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​PART I: THE BLIGHT VEIL
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​Chapter 1: The Remote Cockpit
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​The cockpit was gone. The heavy, vibrating hull of Fen—Elara’s mobile fortress—had been replaced by the chilling, antiseptic quiet of the remote command bunker.

​Elara sat strapped into a high-backed ergonomic 

chair, her hands resting on controls that felt sterile and distant. The only warmth came from the glow of three massive, curved monitors displaying Spark, the Air Keeper, currently a silver needle shrinking against the pale, dusty sky.
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