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Your Parisian Experience 

Plan, organize, and enjoy your stay in Paris with our travel guide. Discover Paris and book your museums, must-see tours and activities: https://paris.france-patrimoine-mondial.com/en/





In addition of this eBook, on this website you will find :





A curated cultural and local selection




Our guide offers a reliable and modern visiting experience through a cultural and local selection of places to discover, chosen for their interest and authenticity. With its cultural and human perspective — far from impersonal lists found online — it is enjoyable to read and illustrated with beautiful photos.




Direct bookings




The guide includes an e-concierge service for direct purchases and bookings of tickets, themed activities, and guided tours, carefully selected for their quality on Tiqets and Viator.




All the practical information




History, museums, event calendars, transportation to reach each destination and get around the city.

And all the essential practical details for each site or monument (opening hours, prices, access…). All this information is updated regularly.




Interactive maps




Maps from Google Maps help you orient yourself and follow directions to each featured place and monument.






Enjoy reading and especially, … bon voyage !



Here you’ll find all the information necessary to prepare your trip and your stay in Paris in order to discover this exceptional site of indisputable universal value. You will find the following under the sections for each site : the reasons for its selection for the World Heritage list, the history of the site, information on Tourist Offices and suggested tours, general information about museums in the area, an events calendar, practical information on transport (getting there and getting around at the site), and a selection of accommodation and restaurants. Informations, prices and opening hours shown are for 2025.

But most importantly, this “ Paris, a World Heritage site” travel guide also offers a suggested itinerary for visiting each site and monument. You'll also find tips (transport, pricing, activities ... ), anecdotes and all the possibilities for family-friendly visits to encourage children and families in their discovery.



The other travel guides from the "France's World Heritage Sites" collection
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PARIS - BANKS OF THE SEINE

Plan, organize, and enjoy your stay in Paris with our travel guide. Discover Paris and book your museums, must-see tours and activities: https://paris.france-patrimoine-mondial.com/en/


Visit time : 4 days to 1 week.


It is of course “Paris, city of light”, but also “Paris, capital – and symbol— of France”, a city that expresses its country’s influence throughout the world. The city of Paris is a stunning architectural ensemble, built up over the centuries in spectacular unity. The area of the classified site that runs along the banks of the Seine reflects the evolution of the city and the importance of the river that runs through it. It offers visitors views of the most beautiful monuments in Paris, simultaneously tracing the city’s rich history. As you visit, you will move from the oldest districts, already occupied in ancient times, to the palaces of the kings, on to the major axes created by Baron Haussmann in the 19th century, and finally arrive at the 20th century additions and the Eiffel Tower. The history of Paris unfolds before your eyes in an enthralling journey through time. Whether cultural, historic, artistic, religious or architectural, the city’s rich heritage offers something for everyone.



World Heritage
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Classified area listed as a World Heritage Site of Humanity by Unesco in 1991


From the Louvre to the Eiffel Tower, from the Place de la Concorde to the Grand and Petit Palais, the evolution of Paris and its history can be seen from the River Seine. The Cathédrale Notre Dame de Paris and the Sainte Chapelle are architectural masterpieces, while Haussmann's wide squares and boulevards influenced late 19th- and 20th-century city planning the world over.

The choice of the zone between Pont de Sully and Pont d'léna is based on the age-old distinction between Paris upstream and Paris downstream. Upstream, beyond the Arsenal, begins Paris, the port and river transport town; downstream is the royal and subsequently aristocratic Paris, which had only limited commercial activity. It is this latter section of the city that was selected for the World Heritage List. The powerful hand of the state is extremely visible here through its constructions and the legislation in effect. It can be seen how the site and the river were gradually brought under control with the articulation of the two islets (small islands), Ile de la Cité and Ile Saint-Louis, the creation of north-south thoroughfares, installations along the river course, construction of quays, and the channeling of the river. 

Similarly, although the successive walls of the city have disappeared (the enceintes of Philippe-Auguste, Charles V, and the Fermiers Généraux), their traces may be read in the difference in size and spacing of the buildings: closer together in the Marais and the Ile Saint-Louis, more open after the Louvre, beyond which are a greater number of major classic constructions laid along three perpendicular axes: Palais Bourbon-Concorde-Madeleine, Invalides-Grand and Petit Palais, Champ-de-Mars-École Militaire-Palais de Chaillot. The ensemble must be regarded as a geographical and historic entity. Today it constitutes a remarkable example of urban riverside architecture, where the strata of history are harmoniously superposed.

Criteria for selection

Criterion (i) : The banks of the Seine are studded with a succession of masterpieces, including, in particular, Notre Dame and Sainte Chapelle, the Louvre, Palais de l'lnstitut, Les Invalides, Place de la Concorde, Military Academy, La Monnaie (Mint), Grand Palais des Champs Elysées, Eiffel Tower and Palais de Chaillot. A number of them, such as Notre Dame and Sainte Chapelle, were definitive references in the spread of Gothic construction, while the Place de la Concorde and the Invalides building complex exerted influence on the urban development of European capitals. The Marais and Ile Saint-Louis have coherent architectural ensembles, with highly significant examples of Parisian construction of the 17th and 18th centuries (Hôtel Lauzun and Hôtel Lambert on the Île St Louis, Quay Malaquais and Quay Voltaire).

Criterion (ii) : Haussmann's urbanism, which marks the western part of the city, inspired the construction of the great cities of the New World, in particular in Latin America. The Eiffel Tower and the Palais de Chaillot are living testimony of the great World’s Fairs, which were of such great cultural importance in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Source : Unesco / ICOMOS



History

From the 3rd century BC onward, the Ile de la Cité was occupied by a Celtic village of fishermen, and marked the birth of the Parisii tribe, located along the Seine River. Following the invasion of Gaul by Julius Caesar in 52 BC, it became Lutetia. The development of the city, which at the time was fortified, began on the left bank of the Seine.

In the 5th century (AD) Clovis seized Paris and made it the capital of the Frank kingdom. The following centuries were more difficult for the city. Abandoned by its inhabitants and attacked several times, it only regained its role as capital in 861 under the Capetian dynasty, under which the city regained its economic, commercial and urban development, including along the right bank of the Seine.

The following century, Philip Augustus undertook the beautification of the city (building fountains, paving streets) and more importantly its protection, developing walls and building the fortress of the Louvre. Even though there are only very few traces of these ramparts that remain, a look at a map of Paris reveals the current urban structure surrounded by the large circular boulevards that took the place of the medieval ramparts. This is also what explains the very high urban density inside this perimeter.

From this point on, the Paris that we see today began to take shape. On the Ile de la Cité, Notre Dame and Sainte Chapelle were created. The banks of the Seine became a major trading zone thanks to river access. Neighborhoods were structured: the Right Bank was occupied by tradesmen, the Left Bank by universities, making it an academic and intellectual hub. The Ile de la Cité became the seat of political and religious powers.

In the 13th century Paris was prosperous, and with its 80,000 inhabitants was the largest city in Europe at the time. Over the following centuries, epidemics, as well as the Hundred Years War, sank the city in political, economic and social instability. In the 14th century, Charles V erected new walls to protect the right bank and strengthen the fortresses of the Bastille and the Louvre from the onslaught of Englishmen. It was a waste of time; the city was occupied in 1420 and was released one hundred years later. It was not until the following century, under Francis I, that the city would return as the capital of a unified country.

He moved there in 1530 and during his reign the face of Paris was embellished. He transformed the medieval and austere Louvre into the beautiful Renaissance-style palace it is today, and he built the magnificent Hôtel de Ville (City Hall) ... The city was once again a great intellectual and cultural influence. However, though this was a prosperous period from a cultural standpoint, it remained extremely difficult from a religious point of view. The clashes between Catholics and Protestants led to the "Night of Saint Bartholomew" in 1572 when Catholics massacred the Protestant Huguenots.

Under the leadership of Henry IV the city continued its embellishment: completion of the Hôtel de Ville (City Hall) and the Pont Neuf, construction of monumental squares (Place Royale and Place Dauphine), and the extension of the Louvre and the Tuileries in particular. Gradually, aristocratic neighborhoods to the west of the city took shape. During the reign of Louis XIII, the city continued to expand, and new areas were created such as the Marais, and the Ile Saint-Louis was converted. The early 17th century was marked by the strengthening of the cultural and intellectual influence that Paris would continue to culminate in the next century under the "Enlightenment."

When Louis XIV came to power, he settled in the Saint-Germain district and then at Versailles. The city continued to grow and improve: the Louvre was once again extended, the Invalides complex was created, and gardens and new squares emerged (Place Vendome and Place des Victoires, Jardin des Tuileries). The architecture took on a decidedly classic and monumental style.

During the Enlightenment (18th century), more buildings took form, each one new and more majestic than the last (the Military Academy, the Pantheon, the Place and the Pont de la Concorde, Jardin du Palais Royal, etc). At the end of the century, the French Revolution ended in the victory of the Jacobins over the Girondins. Thus the influence of central government was strongly felt by the population, and it was the prefect who directly administered its authority. Under Napoleon the city did not have a mayor and it wasn’t until two centuries later, in 1977, that one would be elected at the head of the capital (Jacques Chirac).

Faced with a massive rural exodus, the population of the capital doubled in the first half of the 19th century. Popular unrest grew strongly until 1848 when a rebellion was severely repressed. Under Napoleon III, Paris developed the architectural configuration and urban structure that is visible today. The modernization of the city was entrusted to Georges Haussmann, who pierced the famous luxurious tree-lined avenues and stone façades, forever destroying the old medieval town. Reorganizing the cityscape, he created squares and gardens that aerated the city center. New monuments adorned the squares and avenues (Théâtre du Châtelet, Palais Garnier, etc).

The Royal Empire ended following the Franco-Prussian war of 1870. The insurrection of the Commune the following year ended in destruction by fire of many buildings (Hôtel de Ville and the Tuileries in particular). The Third Republic was then proclaimed. The city was then reunited and peaceful, and the end of the 19th century would be marked by the World’s Fair of 1889, which introduced the Eiffel Tower to the world for the first time, and the World’s Fair of 1900 which introduced the Grand and the Petit Palais.

The 20th century confirmed the artistic and cultural supremacy of Paris, attracting the biggest names in art and literature from all over Europe. The Palais de Chaillot and Tokyo were built, and many neighborhoods were restored. The different presidents of the Fifth French Republic made their mark, in their own way, on the monuments and buildings of the city. Georges Pompidou left the cultural center that bears his name; Valery Giscard d'Estaing, the Musée d'Orsay and the Science Museum; François Mitterrand the Louvre Pyramid, the Bastille Opera House, the National Library and the new arch at la Défense.





Tourist Office

These tourist information points are run by the Paris Tourist Office, offering services such as ticketing, brochures and personalised advice. You can find all this information on the Parisjetaime website, by telephone on 01 49 52 42 81 or on the MyParisjetaime Web App.

Non-exhaustive list of "ParisJetaime" tourist information kiosks:

Kiosque Madeleine
14 boulevard de la Madeleine, 75001 Paris

Kiosque Bourse
3 place des 2 Écus, 75002 Paris

Kiosque Beaubourg
38 rue Rambuteau, 75003 Paris

Kiosque Port Royal
111 boulevard de Port Royal, 75005 Paris

Kiosque Saint-Michel
103 boulevard Saint-Michel, 75005 Paris

Kiosque Orsay
2 rue de la Légion d’Honneur, 75007 Paris

Kiosque École Militaire
41 avenue de la Motte-Picquet, 75007 Paris

Kiosque Église Saint-Augustin
112 boulevard Haussmann, 75008 Paris

Kiosque Avenue Montaigne
39 avenue Montaigne, 75008 Paris

Kiosque Bastille
1 boulevard Beaumarchais, 75011 Paris

Kiosque Bercy
8 place du Bataillon du Pacifique, 75012 Paris

Kiosque Gare de Lyon
23 ter boulevard Diderot, 75012 Paris

Kiosque Place d’Italie
149 boulevard Vincent Auriol, 75013 Paris

Kiosque Denfert-Rochereau
2 avenue René Coty, 75014 Paris

Kiosque Gare Montparnasse
2 place Raoul Dautry, 75015 Paris

Kiosque Boulevard de Grenelle
111 boulevard de Grenelle, 75015 Paris

Kiosque Trocadéro
120 avenue Kléber, 75016 Paris

Kiosque Porte de Saint-Cloud
215 avenue de Versailles, 75016 Paris





Tourist Office branches


Tourist Information Le Louvre




    
      Carroussel du Louvre, 99 Rue de Rivoli, 75001 Paris
    


    
      Open every day, excepted on Tuesday : 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.






Tips for visitors


Paris Museum Pass

  Website

  Price :  pass for 2 / 4 / 6 days: €70 / €90 / €110. Other options available.


The Paris Museum Pass allows visitors unlimited access to most of the museums and monuments in Paris, as well as Versailles and Fontainebleau, and allows passholders to skip entrance lines. The Pass is on sale at the ticket office of each museum or monument.

Museums are free for citizens of EU member countries who are under 26 years old (or under 18 years old for other countries). They are also free for everyone the first Sunday of each month (some dates and attractions excluded).

Paris Passlib'

  More comprehensive passport which includes many other tips (transportation, cruise, excursion) and many discounts. Price from €59.




Annual events

January

    - Scallop Festival in Montmartre (25-26 January)

Gourmet festival around Saint-Vincent's Day.

parisperfect.com

    - Maison & Objet (16-20 January)

International design and decoration fair (Villepinte).

maison-objet.com

March

    - Saut Hermès at the Grand Palais Éphémère

Prestigious show-jumping competition.

sauthermes.com

April

    - Art Paris - Art Fair (April 3-6)

Modern and contemporary art fair at the Grand Palais Éphémère.

artparis.com

    - Paris Book Festival (11-13 April)

eetings, book signings and literary events.

festivalaldulivredeparis.fr

    - Paris Marathon (13 April)

A legendary race through the most beautiful districts of Paris.

parismarathon.com

May

    - Museum Night (3 May)

Free admission and night-time entertainment in many museums.

nuitdesmusees.culture.gouv.fr

    - PFL Europe 2 (MMA) (24 May at the Accor Arena)

European MMA competition.

pflmma.com

    - Roland-Garros (25 May to 8 June)

International Grand Slam tournament.

rolandgarros.com

June

    - Nuit Blanche (7 June)

Contemporary art and night-time installations all over Paris.

paris.fr

    - Fête de la Musique (21 June)

Free concerts all over the city.

fetedelamusique.culture.gouv.fr

July

    - Bastille Day (14 July)

Military parade, concerts and fireworks at the Eiffel Tower.

    - Tour de France - finish in Paris (end of July)

Final stage on the Champs-Élysées.

letour.fr

    - Lollapalooza Paris (18-20 July)

August

    - Rock en Seine (23-25 August)

Rock and pop festival at the Domaine national de Saint-Cloud.

rockenseine.com

September

    - European Heritage Days (dates to be confirmed)

Free access to cultural sites that are normally closed.

journeesdupatrimoine.culture.gouv.fr

    - Paris Fashion Week - spring/summer womenswear (mid-September)

Fashion shows in iconic Parisian locations.

fhcm.paris


October

    - Salon du Chocolat (29 October to 2 November)

Chocolate tastings, demonstrations and fashion shows.

salonduchocolat.fr

November

    - Pitchfork Music Festival Paris (3-9 November)

Indie and electro music at various venues around the city.

pitchforkmusicfestival.fr

    - Beaujolais Nouveau (3rd Thursday in November)

Popular celebration of the new wine.

beaujolaisnouveau.fr

December

    - Christmas Markets (all month)

Stalls, crafts and mulled wine in several arrondissements (e.g. Jardin des Tuileries, Notre-Dame...).

paris.fr

    -  New Year’s Eve

City-wide activities (music, food, midnight countdown) from the Champs-Elysées to the Eiffel Tower



Markets of Paris 

Saint Eustache - Les Halles Market

Rue Momantier, 75001 Paris

Thursday and Sunday: 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.




Saint Honoré Market

Place du marché Saint Honoré, 75001 Paris

Wednesday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.




Bourse Market

Place de la Bourse, 75002 Paris

Tuesday to Friday: 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.




Enfants Rouges Covered Market

39, rue de Bretagne, 75003 Paris

Every day except Monday: 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Sundays until 5 p.m.




Queen Elizabeth II Flower Market

Île de la Cité, Place Louis Lépine, 75004 Paris

Every day except Sunday from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.




Baudoyer Market

Place Baudoyer, 75004 Paris

Wednesday: 10 a.m. to  8:30 p.m., Saturday: 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Located a stone's throw from the Hôtel de Ville and on the edge of the Marais, the Baudoyer food market is the first in Paris to open in the afternoon. The fifteen or so traders offer quality produce: fish, market garden produce and creamery products, poultry, flowers, etc. 




Maubert Market

Place Maubert, 75005 Paris

Tuesday and Thursday from 7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.




Raspail Organic Market

Boulevard Raspail, 75006 Paris

Sunday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.




Stamps Market

Avenue Marigny, 75008 Paris

Thursday, Saturday and Sunday: 9 a.m. to  7 p.m.




Madeleine Market  

Place de la Madeleine, 75008 Paris

Tuesday and Friday: 7 a.m. to 1: 30 p.m.

The Madeleine market is a small food market located on Place de la Madeleine. People come here for its fruit and vegetables, fish and shellfish and its pork butcher. 




Madeleine flower Market  

Place de la Madeleine, 75008 Paris

Monday to Saturday: 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.





Transport

Getting to Paris

By plane



Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport (Roissy)

  Website - Tel : 39 50

  23 km north of Paris via highway A1

Connections to the city center

By Roissybus

  Service to Garnier Opera House (Metro station : Opéra) every 15 to 20 minutes. Price : €13

RATP (city buses)

  Line 350 : service to Porte de la Chapelle every 20 to 30 minutes. Price : €2.

  Line 351 : service to Place de la Nation (Metro station : Nation) every 30 minutes. Price : €2.

  Night buses (N140 or N143): service to Gare de l’Est  every hour between 12 a.m. and 4 :30 a.m. Price: €4.30.

By train
RER B (time : around 30 minutes).

  Service to city center locations: Gare du Nord, Châtelet-Les Halles, Saint-Michel-Notre-Dame.

  Price : €13. Every 15 minutes.

By taxi : From €56 for a one-way trip.



Paris-Orly Airport

  Website - tel : 39 50.

  14 km south of Paris via highway A6.

Connections to the city center

Metro line 14

Connects Orly with central Paris in 20 minutes. Price : €13. Daily: 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

By taxi : from €36 for a one-way trip.



Paris-Beauvais Airport (BVA)

  Airport specializing in lower-cost flights

  Website -Tel: 08 92 68 20 66

  1 hour from Paris via highway A16.
Aérobus shuttle. Journey time: 1h15 minutes. Price : €16.90



By carpooling with BlaBlaCar



By car

Arriving in Paris by car is relatively simple: depending on your departure city, you will arrive at one of the 30 entrances which mark the 35 kilometers of highway encircling Paris. Then, depending on your destination (neighborhood, landmark or monument), you will have the choice between the inner loop (traffic flows clockwise) and the outer loop (traffic flows counter-clockwise).


Nearby World Heritage sites

  (the travel times indicated are estimations and may change based on traffic in and around Paris)

  Versailles: 22 km (13.5 mi), time : 40 minutes

  Fontainebleau : 70 km (43 mi), time : 1 hour, 5 minutes

  Provins : 90 km (56 mi), time: 1 hour, 30 minutes

  Chartres Cathedral: 92 km (57 mi), time: 1 hour, 20 minutes

  Reims Cathedral: 145 km (90 mi), time: 1 hour, 45 minutes





By train



Website. Tel : 36 35

Gare du Nord

  112 Rue de Maubeuge, 75010 Paris

  Metro : lines 2 (station : La Chapelle), 4 and 5

Gare de l’Est

  Place du 11 novembre 1918, 75010 Paris

  Metro : lines 4, 5 and 7

Gare de Lyon

  Place Louis-Armand, 75012 Paris

  Metro : lines 1 and 14

Gare d’Austerlitz

  7 Boulevard de l'Hôptal, 75013 Paris

  Metro : lines 5 and 10

Gare Montparnasse

  17 Boulevard Vaugirard, 75015 Paris

  Metro : lines 4, 6, 12 and 13

Gare Saint-Lazare

  13 Rue d'Amsterdam, 75008 Paris

  Metro : lines 3, 9 (station : Havre-Caumartin), 12, 13 and 14





Getting around town

To organize your trips, the easiest way is to download the “Ile de France Mobilité” app on App Store or Google Play.


By Metro

  Website

  Price : €2.50/trip.

  This is the easiest and fastest way to get around the capital. Operates from 6 a.m. until 12:30 a.m. (until 2 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays).

By bus

  Website

  The city bus lines are numerous and pass through the center, along the banks of the Seine, through the historic districts, etc.

By Tram : There are now 13 tramways lines. Tickets are the same as for the bus or metro.





Passes and discounts for public transport



There are different packages and discounts if you want to use the public transport mentioned above. Children under 4 years ride free, and those between 4 and 9 or 11 years old ride for half price.


"Navigo Jour" is a daily pass, allowing unlimited travel in Paris for €12.

"Paris Visite" is a pass valid for 1, 2, 3 or 5 days from €29.90.




On foot



Paris is best experienced on foot, and allows visitors to take the time to encounter the city’s inhabitants, its mysteries and its history.


Cycling or Rollerblading



By bike or rollerblade on over 1,000 km of cycle paths.


Vélib (self-service bike rental)

  Website

  Price: €3 for one trip or €5 for 24 hours. Payment by credit card at station terminals. Electric-assist bicycles available (more expensive). More than 20,000 Vélib' bikes are available at 1,480 stations for use on 1,000 kilometers of urban cycling network. You can download the App "Vélib" on App Store and Google Play.

For cycling itineraries, you can download the Géovélo app from App Store or Google Play.



By boat



2 possibilities: boats with a guided tour, or the Batobus that crosses the Seine. It’s without a doubt the best way to get from one monument to another while enjoying the beauty of the buildings and quays.

Batobus

  Port de la Bourdonnais, 75007 Paris

  Website - Tel : 01 76 64 79 12.

  Runs from late March to the beginning of January

  Pass for 1 da, full price/ reduced price : €23 / €13. Reduced prices for children.

  These packages are good for an unlimited number of trips during the selected period.

  The Batobus is a shuttle boat that allows you to cruise (uncommented) on the Seine, and to get on and off at 9 different stops: the Eiffel Tower, The Invalides, Musée d'Orsay, Saint-Germain-des Pres, Notre-Dame Cathedral, Jardin des Plantes, Hôtel de Ville, Louvre, Place de la Concorde, Champs-Elysees.


By taxi



470 taxi stations around the city. G7 company : 36 07.


Parking for cars
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1st District (excluding Ile de la Cité)

The 1st arrondissement of Paris, located in the historical heart of the capital, is one of the oldest and most prestigious districts in the city. It is here that Paris was born, on the Île de la Cité, originally settled by the Gallic tribe of the Parisii and later developed by the Romans. Over the centuries, the area became the political, religious, and cultural center of the French kingdom.

Today, it is home to iconic landmarks such as the Louvre Palace, a former royal residence now transformed into the world’s largest museum. Nearby, the elegant Tuileries Garden offers a royal promenade filled with fountains, sculptures, and sweeping views of the Seine and Place de la Concorde. 

The 1st arrondissement also enchants visitors with its covered passages like the Palais-Royal, high-end boutiques and historic squares such as Place Vendôme. Every street in this arrondissement tells a story, offering a unique experience that blends art, heritage, and Parisian elegance.



Musée du Louvre
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99 Rue de Rivoli, 75001 Paris

  Metro station: Palais Royal – Musée du Louvre. Main entrance at the Pyramid

  Website  - tel : 01 40 20 53 17.


Self-guided tour: €22.

Price for guided tour + museum: €31.

Free for EU citizens under 26 years old (free for non-EU citizens under 18 years old). Free admission on the first Friday of the month from 6pm. Free on July 14th. 

Audioguide rental: €6

This pass allows access to the permanent collections and to the temporary exhibitions at the Louvre and the Eugène-Delacroix Museum.

Opening time: Monday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday : 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. ; Wednesday and Friday : 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. ; Closed on Tuesdays



  Shopping : Book store, museum boutique, shops, cafés and restaurants

  

  The Louvre museum is one of the oldest, largest and richest museums in the world. Operating as a museum since 1793, the Louvre brings together works of Western art from the Middle Ages to 1848, of oriental ancient civilizations, of Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan and Roman graphic arts and of Islamic arts.

  The Louvre is above all the crown gem of the kings of France, its emperors and its presidents. From the dark fortress of the late 12th century to the glass pyramid of I. M. Pei, opened in 1989, many have ruled Paris and almost all have left their mark. Since the construction of the Tuileries Palace a few hundred meters away until its demolition in 1871, a series of extensions were made to connect the two royal residences.






History of the Louvre
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In the 12th century, at the current location of the museum, sat a powerful fortified castle marking the boundaries of the medieval city. At the time it was used as a military arsenal.

  The "Low Room" is the only remnant of the medieval Louvre interior (13th century), but its original function remains unknown. Over the following centuries, mainly because of the Hundred Years War, fortifications were pursued and developed. Gradually the Louvre lost its protective role and was absorbed by the new surrounding neighborhoods. From the 16th century onward, important developments to this dark fortress transformed it into a sumptuous royal residence. Gardens were created and its interiors were decorated with sculptures, tapestries and woodwork. But the history of the Louvre took a final turn when François I decided to move to Paris in 1527. The Middle Ages then gave way to the Louvre Renaissance.


From the Louvre to the Tuileries



Construction near the Tuileries Palace (1572) accelerated the grand destiny of this exceptional architectural complex and gave the succession of kings a common goal over the years : link the two palaces.  In 1664, under Louis XV, the center of the monument already looked as it does today.


1793 : Opening of the Central Museum of Arts



The Central Museum of Arts opened its doors on August 10, 1793 and has since operated as a museum. The acquisition of collections made it necessary to expand into the numerous rooms and different floors of the building.

  At first, the museum served to enrich the conquests of Napoleon (paintings and ancient sculptures from Italy) and then in the 19th century the following were opened in succession: the gallery of modern sculptures, the Maritime Museum, the Spanish Louis-Philippe gallery, the Assyrian museum, the Mexican museum, the Algerian and ethnological museum, museum of the sovereign, the Napoleon Museum (Campana collection), the rooms devoted to Susa (Iran), and finally the completion of the connection with the Tuileries Palace. But during the events of the town in 1871, the Tuileries Palace, symbol of royalty, was burned by the Communards. It was finally demolished in 1883.


Contemporary Period



In the 20th century, museum collections occupied the entire building, though during World War II the collections were evacuated and the museum was temporarily closed.  Some collections were moved into other more thematic museums of the capital, such as the Maritime Museum to the Palais de Chaillot and the Asian collections to the Guimet Museum. The Glass Pyramid, built by I. M. Pei, was inaugurated on March 30, 1989. Built in the center of the Napoleon Court, it became the main entrance of the museum. The Richelieu wing, the largest expansion since the museum’s establishment two centuries earlier, opened in 1993.





Museum organization
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The former palace of the kings of France holds collections of the West and of Islam (up to the mid-19th century), and a selection of African, Asian, Oceanic and American arts. A universal museum, it houses 35,000 works divided into eight departments: Oriental antiquities; Egyptian antiquities; Greek, Etruscan and Roman antiquities; Islamic art; sculptures; works of art; paintings and graphic arts. In addition to these collections, there is a section on the history of the Louvre including the base of the tower and the medieval moat built by Philippe Auguste in 1190.





Visit the Louvre : the (many) options
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Guided Tours



Guided tours of the Louvre (time : 1 hour, 30 minutes) are presented by speakers of the National Museums. You can discover the museum's collections through a selection of works from a specific period, or an artistic movement or theme (there are 43!). The different options would be impossible to detail here. But if you are preparing your first visit to the Louvre, the "Welcome to The Louvre" tour allows you to discover the most famous works of art. The architectural promenade allows visitors to understand the various facets of the Louvre. As for the musical tour, it leads visitors to the works of art that represent a dialogue between painting and music. In addition to these options, the Louvre organizes more specific tours. These lecture visits focus on a particular theme in the history of art, a period, a genre or an artist.
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