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CHAPTER ONE

The Hotel
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She could scarcely believe she had really done it. But here she was, checking into a hotel in the tourist section of Kingston, Jamaica. It was a beautiful gilded building, staffed mainly by perky black women with long dreadlocks and broad smiles. The sun shone through the giant bay windows into the lobby, where she registered for her room.

Diane had decided to come to Jamaica on the spur of the moment. She found out at work that she was going to lose much of her vacation time if she didn't use it. So she made a valiant effort to convince her boss to make an exception, to allow her to use it at a later date. She even explained that it was penny-wise but pound-foolish.

But he hadn't listened. So Diane did exactly what she had threatened—she took a week off. She gave her one week's notice, which was all her contract required, and she left. That meant her company was definitely going to lose one major client, because there was no way anyone but Diane could finish the presentation in time. The best part was that Diane couldn't be fired because she handled all the most major clients. Firing her would ruin the company's revenue for years.

So it had been penny-wise but pound-foolish to refuse Diane's request, but she had followed procedure. This vacation was part of her compensation, she had to use it.
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