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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College games of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

––––––––
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The history of Florida Gators football began in 1906, when the newly established "University of the State of Florida" fielded a football team during its first full academic year of existence. The school's name was shortened to the University of Florida in 1908, and the football team gained the nickname "Gators" in 1911. The program started small, usually playing six to eight games per season against small colleges and local athletic club teams in north Florida and south Georgia. The Orange and Blue developed early rivalries with the Stetson Hatters from nearby Deland and Mercer Bears from Macon. During the 1910s, Florida began playing a wider range of opponents from more established football programs across the southeastern United States and faced off against several future rivals - such as Georgia, Georgia Tech, South Carolina, and Auburn - for the first time.

Florida's football program first rose to national prominence in the 1920s, when Coach Charlie Bachman's 1928 team led the nation in scoring and were kept from a perfect season and a possible invitation to play in the Rose Bowl by a season-ending one point loss to Tennessee in Knoxville. The success of the 1928 Gators inspired the school to replace primitive Fleming Field with a modern facility, and Florida Field opened in 1930. Despite their new home stadium, Gator teams did not find much success on the field through the 1930s and 1940s and had only four winning seasons in those decades. The period did see the beginning of a long annual series with the Miami Hurricanes and the cancelling of a football season when the university did not field a team in 1943 due to World War II

The program began an upward trend in the 1950s under Coach Bob Woodruff, whose 1952 team was the first in school history to win a bowl game. The 1950s also saw the beginnings of rivalries with Florida State and LSU. Coach Ray Graves continued the success in the 1960s, with the Gators appearing in the AP top ten rankings for the first time. His 1966 team won the school's first Orange Bowl with quarterback Steve Spurrier, the school's first Heisman Trophy winner. Florida football slipped in the late 1970s under head coach Doug Dickey but was rejuvenated under Coach Charley Pell, whose 1984 team won the school's first conference title. However, the championship was later stripped due to NCAA infractions committed under Pell, who was fired.

The 1990s brought unprecedented success to Florida football under head coach Steve Spurrier, who returned to lead his alma mater to many firsts. The 1991 team won the first official conference title, the first of six SEC titles under Spurrier. The Gators won their first national championship in 1996, and quarterback Danny Wuerffel became the first Heisman winner to be coached by a Heisman winner when he won the award in that year. Coach Urban Meyer led Florida to two additional national championships in 2006 and 2008 with quarterback Tim Tebow, who was the school's third Heisman Trophy winner. After a decline for several seasons after Meyer's departure in 2010, Florida returned to top-10 rankings and major bowl games in 2018 and 2019 under current coach Dan Mullen.

The Gators have competed in the Southeastern Conference since 1933, in its eastern division since 1992. Previously, Florida was a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA) from 1912 to 1921 and the Southern Conference (SoCon) from 1922 to 1932. There have been 25 head coaches for the team, starting with player-coach Pee Wee Forsythe in 1906. Since 1956, the Gators have only five losing seasons.
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The Fergie Ferguson Award is given in memory of one of the University of Florida's finest athletes, Forest K. Ferguson. Ferguson was an All-SEC end for Florida in 1941 and state boxing champion in 1942. Subsequently, a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, he led an infantry platoon during the D-Day landings in Normandy on June 6, 1944. Ferguson helped clear the way for his troops to advance on the Axis position and was severely wounded leading his men in the assault. A recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross for his actions, he died from war-related injuries in 1954. The award, a trophy, is given to the senior football player who most displays "leadership, character, and courage."
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Traditions
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/0/08/Mr_Two_Bits.jpg/200px-Mr_Two_Bits.jpg]“Mr. Two Bits” 

It all started in 1949 at Florida Field when George Edmondson looked at the crowd around him as the Gators were playing The Citadel. Fans were booing the team and George would not stand for it, he jumped up and got the fans cheering, and so began the legend of Mr. Two Bits. For 60 years, Gator fans from across the world became eternally grateful for the man who started every Gator home football game with the phrase "Two-bits, Four-bits, Six-bits, a dollar. All for the Gators, Stand up and holler!" In 2013 a new tradition began; Gator Greats were introduced each week as the “celebrity Two Bits” to keep George’s tradition alive.

“We are the Boys”

Between the third and the fourth quarter all fans stand, lock arms, and sway to “We Are The Boys”

We are the boys from old Florida,

F-L-O-R-I-D-A.

Where the girls are the fairest,

The boys are the squarest ...

Of any old state down our way.

We are all strong for old Florida

Down where the old Gators play.

In all kinds of weather ...

We'll all stick together for ...

F-L-O-R-I-D-A.

History of “We are the Boys”

"We Are the Boys From Old Florida" has been associated with the University of Florida since the 1920s. However, several other schools and universities across the United States—including the University of Chicago, the University of Nebraska, and the Toledo, Ohio public school system— sing very similar waltz-time tunes, often with very similar lyrics.

In Gainesville, Florida, the traditional story is that "We Are the Boys of Old Florida" was written in 1919 by Robert Swanson and John Icenhour, two University of Florida students, for their barbershop quartet or dance band. However, a very similar song called "We're Strong for Toledo" has been taught to students of the Toledo, Ohio school system for generations, and an obituary in a Toledo newspaper from 1953 claimed that a local man named Joseph Murphy wrote the tune and lyrics in 1906. At the University of Nebraska, school records indicate that their version (called "Dear Old Nebraska U") was composed by Harry Pecha in 1924. And a collection of University of Florida songs from 1941 attributes the Florida version to Thorton W. Allen, a prolific composer and arranger of marching band music in the early 20th century. As former University of Florida music director Harold Bachman wrote in a published history of the school's band, "No one seems to know for sure who composed 'We Are the Boys From Old Florida'." And although the University of Florida owns the rights to its band arrangement of the song, the tune and lyrics are in the public domain. 

Whatever its origins and whoever initially composed it, "We Are the Boys" has been a popular pep song with Florida students and fans since the mid-1920s. It has been played at Florida Gators football games by The Pride of the Sunshine (the school's marching band) while students lock arms, sway, and sing since the 1930s. It was once played at random times during a break in the action, which limited fan participation since they were not prepared to sing. In the early 1970s, the band began playing it exclusively at the end of the third quarter, and audience participation increased so that almost all of the fans were swaying in time. Pep bands at other Florida sporting events also play the song, often at a similar time frame - a break in the action well into the contest. Since the early 1990s, a fast march arrangement which does not involve audience participation has also been played.

The University of Florida has been co-educational since the 1940s, and there have been several attempts to update the lyrics of "We Are the Boys" to reflect the school's many female students. However, though the alma mater and other traditions that date from the period when Florida was an all-male school have been updated over the years, "We Are the Boys" has remained unchanged.

The Gator Walk

Urban Meyer popularized the Gator Walk tradition when he arrived in 2005, having the team bus in from the team hotel and line up to high five fans as they line the walkway leading into Ben Hill Griffin Stadium. The tradition allows for a unique interaction between players and fans two and a half hours before kickoff, with the cheerleaders also getting in on the action to rev up the fans prior to kickoff. The dress code has been mixed over the life of the Gator Walk, now entering its 10th year, but Florida went from team jumpsuits to business attire for the 2014 season.

ORAAAAAAANGE!!! BLUUUUUUUUEEEE!!

The Orange and Blue chant will frequently ring out from the stands, and when it is bellowed in full force by 90,000 enthusiastic fans in the Swamp it can be downright deafening. Started before games by Richard Johnston, a former cheerleader who is now the pre-game emcee known as Mr. Orange and Blue, the chant begins with the student section on the East side of the stadium shouting "ORANGE," followed by a call of "BLUE" by the alumni on the West side. The chants battle back and forth as the stadium rocks. While it's coordinated in the pre-game ceremony, the cheer will often break out at various points in games and is even a popular road cheer when the Gators are ahead.

"Heeeeeeeeeeeeeere come the Gators!"

Almost every team in college football has a unique stadium entrance, from South Carolina's "2001: A Space Odyssey" to Viriginia Tech's "Enter Sandman." Florida's has shifted over the years, but one constant remains. Before the team runs out, Jim Finch's famous "Heeeeeeeeeeeeeere come the Gators!" call echoes out over the PA. Finch was the PA announcer at the stadium from 1966 to 2001, and his famous call, stretching the "heeeeeeeere" out as long as possible, lived on after he passed away in 2002. Now Florida mixes in a video on the Jumbotron full of alligators in a murky swamp that concludes with the famous catchphrase "The Swamp: Only Gators get out alive!"

[image: Albert and Alberta.jpg]Albert and Alberta

Albert Einstein Gator and Alberta Gator are the official mascots of the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida. Costumed in plush, Albert and Alberta are Florida representations of American alligators, which are commonly found throughout the state of Florida. In 1908, local merchant Phillip Miller and his son Austin Miller, with no official sanction from the university or athletic association, selected the alligator as an emblem to represent the university on pennants offered for sale in Miller's Gainesville store. With the state of Florida being home to millions of alligators, the "gator" proved a popular choice among members of the student body, and the Florida football team began to refer to itself as the "Gators" during the 1911 fall season. A live alligator named Albert first appeared at football games during the 1957 season and served as the mascot of the football team on the field before the costumed version of Albert became the mascot in 1970. He was joined by a female version, Alberta, in 1984. They often appear as a couple, but also appear alone.
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Ring of Honor

[image: ]




The Florida Football Ring of Honor, the Gator's alternative to retiring a player's number, pays homage to former players and coaches. The University of Florida Athletic Association created the Ring of Honor in 2006 to commemorate 100 years of Florida Football. Jerseys with numbers worn by Wilber Marshall, Emmitt Smith, Steve Spurrier, Danny Wuerffel, and Jack Youngblood are displayed on the facade of the north end zone of Steve Spurrier-Florida Field at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium; their numbers are used by current players. In July 2018, the university announced that Tim Tebow would be inducted into the Ring of Honor during a game on October 6, 2018.

To be considered for induction into the Ring of Honor, a former player or coach must be absent from the university for five seasons, be in good standing, and meet at least one of the following criteria:[140]


	Heisman Trophy winner (Spurrier, Wuerffel, Tebow)

	Former All-Americans inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame as players (Smith, Youngblood)

	Former All-Americans who are NFL career category leaders (Smith)

	College-career category leaders (Tebow)

	Coaches with one or more national championship (Spurrier)

	Coaches with three or more SEC championships (Spurrier)

	Players with two or more consensus All-America honors who were also named national offensive or defensive player of the year (Marshall, Tebow)






	Name

	Position

	No.

	Florida years

	Inducted




	Wilber Marshall

	LB

	88

	1980–1983

	2007




	Emmitt Smith

	RB

	22

	1987–1989

	2006




	Steve Spurrier

	QB

	11

	
1964–1966 (player),

1990–2001 (coach)


	2006




	Danny Wuerffel

	QB

	7

	1993–1996

	2006




	Jack Youngblood

	DE

	74

	1967–1970

	2006




	Tim Tebow

	QB

	15

	2006-2009

	2018
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College Football Hall of Fame
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	Name

	Position

	Florida years

	Inducted




	Carlos Alvarez

	WR

	1969–1971

	2011




	Charlie Bachman

	Coach

	1928–1932

	1978




	Lomas Brown

	OT

	1981–1984

	2020




	Wes Chandler

	WR

	1974–1977

	2015




	Doug Dickey

	Coach

	1970–1978

	2003




	Ray Graves

	Coach

	1960–1969

	1990




	Marcelino Huerta

	Coach

	1947–1949

	2002




	Wilber Marshall

	LB

	1980–1983

	2008




	Emmitt Smith

	RB

	1987–1989

	2006




	Steve Spurrier

	
QB,

Coach


	
1963–1966

1990–2001


	
1986

2017





	Dale Van Sickel

	End

	1927–1929

	1975




	Danny Wuerffel

	QB

	1993–1996

	2013




	Jack Youngblood

	DE

	1967–1970

	1992








	Steve Spurrier was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1986 for his record as Florida's Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback from 1964 to 1966 and again in 2017 for his head coaching achievements at Duke, Florida, and South Carolina. He is one of four members of the College Football Hall of Fame inducted as both a player and a coach. 

	Doug Dickey, Florida's quarterback in 1951 and 1952, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2003 for his record as head coach of the Tennessee Volunteers from 1964 to 1969 and the Gators from 1970 to 1978. 

	Marcelino Huerta, a standout Gator lineman from 1947 to 1949, was inducted in 2002 for his record as head coach of the Tampa Spartans, Wichita State Shockers and Parson Wildcats. 
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National Awards
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	Heisman Trophy

	Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award




	Steve Spurrier (1966)

	Danny Wuerffel (1996)




	Danny Wuerffel (1996)

	Chic Harley Award




	Tim Tebow (2007)

	Steve Spurrier (1966)




	Maxwell Award

	Tim Tebow (2007)




	Danny Wuerffel (1996)

	Lou Groza Award




	Tim Tebow (2007, 2008)

	Judd Davis (1993)




	Walter Camp Award

	John Mackey Award




	Danny Wuerffel (1996)

	Aaron Hernandez (2009)




	Sammy Baugh Trophy

	Kyle Pitts (2020)




	John Reaves (1971)

	Draddy Trophy




	Danny Wuerffel (1995)

	Brad Culpepper (1991)




	Davey O'Brien Award

	Danny Wuerffel (1996)




	Danny Wuerffel (1995, 1996)

	Tim Tebow (2009)




	Tim Tebow (2007)

	Wuerffel Trophy




	Rimington Trophy

	Tim Tebow (2008)




	Maurkice Pouncey (2009)

	Manning Award




	Ray Guy Award

	Tim Tebow (2008)




	Chas Henry (2010)

	Rhodes Scholarship




	Jim Thorpe Award

	William McRae (1933)




	Lawrence Wright (1996)

	Bill Kynes (1977)
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Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: Photo Gallery: Florida Gators Heisman Trophy history]Steve Spurrier {1966} 

Steve Spurrier was born on April 20, 1945, in Miami Beach, Florida. He is the second son of a Presbyterian minister, J. Graham Spurrier, and his wife Marjorie. Graham Spurrier changed congregations repeatedly during Steve's early childhood, resulting in several moves for the family. The Spurriers left Miami Beach before Steve's first birthday, moving to Charlotte, North Carolina to live near his paternal grandparents. His father accepted pastorships in Athens, Tennessee and then Newport, Tennessee before settling in Johnson City, Tennessee in 1957, when Steve Spurrier was 12 years old. The youngest Spurrier began to earn his reputation as a good athlete and a fierce competitor in Johnson City, impressing his peers and his older brother's friends with his tenacity in sandlot sports. Spurrier's skills as a young baseball player caused a local businessman to talk the Reverend Spurrier into coaching the Little League team sponsored by his business so that Spurrier's son would be on the squad.

Spurrier attended Science Hill High School in Johnson City, Tennessee, where he was a three-sport letterman starring in high school football, basketball and baseball for the Science Hill Hilltoppers, and was an all-state selection in all three sports. In three years as a starting pitcher for Science Hill, he never lost a game and led his team to two consecutive state baseball championships. On the basketball court, Spurrier played point guard and was known for his ability to run his team's offense with flashy passes and dribbling and his knack for scoring in many ways, attributes which helped his team win two conference championships. He averaged 22 points per game during his senior season and was named the conference player of the year. Many observers in Johnson City thought that Spurrier's best sport in high school was basketball, and his father thought that he was best at baseball. While Spurrier agreed that basketball and baseball came more naturally, he preferred playing football, and he won the starting quarterback position during his junior year. Spurrier was Science Hill's starting quarterback for two years, during which time Coach Kermit Tipton installed a passing offense to take advantage of Spurrier's talents and occasionally allowed him to call plays. Boosted by a post-season game at the end of his senior year in which he brought the Hilltoppers back from a 21–0 second-half deficit to win 28–21, Spurrier was a high school All-American and drew the attention of many college programs.

[image: Steve Spurrier | Florida gators football, Florida gators, Gators football]Spurrier was the Gators' starting quarterback and team leader in 1965 and 1966. He finished his three-year, thirty-one-game college career having completed 392 of 692 attempts for 4,848 passing yards and 37 touchdowns, breaking every UF and many conference records for passing and total offense. In addition to being a stellar passer, Spurrier gained notoriety by playing his best under pressure; eight times during his college career, he led the Gators to fourth-quarter comeback wins. The most memorable example was a November 1966 game against Auburn, when, after leading the team down the field on a two minute drill, he waved off Florida's regular placekicker and booted a forty-yard field goal, giving the Gators a 30–27 win and likely securing himself the Heisman Trophy. As a junior, Spurrier was named a Football Writers Association of America first-team All-American and is still the only player from the losing team to be named the MVP of the Sugar Bowl after passing for a record 352 yards in leading a furious fourth-quarter rally that fell just short. As a senior, Spurrier was awarded many national recognitions, including the 1966 Heisman Trophy and Walter Camp Memorial Trophy, and was a unanimous first-team All-American. He was also the 1966 recipient of Florida's Fergie Ferguson Award, which recognizes the "senior football player who displays outstanding leadership, character and courage."

After retiring as a player, Spurrier went into coaching and spent five years as a college assistant at Florida, Georgia Tech, and Duke, where he began to develop his innovative offensive system while serving as the Blue Devils' offensive coordinator in the early 1980s. He was hired to his first head coaching job by the Tampa Bay Bandits of the United States Football League (USFL) in 1983 and led the team to two playoff appearances in three seasons before the league folded. Spurrier returned to the college ranks in 1987, serving as the head football coach at Duke (3 seasons), Florida (12 seasons), and South Carolina (10.5 seasons), amassing 122 total wins and an 82% career winning percentage. Between his stints at Florida and South Carolina, he led the National Football League's Washington Redskins for two seasons with less success. Spurrier retired from coaching in 2015 and became an ambassador and consultant for the University of Florida's athletic department, though he briefly returned to the sidelines to coach the Orlando Apollos of the short-lived Alliance of American Football in 2019. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 2017, making him one of four members to be inducted as both a player and a coach.

[image: ESPN - NCAA College Football - Heisman 75]Danny Wuerffel {1996} 

Wuerffel was born in Pensacola, Florida, in 1974, the son of a Lutheran minister who was a chaplain in the U.S. Air Force. While he was growing up, his family and he lived in South Carolina, Spain, Nebraska, and Colorado before he attended Fort Walton Beach High School in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. Wuerffel was a standout high school football and basketball player for the Fort Walton Beach Vikings. In football, he led the Vikings to an undefeated season as a senior quarterback, while winning the Florida Class 4A state football championship in 1991 and earning the number two national ranking in USA Today. Wuerffel was widely considered the top high school football recruit in the state of Florida, and USA Today's high school player of the year in Florida during his senior year. He graduated from high school as his class valedictorian.

[image: Gator legend Danny Wuerffel&#39;s life, good works subject of ESPN&#39;s  documentary - Orlando Sentinel]One of the most decorated players in Florida's football history, he was a key member of the Gators teams that won four consecutive Southeastern Conference titles between 1993 and 1996. Wuerffel graduated from the university with a bachelor's degree in public relations and was inducted into the University of Florida Athletic Hall of Fame as a "Gator Great" in 2006. On September 30, 2006, Wuerffel was inducted into the Gator Football Ring of Honor alongside his former coach Spurrier and two other former Gator players, Jack Youngblood and Emmitt Smith. Wuerffel was elected to the College Football Hall of Fame in 2013. Wuerffel was a first-team All-American in 1995, and a consensus first-team All-American in 1996. He received the Sammy Baugh Trophy in 1995, the Davey O'Brien Award in 1995 and 1996, and the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award in 1996, and was named the Quarterback of the Year by the Touchdown Club of Columbus in 1996. Wuerffel declined to be included on Playboy magazine's All-America team as well as its Scholar-Athlete of the Year award, saying, "That's not the type of person I am or would like to portray myself as." His Gators teammates picked him as the squad's most valuable player in 1995 and 1996; his coaches chose him as one of the Gators' team captains. He was later named to The Gainesville Sun's Florida Gators Team of the Century in 1999, was chosen by the Sun as the number one player in the first 100 years of Gators football and was listed as a member of the Florida Gators 100th Anniversary Team in 2006. He is one of only two Heisman Trophy winners to also receive the Draddy Trophy, which is presented annually by the National Football Foundation and the College Football Hall of Fame to the nation's top football scholar-athlete. Wuerffel was also a first-team Academic All-American in 1995 and 1996. 

He finished his Gator career by completing 708 of 1,170 passes for 10,875 yards with 114 touchdown passes, the best in SEC history and second-most in major college history. His career pass efficiency rating of 163.56 was the best in major college history and his percentage of passes which went for a touchdown (9.74) ranked first in collegiate history. In 1995, his efficiency rating of 178.4 set a single-season collegiate record. During his Heisman-winning season of 1996, he completed 207 of 360 passes for 3,625 yards (an SEC record at the time) for 39 touchdowns (leading the nation) and his efficiency rating of 170.6 made him the first quarterback to ever post a rating of 170 or better in back-to-back years. The New Orleans Saints selected Wuerffel in the fourth round of the 1997 NFL Draft, and he played for the Saints for three seasons from 1997 to 1999.

[image: TBT: ESPN&#39;s very own Heisman winners - ESPN Front Row]Tim Tebow {2007} 

In the late 1960s, Tebow's parents — Pamela Elaine (née Pemberton) and Robert Ramsey Tebow II — met while attending the University of Florida. During that time, his mother was a freshman, and his father was a sophomore. The couple married on June 12, 1971, before Pamela's graduation from the university. In 1985, the family moved to the Philippines where they served as Baptist missionaries and built a ministry. During the Tebows' stay, Pamela contracted amoebic dysentery and fell into a coma. While recovering, she discovered that she was pregnant. The medications used to treat Pamela caused a severe placental abruption. Doctors expected a stillbirth and recommended an abortion, which was illegal in the Philippines even in severe cases; the Tebows decided against it. On August 14, 1987, Pamela Tebow gave birth to Tim Tebow in Manila. When Tim was three years old, his family moved from the Philippines to Jacksonville, Florida.  Tebow is the youngest of five children. He is of Belgian (Walloon) origin. His ancestor Andries Tebow sailed to America from Bruges in the 1680’s. He and his siblings were all homeschooled by their parents, who instilled the family's Christian beliefs. Tebow is dyslexic and believes in his uniqueness as a gift from God. He began his high school football career as a tight end for Trinity Christian Academy in Jacksonville. Before the 2003 season, he moved to nearby St. Johns County, making him eligible to play for the struggling football program at Allen D. Nease High School where he could play quarterback. He never actually enrolled at either school, however: his parents chose to home-school him. Florida law allows homeschooled students to participate on the team of the local high school in the school district in which they live, and private schools such as Trinity Christian Academy are also allowed to let homeschooled students play on their teams.  

[image: Gators&#39; jump pass is back - Orlando Sentinel]Tebow came to national prominence as a junior at Nease, known for his running and throwing abilities, as well as an intense competitiveness. Later that year, he suffered an injury to his right leg late in the first half of a game. Originally believed to be suffering from a bad cramp, he played the entire second half with a broken fibula, at one point rushing for a 29-yard touchdown. After the game the extent of the injury was discovered, and he was held out for the remainder of his junior season. Nevertheless, he was named Florida's Player of the Year and became a major college football quarterback prospect.  During his senior season, he led the Nease Panthers to a state title, earned All-State honors, was named Florida's Mr. Football and a Parade magazine high school All-American, and repeated as Florida's Player of the Year. He played in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl in San Antonio, Texas which featured the top 78 senior high school football players in the nation and was shown nationally on NBC television. Tebow was the subject of an ESPN "Faces in Sports" documentary. The segment was titled "Tim Tebow: The Chosen One” and focused on Tebow's home school controversy and missionary work in the Philippines, his athletic exploits, and the college recruiting process. Tebow was also featured in Sports Illustrated on the "Faces in the Crowd" page. In 2007, he was named to the Florida State Athletic Association's All-Century Team that listed the Top 33 football players in the state of Florida's 100-year history of high school football. Despite family ties to the University of Florida, where his parents met as students, Tebow considered other schools, including the University of Alabama.

Tebow accepted an athletic scholarship to attend the University of Florida and play for coach Urban Meyer's Florida Gators football team from 2006 to 2009. While he spent his freshman year as a backup, eventual career highlights at Florida include winning the Heisman Trophy in 2007, leading the team to a BCS championship in 2008, and a 13–1 season in 2009. The Gators' coaches selected him as a team captain in 2008 and 2009, and he is the only three-time recipient of the Gators' most valuable player award, having been chosen by his teammates in 2007, 2008, and 2009. On December 8, 2007, Tebow was awarded the Heisman Trophy, finishing ahead of Arkansas's Darren McFadden, Hawaii's Colt Brennan, and Missouri's Chase Daniel. He was the first sophomore to win the Heisman Trophy. He garnered 462 first-place votes and 1,957 points, 254 points ahead of the runner-up, Arkansas running back Darren McFadden. He finished the regular season as the only player in FBS history to rush and pass for at least 20 touchdowns in both categories in the same season. He had 32 passing touchdowns, 23 rushing touchdowns, and became the third Florida player to win the Heisman Trophy, joining Steve Spurrier and Danny Wuerffel. At the end of his college career, Tebow held 5 National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), 14 Southeastern Conference (SEC), and 28 University of Florida statistical records. He was the SEC's all-time leader in career passing efficiency (170.8), completion percentage (67.1%), passing touchdown to interception ratio (5.5 to 1), rushing yards by a quarterback (2,947), rushing touchdowns (any position) (57), and total touchdowns responsible for (145). Among many mentions in the NCAA Division-I record book, Tebow is ranked second in career passing efficiency, third in career yards per attempt (9.33), 8th in career rushing touchdowns, and owns the record for most consecutive games in which he both threw at least one touchdown pass and scored at least one rushing touchdown (14). Tebow was selected by the Denver Broncos in the first round (25th overall) of the 2010 NFL Draft. He set an NFL Draft record for jersey sales and continued to have the top selling jersey through the 2010 season.

[image: Florida Gators Football History][image: Photo Gallery: Danny Wuerffel&#39;s career with Florida football][image: Former Florida Gators Football: Tim Tebow 2008 | Gators Wire]


	Steve Spurrier

	Danny Wuerffel

	Tim Tebow




Page | 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Florida Gators All-Americans
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	Year

	Name

	Position

	
	Year

	Name

	Position




	1928

	Clyde Crabtree

	HB

	
	1982

	Wilber Marshall

	LB




	1928

	William McRae

	G

	
	1983

	Wilber Marshall

	LB




	1928

	Jimmy Steele

	T

	
	1984

	Lomas Brown

	OT




	1928

	Dale Van Sickel

	End

	
	1997

	Fred Taylor

	RB




	1929

	Dale Van Sickel

	End

	
	1997

	Fred Weary

	DB




	1930

	Red Bethea

	HB

	
	1998

	Ed Chester

	DL




	1941

	Forest K. Ferguson

	End

	
	1998

	Jevon Kearse

	DE




	1952

	Charlie LaPradd

	T

	
	1998

	Travis McGriff

	WR




	1953

	Joe D'Agostino

	T

	
	1998

	Mike Peterson

	DE




	1956

	John Barrow

	G

	
	1999

	Alex Brown

	DE




	1958

	Vel Heckman

	T

	
	1999

	Jeff Chandler

	K




	1964

	Larry Dupree

	HB

	
	2000

	Alex Brown

	DE




	1964

	Dennis Murphy

	T

	
	2000

	Jabar Gaffney

	WR




	1965

	Bruce Bennett

	Back

	
	2000

	Lito Sheppard

	CB




	1965

	Charles Casey

	End

	
	2000

	Kenyatta Walker

	OT




	1965

	Larry Gagner

	OG

	
	2000

	Gerard Warren

	DT




	1965

	Lynn Matthews

	DE

	
	2001

	Alex Brown

	DL




	1965

	Steve Spurrier

	QB

	
	2001

	Andra Davis

	LB




	1966

	Bill Carr

	C

	
	2001

	Jabar Gaffney

	WR




	1966

	Steve Spurrier

	QB

	
	2001

	Rex Grossman

	QB




	1968

	Guy Dennis

	OG

	
	2001

	Mike Pearson

	OL




	1968

	Larry Smith

	RB

	
	2001

	Lito Sheppard

	DB




	1969

	Carlos Alvarez

	End

	
	2003

	Keiwan Ratliff

	DB




	1969

	Steve Tannen

	Back

	
	2003

	Shannon Snell

	OG




	1970

	Jack Youngblood

	DE

	
	2003

	Ben Troupe

	TE




	1971

	John Reaves

	QB

	
	2004

	Channing Crowder

	LB




	1974

	Glenn Cameron

	LB

	
	2006

	Jarvis Moss

	DE




	1974

	Burton Lawless

	OG

	
	2006

	Reggie Nelson

	DB




	1974

	Ralph Ortega

	LB

	
	2006

	Brandon Siler

	LB




	1975

	Jimmy DuBose

	RB

	
	2006

	Ryan Smith

	DB




	1975

	Sammy Green

	LB

	
	2007

	Percy Harvin

	WR




	1976

	Wes Chandler

	WR

	
	2007

	Tim Tebow

	QB




	1977

	Wes Chandler

	WR

	
	2008

	Percy Harvin

	KR / All-purpose




	1980

	Cris Collinsworth

	WR

	
	2008

	Brandon James

	KR / All-purpose




	1980

	David Little

	LB

	
	2008

	Brandon Spikes

	LB




	1981

	David Galloway

	DE

	
	2008

	Tim Tebow

	QB




	2009

	Joe Haden

	DB

	
	2009

	Aaron Hernandez

	TE
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Florida Gators All-Americans



	Year

	Name

	Position

	
	Year

	Name

	Position




	2009

	Maurkice Pouncey

	C

	
	2015

	Marcus Maye

	S




	2009

	Mike Pouncey

	OG

	
	2015

	Vernon Hargreaves III 

	DB




	2009

	Brandon Spikes

	LB

	
	2015

	Antonio Callaway

	KR / All-purpose




	2009

	Tim Tebow

	QB

	
	2016

	Jarrad Davis

	LB




	2010

	Ahmad Black

	S

	
	2016

	Teez Tabor

	CB




	2010

	Chas Henry

	P

	
	2016

	Johnny Townsend

	P




	2010

	Mike Pouncey

	C

	
	2017

	Johnny Townsend

	P




	2011

	Caleb Sturgis

	K

	
	2017

	Eddy Piñeiro

	K




	2012

	Kyle Christy

	P

	
	2019

	Jonathan Greenard

	LB




	2012

	Matt Elam

	DB

	
	2019

	CJ Henderson

	CB




	2012

	Sharrif Floyd

	DL

	
	2020

	Kyle Pitts 

	TE




	2012

	Caleb Sturgis

	K

	
	2020

	Kyle Trask

	QB




	2014

	Vernon Hargreaves III

	DB

	
	2020

	Kadarius Toney

	WR




	2015

	Jonathan Bullard

	DL

	
	2022

	O’Cyrus Torrence

	OL




	
	
	
	
	2024

	Jake Slaughter

	C
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Florida Gators Bowl Games

[image: ]







	12/20/2024

	FLORIDA

	vs

	TULANE

	33

	8

	W

	Gasparilla Bowl




	12/17/2022

	FLORIDA {6-7}

	vs

	#14 OREGON STATE {10-3}

	3

	30

	L

	Las Vegas Bowl




	12/30/2020

	#10 FLORIDA (8-4)

	vs

	#8 OKLAHOMA (9-2)

	20

	55

	L

	Cotton Bowl




	12/30/2019

	#6 FLORIDA (11-2)

	vs

	#25 VIRGINIA (9-5)

	36

	28

	W

	Orange Bowl




	12/29/2018

	#10 FLORIDA (10-3)

	vs

	#7 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	41

	15

	W

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	1/2/2017

	FLORIDA (9-4)

	vs

	IOWA (8-5)

	30

	3

	W

	Outback Bowl




	1/1/2016

	FLORIDA (10-4)

	vs

	MICHIGAN (10-3)

	7

	41

	L

	Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl




	1/3/2015

	FLORIDA (7-5)

	vs

	EAST CAROLINA (8-5)

	28

	20

	W

	Birmingham Bowl




	1/2/2013

	FLORIDA (11-2)

	vs

	LOUISVILLE (11-2)

	23

	33

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	1/2/2012

	FLORIDA (7-6)

	vs

	OHIO STATE (6-7)

	24

	17

	W

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/2011

	FLORIDA (7-6)

	vs

	PENN STATE (7-6)

	37

	24

	W

	Outback Bowl




	1/1/2010

	FLORIDA (13-1)

	vs

	CINCINNATI (12-1)

	51

	24

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	1/8/2009

	#1 FLORIDA (13-1)

	vs

	OKLAHOMA (12-2)

	24

	14

	W

	BCS Championship




	1/1/2008

	FLORIDA (9-4)

	vs

	MICHIGAN (9-4)

	35

	41

	L

	Capital One Bowl




	1/8/2007

	#1 FLORIDA (13-1)

	vs

	OHIO STATE (12-1)

	41

	14

	W

	BCS Championship




	1/2/2006

	FLORIDA (9-3)

	vs

	IOWA (7-5)

	31

	24

	W

	Outback Bowl




	12/31/2004

	FLORIDA (7-5)

	vs

	MIAMI (9-3)

	10

	27

	L

	Peach Bowl




	1/1/2004

	FLORIDA (8-5)

	vs

	IOWA (10-3)

	17

	37

	L

	Outback Bowl




	1/1/2003

	FLORIDA (8-5)

	vs

	MICHIGAN (10-3)

	30

	38

	L

	Outback Bowl




	1/2/2002

	FLORIDA (10-2)

	vs

	MARYLAND (10-2)

	56

	23

	W

	Orange Bowl




	1/2/2001

	FLORIDA (10-3)

	vs

	MIAMI (11-1)

	20

	37

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	1/1/2000

	FLORIDA (9-4)

	vs

	MICHIGAN STATE (10-2)

	34

	37

	L

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/2/1999

	FLORIDA (10-2)

	vs

	SYRACUSE (8-4)

	31

	10

	W

	Orange Bowl




	1/1/1998

	FLORIDA (10-2)

	vs

	PENN STATE (9-3)

	21

	6

	W

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/2/1997

	#1 FLORIDA (12-1)

	vs

	FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	52

	20

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	1/2/1996

	FLORIDA (12-1)

	vs

	#1 NEBRASKA (12-0)

	24

	62

	L

	Fiesta Bowl




	1/2/1995

	FLORIDA (10-2-1)

	vs

	FLORIDA STATE (10-1-1)

	17

	23

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	1/1/1994

	FLORIDA (11-2)

	vs

	WEST VIRGINIA (11-1)

	41

	7

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	12/31/1992

	FLORIDA (9-4)

	vs

	NC STATE (9-3-1)

	27

	10

	W

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1992

	FLORIDA (10-2)

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (10-3)

	28

	39

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	12/30/1989

	FLORIDA (7-5)

	vs

	WASHINGTON (8-4)

	7

	34

	L

	Freedom Bowl




	12/29/1988

	FLORIDA (7-5)

	vs

	ILLINOIS (6-5-1)

	14

	10

	W

	All-American Bowl




	12/25/1987

	FLORIDA (6-6)

	vs

	UCLA (10-2)

	16

	20

	L

	Aloha Bowl




	12/30/1983

	FLORIDA (9-2-1)

	vs

	IOWA (9-3)

	14

	6

	W

	Gator Bowl




	12/31/1982

	FLORIDA (8-4)

	vs

	ARKANSAS (9-2-1)

	24

	28

	L

	Bluebonnet Bowl




	12/31/1981

	FLORIDA (7-5)

	vs

	WEST VIRGINIA (9-3)

	6

	26

	L

	Peach Bowl




	12/20/1980

	FLORIDA (8-4)

	vs

	MARYLAND (8-4)

	35

	20

	W

	Tangerine Bowl




	1/2/1977

	FLORIDA (8-4)

	vs

	TEXAS A&M (10-2)

	14

	37

	L

	Sun Bowl




	12/29/1975

	FLORIDA (9-3)

	vs

	MARYLAND (9-2-1)

	0

	13

	L

	Gator Bowl




	12/31/1974

	FLORIDA (8-4)

	vs

	NEBRASKA (9-3)

	10

	13

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	12/22/1973

	FLORIDA (7-5)

	vs

	MIAMI-OHIO (11-0)

	7

	16

	L

	Tangerine Bowl




	12/27/1969

	FLORIDA (9-1-1)

	vs

	TENNESSEE (9-2)

	14

	13

	W

	Gator Bowl




	1/2/1967

	FLORIDA (9-2)

	vs

	GEORGIA TECH (9-2)

	27

	12

	W

	Orange Bowl




	1/1/1966

	FLORIDA (7-4)

	vs

	MISSOURI (8-2-1)

	18

	20

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	12/29/1962

	FLORIDA (7-4)

	vs

	PENN STATE (9-2)

	17

	7

	W

	Gator Bowl




	12/31/1960

	FLORIDA (9-2)

	vs

	BAYLOR (8-3)

	13

	12

	W

	Gator Bowl




	12/27/1958

	FLORIDA (6-4-1)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI (9-2)

	3

	7

	L

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1953

	FLORIDA (8-3)

	vs

	TULSA (8-2-1)

	14

	13

	W

	Gator Bowl




	12/25/1912

	FLORIDA (5-2-1)

	vs

	Vedado AC

	28

	0

	W

	Bacardi Bowl









	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Stadiums {Former and Current}
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The Baseball Park

The university established an intercollegiate football program and a club-level baseball team immediately upon opening of its new campus. Since the school did not yet have outdoor athletic facilities, the original home field for these teams was a Gainesville city park known simply as "The Baseball Park" or "The Ballpark", which they used until 1911. 

[image: Fleming Field 1920s.jpg]University Athletic Field {Fleming Field}

Fleming Field (originally known as University Athletic Field) was the first on-campus home for the football and baseball teams representing the University of Florida in Gainesville. It was constructed on what was then the northwest corner of the campus in late 1910, and it became the home of the Florida Gators outdoor sports programs during the 1911-1912 academic year.

The University Athletic Field had limited spectator seating and primitive amenities when first opened. Larger bleachers were installed in 1915, when it was renamed "Fleming Field" in honor of a former governor of Florida, and a track for the university's new track and field program was added in 1923. However, its maximum capacity never exceeded about 5,000 with standing room, and as the Florida football program grew in national prominence during the 1920s, university leaders saw a need for a larger facility.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5a/1912Gators.jpg/476px-1912Gators.jpg]Florida Field was constructed adjacent to Fleming Field in 1930 as the new home of the university's football and track programs, and the baseball team moved to nearby Perry Field in 1949. Fleming Field was used for general student recreation for many years. Today, some of the former playing field is taken up by the north end zone façade and grandstand of Ben Hill Griffin Stadium at Florida Field, while the remaining portion is a landscaped approach to the modern stadium and the site of the pregame Gator Walk.

Florida Field @ Ben Hill-Griffin Stadium

Ben Hill Griffin Stadium (in full Steve Spurrier-Florida Field at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium), popularly known as "The Swamp", is the home field of the Florida Gators football team. It was originally known as Florida Field when it opened as a 22,000 seat facility in 1930, and it has been expanded and renovated many times over the ensuing decades. Most of the university's athletic administrative offices along with most football-related offices and training areas have been located in the stadium since the 1960s, though most the football program's facilities are slated to move to a nearby $60 million building that began construction nearby in 2020.

Ben Hill Griffin Stadium is the largest football stadium in Florida, the 12th largest stadium in American college football, and the 18th largest stadium in the world, as measured by its official seating capacity of 88,548 – though, it has often held over 90,000 for Florida's home football games. The name of the facility was simply "Florida Field" from its opening in 1930 until 1989, when the university renamed the stadium in honor of citrus magnate Ben Hill Griffin, Jr., an alumnus and major benefactor of the university and its sports programs. However, the playing surface remained "Florida Field", and the facility's full name was "Ben Hill Griffin Stadium at Florida Field" from 1990 until 2016.

[image: BenHillGriffinStadium.png]On September 3, 2016, the playing surface was renamed in honor of former Florida quarterback and head coach Steve Spurrier. As Florida athletic director Jeremy Foley explained, "Coach Spurrier did more than win a Heisman Trophy, a national championship, and a bunch of games. Coach Spurrier changed the culture of Florida Athletics." As a result, the facility's official name is now "Steve Spurrier-Florida Field at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium". The facility may be best known as simply "The Swamp", a nickname which was coined by Spurrier in 1992. As he explained at the time, "A swamp is where Gators live. We feel comfortable there, but we hope our opponents feel tentative. A swamp is hot and sticky and can be dangerous. We feel like it's an appropriate nickname for our stadium." Both the "Swamp" nickname and the "only Gators get out alive" tagline added later by Florida's sports marketing department quickly became popular and have been commonly used ever since.
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Rivalries
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Florida-Georgia Rivalry {Okefenokee Oar}

Historically, Georgia has been Florida's most hated and fierce rival. Previously known as "The World's Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party," and now most called the "Florida–Georgia game" by Gator fans, this rivalry often decides the SEC East and has national implications. The game is held at TIAA Bank Field in Jacksonville, Florida, usually on the last Saturday in October or the first Saturday in November. The designated "home" team alternates, with ticket distribution split evenly between the schools. Since 2009, the Okefenokee Oar has been awarded to the winner of the Florida-Georgia game. In the rivalry's early years, games rotated among locations in Savannah, Tampa, Jacksonville and, occasionally, Gainesville and Athens. Since 1933 the game has been played in Jacksonville, except for 1994 and 1995 (when the teams played a pair of home-and-home games at their respective stadiums). Georgia leads the series overall 57–44–2 through the 2024 season.

In 2009, the student governments of the two universities announced the creation of a new trophy, the "Okefenokee Oar". The 10-foot-long Oar was donated anonymously to the University of Florida in 2009 and has opposing sides carved with symbols and logos from each school. The Oar was carved from the remains of a 1,000-year-old cypress tree that once grew in the Okefenokee Swamp, which straddles the Florida–Georgia border and was the source of an interstate boundary dispute. Beginning with the 2009 contest, the Okefenokee Oar is presented to the winning university's student body president. No trophy is presented at the game, however.

Florida-Tennessee Rivalry

The Florida–Tennessee football rivalry is sometimes referred to as the "Third Saturday in September". The Gators and Vols have competed in the same athletic conference since Florida joined the now-defunct Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association in 1910, and the schools were founding members of the Southeastern Conference in 1932. Despite this long conference association, a true rivalry did not develop until the early 1990s due to the infrequency of earlier meetings; in the first seventy-six years (1916–91) of the series, the two teams met just twenty-one times. The Southeastern Conference (SEC) expanded to twelve universities and split into two divisions in 1992. Florida and Tennessee were placed in the SEC's East Division and have met on a home-and-home basis every season since. Their rivalry quickly blossomed in intensity and importance in the 1990s and early 2000s as both programs regularly fielded national championship contending teams under coaches Phil Fulmer of Tennessee and Steve Spurrier at Florida. Florida leads the all-time series 32–22 through the 2024 season.

Florida-Florida State rivalry {Sunshine Showdown}

The Florida and Florida State football series began in 1958, and the game has usually been played on the Saturday after Thanksgiving since the 1970s. The teams met every year from 1958 until 2019 before the 2020 meeting was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Gators dominated the series before Coach Bobby Bowden first brought FSU to national prominence in 1976, after which the rivalry has become much more competitive. Florida leads the overall series 36–26–2, while FSU holds a 24-21–1 advantage since 1976. The rivalry has been evenly split with ten wins apiece since 2000.

For the past three decades, one or both squads have often been highly ranked coming into the late-season contest, adding national championship implications to a rivalry already heavily weighted with in-state bragging rights. From 1990 to 2000, every meeting featured both schools being ranked in the top 10 of the Associated Press rankings, with one or both schools ranked in the top 5 on multiple occasions. The winner of the game would go on to compete in the national championship game in six of those seasons (1993, 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000). Florida leads the all-time series 38–28–2 through the 2024 season.
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Florida-LSU rivalry

Florida and LSU first met on the football field in 1937 and have been annual opponents since 1971. Since 1992, LSU has been Florida's permanent inter-divisional rival from the SEC Western Division. The winner of the Florida–LSU game went on to win the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) national championship game in the 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2019 seasons. This rivalry has been known recently for close games, with both teams highly ranked. LSU leads the all-time series 34–33–3 through the 2023 season.

Auburn-Florida rivalry

Auburn and Florida played annually from 1945 to 2002. In the overall series won-lost record, Auburn is Florida's most evenly matched SEC opponent. Beginning in the 1980s, one team was usually highly ranked coming into the game, and it had conference- and national-title implications. The series has had several notable upsets. Auburn defeated previously unbeaten Florida teams in 1993, 1994, 2001, 2006 and 2007, although the Gators won SEC championships in 1993, 1994 and 2006. The annual series ended in 2002, when the SEC adjusted its football schedules, so each team played one permanent and two rotating opponents from the opposite SEC division every year (instead of one rotating and two permanent teams). When Texas A&M and Missouri joined the conference in 2012, the schedule was changed again; each team played one permanent and one rotating opponent from the opposite division every year. LSU was designated as Florida's annual SEC Western Division opponent, and Florida and Auburn play two regular-season games every 12 years. Auburn leads the series 43–39–2 through the 2023 season.
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