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I wrote this book with a specific purpose in mind: to provide valuable information that can help gold prospectors and miners, especially those in Indonesia. Drawing from my own experiences in the region, I have compiled essential knowledge on finding gold with metal detectors and gold pans and where to look for gold. This book is particularly relevant for those interested in placer gold mining and exploration, whether they are artisanal miners, geologists, or hobbyists searching for gold recreationally. By distilling the most important information into a condensed format, I hope to provide readers with practical insights that will help them find more gold, more easily. Within these pages, you'll find detailed information on gold detectors and the different types of gold that can be detected, as well as advice on how to choose the right detector for your needs. I'll also cover gold pans and their evolution, including recommendations on which pans to use. Additionally, I discuss the methods of artisanal alluvial gold mining, including sluicing, dredging, and underwater prospecting. And I elaborate with illustrations of how to find Gold and where. The illustrations will help you understand why Gold settles where and when. 

———————————————————————————
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​The History of Gold, generally and in Indonesia.
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Gold has a long and fascinating history that has captivated the human imagination for thousands of years. Its unique physical properties, rarity, and beauty have made it one of the most sought-after and valuable substances on Earth.

The earliest known uses of Gold date back to the ancient civilizations of the Middle East, where it was used as a form of currency and jewellery as far back as 3500 BCE. The Egyptians, in particular, were known for their intricate Gold jewellery and the use of Gold in religious ceremonies. The metal's scarcity and its ability to resist corrosion and tarnish made it an ideal material for these purposes.

Throughout history, Gold has played a significant role in the development of economies and trade. Gold was used as a symbol of power and wealth ever since and it did not change. In the 16th century, the discovery of vast quantities of Gold in the Americas by explorers such as Christopher Columbus sparked a new era of exploration and conquest. The Gold rush of the 19th century in California further cemented Gold's place as a symbol of prosperity.

Gold has also played a role in the development of scientific understanding. In the 19th century, the use of Gold in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis marked the first time that a metal was used for medicinal purposes. And in the 20th century, the discovery of Gold's unique properties in the field of electronics paved the way for the development of modern computing and communication technologies.

In Indonesia, Gold has a long and rich history. In ancient times, the islands of Indonesia were known as a major source of Gold for the kingdoms of Southeast Asia. The Kingdom of Majapahit is known for its metal processing skills. Until today it is not fully understood how they could process metals achieving the results they did with the means they had. It's one of the little mysteries occupying scientists' minds when it comes to Indonesian history. 

Sumatra was known in ancient times by the Sanskrit name of Suwarnadwīpa - 'Island of Gold' - and Suwarnabhūmi  - Land of Gold - ​[1] indicating the immediate association of the island with Gold. That proves to be true until today. For more than a thousand years miners have been extracting Gold from Sumatra and it has not stopped. But the other major islands of Indonesia do not lose in comparison with Sumatra either. 

Another interesting fact about Indonesian Gold is that the country is home to the largest Gold mine in the world, the Grasberg mine, which is located in the province of Papua. The mine, which is operated by the American mining company Freeport McMoRan, is known for its vast reserves of Gold and copper and is one of the largest single sources of Gold production in the world.

In times of economic global turmoil like these Gold is becoming ever more important. There are even new multinational currencies on the horizon such as Brics that intend to back the currencies with Gold. Brics is expanding and may welcome Indonesia into its ranks soon. Brics members are particularly interested in Gold.  

To sum it up, Gold's unique properties, rarity, and beauty have made it a substance that has captivated the human imagination for thousands of years. From its use as currency and jewellery in ancient civilizations to its role in the development of modern technology and economies, Gold has played a significant role in the history of humanity. And with its rich history and valuable deposits, Indonesia remains one of the world's leading producers of Gold, making it an important player in the global Gold market.
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​Gold is Natural Money
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History has also demonstrated repeatedly that paper money issued by governments always faces the problem of manipulation and inflation. Since governments can print as much money as they like it can cause the devaluation of the money..  What that basically means is that the money you have is less valuable and that what you need to buy gets more expensive. Today's money, at least the major currencies, are not backed by anything like Gold. If you are unlucky enough the devaluation will continue “until nothing is left”. Indonesia monetary crisis in 1998 is an example of that. But there are many examples throughout monetary history. In some countries the devaluation continued to a point that people used money instead of firewood. They just burned it to stay warm.  

Alan Greenspan, former chairman of the Federal Reserve, is well known for his views on the importance of Gold as a store of value. He has often warned about the moral hazard posed by fiat currency (paper money) and the dangers of relying on central banks to maintain the value of money. Here are several interesting quotes by him on this topic. 

I cite just one of the most famous ones: 

"Gold still represents the ultimate form of payment in the world. Fiat money, in extremis, is accepted by nobody. Gold is always accepted."​[2]
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