
  
    [image: Hide and Seek]
  


  
    
      HIDE AND SEEK

      
        THE SINFUL DELIGHTS COLLECTION

        BOOK 3

      

    

    
      
        NICOLE BANKS

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Verbal Seduction, LLC]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Author Note

      

      
        Playlist

      

      
        trick or treat

      

    

    
      
        Prologue

      

      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

      
        Chapter 6

      

      
        Epilogue

      

    

    
      
        Afterword

      

    

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2025 by Verbal Seduction, LLC.

      All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever

      without written permission from the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.

      This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, organizations, events, and products are either a product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously.

      Printed in the United States of America.

      Editing by: Rosemi Mederos

      Cover Design by: Dee Garcia at BlackWidowsDesigns

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DEDICATION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Happy Halloween]
        

      

      
        
        For my spooky season babies

        May you always indulge in the playful abandonment

        That fuels your creativity

        And let your desires run wild…

        Especially if you got a thang for a person in a mask/costume and like to be chased.

        Happy Halloween.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Author Note:

      

      

      
        
          [image: boo]
        

      

      
        
        Hide and Seek takes place after the summer vacation of No Boys Allowed. The girls and Gio are playing for keeps. It’s time to turn this long-distance relationship into one where they are all living in the same state.

        There are some hauntingly good times filled with a chase through the foliage behind a secluded cabin.

        While this is why choose, please keep in mind that does not always mean all parties are getting some at the exact same time. Different dynamics exist and that’s okay.

        The characters are consenting adults, and while not everyone has the same tastes, please go into this with an open mind, and remember it’s fiction—with lots of smut.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Check out the playlist for

        Hide and Seek.
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        Trick or treat

        Give me something good to eat

        If you don’t

        You should run

        Because we won’t stop

        Till you scream

        For us.
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      Early October…

      “I’m not going.” Dante threw his duffle bag on the couch before sitting down next to it. “We have work to finish up here. I hate flying, and a Halloween party isn’t really my scene.”

      Gio gritted his teeth, trying and failing to find patience any he wasn’t sure he had left. It had been four days of this back and forth with Dante. Every time he swung in a different direction—either annoyingly excited about seeing the girls again or annoyingly grumpy about leaving.

      And I want to punch him in his face because of it.

      Gio let out a breath, rubbing the space between his eyebrows. He just needs to go through the motions, Gio tried to remind himself, but that didn’t stop him from pushing. “You were really excited about this trip just yesterday. You haven’t seen Maya and Dee in a while.”

      Dante grunted but he placed a hand on his chest. He’d been doing that a lot since Maya had decided to spend summer with Dee in Ivywood. Any mention of either of them and Dante was rubbing his chest as if it ached.

      “You miss them,” Gio continued. “You miss all of us being together.” He crossed his arms over his chest. “And it’s not really a party. It’s only going to be the four of us. It just happens to be Halloween-themed.” Because Maya wouldn’t miss an opportunity to celebrate the holiday.

      Gio still had no clue what the whole game plan was. All he was in charge of was getting Dante on the plane and in Ivywood by the middle of October the latest.

      He checked his watch, noting the time. If they didn’t leave soon, they’d miss their flight. He really didn’t want to disappoint Maya or Dee by showing up alone. He’d done it once, and the look on Dee’s face was enough to make sure he never promised her they both were showing up again.

      “You know how much Maya loves Halloween. You’re going to make her celebrate without you?” he edged, hoping it would be enough to get Dante off his ass.

      Dante grunted, shifting deeper into the couch as if he was staying put.

      This pain in the….

      Gio uncrossed his arms and clenched his fist at his side before he headed toward the couch. An image of him hog-tying Dante and dragging him out of the cabin flashed in Gio’s mind, causing him to cough out a laugh. It would be an effective mode of getting them both on their flight, but Dante was a dirty fighter and wouldn’t go down easily.

      Time to opt for Plan B.

      He plopped down next to Dante, letting a comfortable silence settle between them. He took in the cabin, noticing how much more life it had in it since Dante had decided not to sell it. The snow storm that brought them all together last year had been the reason he wanted to keep it. The walls bore the story of their beginning, end and second start.

      Dante had spent a lot of time here when Dee had to go back home, and once Maya went to spend the summer with her. It felt like he was trying to hold on to the moment that brought them together both times, and Gio couldn’t say he blamed him.

      There was a wealth of love painted on the walls and buried in the rest of the surfaces. If he closed his eyes, he could vividly see the love that had bloomed here.

      And if I don’t get this man on the plane, that love might get snuffed out.

      Gio gripped the back of Dante’s neck, giving it a tight squeeze. “I get it,” he started, ignoring Dante’s scoff. “I get it,” he repeated. “You were hurt and heartbroken. But,” he pushed on when he saw Dante open his mouth to argue, “you’ve been navigating this like you know you’re going to get hurt again. Why did you agree to try if you weren’t going to actually try?”

      “Because….” His voice raised an octave, but he let out a long sigh, leaning into Gio’s hand. “I’m not like you and Maya. Even during the storm, you two were all in like nothing had passed between us. As if her leaving didn’t damn near break us. You guys forgave her so easily and jumped into this without a second thought.”

      “You did too, my guy. If you had any reservations we would have understood, given the circumstances.” Gio shrugged, shifting Dante so they faced each other. “If even one of us wasn’t sure, we all would have understood,” he repeated.

      They had spent a lengthy amount of time going over logistics and weighing the pros and cons of a long-distance relationship between the four of them. Dante had been a little reluctant to start, but he quickly got on board with the idea. He hadn’t been worried about the what ifs, or about the distance turning into a barrier that needed to be dealt with.

      Gio could guess being in different states kept Dante safe. He could be in it without the strings. It protected him in a way, and closing the distance would leave him open to the possibility of this not working out again. No one wanted to deal with that type of heartbreak.

      “You know, you and Dee are a lot alike.” Gio’s lips twitched. The two were a pain in his ass. “You both love big and are stubborn to the point I’ve wanted to throttle the shit out of ya a time or several.”

      Dante snorted. “I believe that.”

      “You know, you can’t keep looking at this and trying to find ways it won’t work because then it won’t work. And as much as you enjoy being right,” Gio couldn’t stop his eye roll, “I don’t think you want to be right about this. You love them and this dynamic too much to let it slip through your hands a second time.”

      Dante leaned into Gio’s touch. “I don’t know, man. We ended because she couldn’t handle the dynamic and the shit we were getting from people out here. Which I can understand and empathize with now, but….” The sigh that left him was heavy and thick with so much uncertainty, Gio felt it down in his bones.

      “How can we be sure it’ll be different this time? Different enough to uproot our lives?” Dante continued.

      “We can’t.” Gio shrugged. He understood the hesitation, but nothing in this life was guaranteed. He couldn’t fathom not having the four of them together again, even if it was only for a short time. He had never known a happiness or a peace that came with their relationship dynamic.

      “People grow and change, and sometimes the people we thought were going to be around forever don’t grow and change with us. But⁠—”

      “You’re really selling me on this,” Dante interrupted, his voice gruff.

      “But,” Gio squeezed the back of Dante’s neck, “sometimes, those people do grow with us. You’ve seen the change in Dee. She’s freer now than she ever was here. You saw at Christmas and every time we’ve spent together since. Also,” he scooted closer to Dante to drive his point home, “if you spent more than a weekend in Ivywood, you’d know it’s not like here. It’s night and day. Dee has a very welcoming support system she never had here. She feels safer there than she ever did here.” He leaned in, dropping his head against Dante’s. He felt Dante relax against him, and it helped him breathe a little easier.

      The two of them weren’t affectionate by nature with each other. Their bond had a quiet reserve to it. A simple knowing that they’d always be there for one another as sure as everyone knew the sun would always rise in the morning.

      “I don’t want to hurt like I did before.” Dante’s voice was barely above a whisper. “I don’t think I can survive it a second time.” The pain in his voice ricocheted inside Gio’s body. It ping-ponged, hitting every sore spot he thought had healed.

      It would be all too easy to reopen those wounds and pour salt on them, to embrace the memory and latch on to the pain Dee’s leaving had caused all three of them. It would be easy to hold on to that hurt and use it as a buffer to hold himself back, like Dante was doing, because that was proof that no matter how solid they were, they could break.

      But in doing so, they would be holding themselves back from experiencing a new version of Dee and how she connected with all of them. They would be holding themselves back from getting to know her new layers and how she blossomed now under all theirs touches.

      “I know, Dante.” Gio pulled back, making sure he could look into his oldest friend’s eyes so he could see the truth. “But what if it works this time?”

      He placed a palm over Dante’s chest. “Let her in. Be open to see who she is now and not who she used to be. Use this time to let yourself feel how things are so you can see what could be.”

      The silence stretched around them, filling in with unspoken hurts and uneasy hope. He let Dante take his time to sort through whatever was going on in his head and heart. He’d been the most hurt by their break up, and while he could drag the stubborn mule to the airport, it wouldn’t solve anything between the four of them. If he didn’t go because he truly wanted to be there and give them another shot, where distance was no longer a factor, they wouldn’t be starting anew on steady foundation.

      And I don’t think any of us can survive the fallout this time.

      Gio felt Dante’s body relax. The tension seemed to seep of out him as he leaned back. The short breaths he’d been taking finally eased into slower, deeper ones. “I still don’t like the idea of a Halloween party,” he grumbled. “I’m not wearing tights like last time.”

      Gio snorted, pushing away from his friend. “It’s not that type of party, and I don’t think they want you in tights. They said something about a mask or face paint.” He braced his hands on his knees as he stood to his full height. “It’s only going to be the four of us. She rented out a cabin in the woods.”

      “What are we…,” Dante’s words trailed off. The corner of his lips twitched before he huffed out a laugh. “I guess we’re going to be playing a very adult version of hide-and-seek.”

      Gio shrugged. “I wasn’t given any details.” The thought of chasing both Maya and Dee through the woods stirred something inside him. His cock twitched and his palms itched, eager to get his hands on both of them after they’d been caught.

      They were wasting time standing here. “Yeah, you on your own. I think I’ll enjoy Maya and Dee without you since you’re not going and all.”

      Dante was up on his feet quickly. His deep chuckle had Gio cracking a smile. “Nah, you’ve been extra greedy with them. I’m going.” He hesitated, running his hand across his chest. “And I’m going to try to give this a shot without leaning into old baggage. It’s not fair to her or us.” He shrugged, grabbing his duffle bag. “We’re not who we used to be and, who knows, maybe you’re right. Maybe this time it will be different.”
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      names, trademarks, service marks, or product names of the Licensor,
      except as required for reasonable and customary use in describing the
      origin of the Work and reproducing the content of the NOTICE file.

   7. Disclaimer of Warranty. Unless required by applicable law or
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   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,
      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,
      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly
      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be
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   9. Accepting Warranty or Additional Liability. While redistributing
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      on Your own behalf and on Your sole responsibility, not on behalf
      of any other Contributor, and only if You agree to indemnify,
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   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.

      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following
      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"
      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include
      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate
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   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]

   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");
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   You may obtain a copy of the License at

       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software
   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,
   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and
   limitations under the License.
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