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            The author is the apostle John. He describes himself in 2 John 1 as "the elder" which expresses the apostle's advanced age, his authority, and his status during the founding period of Christianity when he was involved with Jesus' ministry. The precise date of the epistle cannot be determined. Because the word order, subject matter, and circumstances of 2 John closely resemble those of 1 John (v. 5 with 1 John 2:7; 3:11; v. 6 with 1 John 5:3; v. 7 with 1 John 2:18-26; v.9 with 1Jn 2:23; v.12 with 1Jn 1:4), John most likely composed the letter at the same time or shortly after 1 John; 90-95 AD, during his ministry in Ephesus in the latter part of his life.

Third John is probably the most personal of John's three epistles. While 1 John appears to be a general letter addressed to congregations scattered throughout Asia Minor, and 2 John was sent to a lady and her family (2 John 1), in 3 John the apostle clearly names the sole recipient as "Gaius, the beloved" (v. 1). This makes the epistle one of the few letters in the NT addressed strictly to an individual (another being Philemon). The name "Gaius" was very common in the first century (Acts 19:29; 20:4; Rom. 16:23; 1 Cor. 1:14), but nothing is known about this individual beyond John's greeting, from which it can be inferred that he was a member of one of the churches under John's spiritual supervision

As with 2 John, 3 John focuses on the basic issue of hospitality but from a different perspective. While 2 John warns against showing hospitality to false teachers (2 John 7-11), 3 John condemns the lack of hospitality shown to faithful ministers of the Word (vv. 9, 10). Reports came back to the apostle that itinerant teachers known and approved by him (vv. 5-8) had traveled to a certain congregation where they had been refused hospitality (i.e., lodging and provision) by an individual named Diotrephes who dominated the assembly (v. 10). Diotrephes went even further than that, as he also verbally slandered the apostle John with malicious accusations and excluded anyone from the assembly who dared to challenge him (v. 10).

John recommends that his readers be vigilant, that they "be careful" (verse 8) about anything that weakens the community of faith. A life of love does not mean living without discernment. John clearly tells believers that if someone "does not teach the truth about Christ, do not invite him into your home or give him any kind of support" (verse 10).

Read this letter as if you had received it from a beloved retired pastor whom you greatly respect. In the letter, he tells you how to respond to those whose words and deeds contradict the Word of God, even when those people present themselves as His messengers. Seek to know God's truth and walk in it without stumbling. Be confident that genuine love takes a firm stand for the truth and does not facilitate the spread of lies.
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In our journey through the Bible, we return to begin our study in the Second Epistle of the Apostle John. And as we undertake our examination of this letter today, we would like to say a few words of introduction about this Second Epistle of John, as well as the third letter he wrote, when we come to it. We would like to share with you some of the themes of the introduction that are of utmost importance, especially in the hour in which we are living.

We are sure that the first impression received by the reader is the brevity of these last two epistles. It is an almost surprising fact. One might wonder why thirteen verses in the second epistle, and fourteen verses in the third epistle should have been included in the Holy Scriptures. So they are both very short, by the way. Now, someone may say: "in the face of such brevity, it seems evident that the apostle John did not have much to say. So shouldn't we dismiss, or at least downplay, the importance of the message they convey? Not at all. The brevity of this work in no way detracts from the importance of this epistle. In fact, it enhances its importance. Even though its length is brief, this epistle is very important, and it is essential to gain a proper perspective on the first epistle, and to avoid a mistaken point of view. So brevity does not diminish the power and depth of its message.

Let us first say something about

The writer

The writer of the Epistle was the apostle John, whom we have called the apostle of love. The Lord Jesus Christ called him "son of thunder" (as we can read in Mark 3:17). We believe that we can add to the thunder a little lightning, because in his epistles He made it very clear that you must show love towards the brethren, and if you do not, then you would not be a child of God. As for

The date

we could place it between the years 90 and 100 of our era. Now let us consider it as

A personal letter

The epistle is like the book of Philemon, in the sense that the latter constitutes a personal letter. In the case of John's epistle, it was written by John and addressed "to the elect lady." The question has often been raised as to whether the Greek word "elect" was a title, or whether it referred rather to a Christian lady called Elect in the early church. We have to remember that John was the apostle who wrote about the family of God. The apostle Paul wrote to the church of God, while the apostle Peter wrote about the government of God. Now, thinking about this background as we approach these epistles, written by these three different men, will help us to understand many things that they said. Regardless of whether this letter we are studying today was addressed to an individual to a church, John was considering it in the context of the family of God. Apparently, there was a Christian lady, or a local church that was offering hospitality to all those who professed to be Christians, even though some of them were heretics who denied the deity of Christ and the other great truths of the Christian faith, In this epistle John expressed a warning against harboring such people. And this was, in fact, the purpose of this brief epistle. We will now address another matter, and that is

The theme

Of this second epistle, which in this sense revolves around truth, when truth and love come into conflict, truth is the one that has to predominate, the one that has the highest priority. Perhaps you may have noticed that in 1 Corinthians 13, the apostle says that when truth and love conflict, truth is the one that must predominate. Corinthians 13, the apostle Paul did not say: Now abideth faith, hope, truth and love. The apostle simply said: Now abideth faith, hope and love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. But when "truth" is mentioned, then truth comes first.

When we speak of "truth," we mean that which is basic to the fact that the Bible is the Word of God. Secondly, the next factor of importance is the deity of Christ and His work on the cross on our behalf. When we meet someone who is faithful to these essential factors, then that person and we can maintain a brotherly relationship, even if we disagree on non-essential matters.

The key word in John's first epistle is "love," but it is a love that is limited to the family of God. The Sons of God are to love one another in the family of God. This is the mark or sign of identification of a child of God; he loves Christ, and he loves his brothers. The manner in which the children of God are to love one another constitutes the sum total and essence of the aforementioned epistle of 1 John.

It will be helpful to go back to the first epistle to highlight again the thought expressed in 1 John 3:10, which says: 10In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: whoever does not do justice and does not love his brother is not of God. The apostle John intentionally presented this truth in its negative aspect, in order to leave no margin so that any individual who professed to be a Christian and did not live up to his profession could evade the apostle's categorical affirmation. One cannot avoid defining oneself before this fundamental question. If one does not practice righteousness in his life, he does not belong to God. This is the outward sign of a child of God. You have to know the Lord Jesus as your Savior and the obvious proof before others is that you practice righteousness in your personal and relational life. And if you do not love your brother, and we mean your Christian brother, - because we do not believe in the universal brotherhood of man because the Bible does not teach it—-), then you are not a child of God. It is not we who affirm this, but it was the apostle John who made this categorical statement. He clearly explained that one can know if someone is a genuine believer by his upright, righteous life, and by his love for other Christians.

And what shall we say about the lost sinner who does not belong to the family of God? Do we have to love him? Well in the Gospel of John 3:16 the writer said: 16 "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. We are to love people to the point of communicating the Gospel message to them. As we studied the book of Jonah we saw that Jonah did not love the people of Nineveh, but God sent him to Nineveh because God loved them and said, "Since I love them, and they have turned to me, Jonah, I want you to love them also." So, this is the relationship that the child of God must have with the lost world, to love the world, but in the sense of bringing them the gospel. But one cannot love the sinner for his sin. We are not asked to do this. We are asked to love them enough to take the gospel to them. That is the important thing. We are to love them in that sense, because God loves them. And then, when they turn to Christ, then we will love them too.

Now, another question also arises, what is to be our relationship with false teachers, with those who deny the deity of Christ? In this second epistle John was going to make it very clear to us that this is a matter to which we must remain alert. In verse 7 he said; 7Many deceivers have gone out into the world, who do not confess that Jesus Christ has come in a human body. Whoever does this is the deceiver and the antichrist. What then should our relationship with them be? We will carefully examine this subject, which could be a crucial part of this epistle, and if we do not understand this point correctly we will arrive at an ambiguous and confused interpretation. For there are those who emphasize love above all doctrinal and theological differences that the Bible itself establishes. We are told that we are to love all people, but we must recognize that there are some about whom the Holy Scriptures advise us not to love and furthermore, to be alert and vigilant to their presence or influence. The apostle John wrote in his first letter, 2:15; do not love the world or the things in the world. The things that are in the world are identified with the people who are in the world and who have made this world what it is. Our love is limited, then, to bringing them the gospel, to communicating to them the Word of God.

John's emphasis in his first epistle was "love" but the key word in his second epistle was "truth", Now, when truth and love are in contrast or conflict, which should prevail? If we get the answer to this question, then that answer will determine our relationship with a false prophet, one who denies the deity of Christ. The so-called "apostle of love" was going to shock you and me into our sentimental complacency and ambiguous notion of love. Which should prevail, truth or love? His surprising answer would be that truth comes first. In John 14:6 Christ said: I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but by me. You have come to the Father through Jesus Christ. There is no other way. Why? Because He is not only the way, but He is also the truth. It was John who later wrote his expression that God is love. After the Lord Jesus Christ was here and said that He was the truth, then John said, "God is love". Dear friend, love can be expressed only within the limits and context of the truth that the Bible has established. Therefore, what shall we say regarding false teachers? We are to say that we are not to love the false teacher. John was going to make this principle absolutely clear. In fact, he was going to say something quite astonishing, when he wrote that believers were not even to receive them, or entertain them in their homes, or have any fellowship with them. This statement could not have been stronger and more categorical.
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