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FOREWORD


Haunted Hikes of New Hampshire celebrates unique and obscure stories behind many special and lesser-known places you can visit.


Each walk, hike, and exploration adds your own story to the landscape. You always remember a walk or hike not only by the weather and what you saw, but by who accompanied you. The echoes of laughter and falling leaves will help you to create your own personal “storied” landscape of memories that can last a lifetime—if you make the modest effort to get outside and explore these special places.


The Forest Society is particularly proud of a statewide legacy of intentional land conservation. We’ve protected many special places and a treasure trove of stories the landscape contains for future generations. We support connecting residents with a strong sense of place, which, with time, becomes the basis of a land ethic that grows with every hiking experience. Learning about local history, legends, and lore—even the creepy, scary, or bizarre stories you may never have heard before—is a vital aspect of forest preservation.


Three of the Forest Society’s own special permanent forest reservations are included among the Haunted Hikes: Madame Sherri Forest, in Chesterfield; Indian Arrowhead Forest, in Surry; and Monson Village, in Milford and Hollis. These sites are open to the public and offer easy hikes or short walks to scenic and historic resources. They are open-air museums, where artifacts and history are preserved in place, protected in our privately-owned forest reservations. Please respect the land and its stories, honor the ghosts of our predecessors, and they in turn will welcome your visit.


I hope that Marianne O’Connor will spark your interest in New Hampshire history by providing natural places for families to explore and learn. Now get out there and enjoy the haunted hikes of New Hampshire!


Dave Anderson, Senior Director of Education


The Forest Society










Hike Safe!
Have Fun! But Be Safe!
Know the Hiker Responsibility Code
You are responsible for yourself so be prepared:


1.With knowledge and gear. Become self-reliant by learning about the terrain, conditions, local weather, and your equipment before you start.


2.To leave your plans. Tell someone where you are going, the trails you are hiking, when you will return, and your emergency plans.


3.To stay together. When you start as a group, hike as a group and end as a group. Pace your hike to the slowest person.


4.To turn back. Weather changes quickly in the mountains. Fatigue and unexpected conditions can also affect your hike. Know your limitations and when to postpone your hike. The mountains will be there another day.


5.For emergencies. Even if you are headed out for just an hour, an injury, severe weather, or a wrong turn could become life-threatening. Don’t assume you will be rescued; know how to rescue yourself.


6.To share the hiker code with others.


For more info visit www.hikesafe.com.


The Hiker Responsibility Code was developed and is endorsed by New Hampshire Fish and Game and White Mountain National Forest


Reprinted with permission from Hikesafe.




Legend for hike difficulty:
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	Easy, child-friendly
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	Moderate
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	Difficult, best for experienced hikers
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	Challenging, not recommended for children or inexperienced dogs











Map Legend
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A Note About Access and Parking



As noted in the foreword, three of the hikes in this book are found on land managed by the Forest Society (formerly known as the Society for the Preservation of New Hampshire Forests). Additional information about these and other Forest Society lands can be found on their website: https://forestsociety.org. Parking is free at all of these locations.


A number of other hikes in this book are found in the White Mountains National Forest (WMNF). Additional information can be found on the National Forest website: www.fs.usda.gov/whitemountain. Parking at some, but not all, of the WMNF trailhead sites requires a pass, either daily or annual. Day passes are often available from self-serve stations at the trailheads but may not always be. Both daily and annual passes can be purchased online or at the local ranger district offices. Only a few trailheads have fees in the off-season winter months, but be sure to check.


New Hampshire State Parks (NHSP) may also have parking or other day-use fees. Check before you go at www.nhstateparks.org.


One further source of information is the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC), which also handles booking for the backcountry huts highlighted in this book. Contact them at www.outdoors.org.


In addition to information on parking, these websites also may have information about weather and current trail information, e.g., tree blow downs or bridge washouts, that can affect your hike.


Finally, some of these wonderful hikes are located either on town or private property. Always be sure to park to the side to leave roads open and respect owner rights in general so they continue to allow access to respectful hikers in the future. Ownership and access to these sites, as well as parking information, is noted in each section where it was available, but, as ever, conditions may be subject to change and it never hurts to ask!
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The Ghost Towns of Monson Center & Indian Arrowhead Forest


Monson Village, Milford


A walk through Monson Village in Milford, the oldest pioneer settlement in New Hampshire (NH), is a stroll through a ghost town! Pass through the entrance gate, follow the main trail to the small, blue Gould House, and it is clear to see why this place has become a favorite for history buffs and ghost hunters. In fact, many residents feel so strongly about the area, they fought city hall for its protection from development. In 1998, the land was eyed by developers planning a major subdivision off Federal Hill Road. Neighbors who owned the property adjacent to the proposed development donated over one hundred acres of their own land to the Forest Society to stop the bulldozers. The plan worked, and today, Monson Village is entirely owned by the Forest Society.


Recently, Monson Village has come under investigation by local paranormal researchers. Strange and unusual phenomena have been reported; some have heard drums beating and seen flashes of light through the woods. Perhaps it’s the cry of lost souls searching for their final resting spot—long-forgotten and lying in ruins under the earth.


Though Monson Village is located in the town of Milford, NH, the area was once a part of Massachusetts. In the 1600s, the Massachusetts Bay Colony awarded land tracts to distinguished citizens: war heroes, successful businessmen, etc. These fortunate citizens organized townships in what are now Nashua, Brookline, Amherst, and Hollis. In 1673, the township of Dunstable was chartered, which included these areas and others along the Souhegan River. In 1741, a new state line was drawn, and Dunstable broke off into smaller sections, leaving Monson Village in New Hampshire. Monson was first incorporated in 1746, the earliest inland settlement in what is now New Hampshire, after the first settlers moved up from Massachusetts. Eventually, the residents of Monson gave up their charter, following years of struggle and debate about how to tax themselves for building a town meetinghouse and where it should be located. A restored colonial-era house belonging to the town clock maker, Joseph Gould, stands as Monson’s headquarters. Gould also served the town as a selectman, constable, and pound keeper. The Gould home is now a small museum. Monson’s most famous “daughter” was Anna (Kendrick) Pierce, mother of US President Franklin Pierce.


[image: image]


The remaining citizens of Monson voted in 1770 to divide the town land. A petition to the state authorities stated: “The land in the centre of Monson is so very poor, broken and barren—it cannot admit many settlers. We have no prospect of ever building a meeting house, anyways, to accommodate us, by which difficulties we think the gospel will not be settled among us while in the present situation. We therefore pray.” (From George Ramsdell’s History of Milford.)


The Hike [image: image]


What is left of Monson Village today is a 215-acre tract of conservation land with open fields and woodlands. Ancient cellar holes are all that remain of the salt-box Cape houses and log cabins that were once home to the villagers. Each of the cellar holes can be traced to the families who settled here, with historic markers that describe the fate of each family.


Maps are available at the Thomas Gould house, reached from the parking area on Federal Hill Road. From there, paths marked by hand-carved wooden signs lead you down the various paths to the homesteads. The main paths through Monson Center are wide gravel roads, with easy, wooded side trails that lead to the cellar holes. Take a self-guided tour and enjoy a stroll along Adams Road.




From Adams Road to the Gould House and the loop of East Monson Road to West Monson Road is approximately 2.5 miles.








	Time:

	Allow 1–2 hours






	Parking:

	Free parking and admission






	Open:

	Dawn ’til dusk






	Activities:

	Birdwatching, cross-country skiing, dog-walking, family-oriented, geocaching, hiking trails, snowshoeing






	For more info:

	https://forestsociety.org













Where Is This Place?


Monson Village is located west of Nashua and Manchester. Take NH RT 101 bypass to RT 13 East toward Hollis/Brookline at the end of the ramp. Next, take Emerson Road or follow the signs to Mile Away Restaurant. The first right is Federal Hill Road, which follows for 2.4 miles to a gated road on the left. Don’t park at the gate. There is an extended parking area after the gate. Monson is open dawn to dusk.


The Forest Society operates and manages Monson Village.


[image: image]


Thomas Gould House, restored Monson Village.
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Monson Village


Milford–Hollis, NH


Indian Arrowhead Forest Reservation, Surry, NH


The southwestern quadrant of Surry, NH, lies between Westmoreland and Keene. In this corner, just off RT 12, is a hidden gem of local history of a time gone by. Surry was incorporated in 1769. The first settler was Peter Hayward, a fierce man with an even fiercer dog. The dog is supposed to have given Hayward an upper hand in his battles and other dealings with the local Abenaki, whom stories say were more afraid of Hayward’s loyal and imposing dog than they were of its owner. Hayward (and his dog!) served as a protector for other new families in the Westmoreland area. After battling raiding Indians, he then served in the Revolutionary War in the Battle of Bunker Hill wearing a leather apron. At his side during the battle was the loyal and equally dangerous pooch. Over two hundred other settlers eventually followed Hayward to the newly chartered Surry, seeing in him a hero and protector.


The hills and valleys surrounding Surry are picturesque. Beneath these hills, gold and silver deposits were discovered in the 1780s! Geologically, this area is known for carrying deposits of copper, gold, and silver that can be found in trace quantities in quartz. Many descended upon the land to search for riches found in the mineral deposits. This led to the opening of silver and gold mines on Mine Ledge, near Indian Arrowhead Reserve. By the 1800s, the silver mine shut down completely, but many of the miners stayed on. One old-timer and war veteran was William Ritter, who never left the rundown camp. He died there alone in 1827, and his remains were later discovered by authorities. Some say you can still hear the faint tapping of his pick echoing in the bowels of the old mines, still searching for a vein of silver that will make him rich beyond his dreams.


On the top of Arrowhead, look for a petroglyph of a bow and arrow chiseled into granite. For many years, this unique carving was believed to have been left by Native Americans. The arrow points southeast to Keene and Mt. Monadnock. Similar bow and arrow carvings appeared throughout southwestern Surry. Finally, the strange rock carvings were attributed to a local man, William Mason, a descendent of some early settlers. He was described in a way that suggests he was autistic, with a clever and creative flare for imitating Indian craftsmanship. Mason never married and lived quietly on his brother’s farm, reading and wandering the mountains and hills with his axe. He lived to be eighty years old and died of a heart attack in 1912 as he attempted to roll a giant boulder into a brook.


The Hike [image: image]


Arrowhead Forest is located in Surry, a short five-mile drive from Keene. You can hike to the top of Arrowhead Mountain and search for the bow and arrow on the giant rock. The trail through the forest leads you through a landscape of abandoned wells, foundations, and cellar holes. There are hidden graves here, stone walls, and wagon wheels. They are the scattered remnants from the old mining days. You can also look for minerals like quartz with deposits of silver, copper, and galena (a lead-ore mineral). Many of the miners believed a fortune awaited them from the earth, but it was not to be. If you find a treasure, be sure to hide it away or old Will Ritter will rise from his grave in search of your find!


The forest reservation is managed under the Forest Society.


Where Is This Place?


The Arrowhead Forest reservation is located in the town of Surry. It can be reached by following NH RT 101 to the junction of RT 12 North. A secret access trail is located on the right side of RT 12 approximately 5.6 miles from the RT 101 junction. You can park at the gate, but the area is very overgrown. Trails along the reservation are well-marked. The bow and arrow rock carving is over one hundred years old and is very faded.



[image: image]



Indian Arrowhead Forest


Surry, NH




From parking area on RT 12 to Arrow Head Rock, ascending difficult route and descending easy route, approximately 2.0 miles.








	Time:

	Allow 1–2 hours for exploration






	Parking:

	Free






	Open:

	Dawn ’til dusk






	Things to look for:

	Cellar holes, remnants of early farmers and settlers, rocks and minerals containing traces of copper, silver and hematite; ghosts






	For more info:

	https://forestsociety.org






	For info on NH’s rocks and minerals:

	www.gsnhonline.org







Managed and owned by the Forest Society.
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A Haunted Castle Hike in Western New Hampshire


A hike through the eerie castle ruins at the Madame Sherri Forest in West Chesterfield will send tingles up your spine. Here is a 488-acre forest preserve with a number of easy and challenging hikes for all levels of ability. The forest land around the chateau was donated for conservation to the Forest Society by Ann Stokes.


Antoinette De Lilas sang in the cabarets in Paris before coming to New York in 1911 with her much younger husband, Andre Riela, a silent film actor. The couple changed their name to Sherri and started a costume design business that was extremely successful. Sherri designed many of the theatrical costumes for New York theatre shows, including the Ziegfeld Follies. She was a savvy business woman and her creativity and flare put her in high demand. Andre died in 1924. By then, Madame Sherri had become rich, and she fell into a flamboyant lifestyle of elegant parties and high fashion. She often spent summer vacations with friends in the Chesterfield, NH, area and loved the quiet country charm it offered. Spofford Lake was an artistic retreat for many involved in the theatre, and she became connected to the town at once. She bought farmland on a remote section of Gulf Road on the backside of Mt. Wantastiquet and commissioned the building of an elaborate fifteen-room “castle” where she would spend her summers hosting wild parties and developing a reputation for herself around town. Those who remember her say she tootled around Chesterfield in a Packard driven by her chauffeur. She was known to wear a fur coat with absolutely nothing on underneath. This, no doubt, created a whirlwind of gossip, and rumor had it the chateau was a brothel.


[image: image]


Madame Sherri, courtesy of Brattleboro Historical Society.


Over time, the Madame’s health and mental functions deteriorated, and she was forced to abandon the castle once and for all. The castle was looted and vandalized, and then, in 1962, gutted by a fire most likely set by arsonists. Her fortune was gone! Madame Sherri died three years later, a ward of the state of Vermont (VT). She was poor and penniless and finally buried in a Brattleboro, VT, cemetery with a simple stone. All that remains of Sherri’s castle home is the stone foundation, fireplace, and a winding granite staircase. The stairs are called the “Stairway to Heaven.”


[image: image]


“Stairway to Heaven” stone staircase of the chateau.


The site is said to be haunted. Some say that touching the staircase will elicit faint sounds of ghostly waltz music. There are reports that a shimmering specter of Madame Sherri can be seen gliding down the stone staircase—eager to greet her guests from the shadows of yesterday.


By now, the stone staircase has seen many visitors. Pay attention to signs and do not climb the staircase; it is very fragile.


[image: image]


The Hikes


The Madame Sherri Forest is located in West Chesterfield, NH, about 10 miles from Keene. There are a number of different trails to take either around Indian Pond or out to Mine Ledge on Mt. Wantastiquet or to Daniels Mountain. Each hike offers sweeping views of the region. The Ann Stokes Loop and Daniel’s Mountain Loop are considered moderate hikes and can be accessed directly from the main parking area. The castle is just 100 feet to the right of the lot up a short driveway.


Ann Stokes Loop [image: image]


After exploring the castle, return to the main trail and follow signs to the trail passing a pond and turning left toward Daniels Mountain (1,225'). There are some nice views from the ledges looking out over Chesterfield. This loop is 2.0 miles.


Daniels Mountain Loop [image: image]


A 1.8-mile loop over moderate terrain with some steep sections to the summit of Daniels Mountain. It has two more views.


Mine Ledge–Mt. Wantastiquet (1,335') [image: image]


Bearing right at the map mailbox, this trail will take you out toward Mt. Wantastiquet and Mine Ledge. Legend goes that the Native Americans used these ledges as a lookout to spy on the activities at Fort Dummer. The cliffs on Mt. Wantastiquet offer great views to Brattleboro, and Mine Ledge has the best view of all. The trails here are not as obvious as the other trails in the forest, so it’s important to watch where you’re going, especially with a thick carpet of fallen leaves on the trail.








	Ann Stokes Loop:

	A moderate 2.0-mile hike through hemlocks and rugged slopes






	Time:

	Allow 1.5 hours






	Parking

	Free






	What to look for:

	From the main terminus at Gulf Road look for Madame Sherri’s castle ruins






	Daniels Mountain Loop:

	A moderate 1.8 mile hike, some steep sections. Trail is accessible via the main parking area and east leg of Ann Stokes Loop






	Time:

	1.5–2.0 hours






	What to look for:

	Amazing views and wildlife






	For more info:

	
https://forestsociety.org; www.chesterfieldoutdoors.com
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Madame Sherri Forest


West Chesterfield, NH


Where Is This Place?


Take RT 101 West to Keene, to the junction at the rotary. Take RT 9 West toward Westmoreland and Chesterfield. Mountain Road is the last left before the bridge over the Connecticut River to Vermont. Take a left on Mountain Road. Gulf Road immediately takes a sharp left. Follow Gulf Road for 3.0 miles; the forest is on the right-hand side, across from Egypt Road. Maps are available. A sizable kiosk with historical information on Madame Sherri is also located at the trailhead.


The Madame Sherri Forest is managed by the Forest Society.
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