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    This book is dedicated to my supportive boyfriend who encouraged me to write books and publish them. He's encouraged me to do a lot and continues to drive me toward my goals!
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For my love, my inspiration, my world.

Happy Birthday, Boo. 
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The warm glow of the fire illuminated the small campsite and the peaceful chirping of crickets and soft crackle of the fire was like an ambient song in the night. The wind rustled the tree leaves above and by peering through the cracks, she could see the twinkling glow of the starry sky. Alanis pulled the roasting fish away from the fire and started to blow on it softly so that it was cool enough to eat. Her stomach growled terribly as she hadn’t eaten all day because it had taken entirely too long just to catch this singular fish. As she was about to take her first bite, her ear twitched at the sound of a snapping twig.

Turning her head in the direction of the sound, Alanis tried to focus her eyes into the darkness to see what it could have been. Perhaps it was an animal, but hopefully it wasn’t anything dangerous. She placed her hand upon the hilt of her blade for in the event she needed to protect herself. 

“Nyah~ Is that fish I smell?”

A soft, playful voice could be heard from the trees a few feet from her and as she continued to stare she could finally see the glowing eyes staring back at her. Alanis set her fish down and stood, her hand was still on her blade even though the voice didn’t sound very threatening.

“Yes, it is fish and my dinner. Come into the light and keep your hands where I can see them.”

“Oh me, oh my. I am frightfully sorry! I did not mean to scare you, nyah~”

Stumbling into the light of the fire was a tanned skin, pink and black haired feline half-breed with bright peach eyes, adorable feline ears, a long soft tail, and sharpened claws. Her features were mainly human, other than the claws, ears, and tail. She was wearing a white crop top, black jean shorts, and stylish, high-rise traveling boots. She stood slightly taller than Alanis who was about 140 centimeters, had an adorable round nose, and a muscular yet curvy figure. 

Alanis, who was also a half-breed but of the dragonfolk, stood speechless. She blushed slightly at the sight of the feline in front of her and could feel her heart beginning to throb as if it were love at first sight. Alanis had a slight tan but was rather pale, she had white hair with pink streaks, and purple eyes. Her features were mostly human other than a few scattered places on her body that had dragon scales, her rounded horns, and her long, barbed tail. Her face was round and her body was also muscular and curvy although she seemed significantly smaller than the feline before her. She was wearing a black, short-sleeved jacket with a white chest wrap under it, black, form-fitting pants cut off right below the knee, and low-cut, combat traveling boots.

“Cat got your tongue?” She giggled at her own joke. “Oh where are my manners!? My name is Celeste! It’s a pleasure to meet you!” She held out her hand to shake.

“Oh!”

The question had pulled her out of the trance she was in while inspecting the bodacious figure before her. Alanis sucked on her bottom lip and drew her eyes up to look into Celeste’s eyes.

“I’m Alanis.”

Then, both of their stomachs started to rumble loud enough to cause the trees to shudder! The two girls froze for a second in embarrassment before they both nearly barreled over with laughter.

Alanis sat back down near the fire and pat the spot beside her to usher Celeste to sit with her. She grabbed the fish that she had laid down on the rocks beside the fire and looked at the pathetic morsel of a meal. She sighed softly and tore it in half. Given that it wasn’t a perfect tear, she passed the larger half toward Celeste.

“It isn’t much, but it’s all I’ve got.”

Celeste gleefully sat down beside Alanis and crouched forward as she watched her tearing the fish apart. Her eyes went wide and she looked up at her with the most pleading look humanly possible.

“Are you sure!?”

Alanis gave a nod of her head and a gentle smile.

“Oh thank you, thank you!” 

Celeste took the half of the fish and started to nibble on it but then stopped when she saw that Alanis’ piece was smaller than hers. She pulled it from her lips and ripped off a tiny piece and handed it back.

“Now we are more even.” She gave her a sly grin.

Alanis couldn’t help but to lean forward and eat the piece straight from her fingers. She licked her fingers and hummed softly before sitting back and licking her lips. Her smile grew even more as she looked at the shocked expression on Celeste’s face. 

Now it was Celeste’s turn to blush as she could still feel the warm moisture from Alanis’ lips upon her finger tips. She looked away and finished eating the fish in silence while listening to the crackle of the fire. After she finished, she finally returned her gaze back to Alanis before speaking to her.

“I must ask, why are you out in the woods? Are you lost or traveling?”

“I’m traveling. I’m old enough now to start my own path and I wanted to see what the world had to offer. I’ve been doing jobs on the way but haven’t found a place I’d like to settle in yet. What about you?”

“I was in the city to buy supplies when I realized I had left my coin at home.... Or a thief had stolen it from me without my knowledge. So, I must return to my home! Without any coin, I wasn’t able to buy any food for my travels back and didn’t have time to hunt before it got dark.” 

Celeste playfully punched herself on the head, crossed her eyes, and stuck out her tongue insinuating she was a numb-skull. 
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