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            Humans must go beyond the biological brain for a more spacious intelligence. We must discover something superior to human intelligence. The brain cannot be, and is not, the sole source of decoding the creation script. 
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Humans dynamize the creation script to forge civilization.
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​​Law #402. Barbarians
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status: inferior

Notes

If civilization is the standard, barbarians are the nations most aligned with the creation script. They lag in social, political, and economic achievements. The early humans everywhere were more or less equally barbarians. However, some nations excelled through small discoveries and inventions, distinguishing themselves from others who continued to live without improvement. The intellectuals of developed nations wondered why they were more advanced and came up with physical and metaphysical hypotheses. Race was a dominant physical theory, asserting the racial superiority of developed countries. “Among humorous things in the world is the white man's notion that he is less savage.” Twain. Racism is a differential equation between forward and rearward people. 

The idea of being God’s favorite is a metaphysical hypothesis of civilization. “God has chosen you to be his treasured people from all the nations.” Hebrew Bible. The unchosen are the barbarians, the people without treasure. Even the chosen are enslaved if they do not have the means to defend themselves. If you are weak and cannot protect your life and property, the powerful will invade, conquer, and subjugate you. The victors define who the barbarians are. If you are barbarians, you are ugly.  

Nations that could not modernize received pejorative portrayals as being lazy, intellectually inferior, or cursed by God. The civilized nations constructed natural law theories to subjugate the savages, taking away their land and resources, a trend that continues unabated. The people with primitive weapons are barbarians. The mighty wage war to bring peace. “I must shower the blessings of Hellenic justice and peace over every nation.” Alexander the Great. 

The lives of the barbarians are much less valuable than those of advanced nations. Some barbarians migrate to developed countries, offering labor and services, where they encounter discrimination and hostility but earn good wages to support families back home. The immigrants do not return to their shitholes though they have mixed emotions and utter contempt for their sophisticated overlords. The people of African descent are globally singled out as inferior, a status that will change when Africa develops at par with other continents.

There might not be any barbarians in the human species, but for sure, superhumans, the noblest among humans of all generations, races, cultures, and continents, are distinguishable from ordinary humans. Superhumans drive human civilization and construct systems and rules of behavior. Superhumans obey the laws, customs, and other restrictions, though they know the systems regulate ordinary humans. Superhumans build systems for the masses who procreate to perpetuate the human species but contribute little to the architecture of civilization. Superhumans have no desire to gain power, wealth, or fame. They are the quiet masters who build the pyramids for the Pharaohs and the Taj Mahal for the Mughals. They know that pyramids or the Taj Mahal, as a thing of beauty, would live long after the Pharaohs and Mughals were dead, displaying their utter tombs to the visitors.  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Law #403. Nonfacts
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effect: fakeness

Notes

A nonfact is a belief or a conjecture. Antifacts are the opposite of facts. A fake fact makes up a fact; an antifact denies a fact; and a nonfact is a fact without proof. The distinction between nonfacts and antifacts is thin and elusive. That an electron has a negative charge is a fact. That an electron has a positive charge is antifact. You use a thermometer to test for fever. The reading shows a temperature of 103 F. This reading is a fact. You infer that the elevated temperature is the symptom of a malignant tumor. Without any credible evidence, this conjecture is a nonfact. A nonfact, which starts as a conjecture, could come out to be accurate. A nonfact is not a lie. Lies are fake facts.

A nonfact is a belief, a product of deliberation. For centuries, humans believed, based on appearance, that the Earth was flat, which retrospectively was a nonfact because the Earth was never flat. The spherical Earth is now known as a fact, and the flat Earth is now an antifact. What is a nonfact (belief or conjecture) in one era may become an antifact in another. 

Producing nonfacts or imagining things could be a mental disorder or superb creativity. A paranoid mind generates nonfacts, as does a creative mind. Nonfacts activating the mind may be pleasing or torturous, dreamlike or nightmarish. An unstoppable production of nonfacts is mind chatter. Living with nonfacts is living in fiction. Fiction writers create nonfacts and bind them together into a story. The difference between insanity and creativity is that the insane mind cannot tie the imagined nonfacts into a coherent narrative, but an inventive mind does. 

Humans live in a sea of nonfacts. People are more likely to accept nonfacts rather than anti-facts. Every culture builds on stories, narratives, poetry, fairytales, fiction, science fiction, mythology, religion, or ideologies. A culture prone to nonfacts is speculative, provocative, and innovative. An individual who despises nonfacts is dull. 
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​Law #404. Pretending
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purpose: simulation

Notes

Pretending, playful or purposeful, is a form of lying or an act of deception. Directed at animals and humans, pretending is the art of making others believe you. Politicians seeking power are superb pretenders who make promises they know are unachievable. Artistic pretending is a skill set to perform roles, and successful actors receive enormous amounts of money and fame for feigning. Impersonation (pretending to be someone else) with intent to defraud is a crime. Fake flowers carry no fragrance, and fake smiles are evident, yet there is a market for both. Pretending is a tool of self-defense under challenging circumstances. Some animals and insects play dead to ward off predators. Thanatosis is both natural and phony. Children learn to pretend by oscillating between crying and laughing to demand things. “All warfare is based on deception.” Sun Tzu. Those pretending to be frail are strong, and those pretending not to know know. Run away from people playing dumb. 

Consummate pretending covers weaknesses, projects strengths, and solicits favors. Placebo is as effective as a medicine. You do not know anything, yet you make a bold claim as if you do—this blatant doggedness is intellectual pretending. Emotional pretending is faking an emotion, sometimes fraudulently and sometimes with good intentions, such as to show sympathy for a person in adversity. Even when pretending fails, its impact lingers. A phony kind word is still kind. Barbaric cultures do not cultivate pretending. By contrast, highly mellow communities are devious. 

Pretend play is critical for cognitive development. Pretending what you are not sharpens a sense of the self for children. Playing a cop, the boy begins to know he is something other than a cop. If adults cannot pretend, they do not know who they are. Pretending to fall in love is the first stage of falling in love. “May I speak to you like we are close.” Hafiz.

Pretending can never be the end stage of a good relationship. A relationship, like a game, operates under rules and social strictures. A game or a relationship loses genuineness when the players or partners undermine the rules. Defying social strictures weakens the bond, impairs expectations, and introduces arbitrariness. Unilaterally bending the rules vitiates the relationship at its core. When pretense replaces authenticity, there is no longer a relationship, just as when everyone is cheating, they are not playing the game. Pretense sours a relationship just as cheating spoils the sweetness of a game.  
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​Law #405. Centrifugality
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effect: evolution

Notes

Centrifugality is a cosmic phenomenon and a critical part of the creation script that regulates evolution through contentious dynamics of homeostasis and centrifugality. Homeostasis is regulation, whereas centrifugality is dysregulation. Homeostasis allows all things created to remain within their reference range of values. Centrifugality bursts open the reference ranges to allow mutations, entropy, death, and substitution. For example, a healthy human body regulates blood glucose for optimal functionality, a trait of homeostasis. Diabetes is a centrifugal force that dysregulates the glucose range, making the body vulnerable to disease and demise. 

Likewise, gases and particles spin in a controlled whirlpool for the formation of stars and planets. If the centrifugal force exceeds the homeostatic dynamics, a nearby black hole gobbles up the dust, gases, and entire planets. Pieces of rocks split away from planets, moons, and other celestial bodies under centrifugal pressures and hit another planet. The Earth receives periodic meteorites from within the solar system. Presumably, one such meteorite extinguished the dinosaurs; if true, this would be an example of how nature employs centrifugal forces to eliminate biological lifeforms. 

Electrons ripped from the atoms give birth to plasma, used in electronic and medical devices and sterile micro-cleaning. A pregnant viviparous separates the child from her body. Leaves fall from the branches, leaving behind a stripped tree to regrow. Death forces the soul to leave the body. Working an entire life for the same company is a corporate homeostasis. America broke away from Great Britain, Pakistan from India, and Bangladesh from Pakistan, a repeated show of centrifugality. The dissolution of the Soviet Union was inevitable, and yet it surprised the naive. Hermits walk away from a gregarious world, and pandemics compel severance from social life. 

Centrifugality is part of human social, economic, and political systems. Humans have no option but to intelligently employ centrifugality to mediate between stability and change. Some religions banned marital divorce, sanctifying a homeostatic marriage that lasts for a lifetime. But social evolution obliged them to change theology. Likewise, centrifugality threw away the racial barriers to marriage. Still, most people prefer to marry people of their race, religion, caste, and nationality, underscoring the principle of homeostasis.

Cultures and communities decay if they suppress centrifugal forces too harshly. A highly regimented market foments undocumented transactions, smuggling, hoarding, corruption, and lack of entrepreneurship. A strict, sexually segregated society leads to hidden infidelities, covert prostitution, and dirty minds.  

Centrifugality is frequently violent, as seen in revolutions that overthrow political systems, as the forces defending homeostasis fight the disruptive factions. Landlords evict tenants for breaching the lease, sometimes aggressively. Yet, centrifugality overpowering the force of a center need not be violent or painful, though inevitable. God banished Adam and Eve from Paradise for violating vows but promised to provide for their children. “Separate in a divorce on kindhearted terms.” Qur’an. Many creeds interweave homeostasis and centrifugality by instructing the partners to leave the marriage without acrimony. Legal Immigration is leaving home for an alien nation, harnessing centrifugality through a peaceful process. 

Hold on to beautiful people, beg them to stay, but let them go if they must.
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​​Law #406. Xenophobia
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effect: ruin

Notes

The fear of the other is a deeply entrenched part of human psychology. In addition to animals, deities, and death, humans fear each other. What looks unfamiliar to humans frightens them, even other humans. Humans fear humans who belong to different races, religions, nationalities, and cultures. The fear of the unacquainted becomes Xenophobia, a much more potent form of fear when the unacquainted threaten to invade the space parameters, like a physical body, neighborhood, or national territory. To say Xenophobia is an irrational fear is unhelpful since neural circuitry responding to worries is the same. However, moral condemnation of Xenophobia differentiates fears that can cause imminent harm, such as a chasing wild tiger, from Xenophobia that does not pose any looming actual harm. 

Morality or law does not understand Xenophobia. The moral or legal denunciation of Xenophobia does not minimize the anxiety and uncertainty that encounters with unfamiliar humans or other objects generate. Xenophobia is an actual mental state, as is the fear of spiders or aliens. The Aztecs’ fear of conquistadors, a racially unfamiliar people, was meaningful and prophetic. Even animals experience Xenophobia when unknown creatures invade their territories, abodes, or nests. 

Organic and inorganic materials infiltrate living organisms without permission. Congested places, such as movie theaters, gyms, and churches, contain plenteous xenobiotics, as do open parks and gardens. Under the generous schemata of nature, the ultrafine particles, bacteria, viruses, and vapors enter human cardiovascular, pulmonary, and digestive systems, some to protect and some to undermine the integrity of the human body, replaying the eternal binary drama of life and death the creation script views as holy grail. Nature is extensively interdependent, and the species are inseparable. “Earth, by attaining the Oneness, became peaceful.” Daodejing. Peaceful or turbulent, Oneness is inevitable. Borders, fences, clothes, and masks cannot stop microscopic organisms and other life forms from entering the Oneness. Separation is deception, though Xenophobia is not.

The Xenophobic human species has polluted the planet out of sheer ignorance and under the rubric of unceasing development set in motion by the pyramids, the awe-inspiring monuments of the human ego that each generation views with envy and sentiments for building similar monstrosities. Everywhere, human development is toxic. Smoke fills niches. The fog is dirty. Fresh air is unavailable for birds, fresh water for the fish, and roaming ground for animals. Bacteria cannot freely breathe as they did for millions of years, giving birth to very humans who are now killing them. Xenophobic humans cannot live fruitfully by suffocating other forms of life. 
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​Law #407.  Stops
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purpose: resolve

Notes

Stops are a feature of human civilization, just as motion is a foundational part of the creation script. A stop is the cessation of an activity that halts motion. Traffic laws recognize the utility of stops to promote safety and streamline traffic flow. Highways run without stopping, though occasionally, traffic must stop to facilitate road repairs or for safety in icy weather. Breaching traffic stops can be catastrophic. The night ends the day, bidding humans to rest their minds and bodies. The sabbath or the weekend furnishes a break from working days. Retirement brings a lengthy career to a stop. A vehicle that runs out of fuel stops abruptly, and the driver can lose control.   

Yet a wrong, inappropriate, or immature stop is equally dangerous. Do not stop doing good things or falling in love. Pursue what you undertake. Taking breaks is refreshing. “Stop stopping.” Zen. Changing horses in midstream is problematic, but giving up is drowning. Be stubborn in adversity and pliant in danger. “It does not matter how slowly you go if you do not stop.” Kongzi. Thought suppression is ineffective. Let the mind flow, but be aware of its floods. A mighty river meanders but does not stop. Freedom begins at the end of the rope. Go there. Time does not pause, even if watches cease running. Planets rotate continuously, obeying the law of motion. The heart beats until death. Stopping decline is the dream of anti-aging. “Finishing is not stopping.” Jurist. 
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​Law #408.  Snapping
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cause: ventlessness

Notes

If a pressure cooker lacks adequate venting, it gathers pressure for a while and then explodes. Most individuals and nations are no different from pressure cookers as they amass angst under their lids of civility. Civil wars, violent protests, secession, assassinations in public lives, divorces, separations, and physical fights in private lives are snapping incidents. Free speech is the vent that prevents massive social explosions, though free speech appears to be socially disruptive. Small fights preempt big battles, though frequent quarreling is annoying. Expressing frustration, complaining, and voicing displeasure are good for cardiovascular health and inhibit the onslaught of pathologies, for nonexpression is like a ventless lid on the cooker hoarding pressure. Evolution teaches us that flexibility bends, but rigidity snaps. Green twigs bend, but dried branches snap.
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