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18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, 

20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

 

—Matthew 28:18-20

 


Introduction: 
How Do You Share the Gospel 
in Our Culture?

A


merican Christians realized their culture was changing. After decades of church growth in the mid-1900s, routine efforts to share the gospel suddenly became less effective. People seemed disinterested, too busy, too skeptical, or too angry. By the time the early 2000s came around, the concern among Christians reached a steady boil. Most religious groups in America were declining in numbers. American media and higher education institutions appeared intent on discouraging religious faith, celebrating anyone who criticized the truthfulness or relevance of Christianity. Some churches suggested that we needed to change the Christian message—at least the parts our society disliked—to keep American Christianity from disappearing entirely, an alarmist attitude that seemed to betray a greater trust in culture than in God. The cultural ethos was going in the wrong direction. Eventually, one research project declared we had witnessed the largest and fastest religious shift in American history—a movement away from God, as millions of Americans drifted from professing Christianity into the “dechurched” category.1

Within this unprecedented cultural shift, many Christians got to work, exploring whether evangelism could still be successful in a culture increasingly described as “post-Christian” (meaning that Christianity was no longer the dominant cultural force it used to be). A wave of literature about evangelism rose up from a variety of denominational backgrounds: books, research projects, articles, statistics, dissertations. Religious universities re-discovered the importance of studying evangelism on an academic level, after ignoring the topic for several generations.2 Writers and scholars realized that engaging the culture had become a high-priority issue for Christians, who sought ways to share the gospel more effectively. What have those studies revealed?

The Question Behind This Book

When I began work on my doctoral dissertation, we were advised to choose a topic we were passionate about, given the countless hours we would spend reading and writing on the subject. I chose evangelism. After all, like many ministers, I was first drawn to ministry by a conviction that Christianity is true and a desire to share that truth with others. And whenever I reflect on how I can grow both in faith and ministry, evangelism is often at the forefront of my thoughts: I have felt the frustrations of our less-receptive culture like everyone else, so I regularly consider how I can better encourage others to follow God and how our church family can be more effective as well. Therefore, I chose evangelism as my dissertation topic, hoping to personally grow in this area and learn to better equip other Christians as well. 

As I worked through the vast amount of contemporary evangelism literature, my focus narrowed and I began to ask the question hinted at above: among all the studies on evangelism and our culture in the past few decades, what have we found to be helpful? Seeking answers to that question, I wanted to read all I could from the mountain of evangelism writings, looking for consistent themes. I wanted to understand the challenges, and to know if there were reproducible best practices or important mindset shifts that helped in evangelism. And of course, I wanted to make sure that anything I accepted was faithful to what God has taught in Scripture.

Following that line of study, my narrowed-down dissertation topic became “effective evangelism in post-Christian culture.” As I identified common themes from contemporary evangelism writings, I sought to distill them into a set of principles for sharing the gospel in our culture.3 This book presents the results of that study, and I am happy to report that there is plenty of good news: people are finding that many non-Christians in our culture are open to Christianity, effective evangelism still takes place, and there are indeed some best practices and mindset shifts we can learn. I am also happy to share that these themes resonate with my experience in life and ministry. In other words, I am a believer that what you will find in this book is effective—I have seen these principles play out in real life. And still more good news: I am especially pleased to share that these themes are all rooted in Scripture. 

Some of these principles are biblical attitudes we must “reclaim” in our daily habits. Some are simply understanding how people are different today than they were a couple of generations ago, requiring us to show wisdom and share the gospel with our changing culture in mind. Some are ways of thinking “bigger” about sharing the gospel, at least bigger than the stereotype of it-all-depends-on-me evangelism.

Equipping Christians to Share the Gospel

I have personally found this study to be both hopeful and helpful, and I pray you will also. 

If you are interested in evangelism in our changing culture, this book is for you. Although the study originated as an academic enterprise, this book aims to be beneficial to all Christians. As I completed my dissertation, I felt I had learned things that I wished every Christian could know, and I imagined what could happen if we multiplied the number of Christians practicing these principles in their daily lives. I wanted to share the findings with other Christians as best I could. Although my dissertation drew from numerous sources, including a substantial amount of scholarly social science research, I wanted to consolidate the material and state the concepts in clear language that all Christians could understand. As I shared the reshaped versions of this material in different contexts—in Bible classes and sermons, in gatherings designed to equip church leaders, in evangelism seminars—people consistently gave positive feedback on the value of the study and the need to equip all Christians with these post-Christian evangelism principles. I decided to put the material into book form, believing it can equip Christians to engage our post-Christian culture more effectively. 

I am convinced that most Christians care deeply about sharing the gospel in our culture. You notice the interest level rise whenever the topic comes up in Bible classes, sermons, or conversations. The gospel is the most important message in the world, changing our lives and our eternity, and we want others to receive God’s blessings for themselves. We hear Jesus clearly when he says: “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world but lose his own soul?”4 (Matt. 16:26). But we also feel the challenge of our current context, so despite our commitment to the importance of evangelism, most American Christians feel they do not know how to share the gospel effectively in our culture. It is true, we are in a challenging, less-receptive culture, as missionaries returning to the United States often remind us. But even in this challenging context, there are still great opportunities to help others come to Christ, if we learn how best to engage our culture with the gospel.

Using This Book

This book can be used for Bible classes, small group studies, or personal reading. Each chapter ends with discussion questions and personal reflection questions, which are designed for meaningful reflection and application, both in group settings and individual reading. If you are using this book to teach a class or lead a small group, the discussion questions should be especially helpful, and I suggest asking them at appropriate times throughout your presentation of the material, not just at the end. As for age ranges, this book is suitable for adults, young adults, or college-age. 

I look forward to our study over the next thirteen chapters, and I pray God will use it to help us be more effective in sharing the gospel, to his glory.

 

 



section one:
The Challenge of Post-Christian Culture...and the Way Forward 


Chapters 1-2

 

 


 

Chapter 1

 

The Challenge of
 Post-Christian Culture:



Keeping a Bigger Perspective


 

“For I, the Lord, do not change.”—Malachi 3:6

 

“‘Is not My word like fire?’ declares the Lord, ‘and like a hammer which shatters a rock?’”—Jeremiah 23:29

 

The World-Changing Gospel

J


esus Christ changed the world forever. Beginning in the small Roman province of Judea, the message about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection lit a fire that has been spreading around the world ever since. The book of Acts describes how the good news of salvation in Jesus spread through the culturally diverse Roman Empire, highlighting the world-changing aspect of the gospel. 

The gospel’s rapid spread in Acts is a good place to begin a study on evangelism. In the first chapter, Jesus tells his apostles that they will receive God’s power through the Holy Spirit and then take the gospel all over the world:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”—Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8 serves as an outline for the rest of Acts, because from this point forward, the gospel spreads just as Jesus said it would: in Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and then all over the Roman Empire. 

First, the gospel spreads in Jerusalem. In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit comes upon the apostles, Peter preaches to the Jerusalem crowd, and three thousand people are baptized (vv. 37-42). Acts 2:47 then says that people were continually coming to Christ: “And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.” By the time we reach Acts 4, there are about five thousand male Christians (v. 4), plus who knows how many thousands of female Christians. 

After Acts 4, we are not given specific numbers, but the gospel continues to spread in Jerusalem:

And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women were constantly added to their number.—Acts 5:14


The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.
—Acts 6:7

Next, the gospel spreads to all Judea and Samaria. In Acts 8, persecution begins against Christians in Jerusalem, and the disciples “were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria” (v. 1). Verse 4 shows their commitment to God’s word as they traveled: “Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.” Acts 8 focuses on one of those scattered Christians: a man named Philip teaching the gospel in Samaria, where many people believe and are baptized (v. 12). Two of the apostles, Peter and John, come to help Philip teach in Samaria, and then they preach the gospel “to many villages of the Samaritans” (Acts 8:25). Just as Jesus foretold in Acts 1:8, the gospel has now spread through Jerusalem (chapters 1 through 7) and to Judea and Samaria in chapter 8.

Then, the gospel spreads to the Gentiles and throughout the Roman Empire. God dramatically teaches Peter that Gentiles can also be Christians, leading to the baptism of Cornelius and his household (Acts 10-11). Scattered Christians also bring the gospel to the multi-ethnic city of Antioch, teaching both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 11:19-20) with great success:

And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. —Acts 11:21

A few verses later, the growth in Antioch continued: “And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.” —Acts 11:24

As the Antioch church grows, God instructs them to send Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys, beginning in Acts 13. Despite constant opposition, Paul and Barnabas see people come to faith in Christ wherever they go. Churches are established in cities all over the north Mediterranean regions. By midway through Paul’s second missionary journey, in Acts 17:6, Romans describe Christians as those “who have upset the world,” or those who have “turned the world upside down” (KJV). The gospel had already turned the world upside down less than one generation after the death of Jesus. Just as Jesus foretold in Acts 1:8—in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

In the years after the apostles died, the gospel continued to spread. After all, we did not become Christians by accident. God’s word eventually came to our side of the world, someone shared it with us, and we were baptized into Christ like so many untold numbers of people before us. It has been two thousand years since Christ lived on earth, and the gospel continues to change lives everywhere it goes.

The Challenge of Post-Christian Evangelism

The book of Acts is extremely faith-building, reminding us that God works through his message and his people to change the world. And we need the reminder, because reading Acts also brings a sobering reality to mind: I have seen many people become Christians, and I am thankful for every one of them, but I have never personally witnessed the type of evangelistic growth we see in Acts. We occasionally hear of rapid Christian growth in other parts of the world—India, China, Africa, South America—but if you have lived in the United States your entire life, at least in the last few generations, you may feel that rapid Christian growth is rare. 

Christians in America are more likely to feel as if fewer people are trying to live for Christ and, sadly, the statistics bear this out. The number of professing Christians has declined significantly over the last fifty years: in 2024, 62% of Americans identified as Christians; that number was 90% in 1972, within living memory of our older generations.5 Scholars tell us that after decades of growth, most American denominations began a continuous trend of losing members in the mid-1960s.6 In churches of Christ, our growth continued, albeit slowly, until the early 1990s, when our numbers began declining.7 But the decline has been noticeable for us too: the number of Americans identifying with churches of Christ dropped 13.4% from 2000-2020.8 

Historically, American religious movements had been stories of revivalism. Examples include the First and Second Great Awakenings, in which large numbers of people committed themselves to Christianity and thereby shaped a Christian-focused cultural landscape.9 In contemporary times, one study declared that the last three decades have witnessed the largest religious movement in the history of our country; but this has been a movement away from church, as 40 million Americans moved into the “dechurched” category over the past thirty years.10 The “dechurched” descriptor means that those 40 million once attended church services at least semi-regularly, but no longer attend. The statistics are consistent: modern American culture has far fewer people professing Christianity than past generations.

Those statistics are not surprising, considering that American Christians have undoubtedly felt cultural influences pushing against our faith. Several cultural factors have made Christianity less popular in our country, including:


		Our American hyper-individualism shows itself as selfishness and arrogance more than it did in the mid-1900s;11 and a culture that says “it is all about me” does not fit comfortably with the Christian message of self-sacrifice and putting others above ourselves. 

		Our national wealth has not helped our faith. America has the greatest number of millionaires and billionaires in the world, and collectively American citizens have 31% of the entire world’s money and net worth.12 The Bible is clear that people can be both wealthy and faithful (Abraham and Job are two such examples), but the Bible is also clear that wealth presents unique temptations that make faith more difficult, including temptations of arrogance and pursuing money more than God. (Some passages to notice: Proverbs 30:8-9; Matthew 6:19-24; 19:23, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19.)

		There has been a strong push in our culture toward secularism,13 the belief that religion should not play a role in government, education, or other public parts of society.14 Our older generations remember what for them was a watershed moment when public prayer was no longer allowed in schools. That began a common feature of American culture in the past few decades: lawsuits and secular pressure to push religion—especially Christianity—out of public spaces such as schools, ballgames, and workplaces. The secular mindset wants to confine Christianity to the private sphere, giving many the impression that it is irrelevant, unnecessary, or untrue, and that it is inappropriate to make public affirmations of our faith.

		Our culture has developed strong negative perceptions of Christianity in recent decades.15 These perceptions have been developed in several ways, including: 




		consistent negative media portrayals of Christians, as hypocritical, ignorant, or worse;

		outspoken critics of Christianity who claim that religion is not only wrong, but also hurts society and should not be tolerated;16 

		a push for LGBTQ+ activism, often claiming that Christian convictions about sexual ethics are somehow harmful to those who pursue other sexual lifestyles;

		a perception that many Christians are too focused on political agendas, prioritizing political victories above caring for people;17


		bad examples of people who claim to be Christians (which unfortunately contribute to the negative media portrayals mentioned above)—including popular televangelists found to be hypocrites, sexual abuse scandals connected to churches, or people having personal bad experiences with Christians. Sadly, a common feature of recent American culture has been “bad church experience” stories, which have resulted in many disengaging from Christianity.18




With a declining number of people professing Christianity and a culture actively pushing against it, many scholars now describe American culture as “post-Christian.” What do they mean by “post-Christian”? The term simply means that Christianity is no longer the dominant cultural influence in our country that it once was. The same term is applied to countries in the European and Australian regions that have experienced similar cultural trajectories. Whether you think “post-Christian” is an appropriate label or not,19 it is the descriptor commonly applied today for cultures like ours, so we will stay consistent with current practice and use it in this book as well. Scholar David Gustafson explains why America has been increasingly considered a post-Christian culture: 

A growing percentage of Americans no longer share a Christian worldview, hold to Christian beliefs and values, or identify with America’s Christian heritage. The Christian faith no longer has the cultural clout of previous decades, nor can one assume that people are familiar with Christian theological concepts like sin, faith, prayer, repentance, and a personal God. Indeed, these are (mis)understood as bad deeds, wishful thinking, meditation, moral expectations, and a moldable deity.20

In the term “post”-Christian, you also notice the implication that we are not “pre”-Christian, and thus our culture is different from those that have never encountered Christianity. While “pre-Christian” cultures hear the Christian message for the first time, often appreciating its values and respecting its followers, people in “post-Christian” culture often begin with preconceived notions against Christianity, even before they are exposed to genuine Christian faith. Again, Gustafson summarizes the situation well: 

Those living in post-Christendom contexts may know very little of the Christian faith but assume they know more than they do. Their limited perceptions inoculate them against biblical Christianity. ... In the end, many see the Christian faith, or a caricature of it, as something they already know and to be rejected.21

The Way Forward: Seeking a Bigger Perspective

Should we just give up? After witnessing the spiritual decline of recent decades, Christians might feel discouraged, tempted to believe that the gospel no longer has a place in our culture. If we have adopted that mindset, consciously or subconsciously, then it is time to renew our evangelism convictions.

Rebuilding those convictions is a central goal of these opening chapters. To meet our current cultural moment, Christians must develop a more positive evangelism mindset. Now is the time to renew our confidence in the power of the gospel and our commitment to sharing it. When Christians understand what is possible and remember why it matters, they are empowered to move forward in faith. As we begin this study, it is important to identify our culture’s evangelism challenges, but it is also important to rekindle our evangelism convictions.

For the remainder of this first chapter, we offer a good first step forward: seeking a bigger perspective, not just on our challenges, but also on our faith. It is easy to focus on the spiritually frustrating direction of our culture. But before we get stuck obsessing over the obstacles, here are a few faith reminders about the possibilities for the path ahead: 

First, the same God is still leading his church. 

God made promises about his church. In Daniel 2:44, God promised his kingdom would never be destroyed, would outlast all other kingdoms, and would endure forever. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus told his apostles that he was building his church—the church was God’s idea! —and that the gates of Hades itself could not overpower it. God also made promises about his presence: “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

Before getting too concerned about the challenges facing Christians in American culture, remember who God is. This is the one true God, who keeps his promises. This is the God who led Israel out from Egypt, giving them victory over the most powerful nation then on earth. This is the God who led that small group of apostles to change the world. As Paul said in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who is against us?” God is all-powerful, and we are with him.

God has also shown an ability to turn circumstances around when people least expect it. The Egyptian army had the Israelites cornered, and then God parted the Red Sea and gave his people a most improbable victory. Jesus died and it appeared evil had won, and then Jesus raised from the dead and showed the true meaning of the cross and the power of God. 

With God’s track record of turning circumstances around, it may be unwise to assume that our culture will drift hopelessly away from God. We do not know God’s plans, but we know God’s history of changing circumstances in ways people did not expect. In fact, we have seen him do it in our own country’s history. In 1822, Thomas Jefferson predicted, “There is not a young man now living in the U.S. who will not die a Unitarian."22 What did he mean by that? Jefferson believed the religious trajectory of the country was turning against belief in the Bible’s miracles and doctrines such as the divinity of Jesus, and he thought true New Testament Christianity would simply fade away, replaced by a form of religion more acceptable to the secular mindset. Little did Jefferson know, the seeds were already growing for one of our nation’s largest-ever religious revivals. It would become known as the Second Great Awakening, and it produced a strong movement back toward God and the Bible. Notably for those of us in churches of Christ, the Second Great Awakening included the Restoration Movement. The Restoration Movement proclaimed a return to the teachings of the New Testament, rejecting man-made teachings and seeking Christian unity based on apostolic practices, a message that led to many churches of Christ being established in America. While it looked to Jefferson and others as if biblical faith was on the way out, God had something completely different in mind. 

A similar story could be told about American faith in the early 1900s. Atheism was growing and becoming more outspoken, and it was commonly predicted that Christianity would disappear as science and technology kept advancing.23 Then came World War I, the Great Depression, and World War II, and out of those events grew perhaps the most faith-oriented generation our country has ever seen. (The one in which 90% professed Christianity, as mentioned earlier.)

We do not know the future, but we know God has a way of turning circumstances around when people least expect it. Therefore, Christians should not lose hope and assume our culture is a lost cause—God may have something in mind. We have seen him arrange conditions that led to revival in the 1800s and the 1900s. Who knows what God has in mind for the 2000s? And whether a revival of faith happens or not, God promises his church will endure and he will still be with his people, providing guidance and strength. As we engage a challenging culture, may we not forget the power and promises of God.

Second, the gospel is still powerful and continues to change lives.

Christians have always loved Paul’s words in Romans 1:16:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

The gospel is God’s power for salvation! Gospel means “good news,” referring to the message of what God has done in Jesus Christ. Mark 1:1 introduces the entire book of Mark as the “gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The gospel therefore includes Jesus’ life, miracles, teachings, sacrificial death, resurrection, enthronement at the right hand of the Father, establishment of his church as an all-nations people of God, and promise to return for final judgment and eternal rewards. 

As Paul spoke about the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, he reminded the Corinthians that the gospel is how “you are saved” (v. 2), and he reaffirmed what is “of first importance” in the gospel message:

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.—1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

The message of Jesus is powerful. It brings salvation and changes lives everywhere it goes. As Christians today, we are living proof of the gospel’s ongoing impact. We heard the gospel, it convicted our hearts, and we made the commitment to be baptized into Christ, rising to walk in new life for him. Many others continue to do the same, around the world and in America as well. Every culture brings unique challenges, but the gospel is still powerful, and it changes lives wherever it goes. As we engage our challenging culture, may we not forget the power of the gospel.

Third, the gospel has flourished in challenging contexts before.

Although America is not “pre-Christian” like the first-century Roman Empire, it is helpful to remember that the early church faced cultural challenges also,24 and yet the gospel flourished. The Roman Empire was an extremely diverse religious world, with a variety of religions, idols, cults, and philosophies. Sinful sexual lifestyles were commonplace, including homosexuality, prostitution, and a broad acceptance of adultery. The Roman Empire also developed strong undercurrents of disdain toward Christianity, from both Jews and Romans, leading to ostracism and persecution of believers. Those challenges were the cultural background for the book of Acts, and yet as we saw at the beginning of this chapter, the gospel still spread rapidly. The first-century challenges remind us that, in many ways, God’s people have been here before.

Christianity has engaged difficult contexts many times over the past two thousand years, and yet it continues to grow. In fact, despite the global influence of post-Christian countries like America, it is encouraging to know that Christianity continues to multiply worldwide. Recent projections from Pew Research Center predict that while the secularization of America will likely continue over the coming decades, the global number of professing Christians is expected to keep growing, maintaining over 31% of the world’s population between now and 2050 even as the world’s population is projected to grow significantly.25 Another Pew Research projection looked even further out, predicting that professing Christians will rise closer to 32% of world population by 2060, again even with an expected significant increase in world population.26 Those studies also project that people claiming “no religion” will shrink from 16% to 13% of the world’s population. As those projections show, the world is expected to become more religious and more Christian in the next few decades, not less. Sometimes we get tunnel vision in our own culture and forget that the gospel continues to spread around the world. 

Despite the challenges, there is nothing about our culture that makes it impossible for the gospel to change lives and spread successfully here as well. Every culture has challenges and false stories that compete against God’s truth—that reality began with the serpent’s lie in the Garden of Eden, and it will continue until Christ’s return. In that sense, our culture is no different than every other culture that hears the gospel, so Christians must seek to understand our context and adjust. As we engage our challenging culture, may we remember that Christianity has faced many challenging cultures over the past two thousand years, and yet it continues to flourish. It continues to change lives around the world today, and there is no reason it cannot flourish in our own culture as well.

The Way Forward: Thinking Like Missionaries

Yes, our culture has become a challenging one for sharing the gospel, as missionaries returning to America often remind us. But instead of focusing solely on the challenges, may we also see what is possible, based on our trust in the power of God and the gospel. That is a great first step as we prepare to share the gospel with those around us. 

In fact, that is the first step Christian missionaries have been taking for two thousand years. With a deep trust that God will bless their efforts, they commit themselves to share the gospel in a particular cultural context. Then they prepare by studying that culture, seeking to understand how best to evangelize among that group of people. They often ask certain questions: 


		How much does this culture know about Christianity? 

		What do they think about Christianity, and what questions do they have? 

		How direct can we be with people in this culture? 

		What holds people back from becoming Christians in this culture? 

		What cultural characteristics provide open doors for the gospel, and how can we connect with those? 



After studying those questions, missionaries go forward in faith, with a better understanding of how best to share the gospel with that culture and trusting God to provide the increase.

Recognizing that our culture has changed, American Christians must learn to follow their example and think like missionaries for our own context.27 With a deep trust in God and his word, we want to ask: how can we share the gospel more effectively in this increasingly post-Christian culture? That is the overarching question of this book, and every chapter is intended to provide helpful insights and answers. 

It is fair to ask, where do these answers come from? This book brings together key themes from the many evangelism writings of the past few decades, distilling the best concepts and practices into a set of post-Christian evangelism principles. These are principles that Christians have found to be effective for sharing the gospel in our cultural context; and most importantly, they are all firmly rooted in Scripture. (For more on the core question behind this book and how it originated, be sure to read the introduction section.) 

We want to start thinking like missionaries, reexamining how to evangelize effectively in our challenging culture.

Here is an overview of the post-Christian evangelism principles we will explore in this book:


		Evangelism Perspective

		Evangelistic Prayer

		Evangelistic Patience

		Evangelism Personalities

		Evangelistic Motives

		Evangelism Pathways

		Evangelism and Faith Conversations

		Evangelistic Church Cultures

		Evangelistic Bible Studies



By the time we are finished, those concepts will have greater meaning, and we should feel better equipped than ever before to engage our culture with the gospel. 

These first two chapters are intended to address the first item on that list, building a more positive evangelism perspective, which has become more difficult for Christians as our culture has become less receptive. In this chapter, we introduced some of our culture’s faith challenges, but we reminded ourselves to keep a bigger perspective on God and the gospel, helping us move forward in faith that great things are always possible with God. In the next chapter, we will discuss the “evangelism crisis” among Christians in post-Christian culture, and we will reaffirm our own foundational commitment to evangelism. After all, if we want to move forward with a more positive mindset about evangelism, we must make sure we have the right foundations.

Discussion Questions


	
1) What factors made the gospel spread so rapidly in the first century, as recorded in the book of Acts? 


	
2) Have you noticed a decrease of Christian faith in our culture during your lifetime? In what ways have you seen it?


	
3) What makes evangelism difficult in our current American culture?


	
4) What do people mean when they describe a culture as “post-Christian”?


	
5) How is our “post-Christian” culture different from a “pre-Christian” culture?


	
6) Do you agree that God can turn cultures around quickly? Can you give some examples of God turning circumstances around, whether in the Bible or in more recent history? 


	
7) What is the gospel? What makes it so life-changing, no matter the culture?


	
8) Do you think every culture has challenges for evangelism? What challenges in the first-century Roman Empire made evangelism difficult for the early church? 


	
9) How do foreign missionaries prepare to travel to a new culture and share the gospel? What can we learn from their thought process about how to engage our own changing culture? 


	
10)  Do you think Christians struggle to be hopeful about sharing the gospel in our culture? What thoughts from this chapter help change our mindset in a more positive direction?




Personal Reflection


	
1) Have I allowed the secularism push in our culture to affect me? Am I tempted to hide my Christian faith instead of sharing it? Why?


	
2) Have I allowed myself to think that the gospel cannot or will not spread in our culture? If so, what can I remember from this chapter to help turn my thinking around?


	
3) How did I become a Christian? What helped me listen to God instead of listening to our culture? How can I help others grow toward that same conviction?
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