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Chapter 1 - Introduction
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We live in a world where faith in God is increasingly challenged. In many societies, secularism, scepticism, and moral relativism dominate, making it difficult for believers to uphold their faith without opposition. The values of the world mostly contradict the principles of God’s Word, leaving many Christians feeling isolated, pressured, or even ridiculed for their beliefs. Yet, despite these challenges, God calls His people to remain steadfast, to shine as lights in the darkness, and to walk by faith, not by sight.

It is in these moments when Christians must be,”Living Faithfully Among the Faithless” and we must be seen to be “Living by Faith in a World of Doubt and Darkness.”

Living Faithfully Among the Faithless is a call to unwavering commitment in an ever-changing world. It is a guide for believers who seek to maintain their faith in environments where God is disregarded, and biblical values are dismissed. This book explores what it means to live a Christ-centered life in a culture that mostly opposes it, offering biblical wisdom, practical encouragement, and real-life examples of those who have stood firm in their faith despite adversity.

Throughout history, God’s people have faced opposition. From Noah, who remained righteous in a corrupt world, to Daniel, who stood firm in Babylon, to the early Christians who endured persecution, the Bible is filled with examples of faithful men and women who refused to compromise. Their stories remind us that living faithfully is not easy, but it is possible—with God’s strength.

In this book, we will explore the challenges of being a faithful Christian in an unbelieving world. We will discuss how to stand firm in biblical truth, maintain integrity under pressure, and trust in God’s promises even when circumstances seem discouraging. Most importantly, we will be reminded that faithfulness is not about being perfect immediately, but about daily surrender to God and a commitment to follow Him regardless of the cost.

As we embark on this journey together, let us take heart in Jesus' words.


"These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." (John 16:33).



May this book inspire and equip you to live faithfully among the faithless, not by your own strength, but by the power of God who sustains those who trust in Him.
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Chapter 2 -  The Challenge of Living by Faith
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In today’s world, living by faith can feel like an uphill battle. Society often promotes self-reliance, scepticism, and a belief system based on what is seen and proven rather than what is unseen and hoped for. The Christian life, however, calls believers to walk by faith, trusting in God’s promises even when they seem distant or difficult to understand.

This chapter explores what it truly means to live by faith in a world that increasingly rejects God, challenges absolute truth, and discourages belief in the supernatural. It lays the foundation for understanding faith as an essential element of the Christian life and highlights the obstacles believers face when striving to live faithfully among the faithless.

Before we can address the challenges of faith, we must define exactly what faith is. The Bible provides a clear definition.


“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1).



Faith is not merely wishful thinking or blind optimism. It is a confident trust in God’s character and His promises. It means believing that what God has said is true, even when we cannot see it or fully comprehend it. Faith is foundational to the Christian walk and is essential for pleasing God.


“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6).



Despite its importance, faith is constantly under attack in today’s world.

Modern culture promotes doubt over faith, reason over revelation, and scepticism over trust in God. Many argue that faith is outdated, unnecessary, or even foolish. Science, philosophy, and secular ideologies often challenge the belief in a Creator and the moral absolutes found in Scripture.

In addition to external pressures, internal struggles such as doubt, fear, and spiritual dryness can weaken one’s faith. Many believers wrestle with the question. How can I trust God when I see so much evil, suffering, and uncertainty in the world?

Another challenge is the modern emphasis on self-sufficiency and material success. Society teaches that happiness comes from wealth, status, and personal achievement, rather than trusting in God’s provision. Jesus warned against this mindset.


“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal.

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.” (Matthew 6:19-20).



Faith requires dependence on God rather than on human effort. However, this is difficult in a world that values control and self-reliance.

Throughout history, faithful believers have faced persecution for their trust in God. The Bible is filled with examples of those who stood firm despite opposition—Daniel in the lion’s den, the early Christians in Rome, and countless others who suffered for their convictions.

Today, Christians in many parts of the world experience persecution, discrimination, or ridicule for their faith. Even in societies where religious freedom exists, believers often face social rejection or pressure to conform to secular values. Jesus warned His followers of this reality.


“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.” (John 15:18).



Living by faith means standing firm in the face of such opposition, trusting that God will sustain and reward those who remain faithful.

Despite these challenges, faith remains essential. It is through being faithful that we please God.


But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. .” (Hebrews 11:6).



We must not be fearful because God will strengthen us.


“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” (Isaiah 41:10).



We are saved by faith and will receive salvation.


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8).



Our faith is why we will experience peace in trials.


“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7).



Having faith is why we also have hope beyond this life.


“For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?” (Romans 8:24).



Faith is not simply an abstract concept; it is a daily choice to trust in God’s goodness, sovereignty, and promises, even when circumstances seem uncertain.

The road of faith is not always easy, but it is always worth it. God has not left us to struggle alone—He has given us His Word, His Spirit, and the support of fellow believers. We can take comfort in the words of Jesus.


“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33).



As we move forward in this book, we will explore how to strengthen our faith, live courageously in a dark world, and trust in God’s faithfulness, no matter the challenges we face.

Final Encouragement: "Lord, in a world full of doubt and darkness, help me to stand firm in my faith. Strengthen my trust in You, remind me of Your promises, and give me courage to live faithfully no matter the challenges I face. Amen."

​
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Chapter 3 -  A World Drifting From God



[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


Throughout history, humanity has often grappled with its relationship with God, experiencing periods of faithfulness and spiritual decline. Today, however, we are witnessing an alarming shift—a global drift away from God and biblical principles. This departure is evident in society’s increasing secularism, moral relativism, and rejection of divine authority. While technology and modernity have brought immense advancements, they have also contributed to a culture that prioritises self over God, pleasure over righteousness, and human wisdom over divine truth.

Throughout history, cultures have turned away from God, but Scripture warns that in the last days, this trend will intensify.


“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” (1 Timothy 4:1).



One of the most visible signs of the world’s departure from God is the rise of secularism. In many nations, faith is no longer central to society but is instead treated as a private matter or even an outdated tradition. Churches that were once filled with worshippers are now closing their doors due to declining attendance. Prayer and biblical values, once foundational in public spaces, are being removed from schools, government institutions, and workplaces.

Jesus warned that in the last days, deception would increase.


“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” (Matthew 24:24).



Secular ideologies promote the belief that morality, truth, and purpose can be determined without God. Instead of seeking divine wisdom, people turn to human philosophy, science, and political ideologies as their ultimate sources of guidance. While these fields offer valuable insights, they cannot replace the spiritual nourishment that only God can provide. The increasing secularisation of education, media, and entertainment has led to a culture where faith is either ignored or outright ridiculed.

At its core, the drifting away from God often comes down to a love of sin. Jesus said.


“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” (John 3:19).



A major consequence of secularism is moral relativism—the belief that truth and morality are subjective and based on personal feelings rather than divine authority. In previous generations, societies upheld biblical values as the moral compass for law and behavior. Today, many reject the idea of absolute right and wrong, embracing instead the notion that morality is fluid and should be shaped by cultural trends and individual preferences.

As faith diminishes, so does morality. Paul described what happens when people reject God.


“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” (Romans 1:21).



This shift has led to the normalisation of behaviours that the Bible warns against—greed, sexual immorality, dishonesty, and disregard for the sanctity of life. Many people no longer view sin as a rebellion against God but as an expression of personal freedom. As a result, what was once considered sinful is now celebrated, and those who uphold biblical values are often labelled as intolerant or outdated.

The consequences of moral relativism are evident in the breakdown of the family, increasing violence, and widespread confusion about identity and purpose. Without a firm foundation in God’s truth, societies become unstable, driven by fleeting emotions rather than enduring principles.

The result is widespread immorality, corruption, and a loss of godly values. Today, we see increasing lawlessness, broken families, and a culture that glorifies sin while ridiculing righteousness. This moral decline is not new—history shows that when civilisations abandon God, they eventually collapse.

Modern culture increasingly encourages self-centeredness rather than God-centeredness. Social media, advertising, and entertainment often promote messages that emphasise personal success, wealth, and pleasure above spiritual devotion. People are told to "follow their hearts" rather than seek God's will. The biblical call to humility, self-sacrifice, and obedience to God is drowned out by a culture that exalts individual desires.

Many churches have also been influenced by this shift, replacing gospel-centered preaching with messages of self-improvement and prosperity. Instead of focusing on repentance, holiness, and surrender to God, some ministries cater to people's desire for comfort and worldly success. While God's blessings are real, the Christian faith is not about self-fulfillment but about knowing, loving, and obeying Him.

Another clear indication that the world is drifting away from God is the rejection of divine authority. The Bible is increasingly viewed as an outdated book, irrelevant to modern life. Many people, including some who claim to be Christians, pick and choose which parts of Scripture they accept, reshaping God’s commands to fit their preferences.

This rejection is evident in the legal systems, where laws that once reflected biblical morality are now overturned or rewritten to align with secular values. Many governments have removed Christian symbols, limited religious freedoms, and promoted ideologies that contradict God's design. The push to erase God's presence from public life is not just a cultural shift but a spiritual battle against His authority.

Despite the world's drift away from God, there is still hope. Throughout history, whenever people have turned away from Him, He has always called them back through repentance and revival. The Bible repeatedly warns about the dangers of forsaking God but also promises restoration for those who seek Him.

As believers, we must remain steadfast in our faith, even in the face of opposition. We are called to be a light in the darkness, to share the gospel with love and courage, and to live lives that reflect Christ. Prayer, Bible study, and genuine devotion to God must remain central in our lives if we are to withstand the pressures of a secular world.

The solution to the world’s spiritual decline is not found in politics, philosophy, or human efforts but in a return to God. As 2 Chronicles 7:14 reminds us:


If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14).



Now, more than ever, we must stand firm in faith, proclaim God’s truth, and pray for a revival that will bring hearts back to Him.
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