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      I dedicate this book to my whole heart. The one this book would not even be possible without. Jesus Christ my Lord and savior. There have been numerous things that have happened in my life these past few years that have been so miraculous. My heart is overjoyed with gladness and thanksgiving. All I can do is lift the name of Jesus. Because it was only him that could have redeemed, restored, delivered, and set free this perfectly imperfect little girl, Who was once shattered, but now has been made whole. I want to thank Jesus for the favor and blessings that he has poured out on my life. And how He has kept me through all the things that you will read about in this book. He is my everything and life with Him is so much better.
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            WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

          

        

      

    

    
      My name is Alicya Jackson. Most would call me Lisa or Lee Lee. They would say she is creative, an author, singer, songwriter, courageous, bold, authentic, funny, and kind. Yes, though these things may be true, I am just a girl who has a huge passion to see people fully embrace who God has called them to be. While softening the hardest of hearts with my quirkiness and gentle hugs. I was born on November 6th, 1997, to my wonderful parents, Pamela, and Michael, in a little city called Mobile, Alabama; where the southern food feeds your soul, and the southern hospitality feels like home.

      As children, my parents grew up in the same church and their families knew each other quite well. That is how they met and before long they were married, and I came along. Unfortunately, after a few years, they separated and divorced, which really took a toll on me.

      I am my father’s only child, and I am the third child of four on my mom’s side. I have three siblings: Brenton, Fernando, and Christopher, making me the only girl. Even though I would have my moments of wanting a sister, I realized that I loved being the only girl in my family. I remember playing with all my brother’s gadgets and gaming systems, not having a clue how to play, but having the best time of my life because I would get to spend time with them. My brothers were the absolute best.

      Growing up, I was always a joyous and creative child. I always knew at an early age that I was not your ordinary child. I would dream, imagine, and create the world in my backyard! It was honestly like the Backyardigans cartoon show.

      My Mom had a huge backyard, and I would always be outside. Some days, it would be a dance studio; on other days, it would be a stage where I would be singing and leading worship to thousands of people. Those were some of the best times. Every time I would step foot in the backyard, I would begin to dream big and imagine what I could be; I did not realize I was meeting with Jesus every time and dreaming with him. Now when I come home to visit, I always take a moment to stand in the backyard- the place where I feel the rich history between me and the Lord. I can hear the laughter, the tears, the anger, and frustration. I can hear it all in that backyard. It seemed silly back then, but I did not realize what I was being prepared for.

      One of my top favorite things to do was dance. I would always run, skip, and hop all over the house. It brought me much joy, which led to being enrolled in dance school. I started dance lessons at age three and danced all the way up until my senior year of high school.

      I also love singing, which I quickly found out at age eleven was not just a hobby, but something that I found pure enjoyment in. This led me to singing in the church choir at my grandfather’s church.

      Church or “ministry," if you will, is something that I am remarkably familiar with. I have never not known Jesus Christ; however, whether that was on a deep level or not is the question. We will talk more about that in the chapters to come.

      As I reminisce about the younger years of my childhood, and into my adulthood now, I never thought that I would be writing a book about my journey and how far I have come. But I know that the world needs to hear the goodness and mercy of the Lord that was and still is all over my life. To be transparent with you all, I used to be so scared to put the pen to the paper to write and I ran from it for years, even when the Lord spoke to and over me and told me to write. But one thing that I have learned is that obedience is better than sacrifice.

      As I reminisce about all the things that happened in my life, I find myself in complete awe of what the Lord has done in and through me. So much transformation has taken place in these last few years, and I am beyond excited to share with you.

      One of my favorite verses that Jesus reminds me of all the time when I feel like shying away is in Revelation.
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        For the Testimony of Jesus is the spirit of Prophecy.”

        REVELATION 19:10 (KJV)

      

      

      

      

      And what that means is when we share the goodness of what the Lord has done and brought us through it raises faith in others, but also it puts a demand on heaven in the sense of “God you did it before in my life, and we say DO IT AGAIN! Because we know you can.” Our lives are living testimonies of what God has already spoken. So that unreleased book you have sitting in the corner, that unfinished song sitting in your notebook or whatever that thing is that you know God told you to release and you haven’t, just know that the world is dying and in need of a savior. so much so that they are searching for answers in astrology, horoscopes, and the universe to know more about themselves and who they are, and they are searching for it in creation, versus going to the creator. But in that unfinished song, or not completed book, you hold the key to what their hearts are needing and that is to display the raw power of Jesus Christ through your testimony.

      With that being said, as you continue to read on, I hope that this book inspires you, challenges you, makes you laugh, and even makes you cry; that through the stories of redemption, you see some of your story in mine and are encouraged. That you realize that our God is a God of breakthrough, redemption, love and compassion; and the very word that He spoke over your life shall not return to him void, but it will and shall accomplish His original intent for it when he spoke it.
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            THE STORM WON’T LAST ALWAYS

          

        

      

    

    
      “The Storm Won’t Last Always” is a phrase I heard a lot for everything, whether that was someone passing away, a horrible diagnosis at the doctor, or just any type of trial and tribulation. I know it all too well. But how that applied to my life, I was quickly going to find out sooner rather than later.

      I can recall many times, but one in particular that stands out to me would be, when I was sitting in the kitchen of one of my family members’ houses, devastated at the fact that the truth was uncovered that I suffered sexual abuse at the hands of my stepbrother. Baffled and distraught, I was told by certain loved ones that everyone has gone through traumatic experiences, and it is not fun, but it is the way life works and even though I went through this abuse, the storm of this heavy burden would not always last. When I heard this, it broke me and caused more pain and suffering to uncover the truth. This is one of many ways my voice became muzzled that carried into my adulthood.

      Something that I have realized is that it is very uncommon for you to hear of abuse when it comes to families of African American descent (Black). Because of appearances and the fear of what others will think of them it is kept a secret. Which it may help you in the moment; but what sexual, emotional, and physical abuse can do to a child’s mind and even an adult’s mind is trauma no one should ever have to endure.

      But that is the world we live in, right?

      Growing up in my family, I was always taught to never let them see you sweat. I heard a lot of, “I’m sorry that happened to you but, the storm won’t always last.” When I heard these things, I felt like my voice was not valued, or that I was not as important as the person that was being protected. This devaluation of my voice would often lead me to go as far as saying that I was a liar, and those things didn’t happen to me. Don’t get me wrong, my family loved me, and I had a good life, but was there dysfunction? Absolutely. What family doesn’t have problems?

      The Shift That Changed Everything

      I mentioned in the first chapter that when I was young, my parents divorced, so I grew up in two different households. Depending on how you look at it, that can be a good thing, but it can also be incredibly challenging.

      When I was with my mom, I had my brothers and my grandma, and we had the best times. We did not have all the money in the world, but we were managing. My mom was a schoolteacher, and my hero. I can never recall a time I didn’t feel loved by her, and she has always supported me in everything I have done.

      My mom wasn't physically absent from my life for a good part of it, but she was not fully present either. We would see each other and talk, but I could sense her mind was elsewhere. The weight of bills, supporting our family, and having my grandma live with us who helped while she worked, constantly pressed down on her.

      My grandmother played a huge part in our lives, because my brothers and I spent most of our time with her. My grandmother was sweet, but back then, she had her times of frustration. When you upset her, it was not pretty. This particular time I remember when my little brother and I were sitting on the couch and the tv was going with the price is right. and my grandmother was on the phone with one of her friends. We were comfortable and snuggled on the couch with our many Dr. Seuss books reading and playing with each other as kids do. As we were playing my brother, and I took an interest in the same book which led to an argument of who’s turn it was to read the Dr. Seuss book. as the tug-o-war for the book was happening, my grandmother started yelling and she issued a warning, but that’s just it that was the only warning that we received before I felt my arm and legs start to sting and burn from her hitting me and my brother with her hand as she proceeded to curse and tell us to go in separate rooms.
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