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Caleb Diehl went missing on March 30th, 2015 – just two weeks after his eighteenth birthday. For years, Caleb had been molested by a close family friend – which was something that he’d kept secret from his family and friends. Caleb’s abuser, a close family friend, would soon become a person of interest in the case. Although Caleb’s body has never been found (and it is still unknown for certain if he is deceased), it is believed that Caleb was a victim of foul play. 

Caleb Diehl was born on March 15, 1997. He was the youngest of four siblings, and had been known for always following after his older siblings, trying to do everything that they did. Caleb was white, with strawberry blond hair, and blue eyes. He was 6’2”, and weighed about 145 pounds. Caleb’s hometown was Nocona, Texas. But at the time of his disappearance, Caleb had been sharing an apartment in Grapevine, Texas, with his older sister. He had been a senior, who was looking forward to moving out of state after his graduation. 

[image: Caleb Diehl ]

Not long into the investigation, the police had a suspect in mind – a man named Ricky Dale Howard. In 2001, the FBI had investigated Ricky Dale Howard for bank fraud. He had been working as a loan officer, at the Legend Bank, in Nocona. During their investigation, at least five children came forward to the FBI, accusing Ricky of repeatedly sexually assaulting them. The FBI learned that Ricky Dale Howard had been using his job as bank loan officer, to get to his male victims. The boys had been his client’s children, and Ricky would hire them to work on his ranch. In order to keep the boys from talking about the abuse, Ricky gave bank loans out to his victims’ relatives, effectively buying their silence. 

In November 2006, Ricky Dale Howard had suffered from an electrocution injury, which put him in the hospital for a week. He insisted that he couldn’t remember anything – not the name of his lawyer, his children, or the fact that he was a banker. A private polygraph test was conducted on him, and it showed strong deception, so they determined that he was lying about the memory loss, likely as a ruse to get out of the charges. But they had managed to see right through him. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
The Disappearance
of Caleb Diel

Kate O’Dell





OEBPS/d2d_images/image001.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





