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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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​​​​​​​

USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

You cannot hide from destiny... It will always find you.

When Evie and her friends take an unexpected detour, they find themselves face to face with the last person they ever imagined they'd find—the very witch who delivered the fateful prophecy all those years ago. Relief is short-lived, as the woman provides more questions than answers—sending them each down a path of discovery. But there's no telling if they'll like what they find.

Danger lurks around every corner. A journey home becomes a matter of life or death. The Dunes await but chaos is already upon them, ripping asunder the very fabric of the realm.

Is there a way to stop it?

Or has it always been a matter of fate?

––––––––
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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Chapter 1
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“You are a truly abysmal guide.”

The six friends were frozen very still, staring bracingly at the ancient woman waving them closer from the bank of the river. It wouldn’t have seemed so ominous if the boat wasn’t drifting closer of its own accord. It wouldn’t have seemed so ominous if the woman hadn’t been a witch. It also wouldn’t have seemed so ominous if she’d been in possession of more than half her teeth.

Asher shot Ellanden a quick look, muttering under his breath. “Be fair. Are you really going to blame this on the shifter?”

The fae kept his eyes locked on the woman, speaking without moving his lips. “You’ll find there’s no shortage of things I can blame on the shifter. But since he was the one paddling the boat—yes. I believe this falls squarely on him.”

Evie smacked him in the chest, eyes glowing with excitement. “Don’t be ridiculous! This woman gave me the prophecy. It doesn’t matter how we ended up in this part of the river—we were clearly meant to come!”

“Meant to come?” the fae echoed, forcing his eyes away from the witch’s dilapidated hut long enough to shoot her a disbelieving glare. “I’m not going in there!”

Cosette stared down at the boat, propelling towards the shore all by itself. “I’m not sure we have much of a choice...”

“Seth, turn this monstrosity around!” Ellanden commanded.

“You’re not going in there?” Evie quoted icily, hoping very much the woman was hard of hearing, as her friend was famously rude. “On what possible grounds are you—”

“What possible grounds?” he hissed, drawing himself to a more impressive height. “Let me spell it out for you, princess, and fear not, I will make myself clear. I’m not trusting some kindly old magician. I’m not sitting down for supper and drinking the tea. I’m not waking up in a cage, only to find I’m not actually awake at all, and I’m not going to end up chained to a dog-post in the backyard, splashing in the mud, while secretly bleeding out between my ribs! I am not going inside!”

The rest of them stared at him a moment before Asher gestured to the swamp.

“Ellanden, don’t be silly. There is no backyard.”

“Quite right,” Evie agreed briskly as the fae dropped his face into his hands. “Besides, you’re basically paralyzed. You have very little say in where you’ll be going.”

“What was that?” The witch cupped a hand over her ear. “I couldn’t quite hear you!”

“Thanks for the invite, but not today!” Ellanden waved cordially, reaching for an oar. “We’re actually on a bit of a schedule—”

“Would you stop?” Evie smacked him again, ignoring the agonizing wince. “You know just as well as me we were brought here for a reason. You need to trust the fates.”

He shot her a dry look. “Our fates seem to have a dark sense of humor.”

She offered a sweet smile. “Yours would.”

All the while, the boat continued its slow journey—taking them further away from the river and deeper into the mist. When the trailing branches of a cypress pulled back like a curtain, beckoning them inside, Ellanden reached back to grab the shifter, whispering urgently under his breath. 

“I don’t care if you have to jump in and swim—get us back to the river.”

Seth gestured helplessly to the boat. “What would you have me do?” he muttered, shooting a glance at the witch. “It’s moving against the current.”

Ellanden clenched his jaw, trying not to panic as they neared the shore. “Fine. I’ll do it myself.”

“Is that a crocodile?” Asher asked casually.

The fae twisted around as much as he was able, scanning the muddy banks. After a few tense seconds, he glanced suspiciously back at the vampire.

“Did you really see a crocodile, or are you just trying to keep me in the boat?”

“Must have been fifty-feet long...”

“Throw me the rope,” the witch called, lifting a pair of gnarled hands. “I’ll reel you in the rest of the way.”

“She’ll reel us—”

“We don’t have one,” Evie answered apologetically. “Sorry, this was kind of a spur of the moment contraption. You see, there was this pack of demonic hyenas—”

“That’s very nice, dear,” the witched croaked dismissively. “I’ll just do it myself.”

The misty air seemed to crackle with energy as the old woman made a strange sideways gesture with her hands. At once the boat lurched forward, spilling them all to the floor.

Seven hells!

“There was no crocodile,” Ellanden assured himself quietly, gripping the railing as they sliced through the water. “I can go right now—”

“This is amazing!” Freya popped up eagerly, lifting her hands as the boat jerked wildly across the cresting waves. “I’ll help!”

The fae yanked her down just as fast.  “You will do nothing of the sort.”

But whatever other protests or escapes he had in mind, it was too late. No sooner had he grabbed Freya’s cloak than the boat surged a final time, leaving the water entirely as it scraped onto the shore. There was a collective gasp, followed by a ringing silence, as they froze perfectly still.

...is it over?

With her eyes closed, Evie could almost believe she’d imagined it. That they were still drifting lazily down the river, fingers trailing in the water, slipping in and out of dreams.

Then a rasping voice crackled in her ear.

“We seem to have broken your little boat.”

The friends pried open their eyes, then stared down at the giant hole in the middle of their makeshift canoe. Freya prodded at it with her toe. Ellanden looked close to tears.

The witch clapped her hands with a smile. “So who’s ready for a nice cup of tea?”

*   *   *
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IT WASN’T EASY GETTING to the old woman’s house—and not just because it was tucked in a magical pocket of an endless river, that may or may not have been visible to the rest of the world.

It was also on stilts.

“I don’t understand,” Cosette murmured, navigating as best she could through the putrid mulch. The fae and vampire were irritatingly light-footed, while the others were up to their ankles in swamp. “She built this place—probably cloaked it as well—kept it secret, guided us here... after surviving countless extermination attempts that stretch back decades before the Great War.”

She paused as a giant snake slithered across the trail.

“All that...and she’s worried about flooding?”

Considering the path the friends had already travelled, the stilts seemed a particularly cruel twist. Especially given that one of their party had recently flirted with that unholy line between the living and the dead. It was a fact that left his patience in rather short supply.

“Do not look for sense in this,” Ellanden hissed, clinging tightly to the side of the vampire’s neck. Each step was as dizzying as it was painful, and he was keenly aware of the phosphorescent sludge seeping up the inside of his boot. “It’s just the latest in a series of bad decisions brought to you by my ex-friends. The reason I hate redheads, and the moron who’s dating her.”

Asher shot him a sideways glance. “Would you like me to drop you?”

The fae held on tighter.

“Leave him alone,” Seth murmured, hovering cautiously in the back of the group. The fae’s body had been broken in rescue of the wolf, so perhaps he felt obliged to help him. But it was hard not to take him seriously when he cast a pointed glance up at the house. “It’s not like he doesn’t have a point. You three don’t really have the best track record with that sort of thing...”

The friends sobered immediately, eyes darting around with little sparks of suspicion as the witch led them further and further into the swamp.

It wasn’t far to go, but it was far to climb.

When the fae saw the ladder, he promptly closed his eyes and went limp. Asher caught him with a grin and draped him lightly over his shoulder, proceeding to make the climb with one hand.

Maybe he’s right, maybe this is a mistake...

From the moment Evie’s foot left the ground, she felt herself seized with the same quiet panic. Yes, she believed they’d been guided there for a reason. And yes, she’d already met the witch on one occasion before. But too many times over the course of their travels had the young friends found themselves at the mercy of some quirk of magic, hostage to powers beyond their control.

It was enough to make them ask questions, enough to make them pause. It might even have been enough to make them back turn around. But before the princess could whisper such a thing to the others she found herself at the top of the ladder, stepping slowly onto the wooden porch.

Well, this is...wonderful.

She took a step closer, eyes widening in surprise.

It would have been impossible to guess the inside of the house based upon what it looked like from the river. The princess had been prepared for a continuation of the swamp. Floorboards slick with algae, curtains rotted with mold. The desiccated remains of insects lying in strangely uniform piles, as a hundred years’ worth of poisonous vines crept silently through the windows.

But the witch wasn’t just hiding in the bayou. She had created a home.

Everything about it was warm. From the colors, to the clutter, to the inexplicable aroma of freshly-baked bread. There were herbs hanging in the kitchen, a fire crackling in the hearth, and tiny flowers grew in forgotten teacups that had been scattered anywhere that touched the sun.
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