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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download for FREE:
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Lost the Darkness

[image: C:\Users\wanitajump\Documents\CoK Series\CoKBanner.png]

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 

Book IV - Royal Tea 

Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate

Book X – Strength & Power

Book XI – Last One Standing

Book XII – Rae of Light
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Living in the Past
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Present for Today

[image: C:\Users\Wanita\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Present For Today  Facebook Cover Art.jpg]

Staring at the Future
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://www.wjmaybooks.com/subscribe
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THE FINAL COUNTDOWN has begun...

When Aria and her friends find Dorian’s stronghold, they think they’ve finally caught up with him. But as usual, the man is always five steps ahead. Alone in Scotland, they plan their next move only to discover that the other side has gathered more people than they’d planned.

A relationship is tested and Jason’s secret comes to light. Powers are stretched to the very limit, but a surprise visitor shifts the balance of the game.

The board is set and the players are ready. The supernatural community is hanging in the balance.

When the dust finally settles, who will be left standing at the end?
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“I have a non-fat vanilla latte, extra whip!”

It was too late for caffeine, but the streets of London didn’t discriminate. The coffeeshop was packed to the brim, and when the voice of a frazzled barista rang out above the din—cushioned by the soft strains of soothing yet forgettable jazz—the line inched forward towards the counter.

The city was caught in one of those early winter thunderstorms. The kind that flickered the lights and fogged up the windows, turning each of the shops lining the street into a sanctuary for the scores of water-logged pedestrians darting between boxes of glowing, opaque glass.

There was already talk of Christmas. The drinks were sprinkled in cinnamon.

“I’ve always loved thunder and lightning.”

The woman took out her earbuds, raising her eyes as the elderly gentleman in front of her turned around in the line. He was waiting with a smile, already anticipating her response.

“...I’m sorry?”

She hadn’t actually been listening to music. In truth, she wore the tiny speakers to drown out the surrounding noise. But it was important to keep up appearances.

“The storm.” He gestured excitedly to the window, and with uncanny timing an electric flash illuminated the room, lighting the backs of their eyes like wild cats. “My wife used to sleep right through it, but I could sit by the window for hours—just watching it.”

The barista screeched again, and the line moved forward.

“You’re in luck,” the woman said with a faint smile, raising the buds once more, “I think we’re in for a rough winter—”

“Oh, I don’t know about that,” he continued obliviously. “These last few years have been a bit warmer than I remember, almost the way it felt when I was a child. There was this one time in particular, I couldn’t have been more than ten or eleven years old, when my parents—”

He prattled on cheerfully as her gaze drifted up the line.

Just five people between her and the counter. A good distance, she’d worried about making it six. The man standing in front of the cash register was just placing the order for his drink. He, too, had been wearing earbuds, but they dangled freely down the collar of his jacket.

“—twenty years later, we’re still singing the same tune. You always think these things will change, but time has a way of sneaking up on you—”

The door pushed open behind her, triggering a series of small events.

A gust of cold air flooded inside, making the girl two places back tighten the belt on her coat. She nudged the man in front of her, who then knocked into the woman with the earbuds, spilling an odd metallic triangle from the folds of her shirt.

“Oh...what an interesting necklace.” The man’s knees wobbled as he took a step closer, eyes dancing with the tiny blinking lights. “I’ve never seen anything like it.”

The man at the counter turned ever so slightly. The woman lifted her gaze.

CRASH!

There was a violent wrenching sound as the man reached over the barrier and pulled the cash register straight out of the countertop, hurling it without looking into the crowd. It cratered into a mother standing behind him and sent her flying backwards, toppling the line like dominoes as he took off running in the opposite direction to the back entrance on the far side of the store.

“Shit!”

The woman with the earbuds cursed and tried to extract herself, losing time as she helped to steady the old man before tearing after him towards the door. Without looking, one hand typed a quick message into her phone. The other was busy shoving people out of the way as she tried to remember the map her partner had shown her before she’d come inside.

There’s an alley for delivery trucks that runs behind the store. One side empties out into traffic, while the other dead-ends in a pocket of trees. If I can catch him before he—

She kicked open the door without looking, the beginnings of a golden spiderweb already leaking from her hands. She had time only to lift her eyes, to realize her mistake.

Then a gun fired pointblank into her head.

The stormy night dissolved into a new kind of chaos. A man was screaming in the car across the street, glancing only once at the watery figure disappearing into the distance before racing to his partner’s side. The coffeeshop emptied to the sound of distant sirens. The old man shuddered at a rumble of thunder, then stepped back under the eaves.

And somewhere far across the countryside a worried headmaster was hunched over his desk, staring at the phone. After a few seconds of static, he bowed his head with a sigh.

*   *   *
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“BREANN LASSITER IS dead.”

Thirteen people glanced up in unison as Rae Kerrigan slipped a phone into the pocket of her coat. They were standing on the deck of the ferry, just barely within sight of land. Clouds of thick fog rolled across the floor like phantom waves, but for a split second not one of them moved.

“Breann,” Julian repeated, glancing reflexively at Molly. She was standing frozen just like the rest of them, her lips parted in surprise. “Wasn’t she—”

“She was at a coffeeshop in London,” Rae interrupted softly, “trying to make contact with a shifter who graduated a few years back. He shot her in the delivery alley behind the store.”

Aria blinked in astonishment.

The war had already started. They just weren’t sure who was on the other side.

“I don’t understand,” Lily interjected tentatively, glancing between the adults. “Is Dorian still actively recruiting people? Even after what happened at the...the morgue?” She stumbled a bit over the word; they’d been saying it too much lately. “And they’re just roaming the streets of London, carrying on with their lives—”

“I doubt he’s actively recruiting,” Devon interrupted, slipping an arm around her trembling shoulders. “Your Uncle Gabriel broke the man into pieces, but he’s got to be holed up somewhere. But there’s no way of knowing how many people he got to before that happened.”

He shared a quick look with Rae, one the children weren’t meant to understand.

There’s no way of knowing what we might be walking in to.

Julian hadn’t been able to narrow down where in Scotland Dorian might be. Wherever the man was, he was clearly still wearing an inhibitor. But Beth seemed to know. The second they’d told her the relation to Jennifer Jones, she’d whipped out a piece of paper and written an address.

They were on their way now.

There wouldn’t be a trial. There wouldn’t even be an arrest. A line had been crossed, and the agents of the Privy Council had been given broad discretionary powers as to what happened next.

That made things very simple. They were going to take the man’s life.

“I’m sorry about Breann,” Rae murmured, detaching from the rest of them and drifting to Molly’s side. “Lucas is with her parents now. They’ve come to claim the body.”

Molly nodded curtly, but her gaze was remote—fixed on the distant waves.

“And nobody...nobody caught the shifter?” Benji asked even more tentatively, giving his mother’s hand a squeeze. “He just ran off? Surely they can track him with the street cam—”

“Carter will take care of it,” Luke silenced him, following his wife’s gaze. “I want you to keep your focus right here where it belongs. There’s a reason we’re heading to Scotland.”

Gabriel folded his arms, staring into the mist. “We’re ending this. Tonight.”

*   *   *
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NOT ANOTHER WORD WAS spoken on the ferry. The late-night passengers stood in perfect silence until they reached the adjoining dock. Once there, they got into their separate cars and drove until they were just out of sight of the station. Then, one by one, they rolled to a stop.

“What’s going on?” James asked, breath clouding in the backseat. “Why are we stopping?”

Rae reached around without looking and squeezed his leg. “The ferry actually lands us a lot closer to Jennifer’s house than to my mother’s. We need to figure out the best approach—maybe switch up the cars a little.”

By some strange habit, the friends had splintered off without thinking about it—sliding into the backseats of their parents’ cars instead of riding with each other. The only exception was Sofia riding with the Fodders, staring out the window with wide eyes and holding tight to Benji’s hand.

Aria and James nodded quickly then watched as their parents climbed out of the car, speaking in soft voices as the rest of them gathered in a huddle on the side of the road. The headlights shone through their knees, stretching long-legged shadows across the ground.

“The ferry lands us closer to Dorian’s house,” James said quietly, eyes flickering to Gabriel and Angel standing on the periphery of the group. “She said Jennifer’s.”

Aria sighed, reaching without thinking to squeeze his hand. “I’m not sure they see a difference.”

They had left London in a hurry—without taking a single thing with them except the clothes on their backs. Without having any idea how long Dorian might linger in a certain place it was imperative to get there as quickly as possible, but it hadn’t left a bit of time to catch their breaths.

...until now.

They’re actually going to do this. They’re actually about to kill him.

It seemed a strange place for it. How many times had Aria come here as a child? She’d spent the better part of her adolescence racing through the salted heather, and now she was on a road she’d never seen—watching as her parents made plans to murder her ex-history teacher.

It helped to focus on the location. The rest was paralyzing.

“Do you think he’s scared of them?” James asked in a whisper. “Dorian, I mean.” His eyes flashed to his sister in the dark. “I’ve thought about it so often... Sometimes, I can’t stop thinking about it. But no matter how many times I try, I can’t picture him being afraid.”

Aria stifled a shudder, having thought the same thing herself.

There had always been something so terribly certain about their old mentor. Even when the bullets were flying, even when the sky was falling around them, he’d always kept a level head. In the beginning, she’d taken comfort in that steadiness. It wasn’t until later, once she was in too deep to get back, that it began to twinge with a sense of hopelessness. As if he’d always be three steps ahead.

“He was afraid of Gabriel,” she answered suddenly, remembering the look in his eyes when her uncle had stepped into the room. She turned to James. “And Gabriel beat him.”

He stared at her in silence, those huge eyes taking up an absurd proportion of his face. Then he nodded abruptly and turned back to the window—fogging the glass with each shallow breath.

She glanced at the seat between them, realizing they were still holding hands.

Of all the mistakes and lies that had piled up around them, of all the terrible things she’d come to regret—almost none were so bitter as the involvement of her little brother.

He was an innocent. She’d never felt that so keenly, never seen it so clearly, as she did in that moment—pale fingers tangled with hers, staring into the night with the frightened eyes of a child.

“Hey...this is going to be okay. You know that, right?”

Their eyes met again and he nodded quickly.

“Yeah. Sure.”

There was a rap on the window, and both of them jumped.

“Slide down,” Devon said quietly, pulling open the door. “You kids are all going to be riding together until we get to Staffin. We can finalize things then.”

Instead of doing as he asked, Aria leapt from the car—standing nervously by his side as the rest of her friends shuffled quickly across the road, piling into the backseat.

“We’re going to Staffin?” she whispered to her father as they slipped inside.

If they’d been driven instead to the farmhouse, she wouldn’t have contested it. She had officially relinquished all ego and pride. Twice, she’d let the man escape. Once at Gremlins, and again at the morgue. And all that was after getting sucked into his web in the first place. If they no longer trusted her to be present at the moment of his arrest, then she wouldn’t—

“Of course you’re coming,” Rae answered briskly, conjuring a trench coat and folding it over her arms. “Why in the world wouldn’t you?”

...lots of reasons?

“I don’t know. I just thought—”

“Get in the car, Arie.”

*   *   *
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THE FRIENDS MIGHT HAVE thought their parents were being indulgent in allowing them to come along, but in hindsight that was a rather generous term. They parked twelve blocks away from the house in question. This in a town where you could easily see from one side to the next. A few hours earlier, they might have handled this more gracefully. But their confidence had risen with the sun.

“This is ridiculous,” Benji muttered, watching through the tinted glass as the adults gathered their weapons and prepared to depart. “Are you at least going to crack a window for us?”

His mother flashed a sweet smile, while his father raised a particular finger.

Rae simply made the car invisible.

“There,” she said with satisfaction, dusting off her hands. “We should do that more often.”

The friends turned to each other in dismay before pressing themselves once more to the window. Even their shadow had vanished, as if they’d been erased from the earth itself.

“...this takes dismissive parenting to a whole different level.”

Devon heard his daughter’s complaint and walked back to the sound of her voice, knocking the backs of his knuckles against the glass. “I’m only going to say it once—don’t hurt my car.”

Aria threw up her hands, frustrated that he couldn’t see. “Hurt your car? Why would I—”

Angel froze the locks.

Damnit to hell!

Like a pair of caged animals Aria and Benji threw themselves against the doors, stopping only when Gabriel turned on his heel and doubled back.

“It shouldn’t matter, because you’re going to stay in the car...right?”

Even though they’d been magically cloaked, those green eyes seemed to pierce through. And even though he spoke softly, the words carried to every corner of the car. The friends cringed in unison. Aria gave the handle a final shake before slumping down with a defeated sigh.

“Right,” they chorused back.

Without another word their parents turned around and walked off in the opposite direction, breaking into a loose formation without being fully aware of it themselves. Each of them was armed to the point of absurdity, but not a single one had any intention of drawing their weapons.

This fight was too personal. They were going to rip the man apart with their bare hands.

...and we’ll guard the car.

Over the last few hours, Aria had quickly adapted her newfound subservience to allow for occasional acts of heroism. If they were being allowed within the city limits, it stood to argue that they might be allowed to besiege the house as well? They happened to have quite a few reasons to see the man dead themselves, and most of them were sporting some serious fire-power. It seemed a crime that they should be locked away, unable to act even as a mere lookout.

The rage burned hot and true. The accusations would be soon to follow. And either by chance or cruel intention, every person in the car knew exactly who to blame.

Son of a ballerina!

“Jason!” Aria smacked him in the chest. “What the heck was that?!”

He looked up in shock. “What are you—”

“Freezing the locks?” She rattled the handle for effect before smacking him again. “Why didn’t you do something about that?”

Lily shook her head disapprovingly, while James kicked his seat for good measure.

“How was I supposed to know she was going to do that?” he cried indignantly. “Lily is her daughter and happens to be psychic—yet you’re slapping me?”

“You want us to slap Lily?”

The car went silent.

“Of course, I don’t...that’s not what I...” He threw up his hands in frustration. “Can we just focus on the bigger picture here? Our parents are about to drag Dorian out in chains, and we’re locked in the car like misbehaving puppies! We should be there! I don’t care how angry they are—this is still our fight. We should at least be allowed to see how it ends.”
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