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​Preface

 


***

 


Suffering from Leukemia, and eager
for extra cash to help pay for her healthcare treatments, Annalise
accepts a position to help teach newcomers about culture in small
town America. But she soon learns that she was actually chosen for
her blood which, infected, is not appetizing to her new clients,
who are revealed to be vampires. As she teaches them the ins and
outs of Facebook and Twitter, her friendship with Jason, the
classic bad-boy, evolves into an intimacy neither of them ever
thought they would share. He is strong, powerful and tempted by
everything around him, but most of all, it is Annalise who catches
his attention and surprises him, leading him to love her just a
little more than he should…
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​Vampire Law

 


***

 


Vampires are creatures of the night
by nature, but sunlight does not affect them as the venerable
ancient legends claim. Vampires may actually walk in the bright
sun, so long as their diet of blood is both healthy and regular.
Their diet may be supplemented at times with regular food and
drink, with their bodies operating as normal as long as healthy
blood is provided at least once a day. They may consume nutrients
and alcohol at the same rate – and with the same effect – as a
human. However, should the blood they eat be weak (or infected), a
Vampire too will become ill, and malnourished, until such time as
the blood has passed through him and has been replenished by fresh
and wholesome blood.

*

“Jason.”

He hated hearing his name called the
second he walked into the house. Especially when he was trying to
hide something, as he clearly was now. It was 4 a.m. and, as usual,
he had literally shut the wild nocturnal party down. Unlike the
rest of them, he didn’t need to sleep it off and pray he’d be alive
at 7 a.m. He did, however, very much need to hide the fact that he
was doing drugs all together. Kevin would be the very last one to
approve of it, that’s for sure. But for Jason, whose every day was
a ceaseless struggle, it was one of the only things that made it
even bearable. But Kevin didn’t seem interested in what his son had
been doing. Jason looked up, leaning against the counter casually,
only to find his brother Edgar was also standing in the
kitchen.

“What are you doing here? You’re
supposed to be with Anna!”

Jason had a thousand insults on the
tip of his tongue. A human who assisted vampires and knew about
their existence was in danger at all times, mostly from other
vampires who disagreed with their lifestyle. So one of them were
always supposed to be with her, at all times, either chilling in
her parent-abandoned house, or having her over.

“Edgar brought her here at around
11,” Kevin said, his voice calm. “She had a pretty high fever and
she couldn’t keep food down. She’s better now. We tried to call
you.”

“I uh…”

He couldn’t think of a viable excuse
for not answering his phone, so he trailed off, and instead,
glanced up the stairs.

“Can I go see her?”

“Yes. Let her sleep though,” Kevin
warned him.

Jason rolled his eyes at that; as if
he didn’t know how to take care of her.

They had had culture teachers before
– sick teenagers who didn’t smell appealing – who kept them up to
date and helped them blend in. Stuck as teenagers forever, some
adopted into the family of impossibly young parents, and some blood
related. They moved from place to place every few years to avoid
detection. They pretended to be as normal as they could, but
something always slipped through. It was hard to remember that you
didn’t need to wait for the mail man anymore to get an answer to a
question, and that many modern girls now wanted to sleep with you
on the first date. The culture teachers helped to ease the pain,
and didn’t tempt their blood cravings. The family chose to only
drink animal blood, now remaining mostly under the radar wherever
they went. But no one had been quite like Annalise, with her
charismatic smile, even in the face of ongoing violent
chemotherapy.

He had always been snarly to the
teachers; these young teenagers with no life experience. He had
only joined the family because his sister had wanted a normal life.
Adorable Ava, who was stuck at 16 when she was turned. He and Ava
came from a different time, a time where men were men and women
only loved them, but did not dare to comment on their actions. He
loved her, he did… but life subsisting exclusively on animal blood
diet was increasingly wearing on him, physically and emotionally.
The distractions helped; the drugs, the booze… and Annalise. Taking
care of the fragile human was a good distraction; listening to her
teachings and trying to make sense of this thing they no longer
called life. They had spent many long hours poring over the Vampire
legends and stories, and even a Vampire Book of Law – written long
ago by the oldest ones – answering any questions she had about
them. She, in turn, was a wonderful culture teacher, taking her
time, and pacing their lessons so that they became experts in the
modern fashion, technology and language of the day.
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