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––––––––

Prologue;

––––––––

In the year 2100 Neo-Tokyo stands as a beacon of technological advancement and cultural fusion. Skyscrapers adorned with vertical gardens stretch into the clouds, while autonomous drones zip through the air, delivering everything from groceries to personal messages. The city is alive with the hum of electric vehicles and the chatter of augmented reality (AR) interfaces that overlay digital information onto the physical world.

Maya and Kaito, a couple in their early thirties, navigate this vibrant metropolis. They live in a smart apartment equipped with an AI assistant named Aiko, who manages their daily schedules, controls the home environment, and even suggests meals based on their nutritional needs and preferences.
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Chapter 1: A New Dawn in Neo-Tokyo
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The sun began to rise over Neo-Tokyo, casting a warm golden hue across the skyline. Skyscrapers adorned with vertical gardens glistened with dew, and the air buzzed with the hum of drones zipping through the sky, delivering everything from groceries to personal messages. In this vibrant metropolis, technology and nature coexisted in a delicate balance, creating a city that was as alive as its inhabitants.

In a sleek, smart apartment on the 35th floor, Maya stirred awake to the gentle glow of her smart alarm clock. The device simulated a sunrise, gradually brightening the room to ease her into the day. As she stretched, the soft strains of her favorite morning playlist filled the air, courtesy of Aiko their AI assistant. Aiko was more than just a voice; she was an integral part of their lives, managing everything from the temperature of the room to the grocery list.

Maya smiled as she glanced at Kaito, her partner of five years, still peacefully asleep beside her. His tousled hair and relaxed expression brought her comfort. She leaned over and pressed a soft kiss on his forehead, whispering, “Good morning, love.” Kaito stirred, blinking sleepily before returning her smile.

“Morning,” he mumbled, his voice still thick with sleep. “What’s on the agenda today?”

Maya swung her legs over the side of the bed and stood up, stretching her arms above her head. “Just the usual—work, a meeting with Rina and Taro later, and maybe we can try that new restaurant for dinner?”

Kaito nodded, rubbing the sleep from his eyes. “Sounds good. I’ll be working late again, though. The project deadline is looming.”

Maya’s heart sank slightly at the mention of Kaito’s work. He had been increasingly absorbed in his job as a software engineer, often coming home late and missing their dinner dates. She understood the demands of his career, but the growing distance between them was beginning to weigh heavily on her.

“Just don’t forget to take breaks, okay?” she said, trying to keep her tone light. “You need to eat and rest.”

“I will, I promise,” Kaito replied, though she could see the flicker of stress in his eyes. He was passionate about his work, but she worried that he was pushing himself too hard.

After a quick breakfast of lab-grown avocado toast and coffee brewed from beans cultivated in vertical farms, they both prepared for their day. Maya slipped into her smart work attire, a sleek outfit that adjusted its temperature and fit based on her body’s needs. Kaito donned his usual casual wear, a comfortable t-shirt and jeans, before heading to his holographic work interface.

As Maya stepped into her home office, she activated her own holographic display, where data from smart sensors embedded in buildings and urban infrastructure filled her screen. Her job as a sustainability consultant involved analyzing this data to help businesses transition to eco-friendly practices. She loved her work, but today, a sense of unease lingered in the back of her mind.

The morning passed in a blur of meetings and data analysis. Maya found herself glancing at the clock more often than usual, her thoughts drifting to Kaito. She missed their conversations, the laughter they shared over dinner, and the simple joy of being together. 

At noon, she decided to take a break and stepped out onto the balcony. The view of Neo-Tokyo was breathtaking, with its blend of nature and technology. She took a deep breath, inhaling the fresh air, and closed her eyes for a moment, trying to center herself.

Just then, her communicator buzzed. It was Rina, her best friend. “Hey, Maya! Are we still on for later?”

“Of course! I can’t wait to catch up,” Maya replied, her spirits lifting at the thought of seeing her friend.

“Great! Taro and I have some news to share. You’ll love it!” Rina’s excitement was infectious.

“Can’t wait! See you at six?” Maya confirmed.

“See you then!” Rina chirped before the call ended.
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