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      From the fall of 2018 through January 31, 2023, Charlotte Readers Podcast published 324 regular episodes, 155 exclusive episodes, 28 video interviews, and 55 community blog posts. These 500+ interviews and blog posts feature authors in at least 33 states and five countries and serve as the source material for the eight books in The Write Quotes series. The range of publishing experience among the authors is vast, from authors published traditionally with large and small presses to hybrid and self-published authors. Some of these authors were happy to publish only one book, others are New York Times bestsellers with millions of books sold, and others are making their marks with readers one book after another.

      This series is meant to inspire and educate by offering informative glimpses into the writing lives of published authors. Think of the quotes in these books as prompts for what works for you. Absorb what moves you and ignore the rest. At the very least, these quotes will give you a better understanding of how authors do what they do and how they feel about it.

      The quotes in this series have been edited for clarity and brevity, and in order to reflect the spoken word nature of the interviews, the punctuation, grammar, and phrasing have not been perfected. All the authors in The Write Quotes series are listed in the Writer Index at the back of this book. Every author who appeared on the podcast or published a blog post on or before January 31, 2023 is quoted in at least one of the books in the series.

      Learn more about Charlotte Readers Podcast and sign up for the podcast newsletter to get access to interesting content at charlottereaderspodcast.com.
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      Writing is a pursuit perfectly situated to make you crazy if you let it. It’s all subjective. It’s deeply personal, requiring you to mine your own emotions and memories and develop keen-eyed self-awareness. The publishing marketplace is extremely competitive and constantly in flux. Your work as a writer is never done: you can revise and revise and never feel finished, and the tasks of writing, researching, reading, marketing, and platform building can expand to fill any amount of time you give them, then always demand more. Writing can be an emotional roller coaster.

      Even reading the quotes in this book has been an emotional ride for me. I’ve found joy, inspiration, and recognition so many times in these pages, but there have also been moments where I’ve had to remind myself that other writers’ success stories don’t make me a failure, and that I can absorb the excellent advice offered throughout this series without feeling the pressure to implement it all today.

      We all try to find our own ways to cope with the ups and downs of the writing life. The authors in this book share so many gems of wisdom from their wealth of experience. Let me add one thought from mine. I try to approach my writing with the attitude of the traditional Serenity Prayer: seeking the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. For me, that means attempting as much as possible to separate the writing itself from everything that goes along with it. I have to compartmentalize in order to be creative. I can’t write with the feeling of people looking metaphorically over my shoulder, whether they’re people I might want to impress or imitate, people I’m afraid of disappointing or offending or shocking, or readers or critique partners or editors whose expectations I might anticipate. I have to separate the actual writing from all of the networking and marketing and administrative work that go into trying to get that writing into the hands of readers.

      This separation also requires compartmentalizing emotions. In the writing process, all emotion is fair game. I want to laugh and cry with my characters, to let myself feel their joys and frustrations and fears and sorrows as deeply as possible. But I try (easier said than done) to treat the rest of the writing journey as what it is: a business. There can certainly be joy as well in the business life of a writer. But because so much of that part is out of my hands, I try to achieve my satisfaction in creating something that I find artistically fulfilling. If I can make something good, then I’m doing my job. Everything else is a gift.

      The sections in this book are arranged in a careful order, starting with the struggles of rejection and ending on a high note with perseverance, because perseverance is really what every writer needs: that focused commitment to your work despite all the highs and lows that can go with it. As Craig Nova says, “…the bottom doesn’t last forever, and the top doesn’t last forever.” What can last forever, though, is your words. Let those speak for themselves, and don’t let the rest define you. We as writers are fortunate in that this thing we love to do can be so wonderful, and so powerful, that even when it sometimes makes us crazy—we want to do it anyway.

      I hope these quotes are evidence that whatever emotions you’ve experienced as a writer, you are probably in good company, and that they inspire you to bring your full heart to your craft again and again.
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        Focus on what you can control, and let the rest go. This is applicable to so many things in life that I treat it as a personal mantra, but for writers specifically, it’s key, because there is relatively little that is in your hands as a writer. You can’t control how other people are going to respond to your work, or how smart or naturally talented you are, or what the marketplace wants today or what it might want in the future.

        Sarah Archer

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Rejection doesn't bother me because I don't use the word anymore. I call it free to send out again. I try to think of it like, oh, thank God, you're home. You came back to me. I missed you. So let me send you to someone with better judgment.

        Rebecca McClanahan

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        From 1990 to 2002, I wrote eight novels. Five of them went to New York publishing houses, and they were rejected a total of 85 times. It was on the 86th time that I made it, 12 years after I started. So my road to publishing was a very long process.

        Steve Berry

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Rejection happens to everyone. I got rejected a lot and have faced rejection at every level. I have had my story rejected by a graduate student at a small directional state university all the way up to the top of the food chain in New York City. But I made a decision early on. I was always going to love my writing, but I was never going to love my words. And because of that, I refuse to get my feelings hurt.

        Wiley Cash

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Just know that there will be a lot of disappointments and a lot of rejections. I have got a big folder with probably 200 rejection letters, but that's okay. I like what Malcolm Gladwell says when he talks about how you’ve got to put so many hours in before you can really be good at something.

        Ron Rash

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I think that the thing that is necessary for a writer if he's going to survive is to realize that the bottom doesn't last forever, and the top doesn't last forever. And it takes a sort of Zen in the Art of Writing to be comfortable with that, or at least to be able to accept it.

        Craig Nova

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Jacob, he's white. He's on the cover. And this woman came up to me and she looks at the book and she looks at me, looks back at the book, looks at me, and she says, why is the boy on the cover of your book white? That sums up what it is to be a black author.

        Jason Mott

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I have been roundly rejected many, many, many times. You end up being okay with it. I know enough about the publishing business to know that you really can't take it personally.

        Mary Tribble

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        There will be rejections. And I think that's probably what happens with people, you get a rejection or two, and you say, I can't deal with this, and the manuscript never gets published.

        Muriel Sheubrooks

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        There are going to be people who will not read your book. And that has to be okay. Some people are going to love my book, but I'll describe my dystopian book to other people, and they kind of cringe.

        Jacqui Castle

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If you're auditioning for American Idol, or you're trying to sell a book, or you're trying to get on a baseball team, you're going to get rejected. Right? And so your question is, how bad do you want it?

        John Gilstrap

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        30 years ago, if you rejected my work, I would have tortured myself, and I would have been quite crestfallen. Now, frankly, when an editor or agent rejects me, I think to myself–I hope with compassion–that I’m sorry for you that you couldn't meet my work on its own terms, and that I will be able to find someone who does.

        Kevin McIlvoy

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If you don't want to get hurt, don't write. If you don't want to have layers of your own soul exposed to people who say, didn't really connect with that, don't put the words down. Because you will be rejected.

        Chris Fabry

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        We're so hard on ourselves as writers if we're not producing, that it can be its own writer's block.

        Allie Coker

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I got my first bad review which was scathing, and I was like, this is awesome, most of what he's saying is fair, he just didn't like the story.

        Bonne Bartron

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I had gotten a close call with five big editors in New York, and one said, you know, the medicine doesn't ring right. My agent was frustrated and said, well, he's a doctor, he should know.

        Hans Watford

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I would have to really like writing to have endured 20 years of rejection. Some people like stamps. Some people like tennis. Some people like bowling. I enjoy writing.

        Martin Clark

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        There was a period of time when I was reading every review that came out. Somebody's like, this guy's an idiot, he can't put two sentences together. So I sent some of those bad reviews to my agent and his response was, Phillip, don't read those reviews, they don’t know what they’re talking about. But then I had a run where I had all these really great reviews and I sent them to him and I said, look at these, these people love me. And he said again, Phillip, don't read those reviews, they don't know what they're talking about.

        Phillip Lewis

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I think most writers would agree that once the written piece leaves your hands and is in the hands of readers, it rightfully becomes theirs to be experienced however they in fact experience it. But the feedback that can come can be difficult.

        Bess Kercher

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Writers often are rejected because publishing is such a subjective industry.

        Susannah Marren

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I am a world class expert on rejection. And I understand that really well.

        Steve Berry

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        For a long time, I tried to just silence the inner critic. But that doesn't work because that little inner critic just shouts louder.

        Amber Smith

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        My rule is when I get a rejection, I send the same thing out to a new place. Just keep the wheel rolling.

        Charles Israel

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        We're not defined by rejection. Right? Rejection is not essentially who we are. It's a process of what we experience as writers.

        Michele Tracy Berger

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        In the case of literature or books, there are all kinds of reasons to get rejected that have nothing to do with the quality of your story.

        John Gilstrap

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I've had the very hard task of getting someone's manuscript and saying, you're not ready for a developmental edit. I'm not doing my job if I'm not being honest.

        Nicole Ayers

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        When we're talking about reviews, the positive review that you got about your book is just as valid as the one that's negative. So, try not to forget the positive ones.

        Tracie Barton-Barrett

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Sometimes failure can be good for your soul and your writing career. The big boss lady of an agency in New York City rejected my first book with a note that said, when we said were looking for new Southern writers, we meant the next Pat Conroy, not the next Dukes of Hazzard. She identified my target audience and my brand, for free. Besides, The Dukes of Hazzard was on the air for six years and 147 episodes. And down in my neck of the woods, people know less about Amy Tan and more about Rosco P. Coltrane and Boss Hogg. Failure. Embrace it.

        Cliff Yeargin

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I feel like I wouldn't be a writer if I didn't have a lot of rejection. It's all part of the game.

        Halli Gomez

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I went the agent route and got a lot of rejections.

        Tammy Euliano

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I didn't get rejected that much, mainly because I waited.

        C.J. Box

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        There are so many closed doors that we all experience, you know, just trying to get out in the world.

        Robert Gwaltney

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        It is often about getting an idea in front of the right editor at the right time. And so, when I'm rejected now, I think, okay, this wasn't the right idea or the right time for this particular editor, but I'm going to move on and send that idea to someone else.

        Jodi Helmer

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If you are pushing yourself and you want excellence, then that means you're going to face rejection.

        Valerie Nieman

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        In 2018, I aimed for 100 rejections and I got 76. But I also placed eight short stories and sold a novel. If you just keep filling that hopper with submissions, something comes out the bottom, and you have to kind of remember that it's not personal.

        Meagan Lucas

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I think no matter who you look at, who you admire as a writer, they've faced a lot of rejection one way or another.

        Michael Croley

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Everybody's gonna have an opinion on your book, from I don't care about the book to this is the best thing I've ever read.

        Tracie Barton-Barrett

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If I read a book and look it up online, I always find reviews that are different from how I reacted to it. Remembering that is helpful when I'm looking at my own reviews, just knowing that it's all very subjective, no one is going to agree about a piece of writing.

        Sarah Archer

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I love having poems out to magazines. I aim high. I figure you're never going to get in The Paris Review unless you send poems to The Paris Review.

        Dannye Romine Powell

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I've written a number of screenplays that have never seen the light of day, at least not yet.

        Bonne Bartron

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        When I turned 30, I broke down and cried, because I'd written multiple books that hadn't sold, nobody bought them, nobody wanted them. I was working on a new book, and it failed. And then I wrote another book that also failed. So, I wrote four novels that were completely rejected before I had any breakthroughs.

        Paolo Bacigalupi

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        My first book was rejected 27 times by 27 agents. And then it went on to sell around the world and with a movie deal. That was a very, very successful book.

        John Gilstrap

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        There are ways I’ve learned to go the distance. You wait, you just wait and mess around and keep trying. You work really hard on it and you keep working on it really hard and you fail. And then you suddenly find yourself in the clear, and you hit the vein. And when you hit the vein, you're off.

        Clyde Edgerton

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        You got to buck up and have that tough skin and not take it personally.

        Lynda Bouchard

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I would tell my younger self that a big part of this game is falling flat on your face.
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