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	Preface

	The Rise of Vanrajyas

	For thousands of years, India has been celebrated as a land of rich culture, ancient wisdom, and extraordinary human progress. We built great cities, irrigated kingdoms, scientific institutions, and technological marvels. We created states based on language, administration, resources, and human needs—each designed to uplift society and bring development closer to the people. But in this long journey of nation-building, one truth remained silent, overlooked, and forgotten: India never created states for forests.

	We protected people, but not the wilderness that protects us.
We recognised human needs, but not the needs of the millions of species that keep this planet alive.
We built human-centric borders, but not nature-centric sanctuaries large enough to revive the Earth.

	At a time when the world is witnessing rapid climate change, species extinction, disappearing rivers, and uncontrolled deforestation, the idea of वन–प्रदेश (Vanrajyas) — India’s 20 Forest States — is not just visionary, it is essential. These states are imagined not for humans to rule, but for nature to breathe, heal, and flourish. Each Vanrajya is designed to preserve an ecosystem, protect tribal guardians, restore wildlife corridors, and give India the ability to become the planet’s greatest biodiversity powerhouse by 2055.

	This book presents a bold and transformative blueprint:
A future where every tiger corridor is continuous, rivers are protected by natural forest walls, and millions of trees create a living shield around India.
A future where tribal communities become the official guardians of forest kingdoms.
A future where global wildlife—birds, primates, amphibians, and rare species—are ethically introduced to enrich India’s ecological harmony.
A future where India is recognised not only as the world’s largest democracy, but also as the world’s largest biodiverse nation.

	The Rise of Vanrajyas is not just a concept; it is a national mission.
A mission to restore India’s ancient identity — the land of forests, rivers, divine mountains, and sacred wildlife.
A mission to remind us that the survival of human civilisation depends on the survival of nature.

	If we can create states for humans, we can create states for forests.
If we can protect languages, we can protect ecosystems.
If we can build industries, we can rebuild jungles.

	This book is an invitation — to dream, to act, and to transform.
May the rise of India’s Vanrajyas become the rise of a greener planet.

	 

	Ishwar Singh
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	CHAPTER 1 — The Missing Focus

	Across the world, the fundamental purpose of governments has always been to ensure the welfare and development of human beings. Every national budget, every policy decision, and every administrative framework is shaped around the needs, comfort, and safety of people. Roads are built for easier travel, industries for economic growth, dams for irrigation, and cities for expanding populations. Within this human-centered world, forests and wildlife receive attention only when they intersect with human interests or when a crisis becomes too large to ignore. This imbalance is not a coincidence; it is built into the governing systems themselves. Governments are elected by people, funded by people, and accountable to people. As a result, non-human life—trees, rivers, birds, mammals, insects—remains a silent stakeholder without representation or voice.

	In India the situation is similar, though the cultural foundation of the country is deeply spiritual and nature-revering. For thousands of years, the Indian subcontinent worshipped nature as divine. Rivers like Ganga and Godavari were seen as mothers, mountains like Kailash and Arunachala as sacred beings, and forests as the homes of gods and sages. Animals were not considered resources but companions in the cosmic cycle of life. Tribal societies still maintain this bond, protecting forests as they would protect their own families. However, modern India, shaped by economic pressures, population growth, and rapid industrialisation, operates within a very different framework.

	Today, when roads, industries, mines, or power plants need space, the first lands to be sacrificed are usually forests. Large green belts vanish under the justification of economic growth. Wildlife corridors are cut apart by rail lines and highways. Rivers that once flowed freely become polluted or redirected. Conservation programmes such as Project Tiger, Project Elephant, or Project Rhino are presented as national achievements, but they exist mainly to prevent extinction—not to create flourishing abundance. The scale of conservation is extremely small compared to the scale of destruction. For every acre protected, several acres are altered or lost.

	The result is a silent but steady crisis. India, once home to some of the richest ecosystems on the planet, is witnessing shrinking habitats and declining populations of many species. Animals venture into human settlements not because they are aggressive, but because their ancient territories have disappeared. Tribes who once preserved forests are pushed deeper or forced to migrate. Natural balance is disturbed, and this disturbance eventually affects climate, soil fertility, rainfall patterns, and even the health of human populations.

	This missing focus—this lack of equal attention to forests and wildlife—is the fundamental problem. As long as nature remains a secondary priority, India cannot regain its ecological dignity or reach its full biological potential. The solution must be extraordinary, not incremental.

	The idea of creating 20 वन–राज्य (Forest States) is born from this need. These states, dedicated almost entirely to forests and wildlife, propose a revolutionary shift. Instead of protecting nature within human-governed regions, we propose regions governed for nature itself. A place where wildlife is not a visitor but the primary citizen, where forests are not land banks but living nations. Only such a bold step can restore the balance India once cherished and lead the world toward a new ecological future.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	CHAPTER 2 — The Silent Decline of Forests

	India has always been celebrated as a land of vast forests, sacred groves, and diverse ecosystems. From the towering Himalayan pines to the sprawling Western Ghats, from the dense forests of the Northeast to the dry deciduous stretches of Central India, the subcontinent once carried an uninterrupted blanket of green. Historical texts, travellers’ records, and tribal oral traditions describe forests so deep and continuous that a bird could fly for days without landing in open land. Yet the picture today is starkly different. What remains is a fragmented mosaic—a collection of isolated forest patches struggling to survive in the middle of expanding human landscapes.

	According to the recent forest surveys, India’s total forest cover appears to have increased slightly in percentage terms. But this number is misleading. Much of the increase comes from plantations, not natural forests. A plantation of eucalyptus or acacia is counted as forest cover, although it cannot support the same wildlife, cannot regenerate the same soil fertility, and cannot replace an ancient ecosystem built over thousands of years. Natural forests, the true lungs of India, have silently declined in quality, density, and continuity.

	One of the greatest threats to India’s forests today is fragmentation. Forests that were once continuous are now broken into smaller blocks separated by villages, towns, farms, highways, and industrial zones. This fragmentation is deadly for wildlife. Tigers cannot establish territories, elephants lose their migration routes, and smaller species face genetic isolation. Even a forest that looks dense on a map may no longer support life if it is surrounded by human activity. This shrinking connectivity has pushed many species into stressful survival edges, leading to increased conflict between humans and animals.

	Encroachment is another silent enemy. As population grows and land becomes scarce, people slowly invade forest areas for cultivation, grazing, settlement, or resource extraction. These encroachments are often gradual—first a small hut, then a farm, then an entire settlement. Administratively, they become almost impossible to reverse, and forests lose ground permanently. Fires set accidentally during grazing, illegal logging, and fuelwood collection accelerate this decline.

	Mining, quarrying, and infrastructure projects have also carved deep wounds into forest landscapes. Despite environmental clearances, many projects penetrate ecologically sensitive zones. Roads cut across tiger reserves, power lines cross elephant corridors, and dams drown ancient forests that served as lifelines for countless species. Every such development weakens the natural web that sustains both humans and wildlife.

	The most dangerous aspect of this decline is that it is silent. Forests do not protest. Trees do not march on the streets. Animals do not vote. The damage happens quietly, year by year, until a point arrives where revival becomes nearly impossible. Guardians of the forest—tribal communities—are often ignored or displaced, further accelerating the destruction.

	India stands today at a crossroads. If we continue along the current path, the nation may retain its political boundaries but lose its ecological identity. The silent decline must be stopped through bold, visionary action. The concept of वन–राज्य (Forest States) emerges as a powerful answer, offering a chance to restore continuity, reverse fragmentation, and rebuild India’s green soul before it disappears forever.

	CHAPTER 3 — Wildlife at Risk

	India is home to some of the most unique, majestic, and ecologically important wildlife species on Earth. Tigers, elephants, lions, rhinos, leopards, snow leopards, and thousands of lesser-known species form the vibrant web of India’s biodiversity. Yet despite the existence of several conservation programmes, these species remain at risk. The reality is that projects such as Project Tiger, Project Elephant, Project Rhino, or Project Snow Leopard have succeeded only in slowing the decline—not in reversing it. They are not designed to create abundance; they are only designed to prevent extinction.

	Project Tiger, often celebrated as a global conservation success, has stabilized the tiger population in certain reserves. But tigers outside protected areas continue to vanish. The reason is simple: a tiger reserve is only a small island of protection. The tiger’s natural range once extended across the entire subcontinent, requiring vast, continuous forests for movement, mating, and hunting. Today, reserves are surrounded by roads, farms, and human settlements. The tiger numbers may look stable, but the species is living under constant pressure, confined to shrinking islands with no safe corridors.

	Project Elephant faces similar limitations. Elephants are migratory animals, walking hundreds of kilometers following ancient routes. No project can succeed if those routes are blocked by highways, railway lines, mining belts, and cities. Thousands of elephants are forced into conflict every year because their paths have been cut. Without restoring landscapes, no conservation scheme can ensure their long-term survival.

	Smaller species face even greater risks. Animals such as wolves, wild dogs, deer, reptiles, and birds do not receive the same level of protection or attention. Their habitats shrink silently as grasslands, wetlands, and scrublands disappear. Conservation efforts are almost entirely forest-centric, ignoring other equally important ecosystems. A country cannot save wildlife by saving only a few flagship species. Biodiversity is a complete system—if even one part weakens, the entire structure becomes fragile.

	Another challenge is that protected areas cover only a small fraction of India’s land. Even within these areas, human activities like grazing, road construction, tourism pressure, and illegal resource collection continue. Poaching has reduced in some areas but remains a threat in others. Conservation budgets are far too small compared to the scale of the problem. Forest departments are often understaffed, overworked, and lacking modern technology.

	Most importantly, conservation projects are not future-oriented. They aim to maintain current populations, not to help species expand into new regions or reclaim their historical ranges. For a country as large and diverse as India, protecting wildlife in limited pockets is not enough. Animals need freedom to move, breed, migrate, and thrive. They need entire landscapes, not fenced fragments.

	This is why India requires a radical rethinking of conservation. The creation of 20 वन–राज्य (Forest States) changes the framework entirely. Instead of attempting to protect wildlife within human-dominated states, we shift toward states where wildlife becomes the primary priority and forests the dominant landform. Such a model allows species to grow naturally, freely, and abundantly—finally giving India the chance to become a true global sanctuary for all forms of life.

	CHAPTER 4 — A New Vision for India

	Imagine an India where forests are not confined to maps or reserves but spread across entire regions like they once did centuries ago. An India where elephants walk freely without encountering railway lines, where tigers roam across connected landscapes instead of isolated pockets, where rivers flow clean through dense green corridors, and where every species—from the smallest insect to the largest mammal—finds a safe, thriving home. This vision is not a fantasy. It is a bold, achievable dream: to make India the world’s largest and most diverse home of flora and fauna.

	Today, the world recognises India as a country of rich culture, spirituality, languages, and traditions. But few know that India historically held one of the highest biodiversities on the planet. Our forests once stretched without interruptions, our rivers supported thousands of species, and our wildlife was so abundant that early travellers wrote of jungles “alive with movement.” What changed was not nature—it was our priorities. With population growth, economic pressure, and modern development, conservation became a secondary concern. This book proposes a reversal of that trend.

	The new vision is to place forests and wildlife at the center of India’s national identity and future. Instead of shrinking habitats, we expand them. Instead of protecting a few endangered species, we create space for every species to multiply. Instead of isolated sanctuaries, we build entire states where nature dominates—forests covering 90–95% of the land, protected by both tribal wisdom and scientific planning. These 20 वन–राज्य (Forest States) will not be administrative burdens but ecological treasures—living lungs for the country and the world.

	What makes this vision powerful is that it combines tradition with innovation. Tribal communities have protected forests for centuries through their knowledge, rituals, and lifestyle. They know how to live with nature, not against it. By empowering them as guardians of the Forest States, we revive India’s oldest relationship with the land. At the same time, modern ecological science—GIS mapping, wildlife tracking, habitat restoration, genetic studies—can guide rewilding, species introduction, and forest regeneration. This fusion creates a conservation model unlike any in the world.

	The dream goes beyond India’s own species. With controlled, ethical partnerships, India can become host to species that are declining elsewhere—whether from South America, Africa, or Australia—creating safe zones for global biodiversity. No other country has India’s combination of climate diversity, landmass, rainfall patterns, and ecological history. If planned properly, India can become a sanctuary not only for native wildlife but for the world’s endangered species.

	This vision also strengthens India’s global position. In a world threatened by climate change, extreme weather, and shrinking resources, the nation that protects nature the most becomes the nation that leads the future. Dense forests stabilise climate, attract global respect, and create ecological wealth that lasts generations.

	A new India is possible—an India where protecting life in all its forms becomes a national pride and a global example. A country remembered not only for its civilisation but for its commitment to the planet. This is the India we dream of. This is the India we can build.

	 

	 

	CHAPTER 5 — Learning from Tribal Wisdom

	Long before modern conservation laws, wildlife boards, or protected areas existed, India’s forests were guarded by those who lived closest to them—the Adivasi and tribal communities. These communities form the oldest ecological guardians of the subcontinent. Their relationship with nature is not based on exploitation but on respect, coexistence, and spiritual connection. In their worldview, forests are not resources; they are relatives. Animals are not threats; they are companions in a shared world. This ancestral wisdom forms the foundation upon which India can build a new conservation future.

	The Adivasi understanding of forests is holistic. They know that the health of a forest depends not only on the trees but on the soil, water, insects, birds, and seasonal rhythms. They use forest produce—such as fruits, leaves, honey, bamboo, and medicinal herbs—without damaging the ecosystem. Their traditions teach them to take only what is needed and to give back through rituals, seed scattering, and protection of key species. Modern science often discovers these principles now, but tribal societies have practiced them for thousands of years.
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