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I. Introduction: The State of Affairs and the 2025 Crisis

The Catholic Church is experiencing a moment of unprecedented dogmatic tension. The publication of the doctrinal note Mater Populi Fidelis on November 4, 2025, issued by the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith (DDF) under the prefecture of Cardinal Víctor Manuel Fernández, marks a turning point—and for many, a rupture—with the Mariological tradition organically developed over the last two millennia. This study aims to provide a comprehensive theological, historical, and magisterial foundation to refute the current Dicastery's "minimalist" denialist arguments and to restore the dogmatic glory of the Mother of God as Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix of all graces .

The 2025 document, approved by Pope Leo XIV, explicitly advises against the use of the title "Co-Redemptrix," arguing that it is inherently ambiguous and "risks obscuring Christ's unique salvific mediation." This stance, far from being a mere "pastoral clarification," is the culmination of a theological strategy that originated in the halls of the Second Vatican Council and has found its definitive executor in the current Vatican administration. However, as this analysis will demonstrate, the prohibition lacks a solid foundation in Patristic Tradition, contradicts the ordinary Magisterium of the Popes from Leo XIII to John Paul II, and rests on a deficient understanding of the metaphysics of participation ( analogy) . entis ).

To defend the truth of Marian Co-redemption , it is not enough to cite pious texts; it is necessary to dismantle the intellectual architecture of denialist "Marian minimalism" and expose its misunderstood ecumenical roots. Furthermore, it is imperative to question the theological competence of those who judge this doctrine today, contrasting the depth of a Saint Thomas Aquinas or a Garrigou -Lagrange with the theological output of Cardinal Fernández. It is not only the difference in theological and intellectual qualifications between Tucho Fernández and the aforementioned defenders of Co-redemption ; it is that Tucho is directly upholding non-Catholic postulates in this and other previous writings. Therefore, we can affirm, without any doubt, that he is outside of Catholic orthodoxy, even though he is the Prefect of the Diocese of France.

Tucho Fernández, what are you doing? After the previous Prefects of the Dicastery, now we have Tucho ... a disgrace to the Church.
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Introduction: The Institutional Crisis in the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith

The appointment of Cardinal Víctor Manuel " Tucho " Fernández as Prefect of the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith (DDF) in July 2023 constitutes, according to a thorough analysis of theological and historical evidence, an unprecedented turning point and a paradigmatic break in the modern history of the Catholic Church. For centuries, this body—formerly the Supreme Sacred Congregation of the Roman and Universal Inquisition, and later the Holy Office—functioned as the intellectual and theological bulwark of Catholic orthodoxy. Under the tutelage of figures such as Joseph Ratzinger (later Benedict XVI) and Gerhard Müller, the Dicastery was characterized by rigorous academic precision, unwavering fidelity to patristic and scholastic tradition, and a staunch defense of the deposit of faith. fidei in the face of the currents of relativism and secular accommodation.

The elevation of Fernández, a prelate whose academic career is intrinsically linked to the so-called "Theology of the People" and whose bibliography includes works of questionable theological merit such as *Heal Me with Your Mouth* and *The Mystical Passion *, does not represent a mere personnel rotation, but a systemic change in the function of the Magisterium. Critics and theologians from various parts of the world maintain that this transition signals a deliberate shift from the defense of objective truth toward a "pastoral theology" that frequently obscures dogmatic clarity in favor of subjective discernment and sociological adaptation.

We are going to conduct a critical and exhaustive audit of Cardinal Fernández's qualifications, his intellectual output, and the theological trajectory he has imposed on the Church, because the value that should be given to a document depends on who wrote it, obviously.

The analysis suggests that his tenure is characterized by a "theological lightness" that undermines the gravity of the Magisterium, a systematic dismantling of traditional moral theology in favor of a situational ethics with Protestant overtones, and a dangerous alignment with the trajectories of Anglican and Evangelical communities regarding the blessing of irregular unions. The evidence indicates that the concerns raised by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) under Cardinal Müller in the late 2000s regarding Fernández's orthodoxy were not only well-founded but prophetic.

Part I: The Question of Theological Competence and Academic Rigor

THE OFFICE OF PREFECT of the DDF demands a theologian of the highest caliber, capable of synthesizing complex dogmatic issues, engaging in dialogue with global theological currents, and discerning subtle errors that threaten the integrity of the faith. A review of Cardinal Fernández's academic background and career reveals significant and alarming shortcomings when compared to the historical standards for this position, as well as a history of prior censorship by the very institution he now leads.

1.1 Formation, Origins and the "Vatican Dossier"

VÍCTOR MANUEL FERNÁNDEZ was born in Alcira Gigena, Argentina, in 1962, into a humble family; his father, Emilio, was a local shopkeeper. His theological training took place primarily in Argentina, culminating in a doctorate in theology from the Pontifical Catholic University of Argentina (UCA). While holding a doctorate is a basic requirement, the depth and international recognition of his scholarship have been subject to intense scrutiny. Unlike his predecessor, Joseph Ratzinger, who was a preeminent scholar of St. Augustine and St. Bonaventure and an expert on the Second Vatican Council, Fernández's output has been mostly pastoral and devotional, often lacking the peer-reviewed academic commitment typical of a high-ranking curial theologian. In other words, Tucho Fernández has not published any valuable, peer-reviewed academic contributions that offer anything novel or intellectually valuable to theology or any other academic discipline, as one might expect from a doctor. Their only and few contributions do not offer any original ideas, nor do they engage in error, which they navigate with ease.

The most compelling accusation against his qualifications stems from the existence of a "Vatican Dossier" maintained by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith during the pontificate of Benedict XVI. Cardinal Gerhard Müller, former Prefect of the CDF, confirmed that the doctrinal office possessed a file containing serious theological concerns about Fernández. This file dates back to the period when then-Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio appointed Fernández as rector of the UCA in 2009. The concerns were significant enough that Archbishop Jean-Louis Bruguès , then Secretary of the Congregation for Catholic Education, withheld the nihil obstat (the official Vatican approval required for the rectorship) for almost two years, until May 2011. Intense pressure and a flurry of letters were necessary to finally unblock the appointment, a fact that suggests Fernández assumed the rectorship despite Rome's misgivings, not because of their clarification.

The existence of this file suggests that the very institution Fernández now leads had previously judged him potentially unsuitable for an academic leadership role, let alone the supreme doctrinal oversight of the universal Church. The specific concerns involved his interpretation of moral theology and his "lax" approach to canonical precision—traits that have become hallmarks of his tenure as Prefect.

1.2 The "Theology of the People" and the Influence of Staffolani

FERNÁNDEZ IS AN EXPONENT of "Theology of the People," an Argentine variant of Liberation Theology. While classical Liberation Theology often used Marxist analysis to critique social structures, Theology of the People emphasizes culture, popular piety, and the wisdom of ordinary people as a locus of theological reflection. Fernández was introduced to this school of thought by his mentor, Bishop Ramón Artemio Staffolani of Río Cuarto. Argentine sources describe Staffolani as a bishop with a lax style of governance, who allowed priests to live morally unconventional lives, prioritizing cultural integration over ecclesiastical discipline.

While pastoral sensitivity toward the poor is an evangelical virtue, elevating "popular wisdom" to a theological methodology creates inherent risks to dogmatic precision. Within this framework, the sensus The concept of fidelium (the sense of the faithful) is often reinterpreted as consensus populi (the consensus of the people) or even the prevailing sociological sentiment. This shift is evident in Fernández's writings, where sociological reality and "concrete situations" frequently override abstract moral norms. Critics such as Cardinal Müller and conservative analysts argue that this methodology lacks the metaphysical foundation necessary for dogmatic theology, reducing the Magisterium to a mirror of cultural trends rather than a teacher of eternal truths. The defense of popular religiosity, as Fernández understands it, carries the risk of validating syncretism and superstition if it is not purified by doctrine, a correction that seems absent from his pastoral approach.

1.3 Curriculum Comparison with Predecessors

To understand the magnitude of the change Fernández represents, it is revealing to compare his profile with that of his immediate predecessors in the position of "Guardian of the Faith." The following table illustrates the disparity in academic rigor and theological approach:



	Prefect

	Main Academic Focus

	Key Works and Style

	Methodological Approach





	Joseph Ratzinger (1981-2005)

	Patristics, Ecclesiology, Fundamental Dogma

	Introduction to Christianity , Eschatology . Rigorous, Augustinian, critical-historical style.

	Precise definition of terms, hermeneutical continuity, defense of objective Truth.




	Gerhard Müller (2012-2017)

	Dogmatic Theology

	Catholic Dogmatics (comprehensive manual of 900+ pages). Systematic scholastic clarity.

	Staunch defense of traditional moral theology and the indissolubility of marriage.




	Luis Ladaria Ferrer (2017-2023)

	Patristics, Theological Anthropology

	Scholarly articles on Christology and Anthropology

	Conservative, cautious, continuity with Ratzinger's line, resistance to disruptive innovations.




	Victor M. Fernandez (2023-present)

	Pastoral Theology, Spirituality, Journalism

	Heal me with your mouth , The Mystical Passion . Devotional, subjective, emotional style.

	Focus on "concrete situations" over universal norms, narrative theology, calculated ambiguity.






As the table illustrates, Fernández is an extreme outlier. His predecessors were systematic theologians who produced dense, scholarly volumes fundamental to 20th-century theology. Fernández's fame rests largely on his role as the "ghostwriter" of papal documents and on producing short, accessible works that critics dismiss as "pamphlets" lacking real theological weight. This "lightness" is not merely a stylistic choice but a substantive deficiency that leaves the DDF vulnerable to imprecision and doctrinal error.

Part II: Intellectual Production – A Critical Audit of the "Minor" Works

A THEOLOGIAN'S BIBLIOGRAPHY reflects his mind and intellectual concerns. In the case of Cardinal Fernández, the public "resurrection" of his early works has not only caused a global scandal but has also raised profound questions about his prudence, his emotional maturity, and his suitability to hold a high office that requires impeccable moral judgment.

2.1 Heal me with your mouth : The Trivialization of the Sacred

IN 1995, FERNÁNDEZ published *Heal Me with Your Mouth: The Art of Kissing *. Although Fernández has recently attempted to defend this work, arguing that it was a "catechesis for teenagers" written by a young parish priest concerned with reaching young people, and not a theological treatise, the content and tone are disconcerting for a clergyman. The book includes detailed descriptions of types of kisses ("biting," "sucking") and erotic poetry of his own authorship that many find inappropriate for a celibate priest.

The defense that this is a pastoral work ignores the inherent dignity required of the priesthood and the theological office. As critics point out, if a celibate priest demonstrates a "disordered interest" in the mechanics of physical affection to the point of writing a practical guide on kissing, it indicates a lack of prudence and a problem in maintaining boundaries. The scandal lies not necessarily in the book containing explicit formal heresy on every page, but in its display of a trivialization of the sacred and a preoccupation with the sensual that is incongruous with the gravity of the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. It suggests a horizontal, anthropocentric theological vision, seemingly obsessed with the erotic dimensions of human experience rather than the ascetic or transcendent ones. Furthermore, the controversy over the translation of a poem where the term "bruja" is used (translated by critics as " bitch " in English, although Fernández insists on " witch ") reveals a literary style that, at best, is puerile and, at worst, unworthy of his ecclesiastical position.

2.2 The Mystical Passion : Mysticism or Veiled Eroticism

EVEN MORE PROBLEMATIC than the book on kissing is the work *The Mystical Passion: Spirituality and Sensuality* , published in 1998. This text, of which Fernández later admitted to destroying copies in an attempt to erase his tracks, tries to bridge the gap between spiritual experience and sexual pleasure. However, the text veers into graphic descriptions of sexual anatomy and the physiology of orgasms, speculating on the differences between male and female sexual climax in a way that critics have described as bordering on softcore pornography or secular erotic literature.
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