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You think you want to be a florist?

Floristry/ Florists isn't just for Women because in my experience there are as much Men than women in Floristry

in Europe it is properly more men than women also demonstrators are men as well. If you are good at art you would properly be good at it.

This book explains all about my personal experiences of being in the floristry industry, from

how to I would make the floristry designs for weddings to funerals giving a diagram to construct floristry designs.

Not necessarily how the floristry hand book would tell you.

I have written about personal moments in the floristry industry that are amusing to awkward.

Your Personal use only not to be used as a teaching aid.

This Book is from my own experience in the floristry trade, as a young florist.

––––––––
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These are actual events that have occurred while I have been in the industry.

This is my personal opinion how I have made floristry designs but not necessarily the way they tell you to make them at college.

The information about floral foam is from the internet from scientific journals and veering florists, links are provided.
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Chapter One

[image: ]




Being a florist

When you start in a florist shop for the first time, you are completely in their hands, so you trust them.  You have been to college, learning the ropes, but you need real-life experience, which is what life is all about.

When you get out there, sometimes people take advantage of you, and sometimes people don’t. Some people take you under their wing, which is what you need to help you learn and grow. I have put together some incidents from setting weddings up to various things that could happen to you as a florist 

You have to make mistakes, that’s how you learn. 

As a florist, you have to get up early at peak times. There was one occasion when I came into work I couldn't concentrate, because it was 5.00 am and I had finished at 10.00 am the previous night, so I was walking around like a zombie. Thank God I didn't need to calculate anything, because I wouldn't have got it right. Sometimes as a florist, you could be working 13 hours per day at peak times. I have done 80 hours that week, which was exhausting. I asked to go home one Mothers day, after doing 80hours but the boss said "No you need to carry on” there was no getting out of it. If you think that is floristry is just selling flowers, you need to think again. It involves making heavy handtied's and other heavy things, like picking up buckets with lots of water in them.

––––––––
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Being a florist

The first thing I can tell you about being a florist it isn't as easy as people think, the number of times people have said to me I would love to be a florist  I would be a millionaire.

Because people only see what they want to see serving in the flower shop and making handtieds up. 

Be a florist isn’t that easy you have got to keep up with making handtied’s.  This involves arranging with your hands all day if you have a lot of orders your hands hurt and if you get expensive handtieds like £50 that is a lot of flowers to hold.  

Next, you have to stand up all day your legs and your hands do get used to this but it takes awhile. 

When you are buying off wholesalers or Dutchmen you have to think about how much you are going to sell them for so always look for a  good price.  Cheap flowers don't always mean good quality flowers. 

When the flowers come you need to condition them, this means is you have to take the leaves off stem up to where the water line is going to be also if you are conditioning Roses take the thorns off. 

Cut the flowers at an angle because if the stem is cut straight it wouldn't drink the water.  

I have heard people saying I have never seen a male florist if you look around England there is quite a lot.  When you look in Europe there are more men in the industry than women.  

Taking an order as a florist you have to listen to the customer but you have to think about the flowers in the shop if they order it weeks in advice will you be able to order the flowers the customer wants.  But if the flowers are out of season you may not be able to order them or they might cost more money.  

The next thing is when you are taking an order is your writing is readable and the spelling is right also make sure date and the time is right.  You may need to order funeral bases in from 

A wholesaler one or two weeks in advance. 

Making Christmas Wreaths  

I was given all the mossing and materials for making Christmas wreaths. I probably made 160 wreaths a year, They are made up of Spruce, Pine, Holly green with berries and also variegated Holly. I would sometimes put other things running though the wreaths these would all be bound onto the moss wreath. These would usually sell for £25.00 other people would decorate them and get the credit it's the same old story. The doors were always open to showing we were open, in the winter we would have to get out our hats and body warmers working in the cold isn't very nice.
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