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To all my loved ones, whose support and love have been a strong foundation in my journey, this is dedicated to all of you.

Patrick, you are my heart and soul. I know I'll spend the rest of my life trying to express how much I love you and it will still barely scratch the surface. 

To my family, who have stood by me through every success and every challenge, your belief in me has been a guiding light. To my friends that have elevated to the family category, thank you for always being there for me. Each of you has played a vital role in shaping who I am today, and for that, I am eternally grateful. This is for all of you, with my deepest love and appreciation.
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My prompt for the Canva AI: 

A symbolic flower representing interconnected relationships. God, Patrick, and myself form the heart of the flower, depicted as three strands intertwined. Three petals unfold: one for my mom and my sisters, one for my relatives, & one for my friends that have elevated to the family level. The flower rests within a leaf of community.
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​Chapter 1
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The world was a dizzying swirl of grey. Cold, churning waves slapped against the thin rubber walls of the dinghy, sending icy spray over Winkie’s feathers.
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Her feathers felt heavy and sticky, clumped together with a thick, dark oil she had picked up from a slick on the water's surface. Four men, their faces pale and drawn with worry, huddled together for warmth in the center of the tiny raft.
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One of them, Johnny, a young man with kind eyes, reached out a trembling hand. He gently stroked Winkie’s head, his touch a small comfort in the vast cold.
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“It’s all up to you now, little one,” he whispered, his voice barely audible above the wind.
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