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THE BATTLE FOR THE HOME
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1 Sam​uel 1:1-9

There is an aspect of Christianity that is largely ignored, especially in our Fundamental Baptist circles, and that is that aspect involving the unseen world of principalities and powers.

Because we cannot seen this spiritual realm, we tend to either:


	Ignore it, not understanding it

	Forget about it, not recognizing its reality



Ephesians 6:12 says

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

Please consider a couple of things;

First, the verse does say we wrestle.

It is a great disservice to both us and to those we tell about Christ, to imply that Christians don’t wrestle.

We wrestle.

We struggle.

Secondly, we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood.

Though it may look like it and feel like it sometimes, our struggle is not with people.

Our match is against “...spiritual wickedness...”


	Some of it manifests itself in our own doubts and depressions

	Some of it manifests itself in attacks from others

	Some of it appears in the form of the fight just to keep above water financially



But we who are believers will find our lives completely changed if we can get hold of the Bible truth that the struggle is not with flesh and blood but against spiritual wickedness.

I propose a study of the subject of Spiritual Warfare. But I propose we do it in a different fashion than a simple topical study.

Generally in a topical study the preacher would


	Choose a topic – Spiritual Warfare

	Study the topic as it is found throughout the Bible

	Divide the topic into pieces, either by Scripture reference or by topical category

	Then study out each division to create the individual messages for the topical series



I want instead to work our way through the books of First and Second Samuel, going chapter by chapter, applying each chapter to the subject of Spiritual Warfare.

And it seems like a legitimate passage to find God’s principles of Warfare. Though not the only player, the key player in these two books will be David, of whom the Bible says,

1 Samuel 16:18

Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD is with him. (KJV)

2 Samuel 17:8

For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy father and his men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: and thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with the people. (KJV)

2 Samuel 22:33-35

God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect.

He maketh my feet like hinds' feet: and setteth me upon my high places.

He teacheth my hands to war; so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. (KJV)

These two books contain world changing battles


	David and Goliath

	Destruction of the Amelekites

	Death of Saul and Jonathan



And from them by the grace of God and through the leadership of the Holy Ghost, I hope to discover insights into the spiritual battles you and I face even today.

First Samuel begins where the spiritual battles probably always begin; with The Battle for the Home

There is an adversary in the home.

Vs 6

Who 


	Provoked Hannah sore 

	Made her fret



No doubt, there was a war going on in that home. And it wasn’t going away anytime soon. I would hazard to guess this problem "Peninnah" never did completely go away.

The war kept Hannah


	Troubled

	Grieved 

	Agitated



Peninnah, no doubt taunted Hannah. She could see that, while she was the one who could bear the children, Elkanah loved Hannah.


	Peninnah would have a spirit of jealousy against Hannah

	Hannah would have a spirit of envy against Peninnah



Elkanah has children that he is responsible to love and provide for; but his heart also yearns to be a blessing to his beloved Hannah.

And everyone in the home wakes up every morning thinking, “Here we go again.”

Let me tell you, 


	The spirit that drives a marriage apart

	The spirit that breaks up a home



Is not the spirit of God.

––––––––
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SATAN IS OUT TO TEAR:


	Husbands apart from their wives 

	Wives apart from their husbands 

	Children apart from their parents



And somebody needs to take a stand and say; we won’t let it happen any more!

I see six lessons in First Samuel that are meant as weapons in the spiritual battle for the home.

HANNAH’S HUSBAND LOVED HER

Vs 5

We need to accept that love and cherish it.

Hannah’s problem right here is twofold.

A. She was constantly provoked

Every morning she had to wake up to the reality that Peninnah was still there and so were those kids. Every morning she had to face the fact that, while Peninnah was being heartless and cruel to provoke her about being childless, Peninnah was right.

She was childless.


	Elkhanah could not change that

	Hannah could not change that

	Only God could change that 



So far God had not done it.

The truth of the matter is, there are some things in this world that 


	Provoke us 

	Confront us 

	Bug us big time



And there is nothing we can do about them and there is nothing anybody else can do about them.

B. She wasn’t content with her husband’s love

Vs 8

No one but the Lord could help Hannah with her first problem. But Hannah had all kinds of choices concerning the second one. I cannot pretend to understand the emotions of a woman who cannot bear children.

My wife and I lost our first two babies in about the second month of pregnancy, both of them in 1982. After we lost the second one a doctor found a tumor that was causing my wife's body to reject the pregnancy. The tumor was removed and the doctor said to us, “Now, go out and make babies.”

My wife took that as an order! Bohannan was born in 1984, and I would have thought that would have fixed the problem. But in 1988 a preacher friend and his wife delivered a baby stillborn. They buried that baby just outside of Astoria and the preacher's wife asked mine if she would look after her grave sometimes. Anita said it was like she finally had a place to grieve her two babies. And all along I had thought it was fixed when our two sons were born.

I don’t understand the emotions of a woman concerning bearing children. But I don’t find any place where the Bible tells a mom to be ravished in her children’s love. I do find that the Bible teaches a husband and wife to be ravished in each other’s love.

Hey! Kids can’t come before the relationship between man and wife.


	Love each other

	Be ravished in that love 



It will be the best thing that could ever happen to your kids.

THE LORD WAS THE ONE WHO HAD SHUT UP HER WOMB

Vs 5-6

Once again, I know I do not understand what Hannah must have been going through. But I do understand the Bible. And I do know that God only has our good in view.

You and I have the advantage of knowing the end of this story. God finally did give Hannah a baby, Samuel. And that child grew up to be one of the most influential preachers in all of man’s history. Plus, chapter two says that God gave Hannah three more sons and two daughters.

Let's look at a passage that we like to read but hate to obey; 

Proverbs 3:5-6

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. (KJV)

We aren’t just talking about babies here.

We are speaking about spiritual warfare


	For the home

	For our own grace

	For a life that please the Lord



And if we are going to defeat our enemies, we will have to come to the place 


	Where we stop excusing our own sin

	Where we lean not unto our own understanding 

	Where we trust in the Lord with all our heart




	He knows what we really want

	He knows what people say about us when we don’t produce how the world expects us to produce

	He knows our heart



And He is always and only good.

In those times when things just seemed twisted and wrong – but you know you have been doing what you believe to be the will of the Lord.


	Lean not unto thine own understanding

	Trust in the Lord with all thine heart



SHE FOLLOWED HER HUSBAND’S COUNSEL

Vs 8-9

Verse 10 indicates she was still hurting. After all, the battle wasn’t over. But she did do what her husband counseled her to do.

He questioned, “why eatest thou not?”

And she ate and drank.

This goes back to trusting in the Lord. Ladies, God gave you your husband on purpose. Follow him!

A. "But my husband makes some dumb decisions."

And Elkanah marrying two women wasn’t dumb?

B. "But my husband doesn’t provide for me how I want."

Elkanah has another wife and all her children to provide for.

C. "But my husband isn’t the spiritual leader he should be."

It was Hannah who was in the Temple begging God for a child.


	It might be that you have to be the one who is praying for your marriage

	It might be that you have to be the one who is faithful at church

	It might be when it comes to spiritual things that you have to obey the Lord instead of your husband



But you can still follow you husband’s counsel in everything else.

SHE GOT TO THE HOUSE OF GOD

Vs 7-10

When you are in a spiritual battle for the home, the last place you should avoid is the house of God.


	I know when there has been stress at home

	I know when there has been a battle in the home

	
I know when you are provoked sore 
	When you are discouraged by the things at home

	When you are depressed because of the problems

	When you and your spouse have just gotten into it







You feel like a hypocrite.


	Coming to church  

	Shaking people’s hands 

	Smiling and saying you are all right



You feel like a hypocrite and a liar acting like you are all right when inside you are not.

Just remember, there are two parts of you.


	The spiritual part 

	The flesh part



And the Bible says they war with one another.


	The flesh is the part that is not happy  

	The spirit is alive and saved and going to heaven



It is not wrong to let your spirit win for a while and put on a smile that the flesh hates.

In fact, if you come to church and let the spirit win enough times at church, the spirit will begin to win more when you are not at church.


	The flesh will still not be happy

	Inside there will still be things you wished were not there



But the spirit is in control and does not let that thing pop up its ugly head.

PRACTICE IMPORTUNATE PRAYER

Vs 10-13

I chose to use the word importunate because it is a Biblical word concerning prayer

Luke 11:5-10

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. (KJV)

The word means “shamelessness.” She wasn’t ashamed to just keep asking.

People who are far better at the languages than me say that the verse “And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

Means:


	Ask and keep on asking

	Seek and keep on seeking

	Knock and keep on knocking



You are in a battle.

Satan is after:


	Your home 

	Your family 

	Your marriage




	You need weapons

	You need ammunition

	You need intelligence

	You need support



And you are in no position to do battle without these things....


	Shamelessly 

	Continuously

	Earnestly

	Persistently



Pray until you get what you need.

I did not say what you want.

I said what you need.

It goes back to trusting in the Lord with all thine heart.

He promises He will give us what we need 

Ask and keep on asking.

And trust and keep on trusting – that He has answered your prayer.

FORGET ABOUT PENINNAH

I checked to make sure. Did you know that her name is never mentioned in the Bible again after 1 Samuel 1:4? I don’t think that means that Elkanah ran her off. Just means she wasn’t the focus anymore.

Listen to me; you will never get rid of all your pressures. There will always be something about your husband or your wife that isn’t quite like you dreamed it would be.

Forget about that.

There are plenty of things that are good and right and worthwhile to focus your attention on.

Hannah had Samuel

No, she did not raise him, she gave him to the Lord. It appears she only saw him just once a year. But during that year she was making him a coat.

God also gave her five other kids to care for.

And I figure she also got some things right with her husband, so she just loved being around him.

And Peninnah wasn’t the issue anymore.


	She was probably still there

	She just wasn’t a bother to Hannah



You focus on the right things and the rest of the things just won’t be that much bother anymore.
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AGAINST GOD’S WORD
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1 Sam​uel 3:1-10

If Satan has an agenda today, and we most certainly know he does...

Top of his list would be to:


	Discredit

	Dilute  

	Destroy 



The Word of the Lord by any means he can.

The Bible is our bridge between heaven and earth. Everything we know:


	About God

	About man’s purpose

	About Salvation

	About judgment and how to escape it



Is what is recorded in the Word of God.

And the only thing we know about those subjects is what is recorded in the Word of God.

Everything else is speculative and guesswork.

No wonder Satan would be in a battle to destroy the Word of God.


	He will make us question it

	He will try to get us to ignore it

	He will do all he can to ruin it



Because the Word of God is man’s only earthly link to the eternal.

Closely related to the Bible, but not quite as important, are those that God calls to preach and declare His Word. While the preacher is only an instrument used to deliver the Word of God, and only the Word of God, not the preacher, is infallible; still, it is pretty difficult to get around the fact that without the preacher, few if any would ever receive the Word of God.

So 1 Samuel 3:1 says 

.... And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. (KJV)

That means was that there were no prophets declaring God’s Word. Sure, religion was going on as usual;


	There was a priest in office

	There was a place to come to worship

	There were offerings being made before the Lord



But no one was hearing from the Lord anymore. Or at least not very often.

And the Bible gives us some hints as to the reasons why:

A. Eli, the priest, appears to have been afraid to exert any authority.

1 Samuel 3:11-13

And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle.

In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end.

For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. (KJV)

I am going to address the issue of Eli’s sons in a moment, but I want to begin at the top, where the leadership lay. The Bible says that Eli, knowing about his son’s sins, restrained them not. The fact that these are his children makes the situation more difficult, but the truth is that Eli was not a strong enough leader to stand and fight for truth and right.

He must have been a decent man.

God entrusted young Samuel to him.

He just wasn’t a strong enough man to confront sin when it needed to be confronted.

He would not restrain the sin.

He did speak to them about their sin

1 Samuel 2:22-25

Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people.

Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD's people to transgress.

If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin against the LORD, who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them. (KJV)

God’s man will have to do more than just tell someone they should not sin. God’s man needs to restrain people from the sin.


	It is difficult to do

	It makes people upset with you

	It causes some people to forsake you



But you have to decide what is most important


	That you have your friends and family 

	That you have the Word of the Lord



B. Because Eli’s sons were vile, wicked men

We have already heard that Eli’s sons were committing fornication with the women who came to the Tabernacle.

1 Samuel 2:12-17 also says of them...

Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD.

And the priests' custom with the people was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant came, while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth in his hand;

And he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself. So they did in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that came thither.

Also before they burnt the fat, the priest's servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw.

And if any man said unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat presently, and then take as much as thy soul desireth; then he would answer him, Nay; but thou shalt give it me now: and if not, I will take it by force.

Wherefore the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD: for men abhorred the offering of the LORD. (KJV)

You have to applaud people who will look past such wickedness and focus on the worship of the Lord.


	No matter what Eli did 

	No matter what his sons did



God is still God and God ought to be worshipped. But wicked and slothful leadership like this would sure make it difficult to have God’s blessings on the ministry.

C. Because the people were so prone to do what was right in their own eyes.

Remember, all of this is going on in those same days that are described in the book of Judges where the Bible says twice, 

Judges 21:25

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. (KJV)

No wonder Satan had succeeded in quenching the Word of God there.

But Satan is no match for our Saviour. And as much as the devil fought to keep the Word of the Lord scarce, God was on His throne and was working out a plan.

From this passage of Scripture, I see four things God is looking for to make the Word of God available.

God is looking for

PEOPLE WHO ARE DEDICATED

I speak of Samuel here.

The Bible says

1 Samuel 1:24-28

And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh: and the child was young.

And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli.

And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the LORD.

For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him:

Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there. (KJV)


	Samuel was promised to the Lord before he was ever conceived

	Samuel was dedicated to the Lord from his very birth 

	Samuel was then “lent” to the Lord once he was old enough to be weaned from his mother



I am afraid we take baby dedications too lightly. When she dedicated her child, she gave him to Eli for him to raise!

I have to tell you, I have a problem with a parent who asks me to dedicate their baby to the Lord, but a couple of years down the road they move to another church. Looks to me that when we publicly dedicate our child, 


	We are giving them to the Lord

	We are turning at least the direction of their training over to our pastor 

	At the very least we are promising to raise them in the church they are dedicated in



Those who are best able to give out the Word of the Lord are those who are dedicated to the Lord.

Not just 


	Those whose parents “lent” them to the Lord 

	Those who have made a conscious decision to surrender their life to God’s use



It means you are going to follow the man of God.

1 Samuel 2:11

And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child did minister unto the LORD before Eli the priest. (KJV)

It means you are going to stay in the house of God.

1 Samuel 2:18-19

But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen ephod.

Moreover his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. (KJV)

It means you are going to listen to the voice of God.

1 Samuel 3:3-4

And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep;

That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. (KJV)

God is looking for

PEOPLE WHO ARE SERVING

1 Samuel 2:11

And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child did minister unto the LORD before Eli the priest. (KJV)

1 Samuel 2:18

But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen ephod. (KJV)

1 Samuel 2:26

And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men. (KJV)

1 Samuel 3:1

And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. (KJV)

In First Chronicles David changed the job of some of the Levites. When they had worshiped in the tabernacle, a particular group of Levites were given the job of carrying the tabernacle and its furniture from place to place. When the temple was built though, that job became obsolete. So David assigned them the job of ministering to the priests by purifying the things of the Temple.

Their new job was to sweep and wash and carry out the filth after the sacrifices.

Samuel’s job right then, ministering before unto the Lord before Eli was probably 


	Sweeping 

	Washing  

	Dusting



It was only years later that God made him one of the most influential people in human history.

We have to be faithful in serving in the little things before the Lord will ever consider promoting us to doing something bigger.

God is looking for

PEOPLE WHO WILL LISTEN

1 Samuel 3:10

And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. (KJV)

Samuel did not figure out who he was listening to for a little while. And it will take us some time to learn how to hear the voice of the Lord.


	We will need to be faithful to the Bible

	We will need to be faithful to our church

	We will need to be faithful to the ministry we do have



If we will learn to hear God’s voice.

God is looking for

IV. PEOPLE WHO WILL SPEAK UP

1 Samuel 3:15-18

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision.

Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he answered, Here am I.

And he said, What is the thing that the LORD hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any thing from me of all the things that he said unto thee.

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is the LORD: let him do what seemeth him good. (KJV)

God’s message was not an easy one to deliver, but God’s message needed to be delivered anyway.


	There was no real good way to soften the message

	There was no real good way to explain the message









There was only one thing Samuel could do and that was to tell the message.

I fear for Christians right now. We have grown so used to being successful and bragging about having the fastest growing churches in the country that I am afraid most churches have compromised the message in order to keep folks coming.

––––––––
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I JUST CAN’T DO IT.


	I can’t soften my message

	I can’t shorten my message

	I can’t change my message



Because I am sure that the day I do, I will lose my message.

I go to churches that are independent fundamental, Bible believing, and even growing, where there is no real message.


	The pastor is good at opening the Bible and giving a good outline of the text

	The pastor may be great at expounding and explaining the premise of the context 

	The pastor might be good at organizing and motivating people to see his vision



But there just isn’t a message from God.

So far I have just not been able to bring myself to make that switch; from Bible preacher, to Bible expositor.

Conclusion:

“...the Word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision.”

That is, until God found a man 


	Who was dedicated

	Who was serving

	Who would listen 

	Who would speak up



We are in a battle for the Word of the Lord today. Satan is out to deafen men’s ears to the message. His attack is on a two-fold front


	One, discredit the Bible

	Two, disarm the voices declaring God’s word



Let’s not let him win this battle!
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THE BATTLE FOR SPIRITUAL INTEGRITY
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1 Sa​muel 4:1-11

In the New Pilgrim Study Bible, on page 410 there is a comment on verse three that has the caption “Misplaced Trust.” The comment goes on to say, “The elders had a superstitious trust in the ark, as though it were a charm with some magic power to help them. They trusted in the ark instead of trusting in the God of the ark.”

I personally don’t think they were that superstitious about the ark.

Numbers 31:6 KJV  

And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his hand.

Moses was certainly not superstitious when he sent the son of the High Priest into the battlefield with the “holy instruments.”

The ark was no lucky charm; but neither was it a mere symbol.

A. Later, when the Philistines placed the ark in the house of their false god, Dagon, God destroyed their idol.

1 Samuel 5:1-5

And

B. God smote the Philistine people of Ashdod, where the ark was kept with emerods – a sort of boil. 

Some people say it was hemorrhoids.

Some even died of this judgment.

1 Samuel 5:6-9; 12

C. Years later, when David attempted to return the ark to the Tabernacle, he did not carefully follow God’s Word and Uzzah touched the ark and was killed.

Uzzah was a probably a very good man.

And I think his heart was in the right place.

But the Bible still says 

2 Samuel 6:7

And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. (KJV)

The ark was more than just a charm. I am sure of it. I think it is interesting that when Eli heard that his sons were killed and the ark was taken the Bible says,

1 Samuel 4:18

And it came to pass, when he [the messenger who came from the battlefield] made mention of the ark of God, that he [Eli] fell from off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. (KJV)


	Eli did not fall at hearing that his boys had died

	He fell when he heard that the ark was taken



Even Phinehas’ wife understood the significance of this when, at the deliverance of her child, she named him “Ichabod” which means “the glory of the Lord is departed” after hearing about the ark and Eli and her husband.

Vs 21

This doesn't have to do with their superstitiously believing that there was power in the Ark of the Covenant. The problem is more subtle than that. The lesson of First Samuel 4 is, we can’t “inject” God into the world of our making and expect Him to get us out of our mess.

Ours is to live as God teaches us and let Him bless us from there. We just can’t go about living as we please, sinning as if there is no sin, and then just figure we can plug a little “God” into the equation and be blessed for it.


	There is a battle for spiritual integrity today

	There is a battle for a walk with God that is “in spirit and in truth”

	There is a battle to bring men up to God’s standard rather than dragging God down to our own



Remember the setting for First Samuel. These are the days of the judges. And these are days when the Bible says,

Judges 21:25

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. (KJV)

That is pretty descriptive of our own day so the lessons will apply today as well as then. Notice that they:

BLAMED GOD FOR THEIR FAILURE

Vs 1-3

1 Samuel 4:3

And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies. (KJV)


	I hear a lot of that today

	I do some of it myself



Things don’t go my way and all of a sudden, “Why is God letting this happen to me?”

I heard a preacher say recently that God’s word emphasizes that we as Christians are supposed to “get wisdom.”

A lot of the time we blame God because we made unwise choices and got ourselves into trouble.

The truth is that,

A. God did often use the Philistines to judge Israel

When He did that, we can tell exactly why God let it happen; it was to get them to get things right with God again.

Why does God let things happen to us? Generally, it will be so we cry out to God and begin to seek out His wisdom again.


	When we do what it right in our own eyes

	When we refuse to learn and use God’s wisdom



Then we can expect God to let an enemy come into our lives to correct us and bring us back into fellowship with Him.

B. Sometime God isn’t correcting but training

Not every tough thing that happens to us is because we are getting judged and spanked.

Some of it is training.

Wasn’t that the way it was in school sports?


	Sometimes you did push ups because you made the coach mad

	Most of the time you did push ups because you needed to get into shape



I went out for track a couple of years in High School. Just outside of town, near the track, there was a hill we called “flat top.” There was a road that four wheelers used to see if they could make it to the top. Very seldom could a motorcyclist make it more than 15 or 20 feet up the road. It was very, very steep. And we would have to run up it several times a month. Coach did not make us do that because we had done wrong. He made us do that to get into shape.

Sometimes, maybe more often than not, we go through hard times because God is training us. Either way, the proper response is to seek the Lord, draw closer to Him, during those hard times.

Don’t blame God; seek God.

I notice that they

PUT GOD IN THE MIDST OF THEIR FAILURE

Vs 3-4

So here they were, getting beaten by the Philistines and their answer to their trouble was, “Let’s get the ark in the middle of this thing.”


	They were where they were because they would not obey God

	They were where they were because they did what was right in their own eyes

	They were where they were because they had not listened to the man of God



And now, 


	Without consulting the preacher

	Without really asking God what He wanted

	Without waiting for God’s answer why He had allowed this to happen



“The people” sent for the ark.

It is never a good idea for the people to have their own way.

It always leads to a disaster!

A. The people had not called out to the Lord

They had blamed God, but they had not prayed to the Lord. Several times before King David entered into battle, he specifically asked God if he should go fight. These people might have done well to ask the Lord if they should go into the battle the next day.

B. The people had not waited on God

Of course, they didn’t. They hadn’t even asked the Lord if they should enter the battle, they certainly did not expect an answer from Him.

C. The people had not turned from their sin

Over and over in the book of Judges the answer for Israel getting smitten by the Philistines or another enemy was to turn from their sin.

They did not even attempt that.

D. This was a “feel good” religious thing

Their calling for the ark was.

1. This is about the same thing as a young bride wanting a church wedding even though she and her husband to be haven’t darkened the doors of a church service together.

2. This is about the same thing as going to church Christmas and Easter, even though a person wouldn’t consider going to church any other time of year.

3. This is the same thing as a person calling on the Lord to save them when they are in the hospital and they think they are going to die; but as soon as they learn they survived their surgery, they forget about the promises they made to the Lord.

It’s the shallow, "call on God when I am in trouble and forget about God all the rest of the time," kind of Christianity. And it is a disgrace to the Lord.

It is the church that mixes the things the world likes with the name of God just so people will come to the church.


	It is getting the crowd at whatever the cost

	It is keeping the congregation no matter what compromise needs to be made



It is using ungodly music and putting Christian words to it.

The lost world knows it is wrong


	No matter how large the congregation gets

	No matter what kind of influence the church might have



And sooner or later the world rebels against it.

In the book of Revelation you find a religion that uses political means to gain power and favor. But eventually the kings they used to give them power turned against them and destroyed them.

Notice in the text is that they

EXPECTED GOD TO DELIVER THEM WITHOUT THEIR GETTING THINGS RIGHT WITH HIM

Vs 5-18

But the whole thing backfired on them.

The Philistines at first were terrified at the news that the ark had come – but all that happened was it caused them to fight that much harder.

And God refused to let Israel “use Him” like that. The Philistines still won the battle, but now, the ark was gone, and the priests were dead.

I am reminded of: 

Acts 19:6-16

And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

And all the men were about twelve.

And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.

But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.

And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:

So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.

Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.

And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so.

And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?

And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. (KJV)

You see, we can’t just throw God into our mix anyway we please.

A local church frequently runs an advertisement on the television stations near where I live. In the ad, this girl acts like life is going great.


	She has her job

	She has her coffee

	She has her friends



And then she says, she wants “the whole enchilada” meaning she wants God too.

And I think there are a lot of people in America just like the commercial. They throw in the ingredients that make up their lives as they please and some of them even throw in a little “God.”

Depending on the person and their background


	Some throw in a little more “God”

	Some throw in a little less “God”



But either way, the result is just the same. They only want enough God to season their life to taste.

Whole churches are geared just to attract that type of person.


	Make the church what the community wants

	Make the services “seeker friendly”

	Make the messages positive and uplifting

	Make the songs entertaining



And God hates it.

Oh, sure, there is a lot of shouting and cheering going on.

Vs 5

And even sometimes the world is impressed by it.

Vs 6-7

But the result is still the same. 


	Defeat

	Despair

	Death

	Disappointment 



That God is not who you wanted Him to be.

I will be honest with you. I am afraid the Lord has already written “Ichabod” over most of the United States of America.


	There are still some pockets, thank God, of people who seek the Lord with all of their heart and soul and minds

	There is still a remnant who cling to the Word of God as their only standard

	God is still calling some like Samuel and God still has a young person coming up like David, who is going to do great things for the Lord









But I don’t think we help anything when we ignore the fact that so much of what Christians do today is just “inject” a little “God” into the mess they are making of their lives.

Spiritual integrity demands we who believe God’s Word call sin and worldliness exactly what it is. And only then might we expect God to bring revival back to America.
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THE BATTLE FOR A GATHERED PEOPLE
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1 Sa​muel 7:1-12

In these days, gathering together the people of God in the appropriate house of God may be one of the biggest spiritual battles we face. Not that there aren’t places to gather today. On the seemly side of things people gather:


	At parties

	In bars

	At nightclubs 



People are gathered:


	In the Casinos

	In the movie theaters



And in some places more wicked than these.

On the less seemly side people gather at:


	Basketball Arenas

	Baseball Fields

	Football Stadiums



I can’t believe that side by side in Seattle sit both the Safeco Field and the Qwest Stadium, each capable of seating some 60,000 people, and today you almost can’t buy a ticket to a Seahawks game because they are sold out.

On the more spiritual side, we still don’t have trouble gathering people together. Joel Osteen, pastor of the Lakewood Church in Texas has recently converted the former Compaq Center in Houston to house the tens of thousands who attend every Sunday. Recently Joel Osteen was in Seattle and rented the Key Arena for the event. His appearance in Seattle caused every bit as big of a traffic jam as would a Sonics game held in the same arena.

No, the problem today is not getting people together. The battle is to get them gathered together: 


	In the right place

	Where they will hear right doctrine

	Preached from the right Bible



Israel, in Samuel’s day, was in the same type of battle

THERE WAS A GETTING RIGHT WITH GOD

Vs 2-4

First Samuel 7 finds us in the very last days known as the time of the Judges of Israel. They had no king in those days. And they had gone through several cycles of:


	Backsliding away from God

	Followed by attacks from an outside enemy

	Followed by revival as they sought God



Israel had been in a period of backsliding so bad that the Bible says the Word of God was precious, there was no open vision. Meaning that they did not even have a man of God preaching to them.

By chapter seven Israel has come to recognize that God has once again provided them a man of God - Samuel. Samuel’s first duty was to get the people to leave the worship of false gods.

This might seem pretty obvious to us today. But remember, the worship of Astaroth and Baalim would have seemed as normal them in their day as attending.


	Joel Osteen’s ministry 

	Crystal Cathedral 



Would today.

Very few find much wrong with those types of churches today. I understand that the Crystal Cathedral is just about as popular attraction in Southern California as is Disneyland. They are just around the corner from each other and Christians going to Disneyland are likely to take a tour of the Cathedral while they are there.

For Samuel to tell the people to put away Ashtaroth and Baalim is just about the same thing as a Baptist preacher telling Christians if you are going to get right with God they are going to have to stop listening to the likes of:


	Joel Osteen 

	Robert Schuller (and whatever his son’s name is) 

	Charismatic mega ministries that are more local



And telling them they are going to have to come to the one ministry the Lord died for – that is a local church.


	Where the Bible is preached

	Where the Lord is worshipped and not man 

	Where you will be held accountable to live right before God



THERE WAS A GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE PEOPLE

Vs 5-6

There isn’t supposed to be this mix of worldliness and spirituality so many shoot for these days. Jesus said you can’t serve God and mammon. You have to make your choice.

Samuel didn’t gather the people until they had put away the other gods. But once they had, he called them to gather together. That sounds to me like about the same thing as us posting that our services are: 


	10:00 Sunday School

	11:00 Morning Worship

	6:00 Evening Preaching 

	7:00 Wednesday Prayer and Bible message



Sounds a lot like a preacher announcing we are going to have revival services on this day and time.

Hey – God’s people are supposed to assemble! And...


	As the days draw closer to the Lord’s return

	As the world presses in on us more and more



We are supposed to assemble together that much more!

I did not say it, God did.

Heb 10:25

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV)

Samuel called the people to gather in verse 5

And they gathered in verse 6

THERE WAS A GRIEVOUS ATTACK AGAINST THE PEOPLE

Vs 7

Osteen’s crowd doesn’t get this part of the Bible very well. The Bible does not promise that when we do right, we will have no problems. The Bible promises that when we do right God will be with us in the problems.

The Philistines were still likely in control of Israel after the battles that took place in chapter 4. And they simply misunderstood the reason for Israel being assembled like this.
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