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    To my family, my friends, and my readers—In a world where choices may feel guided and freedom elusive, may you always find the strength to carve your own path.For every moment of doubt, every challenge faced, remember that the cage is only as silent as we allow it to be.
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Chapter 1: Jaxon
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Jaxon had never known a life without the constant hum of surveillance. From the moment they could walk, they were aware of the cameras embedded in every wall, the drones that patrolled the skies, and the quiet, ever-present AI that monitored every action, every word. It was a city of order—perfect on the surface. Citizens had their needs met. Housing, healthcare, and education were provided by the state, and in return, the citizens worked, following their assigned roles in the larger system.

For most, this was a utopia. But not for Jaxon.

As a child, Jaxon had always been aware of the rigid structure that defined their life. From the first day of school, it was clear that every student was on a carefully laid-out path, one designed not by teachers or parents, but by the AI that controlled the city. The AI monitored everything: academic performance, physical aptitude, even social interactions. There was no room for deviation, no room for personal exploration As a child, Jaxon had always been aware of the structure that defined their life, but it didn’t feel oppressive—at least, not at first. From the first day of school, it was clear that the AI guiding the education system wasn’t just about rote learning or rigid conformity. It was designed to encourage growth, to help students explore their strengths while challenging them to improve in areas where they struggled. Every student’s interests were flagged early on, their aptitudes noted by both the AI and their teachers, and they were given opportunities to expand on those interests. If a student showed promise in one field, the AI would push them further in that direction, while also nudging them to explore other subjects to become well-rounded individuals.
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