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INTRODUCTION
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Christian experience from the day of Pentecost onward is presented to us in the Acts of the Apostles as a life pervaded by the Holy Spirit of God. There was a fulfilment of the promise of the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ that those who believed the gospel would be baptized in the Holy Spirit. He was to be their Comforter, their Teacher and their Guide. Frequently they knew the joy of being filled with the Holy Spirit; out of their innermost being flowed the promised “rivers of living water”, The fruit of the Spirit was abundantly manifest in their character.

Almost two thousand years have passed by. Amidst the spiritual apostasy of the last days many believers feel keenly aware of the need for the power of the Holy Spirit in their daily experience. They realise that only His indwelling grace can produce the true fruit of the Spirit. He alone can convict unbelievers of sin, righteousness and judgment. He alone can guide into all the truth. Only His fulness and power can avail in spiritual conflict and testimony. Great longings are stirred in the believer’s heart, longings which can be answered only by the assurance of the indwelling Spirit of God, who “beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children of God”, and confirms to us the mighty truths of divine revelation.

Yet there is a bewildering confusion of teaching on this subject. Basic scriptural truths regarding the Holy Spirit in the believer are sometimes blurred by the tendency to build doctrines on experience rather than on a sound exposition of the word of God. There is an emphasis on spiritual manifestations of a sensational kind, which assume an importance out of proportion to their scriptural setting.  Our safeguard is to establish from the Scriptures the truth regarding the work of the Holy Spirit. He who inspired the writers of the sacred oracles reveals to us in the written Word the fundamental facts of the Spirit’s indwelling and filling. These truths are particularly clear in the Epistles. Having established landmarks of clear doctrinal statement, we may then relate to these the experiences of believers living in the time of the Lord and His apostles, and also of believers in the twentieth century.

The opening chapters of this book are designed to provide a brief outline of Bible truth regarding the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, with special reference to His activity in the believer in this present age of grace. Following this are discussions of more controversial issues which have tended to becloud the understanding of many in regard to the Spirit’s ministry. Do we long for the Spirit’s fulness and power? It is God’s will that we should experience this, not fitfully, but continually. Let us then open God’s word together, step by step to explore the wonder of the Holy Spirit’s Person, the variety of His ministry, and the possibilities through knowing His filling.  “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and fight unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


CHAPTER ONE: TRUTHS CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD
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His Deity

With deep reverence the believer reads of truths concerning the Holy Spirit which are beyond natural comprehension. Faith rests implicitly upon God’s word as to the fact that the Holy Spirit is God, even as the Father is God and the Son is God; not three Gods, but one God in three Persons. This profound truth is central to the whole revelation of Scripture. It is beyond tracing out by limited human thought (Romans 11:33), but accepted by faith it becomes a deeply treasured conviction, a source of gratitude and wonder that “things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, and which entered not into the heart of man”, should have been revealed to mere mortals through the Spirit by the Word.

In illustration of scriptural reference to the Deity of the Holy Spirit, it is clear that when Ananias lied to the Spirit (Acts 5:3) he lied to God (5:4). Then in 1 Corinthians 2:10 we read that “the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God”; only One possessed of full Deity could plumb the depths of the thoughts of Deity. From 2 Corinthians 3:18 we learn that one of the Holy Spirit’s titles is “the Lord the Spirit”, the previous verse expressly stating that “the Lord is the Spirit”. Both in Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 the Holy Spirit is linked with Father and Son in such a way as to imply both equality and unity.

His Personality

It is equally clear that the Holy Spirit is a Person, and not merely “an influence emanating from God the Father”. This is shown by the words of the Lord Jesus in John 14:16,17: “I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth”. The “other Comforter”, the Holy Spirit, is referred to as a personality distinct from both the Father and the Son. The Son was to return to the Father (16:5), but the Spirit was to be sent forth from the Father that He might be with the Lord’s disciples in this world. In John chapters 14 to 16 the Lord repeatedly uses the personal pronoun ‘He’ when referring to the Holy Spirit (see 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 for use of masculine demonstrative pronoun ‘ekeinos’).

Moreover it is possible to “grieve” the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30), to “quench” the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19), and to “do despite” unto the Spirit (Hebrews 10:29). Such expressions would be inappropriate were the Holy Spirit not in fact a Person whose understanding (1 Corinthians 2:10), emotions (James 4:5) and will (Galatians 5:17) are clearly discernible in scriptural revelation.

His Participation in Divine Purpose towards Mankind

The Holy Spirit’s activity in connection with divine purpose is distinctively presented in Scripture. For instance, in regard to creation it was the Spirit of God who “moved upon the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2) when as yet the earth was waste and void. It was He also who strove with men in the days before the Flood, graciously stirring them to consider their guilt and the warning of coming judgment. It was He who came upon many servants of God in empowering grace at critical points in their experience, as with Samson (Judges 14:6; 15:14) or Saul (1 Samuel 11:6). There is illuminating reference to the Spirit’s work in Numbers 11 when the LORD put upon seventy eiders of Israel the Spirit that was upon Moses to equip them to share the burden of responsibility among God’s people. Indeed there has been no movement of God in the hearts of men apart from the activity of the Holy Spirit, as Zechariah so tellingly expressed it in chapter 4 verse 6 of his prophecy: “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts”.

A specialised aspect of the Spirit’s work was His guidance of men chosen to provide us with God’s written revelation. It was “the Spirit of Christ which was in them who testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that should follow (1 Peter 1:11). Those led by the Spirit to write in this way searched “what time or what manner of time” the Holy Spirit was pointing unto, and it was revealed to them that fulfilment must await later generations. These prophets had spoken from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit. Because of this Paul could write, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16 KJV). What the Spirit accomplished through earlier writers to provide the Old Testament, He continued through the writers of the New Testament, bringing to their remembrance all that the Lord had said to them (John 14:26), guiding them into all the truth and declaring to them the things that are to come (John 16:13).

As He was so closely associated with the provision of the written Word, so the Spirit was also prominent in connection with the birth and earthly experiences of the Incarnate Word. With reverence we ponder the words of Gabriel to Mary, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee: wherefore also that which is to be born shall be called holy, the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). At the Lord’s baptism the Spirit descended in bodily form, as a dove, upon Him; He was afterwards driven of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil (Mark 1:9-13); He returned “in the power of the Spirit into Galilee and declared in the synagogue at Nazareth that the words of Isaiah’s prophecy had found fulfilment that day: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor” (Luke 4:14-18).

This obtained throughout His ministry, and even in death it was “through the eternal Spirit” that He offered Himself without blemish unto God (Hebrews 9:14), whilst He was “quickened in the Spirit” ­(1 Peter 3:18) on the resurrection morning. For it is “the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead” who indwells the believer (Romans 8:11).

This activity of God’s Spirit is seen in connection with every aspect of divine purpose in the Old Testament, and during the time of the Lord’s first appearing among men. The day of Pentecost, however, marked the beginning of a new era in which the ministry of the Holy Spirit would be even more pronounced The Lord Jesus had clearly foretold this (see John 7:37-39) before His death, and the promise was renewed after His resurrection (Acts 1:4,5,8). The Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost in fulfilment of the promise, ushering in an age of God’s dealings with men which would be especially characterized by a new and enlarged expression of the work of the Spirit.

The greater emphasis upon the work of the Spirit in the world during the present age of grace is illustrated by the wider variety of names or titles by which He is referred to in the New Testament as compared with the Old Testament. In the latter we read of “the Spirit of God”, “the Spirit of the LORD”, “My Spirit” or simply “the Spirit”. The New Testament includes such designations as “the Comforter”, “the Spirit of Holiness”, the “Spirit of Jesus”, “the Spirit of Christ”, “the eternal Spirit”, “the Spirit of the living God”, “ the Spirit of Glory” ­and the “Holy Spirit of promise”. So the character and activities of this blessed Person are more fully revealed than in any previous era, and the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ has particular blessings and privileges in association with the work of the Paraclete.
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