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THE WELCOME

“Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls of All Ages!  Welcome to Cirque de la Carnage,” bellowed the ruddy-faced Ring Master cloaked in tattered velvet tails.

John, Dustin's only son, licked his cotton candy lips exclaiming, “Dad, this is going to be awesome!  My first circus, and it is with you. You are the best!” John circled around in wonder, simply absorbing it all.  This is what memories are made of in a child's mind.

“Oh, son,” Dustin sighed.  “When I was about your age, your grandpa took me to fairs and carnivals all around Sacramento.  I remember he and I holding hands and fumbling around with funnel cakes, popcorn, balloons, and tickets,” Dustin remembered.  Nostalgia is a powerful force.

As Dustin and John took their seats, clearly visible front and center, they settled in with their sugary and salty treats. John watched wide-eyed, still dazzled with it all, trying to peer through the dusty darkness of the three rings he longed to see under the canopy lights. John imagined: clowns, lions, trapeze, magic?  He didn't know.  
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