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Foreword




The importance of the sentence: “History just
isn’t history until someone writes it down”, certainly takes on its
significance when looking back over time doing genealogical
research. Oral history can be handed down from generation to
generation, but then finds its end when the young migrate around
the globe and forget what they may have heard in their youth from
family elders. With no one around to reinforce the stories, history
becomes legend and legend becomes myth.

 


So, it is fitting that we should begin with
legend. According to family legend, the ancient ancestors of the
Whiteheads were known by the name of Lewis. It is said that King
Harold changed the Lewis name to Whitehead at the Battle of
Hastings in the year 1066 just before his death in the battle. Why
this change was made is unknown. Without any kind of valid
documentation to substantiate this seemingly significant
occurrence, we might as well move this legend into the family myth
realm. Yet, it should be mentioned in the event that someone should
find evidence of the name change in the future, and the meaning
behind the occurrence.

It is said that the Lewis’s came from Saxony,
which is in the heart of the German states near the Rhine River.
They were considered relatives of the Hengist and Horsa. The same
were the leading clans of the early invaders of Brittan in the year
499 A.D.

 


The Lewis’s became a pastoral people,
settling on the Island of Thanet, near the mouth of the Thames
River. Thanet Island has now formed the northeastern corner of the
County of Kent, in England, having become connected with the main
island nation around the year 1500. Thanet Island was also called
“Ruim” by the British, and it is considered by many as the ancient
ancestral home of the Whiteheads. The Whiteheads are also known to
have settled along the coast north of Thanet Island in the area
known as Lothian in present day Scotland.

 



This book is dedicated
to:

 


George Edward
Whitehead.

 


An American patriot, he was a United States
Army Veteran of World War I. A recipient of the French Cross of
Gallantry, two Purple Hearts and a member of the decorated "Red
Arrow Division" of the State of Michigan.
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Chapter 1

 Whitehead's in Ancient Scotland

 


When looking at our family beginnings in
ancient history we must recognize that information from the Middle
Ages is scarce, and questionable. Therefore, to proceed with our
family history we should first try to understand the culture, as it
was over 700 years ago with what information is currently at hand.
We need to review a long ago period in Scotland, where our ancient
Whitehead ancestors once lived, and review the Scottish struggle
that they directly or indirectly took part in by simply living in
that lowland Scottish area.

 


The Romans controlled parts of Scotland
during the years 80 to 367 AD. There were frequent and very bloody
attacks by Picts on the Roman legions in Scotland during this time.
This caused the Roman Empire to give up its toehold in Southern
Scotland and retreat behind the famous Hadrian's Wall. This is the
wall that Romans built to separate themselves from the Picts that
lived in the area we now call Scotland. Portions of this wall still
exist and it is de-Pict-ed on modern day maps.

 


After AD 367 it was the Scots of Alba, the
Angles of Lothian, the Britons of Strathclyde, the Vikings, and the
Normans from France, who migrated into the lands to form Scotland.
As the Scottish kingdom developed there was a particular problem
with its neighbor, England. English monarchs after the Norman
Conquest in 1066 were reluctant to accept Scottish independence
and, at times, they forced the Scottish Kings to recognize
England’s superiority. The Scots were reluctant to do so, and this
became an issue between the two countries. The exact line of the
Scottish-English border was another problem, which they eventually
solved in 1237.

 


In November 1292, after leading an army into
the Scottish realm, King Edward I of England proclaimed John de
Baliol to be King of Scotland. However, some of the Scottish nobles
didn’t accept this from the invader. Rather they recognized King
Edward I as the military overlord, and King John de Baliol as his
puppet.

 


Most Scottish nobles and the overwhelming
majority of the Scottish people bitterly resented English
interference in their national affairs, and still do to this day.
Agreeing to popular demand for termination of English control, King
John de Baliol in 1295, mustered his courage and formed an alliance
with France. France was then at war with England and this was a
good time for King John to summon the Scottish people to revolt.
Unfortunately, the first phase of the Scottish War for Independence
ended victoriously for King Edward I of England. He crushed King
John’s army at Dunbar in April of 1296. King John de Baliol was
deposed for his uprising, and Scotland was placed under English
military occupation.

 


The Scottish struggle against England resumed
in 1297, under the leadership of Sir William Wallace. With soldiers
recruited from all sections of Scotland, Sir William destroyed an
English army at Stirling in September of 1297, and acting as a
military commander representing the deposed King John, reinstituted
Scottish rule over the land. In 1298 King Edward I of England led a
huge army into Scotland, and in July won a decisive victory at
Falkirk. After this setback Sir William waged constant guerrilla
warfare against the English. It was during this time, in the late
middle ages, that the first mention of a distant family member
named “Whitehead” was made in Scottish history.

 


Possible Ancient Relations 1300 A.D.
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It was in the year 1300 that a juror on an
inquisition is recorded as being named Adam Whytehevde de Horton.
He was mentioned in history as appearing with part of the jury
before the Sheriff of Berwick in East Lothian, Scotland. This is
located in the Scottish lowlands. Nothing is known as to what the
trial was about that Adam was a juror on. It is likely that the
Berwick area might still have been under Scottish control and the
trial may have been in regards to treason by Scottish citizens.

 


Four years later King Edward I of England
branded the Scottish patriot Sir William Wallace as an outlaw,
following another large-scale English invasion from the Scots. In
the following year of 1305, an informant to the English betrayed
Sir Wallace, and he was caught, convicted of treason, and
hanged.

 


After Sir Wallace’s death, Robert the Bruce,
a descendant of David I, assumed the leadership of the Scottish
resistance movement. Although Bruce had opposed Wallace during his
guerrilla quest, most of the Scottish nobility and Scottish clergy
still rallied to his support. Bruce was crowned King Robert I of
Scotland, in March 1306. During the first year of his reign Robert
the 1st suffered several setbacks in military victories by the
hands of the English. Then, in 1307, on the accession to the
English throne of Edward II, Bruce began his own systematic
guerrilla campaign against the pro-English allies of the Scottish
nobility, and against English garrisons stationed in Scotland.

 


Between 1307 and 1314 King Robert won many
battles against the English and his Scottish pro-England enemies.
On a number of occasions, King Robert even invaded northern parts
of England. King Edward II finally led a punitive English attack
into Scotland in the spring of 1314. Meeting this invasion at
Bannockburn on June 24, the Scottish army inflicted on King
Edwards’ army one of the most disastrous defeats in the military
history of England.

 


Yet, King Edward II still bitterly refused to
grant independence to Scotland, and the war between the two nations
continued for more than 10 years. During this period the common
people of Scotland secured their representation, for the first
time, in the Scottish Parliament in 1326.

 


Scotland’s most treasured document, the
Declaration of Arbroath or the Scottish Declaration of
Independence, was drawn up in 1320 AD. In it, King Robert the Bruce
(1306-1329) and his Scottish nobles solemnly appealed to Pope John
XXII to persuade the King of England, Edward II, to allow the Scots
to live in peace. The declaration states that the Scots “journeyed
from Greater Scythia, present day southern Russia, by way of the
Pillars of Hercules [i.e. Gibraltar], and dwelt for a time in Spain
before coming to Scotland.” The declaration reminds the Pope how
the ancient Scots “received Christianity directly by way of the
Apostle Peters brother Andrew”. The tribe of Dan had received the
original teachings of the Christian Church directly from an
apostle, and this is why the representation of the Celtic Cross is
held in such high esteem by the Scottish. The cross represents
Celtic Christianity as coming directly from the original church,
and indicates that the wearer celebrates life and the
interconnection of all things as taught in the early church.

 


For more than 200 years after Robert the 1st
death in 1329, Scotland was the scene of continuous arguments among
the nobility. The feudal anarchy was especially strong because of
the prevalence of the Clan System in the Scottish Highlands, and
various other areas of Scotland. In these regions, where deep
loyalty existed among the clan members and their chiefs, the chiefs
became very powerful and resented the Scottish royal authority that
existed out beyond their clan’s domain.
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Under the first two kings of the Stuart
dynasty, Robert II, who reigned from 1371 to 1390 and Robert III
who reigned from 1390 to1406, Scotland was further devastated by
constant war with England. Scottish royal authority during this
time became weak. The next Scottish King, James I, who reigned from
1406 to 1437 made a serious attempt to restore order to the inner
conflicts throughout the Scottish homeland.

 


The Second Possible Relation

1423 A.D.

 


It was during the reign of King James in the
year 1423 that another member of the Whitehead family appears in
history. Although, the spelling of the name during this point in
time is still a variation of the modern day use. History records
that Henry Quhitehede was titled as the Burgess of Edinburgh,
Scotland. Edinburgh is located in Mid-Lothian in the Scottish low
lands. Other than that fact it is unclear what issues he
represented in the Scottish Parliament while holding the title of
Burgess.

During this same time period King James the
1st of Scotland imposed various restrictions on the nobility and
secured parliamentary approval for many legislative reforms.
However, the Clan Chiefs around Scotland didn’t cooperate with
these reforms, which made the legislation useless. King James the
1st reign ended in 1437 when he was murdered.

 


The Third Possible Relation

1485 A.D.

 


From 1437 until 1578 Scotland was ruled by
successive regents, all staunchly Protestant and pro-English. It
was during this period, in the year 1485, that a distant family
member by the name of Andrew Quhytheld was recorded in history to
be the Vicar of Lownane. In view of this time period it is my
opinion that Andrew was an ecclesiastical agent for the Church of
England. As an Episcopal Priest he may have had charge of the
parish in Lownane.

 


The Fourth Possible Relation

1523 A.D.

 


It seems that being in the religious
profession occurred several times in recorded history of our
distant Whitehead family. In the year 1523 to 1524 another Andrew
Quhithede or Quhittat was known to be the Rector of Aldcathy. No
doubt he was the pastor of the parish serving the neighboring
countryside as well as that village.

 


There have been Christians in Britain since
200 A.D. and probably earlier. Christianity became the dominant
religion through the combining of Celtic Christianity with the
missionaries sent from Rome by Saint Augustine in 597. Through war,
peace, famine and prosperity, the Church was critical in the
development of society in the British islands.

 


In the 1530s, King Henry VIII wished to
obtain a divorce from Queen Catherine of Aragon for not producing a
male heir. The Pope would not grant it. After a long campaign to
reverse this decision, the King ran out of patience and proclaimed
himself Supreme Head of the Church of England and the Church began
its separate existence from Rome.

 


During this Reformation the first official
liturgical text in English appeared in 1544 and the first complete
Book of Common Prayer, in 1549. The book went through several
revisions until 1662, since then its wording has remained nearly
unchanged.

The First Whitehead Mentioned in Scottish
History 1585 A.D.

 


Some 60 years later, in 1585, in the area of
West Lothian, Scotland, a large Whitehead family is known to have
“flourished” in and around the village of Park. This is the first
recorded use of the current spelling of the Whitehead surname that
family members have continued using for over 400 years. The village
of Park is located about 2 miles, 3 kilometers, due east of
Linlithgow on the river, or burn, as it’s called in Scotland.

Also recorded in the year 1585 the Deputy
Sheriff of Linlithgow was a man named Philip Whitehead.

 


As the appointed Deputy Sheriff of this
Scottish town Philip Whitehead was a representative in the Scottish
Parliament. Since Philip Whitehead sat on the Scottish Parliament,
and the family was known to be rather large in a nearby village, it
may be that this was the period of time the family Coat of Arms
came into being.

 


By the year 1586, it is known that, King
James the 6th had control of the Scottish government and had agreed
to a military alliance with Queen Elizabeth of England. To
accomplish this alliance James was forced to prove his sincerity.
King James the 6th refused to intercede on behalf of his mother,
Mary Queen of Scots, and she was beheaded in England in 1587. This
was a sacrifice King James VI made to appease the English, and help
end the bloodshed between the two countries.

 


Modern Confirmation of Scottish Origins.

The Scottish origins of the Whitehead family
are also confirmed in the 1871 Census of Ontario, Canada. David
Whitehead, this writer’s Great-Great-Grandfather, a farmer by
record, indicated to the census taker that his family origin was
indeed “Scottish”.

 


Whitehead Tartan

 


With the Scottish origin in mind, on November
17, 2000, this author sent an e-mail letter to Hazel Duncan who is
the Customer Services Manager at a company called Scotch-Corner
(www.scotchcorner.com) located in the United Kingdom. This company
deals with producing and providing tartan cloth for specific
Scottish Clans. In the letter I mentioned that the Whitehead family
came from Scotland, and I asked if she had any reference “material”
from them. Her reply came the following morning: “I’m afraid that
while I show Whitehead as an ancient Scottish name from the Berwick
region (i.e. East Lothian) I can find no clana or tartan
associations to the name.”

 


The reason for this may be that the Whitehead
family lived in locations before tartans came into common use. It
is reasonable to assume that any tight knit community would wear
the cloth produced by the local weaver. The quantities would limit
the variety of patterns that the weaver would produce, and tartans
began to identify the villages that people lived in.
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Evidence of the existence of tartans dates
back to the third century AD, where Archeologists have found a
small sample of woolen check cloth used as a stopper in an
earthenware pot to protect a treasure trove of silver coins. This
was buried close to the Roman Antonine Wall near Falkirk. Perhaps
this was done during a battle between the Romans and Picts with the
cloth being from a Pictish warrior’s tartan, and the warrior buried
coins which he obtained from an unfortunate Roman soldier.

 


Records establish that in Scotland increases
in tartan wear was noted in the year 1440 as local craftsmen took
up the art with increasing populations in the villages. These
patterns from the local weavers have come to be known as District
Tartans.
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When families lived in or moved to particular
regions they purchased or bartered for cloth identified with the
tartan of either the Clan of the area, or the district in which
they lived. The Whitehead family appears to have lived in Lothian
which is in the low lands. Apparently, they were not “highlanders”.
There is evidence that the family lived In East Lothian around the
Dunbar Castle region, and in West Lothian in the Linlithgow Palace
region. Perhaps, the Whiteheads in East Lothian wore the Dunbar
District tartan, and likewise the Whiteheads in West Lothian wore
the tartan of the Stewarts in whose region they lived.

 


The Highlanders, living some 50 miles
northwest of the Dunbar Castle, before 1746 would often have worn
the feileadh mor, Gaelic for a large piece of woolen tartan
material wrapped round the body, belted at the waist and pinned
over the shoulder. It is likely that this served as a blanket while
away from their villages. The word plaid comes from the Gaelic
plaide meaning blanket.

 


Exactly when the fealeadh beg (filibeg), the
tailored version worn from waist to knee, came into existence is
open to debate. One suggestion is that an Englishman in charge of
an iron smelter at Invergarry around 1730, suggested that his
workforce would fare better at their work if they dispensed with
the upper part of the garment and wore what would be described as a
kilt. The word kilt itself, although not Gaelic, could be
Scandinavian or an old English root word from a verb meaning to
hitch up and fold over a garment.

The Clan

Although as of this writing the Whitehead
Family cannot be identified with a clan or sept, should the
identification come about in the future, it would benefit the
reader to learn the following proper definitions, background and
meanings.



Definition of the word Clan, the Gaelic word
for children, is more accurately translated as family in the sense
of which the word clan became accepted in the Scottish Highlands
during the 13th century. A clan is a social group whose families
are derived from, or accepted as being derived from, a common
ancestor. Almost without exception, that family is accompanied by a
further number of dependent and associated families who have either
sought the protection of the clan at some point in history or have
been tenants or vassals of the clan chief. All members of the clan
owe that chief allegiance, but ancient tradition states that the
Clan itself is above and more important than the clan Chief.
Although English in the Lowlands of Scotland has supplanted Gaelic
for nearly a thousand years, it is an acceptable convention to
refer to the great Lowland families, as clans, although the heads
of certain families prefer not to use the term. Allegiance was
generally given to a father's clan, but Celtic tradition includes a
strong element of descent through, and loyalty to, a mother's line.
In reality, the chief of a clan would 'ingather' any stranger, of
whatever family, possessed suitable skills, maintained his
allegiance and, if required, adopted the clan surname. In doing
this it makes it impossible to trace a family name or bloodline
through history.

 


It is interesting to note that a family could
not qualify for clan status unless they had the proven ability to
put 250 armed men on horse within one hour to defend their clan,
lands and properties, as well as provide fighting men for their
clan lord and king.

 


The Sept

A Sept is a family name, which can be related
to a clan or larger family for various reasons: Either through
marriage or by seeking protection from a larger and more powerful
neighbouring clan or family. Many names which are recorded as septs
have since become clans in their own right due to increasing family
member and many individuals can be related to more than one
clan.
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Chapter 2

 Whitehead Coat of Arms

Starting in 1530, the provincial kings were
authorized and commissioned to make visitations to counties in
their provinces to record, grant and correct family Coats of Arms.
The King of Arms, or his deputized herald, would set up office in
an inn or a gentleman’s home and all those in the area who claimed
arms were summoned to present proof of their gentle status by way
of genealogical records. Wealthy "new men" were eager to prove
their gentility and be granted arms. However, only persons of
gentry class or higher could bear arms so anyone with arms was by
definition gentle. During those years the Latin word for gentleman
was "armigero" which means one who bears arms. It was the heralds
who were effectively the gatekeepers to the gentry’s class and they
would record the pedigree and arms for a fee.

 


Whitehead Coat of Arms

At this writing it is not known who created
or applied for the Whitehead Coat of Arms, nor is it known when it
was recorded or granted, it is registered, as a formal Scottish
claim to gentry and the pedigree containing the genealogy for the
claim must once have existed for the Coat of Arms to be granted. It
is likely that over hundreds of years this pedigree parchment has
simply turned to dust in a damp room of stone in an unknown
castle.
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Whitehead Coat of Arms Symbology

The symbology of the Whitehead Coat of Arms
is represented as follows:

The golden background represents a family of:
Generosity.

The boar’s heads represent a family of:
Hospitality.

The middle shield area straight across in the
Fess Style signifies a military belt and represents a family of:
Honour.

The blue background on the military belt
represents a family of: Strength and Loyalty.

The white roses within the military belt
represent a family with: Hope and Joy, and is also a symbol for the
“seventh son”.

The family motto is: “Virtue et Valore”.

Depicted on top of the Coat of Arms is a
crest with “a highlander coming out of the water holding a Scottish
mantle in one hand”, according to its ancient description.

 


Myth and Legend of the Seventh Son

 


The legend of the Seventh Son stems from the
sacred use of the Number 7, one that allegedly roots itself in the
seven eras of humanity. This legend, although alluded to through
many books of the old and new testaments in the King James Version
of the Bible, actually predates it, and echoes back to the dawn of
time in all major philosophies and cultures of the world.

 


An old poem's words further describe the
myth.

Here the birth from an unbroken line,

Born the healer, the Seventh his time.

Unknowingly blessed as his life unfolds,

Slowly unveiling the power he holds.

Then they watch the progress he takes,

The Good or Evil which path will he take.

Both of them trying to manipulate,

the use of his powers before it’s too
late.

 


In legend the Seventh Son line is allegedly a
divine and chosen one. It is said those born of this line are to
become a “Maker of Things”, that they will have a special purpose
in life as an instrument for the “Lord of Hosts” to expose the evil
and corruption of the world. But, those of this birthright are
cursed by those same evil forces that would try to destroy them
because they represent the Trinity; the father, son and the Holy
Spirit.

 


It’s very interesting to find that the crest
which depicts “a highlander coming out of the water holding a
Scottish mantle in one hand” coincides with the passage in the King
James Version of 1 Kings 18:43-45 which says:

 


“And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud
out of the sea, like a man’s hand.”

Also the biblical account in Joshua 19:39-41
says, “ And the seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children
of Dan according to their families” So is the legend.

 


In the early history of Ireland we find
mentioned a people coming there from Greece called the Tuatha de
Danaan. In history we find it written that the Dan’ans were a
highly civilized people, well skilled in architecture and other
arts from their long residence in Greece, and their commerce with
the Phoenicians. Their first appearance in Ireland was 1200 BC.
When we consider that the Danaans or Danoi of Greece were Danites
of Israel, it is simple logic to conclude that the Tuatha de Danaan
were none other than the Israelite tribe of Dan.

 


The Danites had a regular habit of naming
places after their ancient ancestor, Dan. As the Danites migrated
in hopes of finding a secure homeland, they continued their habit
of naming places after their ancestral father, Dan. Another group
of Danites followed rivers into the very heart of Europe
establishing the Danube River and Denmark, which means Dan’s
Land.

 


The Apostle Andrew obeyed Christ’s command to
go “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” some of who were the
forefathers of Robert the Bruce who then lived in southern Russia.
So it is that the patron saint of Scotland is Saint Andrew, and
that King Robert the Bruce was from the Israelite tribe of Dan as
mentioned earlier.
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Saint Andrew the Apostle

 


Saint Andrew is the brother to the Apostle
Peter the same as mentioned in the King James Bible in the chapters
of John 1:40 and 12:22, Mark 13:3, and Mathew 4:18.

 



Chapter 3

 Whitehead's in England

 


At this point it should be noted that during
the years 1530 to 1700 over 30,000 families across Britain
registered their lineage in what are known as the Harlein
Manuscripts. These manuscripts are currently housed in the British
Museum in London. Since it is my opinion that many Whitehead family
members fled Scotland to save their lives, and those of their
families, I believe we find in the Harlein Manuscripts
documentation reflecting Whitehead families using their new English
homes in Hampshire and Lincolnshire. In these places new beginnings
were made, rather than documenting the original heritage of the
family from the Scottish homeland. Perhaps, this was a way of
showing allegiance to the English Crown and confirming the family’s
safety.

 


However, it is also my belief that secretly
the Whitehead families maintained much of their Scottish culture
and mixed this with English traditions. Among the Scottish (Celtic)
people there is contempt for materialism, which had become a
natural part of the cultural heritage of the Celts. This contempt
may stem from the teachings to the Celts from the Apostle Andrew,
who himself walked with Jesus and learned his gospel teachings.
Andrew is the Apostle Peters blood brother. Perhaps, it was the
teaching to “be in the world, but not of the world”, or not to bond
with material things that the Apostle Andrew taught from the
original gospel teachings. In other words, “be in the world, but
don’t bond yourself to material things”.

 


Celtic people have believed that everything
in the earth, and on the earth, is Gods property not that of
mankind. Celtic people have believed they are stewards of the earth
not owners. Celtic people are known to be cordial, and a hospitable
people who enjoy life and their leisure oriented society. This
stands in complete contrast to the money-based English
(Anglo-Saxon) society, which insisted upon high intensity
cultivation, and valued hard work for economic profit. The English
believed that they physically own the land rather than share the
land, as stewards, for the good of all to prosper. They bond with
material items thinking they have sole ownership from which greed
gets it root.

 


Migration patterns to the United States also
reflect this contrast of societies. The South, of Celtic heritage,
tried withdrawing (1861) from the North and its Anglo-Saxon culture
because the two societies are not homogeneous. They have different
instincts, different appetites, different morals, and a different
culture. Slavery was not really the core issue for the so-called
United States Civil War back in the mid 1800’s. It was economics.
In fact, the importation of African slaves was first banned in
Virginia, a southern state, in 1858 before the war ever started.
The termination of slavery was being discussed, and the systematic
method to empower the Africans with their own land for farming was
being outlined. To just free the Africans suddenly into the
workforce would provide economic problems everywhere in the south,
and elsewhere. The import taxes in the South were lower at southern
ports, and the northern industrialists wanted their share of the
money. That’s why the war started. It was strictly American
politics where money supported the candidates that ran for various
government offices in the mid 1800s.

 


In a real civil war one faction tries to take
over the existing government and impose their own. This was never
the Southern cause. The Southern States wanted to withdraw from the
Northern Union, and after doing so they did establish their own
government according to constitutional law. This war should rightly
be called: The War for Southern Independence. There was, and still
is, a distinct difference among cultures between families in the
Northeastern United States and those in the Southeastern United
States. However, many households in the northern states are moving
south due to the climate, and employment opportunities. Many people
living in the State of Florida of the United States of America
retired to that location from New England and other Mid Western
States.

 


The Clearances

Here the Whitehead story jumps over 7
generations of 154 years, stretching from 1585 to 1739. A hundred
and fifty four years is a long period of time and a lot of history
was being made during this period between Scotland and England. Of
note, the year 1715 brought an unsuccessful uprising of Highlanders
against the English. In response, the English government dispatched
General Wade to the Highlands to regain control of the area, and to
keep the Scots in place. It may be during this period that the
Whitehead Family moved south to the shires in England.

 


This writer’s most distant family ancestor of
confirmed genealogical record is Richard Whitehead who was born in
1739. The record does not indicate which country or town Richard
was born in, or even the month or day of birth. However, it is
understood that he is of Scottish decent with his ancestors having
immigrated to England. As mentioned in Chapter 1, the Scottish
decent is confirmed by the 1871 Canadian census records of David
Whitehead who is not only this writers Great-Great-Grandfather but
also the Great-Grandson of the above Richard Whitehead.

 


When Richard Whitehead was eight years old,
the English set several acts in place during the year of 1747. The
first was the Act of Proscription which endeavored to eradicate the
Highland Scottish culture altogether. This act banned the wearing
of tartans, playing the bagpipes, the right to bear arms, the
gathering of Highland people and the teaching of the written Gaelic
language. The second Act was the Heritable Jurisdictions Act, which
stated that those Highlanders who did not abide to English
jurisdiction would have their lands forfeited and placed in the
hands of, the English appointed, Scottish surrogates.

 


Around the year 1800 the market for beef
dropped sharply and the demand for sheep and wool rose
dramatically. It became clear that the smallholdings of the
remaining clansmen were getting in the way of the highly profitable
sheep, so the surrogate landlords started to move the Highland
people out of their ancient family homes. The Highland people
called this “the Clearances” because they were simply cleared out
of the way for no other reason than money, with the English
Anglo-Saxon's seeking larger profits. It meant that the Highland
people were forcibly evicted, with no appealing, and often by
violent means. Highland men were captured, separated from their
families, handcuffed and dragged aboard ships as though horses or
cattle, and sent to Canada or America, sometimes naked or in rags.
Reaching North America they were wearing hand sown empty bread
bags, old tattered sail canvas and rotting discarded blankets.
Homes were burned down in the Highlands sometimes with the people
and property in them. At one period as many as 2,000 homes were
being burned a day across Scotland. This would increase the grazing
area for sheep.

 


The English landlords called this “the
Improvements” because it was a way of improving the profitability
of their land for raising sheep.

 



Chapter 4

 Richard “Of Stockbury” Whitehead

 


With the culture, legends, and myths behind
us we can now enter a period of time closer to our own, where we
can unearth available documentation. Up to this point the Whitehead
history is an assemblage of indirect or circumstantial evidence
without a simple accumulation of direct evidence that strongly
supports one conclusion in a specific genealogical line. Based on a
few Canadian census reports it is quite likely that the Whitehead
family originated from Scotland. Although no other mention of this
connection has been identified in other family documents.

 


As a family historian I have the task to
research every clue and weigh every fragment of evidence to try and
accurately piece together the family history. Every fact, every
identity we establish is simply a decision we must make based upon
evidence we have accumulated. Our challenge is to accumulate the
best evidence possible, and to analyze and interpret that evidence
in the most perceptive manner possible. After all, “history just
isn’t history until someone writes it down”.

 


A point is best proved if we have a multitude
of sources that report the same fact. This is why it’s important to
work jointly on family lines and to share information and sources.
I have emailed and shared my GEDCOM database with many people all
over the world, and shared the family legends as well. Collectively
we find it hard to move back in time much before our Richard “of
Stockbury” Whitehead. With this in mind I’m providing here a letter
from my 5th cousin once removed, Peter Whitehead. We have shared
our information with each other, and perhaps his comments below
will provide insight to others who are researching our common
ancestral line.

 


“Richard Whitehead was born about 1738/39,
for according to his burial entry in the Stockbury Parish
Registers, he was buried on the 9th of September 1830 aged 91
years. His place of birth, however, has proved hard to find. He was
not born in Stockbury, nor has a search of the Parish Registers
kept in the Kent Archives Office, Maidstone [Australia] located his
birth in any of the following neighbouring parishes: Eastchurch,
Hartlip, Mewington, Sittingbourne, Milton-next-Sittingbourne,
Berstead, Detling, Faversham, Hollingbourne, Huckling, Iwade,
Minster-in-Sheppey, [or] Thurnham.

A search of Parishes further afield in
Eastern Kent has also proved fruitless. These were the Bishops
Transcripts for Bicknor, Borden, Bredgar and Linstead kept at the
Canterbury Cathedral Archives. Without knowing Richard's place of
birth, it has been difficult to trace this line further. The only
baptism in Kent recorded in the IGI [International Genealogical
Index] for a Richard Whitehead with a date that ties up with the
Stockbury burial is Richard, baptised in Knockholt, 18th May 1739,
son of Thomas and Mary Whitehead. (Knockholt Parish Register
CKSP214-1-2). I have been unable to document a connection with our
Richard. (The Fleet marriage Index indicates that Thomas married
Mary Barton on 27 December 1729. Thomas was a husbandman of
Knockholt. Thomas's own father (another Thomas) was from Chesfield
but there the line runs out.

 


In any case, Richard Whitehead clearly moved
to Stockbury as a young man, for on the 12th January 1766, he acted
as witness to a marriage in that Parish. On the 20th February 1776
at Stockbury Parish Church, Richard Whitehead married Mary Grigsby,
who was born about 1755, and died in October 1840 aged 85 years.
Although neither Richard nor Mary were born in Stockbury, they
lived their entire married life in this small village.

I feel it is quite possible that Richard was
married prior to his marriage to Mary Grigsby as he was then aged
37/38 (while she was aged 21). The Parish Registers for Stockbury -
both the Banns entry (62) and marriage entry (73) - do not show
their status. (Most of the marriage entries are a bit erratic in
showing status). I have looked up Richard Jacken and Sarah TERRY;
also Thomas BANNOR and John KERBY - the marriage and the witnesses
associated with Richard with little success.

 


In the West Kent Quarter Sessions, there are
"Bastardy Orders" for the period July 1758 - July 1788. This is an
index of 269 bastardy orders registered at the West Kent Quarter
Sessions, sorted by the father's name. The date is the date of the
sessions. These orders generally require the father to pay regular
maintenance towards a child that is chargeable on the parish of its
birth. It contains the following reference to Richard Whitehead of
Knockholt:

 


Surname Forename Parish Occupation Year
Mother's Surname Mother's Forename Status Child's Sex Child's
Birthplace Date Folio

 


Whitehead Richard Knockholt Husbandman 1764
Pearse Anne Widow F Eynsford 1 May 1778.

 


If they are in fact the same person, this
could well explain why Richard left Knockholt and went to settle in
Stockbury.

The Stockbury Parish Chest revealed a few
Whitehead references, but nothing that gave any clues to Richard's
origin. The Stockbury Settlement Index likewise proved useless. A
search of the East Kent Settlement and Removal Index revealed no
definite entry for Richard himself, either as an adult or as a
child with his parents, but there were two entries which seemed to
concern his two eldest sons:-

 


1. William Whitehead

Settlement Examination - at Bredgar, settled
Stockbury 1809 December 18. Ref: Centre for Kentish Studies,
Maidstone: P43/13/4

"William Whitehead of Bredgar on Oath says
that as he has heard and believes he was born in the Parish of
Stockbury in the said County where his Father Richard Whitehead is
now living a Parishioner there, says that since his Birth he never
lived a yearly servant or did any Act to gain a settlement out of
the Parish of Stockbury". [signs with a mark].

2. Richard Whitehead

Settlement Examination - at Bredgar, settled
Borden 1809, December 18. Ref: CKS:P43/13/4

"Richard Whitehead now residing in Bredgar on
Oath says that about 12 years ago some weeks before Mich(aelm)
[i.e. Michaelmas – Anglican Christian Festival on September 29th]
as he hired himself as a Servant for a year to Wm. Marsh of Borden
Esqr. That he went into his service on Michas Day or the Day after
and continued to serve him in Borden till the Michas Day following,
received his wages, quitted his service and has not since done any
act to gain a settlement to his knowledge". [signs with a
mark].

 


These and a number of other examinations were
taken on the 18th of December 1809 at a Special Sessions held at
Bredgar. We see that, wherever Richard Whitehead the father had
originated, he had by this time gained a settlement in the hamlet
of Stockbury. There are no settlement documents surviving in the
Stockbury Parish Collection; and Petty Sessions records, another
source of settlement information, survive for only the period
November 1748 - May 1764 for the Stockbury area. So, they are not
likely to help any further. In the Settlement Index I do have some
entries for other Richard Whiteheads in the area. There is a
Richard and wife Jane settling in Milton by Sittingbourne from
Lower Halstow in 1749, and several entries for a Richard and wife
Anne involving Deal, Hernhill and Faversham in 1759 and 1763. (It
may be useful to check these parishes).

 


The Archdeaconry Court of Canterbury holds
some Whitehead wills, namely George of Eastling, William of Teynham
and William of Warehorne.

 


Wills proved in the Consistory Court of
Canterbury, which covered around 55 East Kent parishes; contain the
following Whitehead Wills in the period 1732-1819.

 


62/512 - Whitehead - Thos - Sheerness
1740-1746

66/375 - Whitehead - William - Deal
1774-1795

67/134 - Whitehead - Frances - Sheerness
1799

 


These may give some clue to Richard's
origins.

From the Parish Overseer's Accounts
(Disbursements) for March 1819 to March 1820, he is referred to as
"old Richard Whitehead"; also in October 1828 to October 1829, the
last entry was "Uncollected Richard Whitehead Senr. 0-3-6". This
gives some idea of his social position.

 


The Parish Register for Stockbury records the
baptisms of the children of Richard and Mary as follows:-
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As Edward Whitehead (born October 1783) was a
Gamekeeper, a search was made of the Gamekeepers' Deputations
(QR/Sg/7 Kent Archives Office, Maidstone) to ascertain whether his
father followed the same occupation. The following references were
found.

 


Manor of Chatham: Charles BIRKHEAD, Esq.,
Lord of the aforesaid manor hath made nominated and appointed
Richard WHITEHEAD of Chatham gent gamekeeper of aforesaid manor
with power to kill game, etc.

20 Aug. 1800

 


Manor of Horsted and Snodhurst: G.T.H. Foote,
Esq., Lord of the manor, hath made, constituted, authorized and
appointed Richard WHITEHEAD, gent of Chatham, gamekeeper etc.

 


17 Aug. 1803

It is uncertain whether this is the correct
Richard Whitehead - the description of him as "gent" makes it
unlikely, although people did rise and fall in the social scale in
the course of their lives. A search was also made in the Stockbury
Overseers Accounts and the Land Tax Records to see if they provided
clues. A check of the Overseers Accounts for 1787 revealed a
Richard WIGHTHEAD (Sic) rated at 8 pound, paying 4/- at 6d in the
pound. In 1786, Richard WHITEHEAD, spelt correctly, was rated at 7
pound and paid 1/- 2d.

 


The next entry was for a Matthew Grigsby.

Richard had been there in the April 1784
assessment, but in June 1782 his place had been filled by George
FEAKINS. The accounts were traced back to 1770 when Feakins'
predecessor was a Thomas GILBORD. The Stockbury burials register
listed the burial of George FEKINS, husbandman, on 16th March 1783.
The Land Tax Records for Stockbury for 1780-82 give Abraham
CHAMBERS, Esq., Proprietor George Feakins, occupier; Assessed 5
pound Tax 1 pound.

 


In 1783 Feakins' name is replaced by Richard
Whitehead. In 1789 William Chambers occupied the land himself, but
by 1821 a Richard Whitehead was back as the occupier, the
assessment now being 6 pound. This could be Richard the son, as his
name appears in the 1832 record (the last in the Kent Archives
Office), after Richard senior was dead.

 


The following Whitehead wills are listed
among the Canterbury Archdeaconry Wills at the Kent Archives
Office, but none seem to refer to Richard or his family.

 


WHITEHEAD, John, Faversham, yeoman made 31st
September (sic) 1740. Proved 21 June 1746. Mentions kinsman John
Whitehead now or lately of Little Chart, labourer (100 pound at age
25): children of John STRSINSHAM by late sister Margaret: friend
Mary ELLEN (executrix).

 


WHITEHEAD, George, Eastchurch, yeoman made
22nd March 1749. Proved 20 April 1750.

All to wife Mary (executrix).

WHITEHEAD, James Sittingbourne, blacksmith
made 17th April 1747. Proved 1 Sept. 1752.

Mentions niece Mary TAPLEY: only son James
WHITEHEAD (residuary legatee). Friend Stephen PANFORD of Milton,
bricklayer, executor, and guardian of son during minority.

 


I have followed up Richard Whitehead of
Knockholt in the hope of establishing a connection, given that his
date of birth coincides with our Richard; and that Knockholt Parish
is about 25 miles west of Stockbury.

 


Richard was baptised in Knockholt 18th May
1739, the son of Thomas and Mary Whitehead (Knockholt Parish
Register CK5 P214-1-2). (Mary died 1761).

 


Knockholt Parish Registers show the following
children of Thomas and Mary:

John Whitehead (1731-), Edward Whitehead
(1737-) Richard Whitehead (1739-), Elizabeth Whitehead (1741-)
William Whitehead (1742-), Mary Whitehead (1744-) Sarah Whitehead
(1746-1747), James Whitehead (1748-) William seems to have lived
all his life in Knockholt as a William Whitehead died there 14th
February 1829 aged 88 years.

 


Note: All these names but John are repeated
in the names of Richard and Mary's children, though this may just
be a coincidence. I haven't been able to establish a connection.
However, a search of the church records for Knockholt, Kent,
England (LDS Film No. 1473690) revealed the following Whitehead
references:

1. John Whitehead witness to marriage of
Edward ADAMS and Sarah CACETH 4th May 1799.

2. 7th December 1800 Amy Whitehead of
Knockholt married Charles STAPLES.

3. John Whitehead witness to marriage of
William PELK and Elizabeth CACETH 15th November 1800.

4. Martha Whitehead married Ralph Outram
(Bachelor) 14th August 1880.

5. Arnold Whitehead married Susan Wells 14th
December 1800.
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If the age given in the Stockbury Parish
Registers for Richard at his death was not accurate, then several
other possibilities emerge, such as:

-Richard, baptised at the Sheerness Dockyard
Parish 30 July 1745, son of William and Frances (Ref. CKS
ADM6/430)

-Richard, baptised at St. Leonard's, Deal, 29
January 1749, son of Ralph and Elizabeth (Ref CKS Fiche Index 677
entry 333).

 


Having noticed that several of the children
of Richard and Mary married at Minster, Sheppey (despite the fact
that the family continued to live at Stockbury), I have searched
(without success) the Parish Registers of Minster-on-Sheppey to see
whether this was a clue to Richard's origin.

 


I have noticed that a George Whitehead is
recorded as leading a Quaker fellowship on Sheppey in 1680, so have
considered the possibility of a Quaker connection to Richard. This
is just conjecture and has not been proved. I have been unable to
trace the line back beyond Richard Whitehead, who was born about
1738/39.” – Cousin Peter
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Throughout the world the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints [LDS] have Family History Centers
Libraries [FHC] where the documentation, as referred to by my
cousin Peter Whitehead, is available to everyone who would like to
review it, or print it out for reference.

OEBPS/tmp_0232394-0f73ce57-113e-4593-92f2-ef36502d75c4_ICnGC9_html_mc9896a4.png
Tantallon Castle in Lothian Scotland
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George Edward Whitehead
1898 -1953
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