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Looking for college scholarships is often like looking for a needle in the haystack. It takes time, patience, perseverance and a little luck, too. There are many awards and scholarships out there. The sheer amount would suggest that there are scholarships out there in abundance; however, the reality of it is that not all students find one or will qualify for one. There are academic scholarships, merit scholarships and even far out, odd scholarships. If you are looking for a scholarship, you have to take the time to do your research. Which one will fit your personal goals and accomplishments? Which one matches your test scores and grades? These are all questions you must ask yourself as you search for college scholarships.

Where to Begin?

As you start your search for college scholarships, you will have to take your time. Many high schools and colleges have staff on hand to help you with your search. You must remember that these people are great resources, but they do have their hands full helping other students. You have to get ready to take matters into your own hands and get ready to do your very own research. 

Often, a college scholarship will start by taking a look at your achievements and grades and finding awards that match. There are many books, online services as well as other publications that will list all sorts of scholarships that you might be interested in applying for when it comes the time. You should also take the time to really learn about scholarships and what is available to you. For example, you might think that you only qualify for scholarship at a particular college. That is not true. There are thousands of companies and other organizations that give out scholarships each and every year.

Scholarships are often there for the taking and all you need to know is how to find them and how to apply for one. You have a world of money out there just waiting for the right applicant to come along. Don’t get bogged down in your search for money. The following information will help you understand the basics of college scholarships and how you can win money that you need to pay for your higher education.

So, let’s get started. 
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS: WHEN TO START
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When you are ready to start looking for college scholarships and grants, you should know where and when to start looking. You simply cannot wake up one morning and decide to get a college scholarship—it takes work and planning. You need to know what you qualify for and when to apply for them. When you apply for scholarships, you also need to know when to start looking. Too many high school seniors wait until the very last minute to begin looking and applying. There are no “easy scholarships” that you will get—they will all take work on your end to get what you deserve.

Begin the search:

Never let someone tell you that it is too early to begin your scholarship search. In fact, it is never too early. You may even find some scholarships that are open only to freshman and sophomores in high school. How is that for early planning? Most often, scholarship applications and searching starts as early as the junior year in high school. One example is the National Merit Scholarship program. That one will take place as soon as a student takes the PSAT during their late sophomore and early junior years in high school. Of course, if you are a senior, then do not think that you are too late. There are still scholarships out there for you, too.

When you start looking, keep in mind that the best time to research this matter is during the summer and early fall. If you start your research nice and early, then you are doing yourself a huge favor. This gives you a leg up on those that wait until the last minute. During that time, many of the deadlines are still in the future and you have not missed anything. In addition, doing your research early will give you enough time get your paper work ready such as getting your test scores, scholarships essays and other things that you will need to send off in your scholarship packet. In addition, most college scholarships will ask you for recommendations. When you ask someone for a scholarships recommendation, you will need to give that person enough time to complete it—at least four to six weeks. If a scholarship requires that you complete academic work or volunteer work, then you will need weeks, perhaps even months to get this done.

Who needs to know?

Are you on your own as you apply for your college scholarships? Not necessarily. There are many people out there that can help you get you where you need and want to go. Use the resources that you have on hand to secure those awards. 

As you apply for scholarships, you may wonder who else needs to know about your plans. That is a good question. Your school counselor is an excellent source of information and can help you along the way. Once you have decided to apply for scholarships, keep this person “in the know” each and every step of the way. Your counselor can help you narrow down your search, help you prepare your application and make sure that you have all of your grades, classes and tests scores that are necessary. 

Waiting too late—now what?

If you are reading this in hopes of getting some of those coveted college scholarships, and you are suddenly afraid that you are way behind the mark, the first thing is that you should not panic. You may have missed some deadlines, but there are plenty of other scholarships and awards out there that can help you with your goals for your higher education. 

If you find that you are half way through your senior year in high school and you are finally realizing that you need money for college, then what do you do? Are you too late? Should you throw in the towel? No. First of all, keep in mind that most college scholarship deadlines will be in October, November and December. However, as luck would have it, there are plenty that have a January, February and March deadline. 

Don’t give up—just make getting your applications in a top priority. Find awards that still have deadlines looming in the future. Get online and get your research done before it is too late. Get help—your high school counselor can help you play catch up and you may find a good friend or even a parent that will lend a hand. You will need to make sure you have all your paperwork in order and ready to go. If you are a senior in high school, there are not many more classes you can take to prepare yourself and there is not a lot of time to do additional volunteer work. Use what you have already accomplished to your advantage, even if you are a little behind on the application calendar. 

Using the Internet to prepare:

The Internet can prove a huge help by providing you a list of scholarships that you are still eligible for and you can also get on special scholarship sites. These scholarship search engines can quickly help you narrow down the awards. Also, keep in mind that you are more likely to win a scholarship that you have taken a lot of time preparing than quickly throwing ten or twelve applications in the mail simply for the sake of meeting the deadlines. Even when you are on a tight schedule in your senior year, you should take your time to prepare any application that you send out.
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Scholarship and Financial Aid Calendar for Sophomores and Juniors:

As mentioned before, it is really never too early to start your search for college scholarships. You can never be too prepared. You might think that when you are 14 or 15 that college is just hovering in the future. It will be here before you know it and now is the time to start the whole scholarship process.

The following are some basic rules for applying for scholarships. The following should be completed during your sophomore and junior year of high school to ensure that you are meeting deadlines for your college scholarship packet.
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