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The starry systems have evolved from unformed gaseous masses in space, which are the first substances evolving from pure energy, these being made up of positive and negative units of electricity. Through gravitation these masses settled into a compact area and began to have a sort of transparent substance, like a nebulous sphere.
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Introduction
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The purpose of this book is not to show you how to set up or read a horoscope. Such information can be found in many books. But here we seek to help you get acquainted with the feeling and personality of signs and planets and their underlying symbology.

We assure you that although astrological charts are based on a concept which places the earth at the center of the wheel, this does not render them invalid, as the study of an individual chart would show. This is because the average man/woman is the center of their own universe, which seems to revolve around them. As far as earthman is concerned in his daily physical needs, the sun and moon encircle his environment to bring him night and day, cycles and seasons.

It is only when he passes beyond the self-centered area of consciousness to become a solar-oriented being, a true Sun-Son, that he moves, in essence, off the wheel of earth’s Karma and consciousness to join with the great Identity at the center of the solar system. Then he no longer wishes to categorize himself within the limits of a zodiacal pattern, which was manifest at the time his present vehicle emerged. In becoming one with God, he identifies with the timeless essence of his true Being, and thus partakes of all these twelve attributes as One.

[image: image]

Our Divine Mother has fashioned a marvelous gown

the deep blue of an evening sky.

Its fabric through the mighty Ages 

has been interwoven with whispered fables 

and myths wrought by every creature of heaven and earth, 

of Time and Space, of angels, gods and men.

Fine patterns they trace

like a Documentary of Time

on the misty folds of her gracefully flowing garb.

She is the Sea in which our Island Earth floats by

along with other orbs—all sparkling jewels

which flash with every movement of her thought,

and dance with gentle rhythm in the beauty of the Night.

The Moon is Her pendant, and the Sun Her Crown;

and She both day and night enwraps the worlds around,

remembering, as the Soul remembers All.
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Creation
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“Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years.” (Genesis 1:14)

In the beginning, before worlds or beings or creatures, there was naught but seeming space. This space was filled with the powers and forces of God, but It needed to be ordered to become constructive and beneficent. So the Great Intelligence of God organized these powers through sending forth of the Word, that the essence of the powers in Sound might control the forces of the Universe. Where the Father centers His Great Consciousness the processes of Creation take place.

The starry systems have evolved from unformed gaseous masses in space, which are the first substances evolving from pure energy, these being made up of positive and negative units of electricity. Through gravitation these masses settled into a compact area and began to have a sort of transparent substance, like a nebulous sphere.

The nature of this energy causes rotation of the sphere, which in gathering speed becomes elongated like a spindle. As several of these nebulae whirl simultaneously there occurs a sort of tidal force or pull which detaches parts from the whole, and separates these into individual whirling masses which become stars.

The rising speed of acceleration also causes an increase of heat and light, and bits of substance fly off the surface into space to become more stars. This same principle holds true in forming the planets, as smaller amounts detach from the stars and at some distance away begin to cool and solidify into denser form, becoming planets, or satellites of planets. The tidal pull of various bodies upon each other holds them in suitable positions clustered at balanced distances apart to move around stronger bodies whose gravitational pull holds them in course as they whirl into orderly systems of galaxies and universes.

The word galaxy is from the Greek word gala, which means “milk.” Our own galaxy is called the Milky Way because the thick sprinkling of luminous stars gives a white, milky effect in the sky. This galaxy is of wheel formation, with thicker places like hubs at the center where the Great Nucleus is located. As you look past the general direction of Sagittarius in the heavens there can be seen a thicker area of stars beyond which this Nucleus lies. Around this great sun revolves our own entire solar system along with millions of others. As you look at the thinner portion of the Milky Way in the sky, you are looking at its lengthwise part, which thins out in density toward the rim, away from the Nucleus.

This galaxy is revolving around an even larger Center, somewhere beyond the Virgo area, but at such distance and size as cannot concern the human mind. We must work with our own solar system, and look to the Lord thereof to translate for us anything beyond Its sphere. Wheels within wheels, cycles within cycles; small orbits within larger orbits, all within vaster orbits beyond human comprehension.

Ezekiel had a vision of the Chariot of Jehovah, surrounded by a whirlwind of clouds and flames; the ancient mystics have called this Chariot a symbol of the whole solar system, while its wheels represent the orbits of the planets.

The distances between stars run into numbers so “astronomical” when given in miles, that their distances are more simply measured in light years—that is the length of time it takes light to travel from star to star. This is at the speed of 186,000 miles per second, or nearly six million, million miles per one light year. So when we say Arcturus is 33 light years away, this would be difficult to signify or even imagine in terms of miles.

When people ask how distant stars and planets can have any effect on human beings, let us remind you just as a curiosity, that the 1933 World’s Fair was officially opened by allowing a beam from distant Arcturus to turn on the switch.

The actual constellations we see in the sky are not clusters of stars all together in one group or system. They relate to each other only in the sense that all are in a single line of vision as one gazes at any given section of the heavens. Actually, they are those stars inhabiting certain regions mapped out by astronomers, the 48 original star-groups described by Ptolemy having now been expanded to number 88 constellations recognized by today’s astronomers.

These star groupings become useful in helping to find or describe the location of planets and other celestial bodies. When we say Altair is in Aquila, it is like saying a map would show Lincoln to be in Nebraska. The charting of stars is most useful in navigation on the high seas, where there are no identifying road-marks, except those in the heavens, to show direction.

Some astronomers claim the Euphrates Valley as the place where the constellations of the “zodiac” (literally “circle of animals”) was named. Their present arrangement indicates the time of their naming was the Taurean Age, roughly somewhere between 4698 B.C. and 2540 B.C. (no definite agreement has been reached as to the boundary dates of the Ages).

Since the Great Pyramid is located at the exact center of the world’s land area, its building is logically assumed as the middle of the Age of the fixed Earth sign, Taurus. In ancient times the Earth was considered the center of the universe. The consciousness of many persons still would seem to place it there.

The ancient priests of Egypt and Mesopotamia first mapped out the heavens into twelve divisions, beginning at the point where the sun (as it appeared to them) crossed the ecliptic at the vernal equinox. This is the date when day and night are of equal length, as the sun swings upward to bring longer, warmer days.

Of course, we know the Sun doesn’t move in relation to us. It only moves in relation to those larger systems with which we have no concern at all, except curiosity. But it is simpler, from our point of view, to map it as though it were moving around us.

In relation to us, the sun stands relatively still, somewhat as a shepherd leading his flocks, while we, like sheep, move round and round him, along with the other planets. He moves also on a larger yearly cycle, his long, slow trek taking us through meadows and mountains, in a great circle in search of grassy pasture, and returning to the barn only at midwinter, carrying his flock like a miniature solar system along with him.

These sheep might think the whole world, including the shepherd, was revolving around them, but actually they would only be circling round him in his steady yearly path. He also would be moving in some still larger pattern of life relating to things in his own human environment, beyond the comprehension or concern of the sheep.

However, distance dilutes the effects of things, so we actually receive most impact from that which is near to us. Lest the scope of creation make you feel too minute and insignificant, remember that you too are lord of your own universe. Not only do you have a central nucleus in the Self, and exude an atmosphere around you, but you also affect other persons through interchange of magnetism and radiation. Above all your mind has the power to direct and create new conditions in your life and environment. The cells of your body are living, conscious entities which respond to your thoughts and feelings and react to your direction. These are totally dependent upon your state of consciousness.

Man’s soul is of the same components as the stars, but he must learn to master and guide the influences of this soul, even as the Supreme Being guides the stars in their courses.

His vital body is of the same ethereal substance as that of suns and stars, bringing him into sympathy with them so that they attract something from man, and he from them. But he must learn to accept only influences he desires to have affect him.

Herewith lies the ancient teaching that “man must rule his stars,” not be ruled by them. Astrology as part of the wisdom teachings has always maintained that man has free will, and makes his own destiny. Only charlatans would indicate to anyone that he is under stern restriction of Fate. It is true everyone carries into this incarnation certain Karmic situations caused by things done or experienced in previous lives, of debts contracted and rewards earned. But none of these things rules tomorrow. Only what he does, says, and thinks today has authority over the future, both the patterns of this life and of those to come.

The horoscope is not a magic formula, but a map of the heavens exactly as it appeared at the moment of birth. That is all, but its imprint was to some extent sealed upon the infant personality at that moment. He could not have the same horoscope in another incarnation, since there will be no repetition of this pattern before 26,000 years, where all the planets will be in the same positions. The being goes on through a series of different horoscopes as it does bodies, the soul remaining ever the same, except that it evolves and grows through the many experiences given it for that purpose, until it comes to recognize its own divinity and responsibility to its Creator, and then it won’t need the lessons any more. You do not belong to any sign of the Zodiac, you only use their attributes as given, for the time being, and potentially have use of them all.

At birth is shown the essence of characteristics predominant in the individual at that moment. It may have been that certain attributes, habits, or faults, were concentrated in this particular incarnation to help him work them off more speedily. In any case, he should never leave this earth plane the same as he entered it, lest his whole opportunity for growth and reason for being here be wasted. He changes yearly, almost daily, so we know he is never just as the horoscope found him as a baby entering the earth plane.

[image: image]

EVOLUTION OF EARTH & MAN

The accompanying chart shows the planets being thrown off from the Sun, using the point between Leo and Cancer as the symbolical matrix or point of birth, between the two Lights of the Sun and Moon.

[image: image]If we take man himself as passing through the same super-cycles and going through a process of evolution similar to that of the earth, though with different timing, he would have assumed Life and come forth into the dawn of...

[image: image]Light between the womb of Cancer and the Life-giving Sun/Son of Leo. He would have been at this time a “misty” but happy creature, living by feeling and instinct, not far from God in inner communication.

[image: image]On either side of Cancer and Leo is a sign ruled by Mercury—that is Gemini and Virgo. This is the closest visible planet to the Sun. So man’s next step would have been to develop mind and mental attributes. This gives independence, and beginning to listen less to the inner voice, more to the outer.

[image: image]On either side of the Mercury signs are Taurus and Libra, ruled by Venus. So love blossomed as man grew and increased, along with beauty and complications. He probably tended more toward vegetarianism then, and worship of female goddesses.

[image: image]Earth itself fills this space...

[image: image]Next come the Mars-ruled signs Aries and Scorpio (very recently was Pluto discovered). Here entered aggressive action, planning and carrying out of activities, making of laws. Here were pioneering, hunting, and eating meat, fighting over conflicting interests, and finding medicine to patch wounds. Male gods.

* * * Where there should be a planet is a belt of asteroids * * *

[image: image]The next planet is the largest of all, Jupiter. It is a planet of expansion and improvement, of looking-up to formulate religious concepts, to prophesy, and to develop philosophical ideas. It is a time of travel, of spreading out, and improving living conditions. Sagittarius and Pisces. Man was unaware of the existence of Neptune, while going through this.

[image: image]Saturn completes the circle, ruling Capricorn and Aquarius (before the discovery of Uranus). Mankind is only now entering this phase. Saturn was the outermost of the planets formerly known. But now we are aware of the one beyond, Uranus, which has broken through the boundary line, and expanded our consciousness.
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Signs of the Zodiac
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HOUSES

The first six houses express things of more immediate or personal application, whereas the seventh through twelfth houses indicate more of a desire to share experience with others. 

In this way the last six houses seem a projection outward of the first six.

First House: I am, I do.

Second House: I have.

Third House: I think.

Fourth House: I establish roots.

Fifth House: I love you.

Sixth House: I will serve you.

Seventh House: We can do more together.

Eighth House: Let us share.

Ninth House: What do great ones think?

Tenth House: I establish prestige.

Eleventh House: All are my brothers.

Twelfth House: I renounce all for service.
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Aries
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(Approximately March 21 – April 20)

First Sign – Ruled by Mars

Once the Aries person has found God, he lets nothing else be placed first, and becomes an ardent, shining Knight of the Spirit, with but one sworn purpose.

“Aries” means “a ram,” the constellation being named for the Ram with the Golden Fleece in Greek mythology. This Fleece is sometimes called the “wool of the wise,” pulled over the eyes of the foolish.

In ancient Mystery Schools, the Wisdom teachings and rites of Aries were celebrated at a temple in the Libyan desert dedicated to Jupiter-Ammon, who was shown with a ram’s horn upon his forehead. Michelangelo also depicted Moses with horns, significantly, for Moses lived during the Arian Age.

The symbol for Aries is drawn like the nose and horns of a ram, the male or head-sheep, leader of the flock. His nose thrusts forward as for encounter or discovery, with the horns upward and outward in aggressive, extrovert motion.

The symbol also is shaped like a young, green plant of corn sprouting upward in Spring, the vertical line showing two divergent semi-circles, or half-moons, drawn together at the base into oneness and unity of action.

This is indicative of the first appearance of form, coming forth to express in matter, or the place where spirit and matter begin to perform as one unit. It is the point of outward beginning of conscious life, the hatching forth of the egg from its protective shell, or the reaching-out of life to extend new green fingertips from the end of every branch and put flowers on every twig.

Here we see resurrection of Life out of the husks of winter, when that which seemed dead is found once again and eternally alive.

Life is kindled in Aries, driven by the creative Power of the Life Force—a gravity-defying Force which must push ever upward, the Cosmic Principle of Individuality, challenging all obstacles, and defying all odds.
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