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Chapter 1: The Location of Eden

It only makes sense to start at the very beginning. The Cradle of Civilization is believed to be where mankind got its start. All of my life, I’ve heard two different arguments for where this actually occurred:


	Africa 

	Mesopotamia



There’s no way that both arguments could be right... or could they? In Western society, we tend to think of The Middle East as some separate area not associated with Africa, but that couldn’t be further from the truth. The Middle East is physically connected to Africa, and was under African control for thousands of years. Let’s look at a map of Africa, Israel, and the Middle East, before we continue. Pay special attention to where each area is located.
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Figure 1

NOW THAT WE HAVE A clear idea of where everything is located on a map, it seems obvious that The Cradle of Civilization can’t be located both in Africa and the Middle East. I struggled with a definitive answer for a long time until I decided to pick up a study on The Garden of Eden. Let’s take a look at what the earth may have looked like prior to its divide.

Pre-Divide Geography

It was the study of The Garden of Eden that prompted me to look deeper into Pangaea, the name that scientists gave the world before the earth was rearranged by continental drift. Take a look at the following map.

[image: pangea_politik]

Figure 2

If we look at this pre-divide map, based on the Continental Drift theory, we see that Saudi Arabia and The Cradle of Civilization are connected to Africa, and nothing else. This scientific theory actually supports both sides of the argument, because the current Middle East was once considered to be part of Africa. If we compare the two maps, we can see how everything shifted after the earth was divided.

Geographically, we can verify that Africa and the entire Middle East were connected, even if you believe that Continental Drift is the scientific verification of the following verse:


“And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.” – Genesis 10:25



We could argue that because the earth was all one giant land mass, that there was no “Africa” at the time and that would be correct. However, while it wasn’t Africa in name, the same people still inhabited the area, pre and post divide. In order to understand the origin of these people, we need to start in The Garden of Eden.

Those that dismiss Pangaea as valid science, probably do so to hold onto the belief that Israel is part of Asian, and not Africa. This is a topic that we’re going to address later in this book. Next let’s look at the difference between Eden and the Garden of Eden.

Eden Was Not The Garden

This is a simple, but often overlooked minor detail. The garden was planted in Eden, but the garden was not Eden. To understand where Eden was, we need to consider where the garden was:


“And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.” – Genesis 2:8



We see that the garden was planted eastward in Eden, and if we accept the explanation that the garden was in Mesopotamia, we need to understand where Mesopotamia is:

[image: mesopotamia-4-638]

Figure 3

This area is known as The Fertile Crescent. If we refer back to Figure 2, we will see that The Fertile Crescent was as far east as anyone could travel before running into the ocean, pre Continental Drift or pre divide.

If the garden was planted in the east, it means Eden also encompassed the land to the west of the garden. If we refer to Figure 2, the land to the west is Arabia, Africa, South America, and a small portion of Florida.

One final explanation for Eden is that it could represent the entire land mass that we refer to as Pangaea. However, when we look at the Biblical geography, the only locations mentioned are African and Arabian rivers. The names of those rivers are:


	Pison (Genesis 2:11) – Encompassed Havilah

	Gihon (Genesis 2:13) – Encompassed Ethiopia

	Hiddekel (Genesis 2:14) – Flows east toward Assyria

	Euphrates (Genesis 2:14) – No description given.



If we look at Figure 3, we find that the Euphrates runs right through the Fertile Crescent, but we do not see the other three rivers. In order to get a better idea of the area, let’s look at the locations of Havilah (Figure 4) and Ethiopia (Figure 5).

[image: havilah-map]

Figure 4
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Figure 5

AFTER LOOKING AT THE maps, we see that Ethiopia is right across the Red Sea from Havilah. That means that the Garden of Eden was relatively close to these areas, which means that Eden (not the garden) likely included these areas.

Bible Fact: The Garden of Eden was destroyed in Noah’s flood. Those that go looking for it probably won’t find its exact location ever, but the land referred to as Eden still exists.

Free Your Mind


	Why would one of the rivers of Eden flow through Ethiopia?

	If the Garden is on the East side of Eden, what continent is to the West?

	Is it possible that Africa is the land referred to as Eden in scripture?

	Why were the Arabia and Africa that are associated with the Bible, renamed to The Middle East?



The Breakdown

What we have here in this chapter is nothing more than the first two chapters of Genesis, and they are just the tip of this mind blowing iceberg. The naming, renaming, and reclassifying of territories, is nothing more than an attempt to distance the Bible, and more specifically Israel, from being considered as part of Africa.

Even if we choose not to accept that Israel is physically connected to Africa, both history and the Bible prove that is culturally connected to Africa. In fact, it is more culturally connected to Africa than it is to Asia.

Chapter 2: Noah and His Three Sons

While we know that Adam had a race, there is very little indication of what that race may have been, other than the fact that he was created close to the equator, where darker skin is a normal feature of the area. It is through the sons of Noah that we find the most concrete evidence about who is who in the Bible. Before we jump into the sons, let’s examine the theory that Noah might have been an Albino.

Was Noah An Albino?

Many people point to Noah being albino because they are looking for a compromise as to whether or not Noah and his predecessors were dark skinned people. The reference to Noah being an albino is found in the Book of Enoch:


“He answered and said, On account of a great event have I come to thee; and on account of a sight difficult to be comprehended have I approached thee. And now, my father, hear me; for to my son Lamech a child has been born, who resembles not him; and whose nature is not like the nature of man. His colour is whiter than snow; he is redder than the rose; the hair of his head is whiter than white wool; his eyes are like the rays of the sun; and when he opened them he illuminated the whole house.“ – Book of Enoch 105:9-10



While some are quick to point out that these verses indicate that Noah was an albino, they are often unaware of the rest of the preceding verses. The people were amazed because they were not white, but Noah was. Noah having white skin was a big deal to them, and if there is any truth to the story, it also points to the line of Shem being a darker skinned people.

In addition to the circumstantial evidence that the line of Seth likely had brown or darker skin, they are also admitting to a few facts that we know about albinism:


	Albinism in America and Europe occurs at the rate of less than 5 in 100,000.

	Albinism in Nigeria occurs at the rate of 20 in 100,000. That’s four times the rate of Europeans and Americans.



As we can see, the statistics point to it being four times more likely that Noah was a black or brown albino vs. a European albino. The facts also show that an albino has a 1 in 4 chance of having an albino child, and a 3 in 4 chance of having a child with normal skin tone. This brings us to Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Shem, Ham, and Japheth

If Noah was indeed an albino descended from dark skinned people, Noah would have all of the genes necessary to have sons of varying skin tones. These skin tons could have ranged from very dark (black skinned) to very pale (white skin albino). However, European albinos do not contain the genetics to produce black or dark skinned offspring. It only works one way. Now let’s fast forward to directly after the flood.

After the flood, Noah’s family, which descended from the lineage of Seth, the son of Adam, was the only family alive on the earth. According to Genesis 10, everyone on the earth today, descended from one of Noah’s three sons:


	Shem (Semites)

	Ham (Africans)

	Japheth (Europeans and Asians)



The above associations are general associations, which we’re going to get into deeper as we progress on our journey. Shem’s line will branch out to occupy The Middle East and parts of Africa. Ham’s line will branch out mostly into Africa and parts of the Middle East. Japheth’s line will branch out mostly into Europe and parts of Asia.

While we proceed, please keep in mind that the world, up until Peleg, most likely looked like the Pangaea map (Figure 2). After the world was divided, the map reconfigured to what it looks like in the modern day. Let’s break down the areas where both the Bible and commonly accepted belief tells us that these three brothers and their descendants settled:

The Genealogy of Shem

It is through the lineage of Shem that the Messiah would be born. The following genealogy breaks down the entire line of Shem, as presented in Genesis 10.

	Shem 
	Elam

	Asshur

	Arphaxad 	Salah 	Eber 
	Peleg

	Joktan 
	Almodad

	Sheleph

	Hazarmaveth

	Hadoram

	Uzal

	Diklah

	Obal

	Abimal

	Sheba

	Ophir

	Havilah

	Jobab















	Lud

	Aram 
	Uz

	Hul

	Gether

	Mash










According to Genesis 10:30, these sons of Shem dwelled from Mesha eastward to Mount Sephar. The following map shows where these areas were located.

[image: 030A-Image Map Mesha to Sephar]

Figure 6

As you can see, Mesha and Mount Sephar are just south of Israel, and directly east of Egypt. This will be very important in understanding why Abraham ended up in Ur, under the rule of Nimrod. We’re going to come back to Shem, because they will take up life in some of the least likely places.

The Genealogy of Ham

Ham often gets a bad rap because of a pesky little curse that wasn’t even put on him to begin with. It is Ham that many people believe to be the father of all of the African nations. The following genealogy breaks down the entire line of Ham, as presented in Genesis 10.
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