
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


THE MIRROR’S TEMPTATION
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Chapter 1 – Ellie’s Miserable Life
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London’s rain had a way of seeping into the bones, and for Ellie Harper, it had long seeped into her soul.

She avoided mirrors—not out of superstition, but self-preservation. Every reflection was a reminder of her ordinariness: the uneven hair, the pale skin, the awkward posture that betrayed a lifetime of insecurity.

Her colleagues at the insurance office snickered behind her back, whispering jokes disguised as pity.

The barista at the café always looked past her, as if she were invisible. Even her family, though well-meaning, carried that silent, unbearable disappointment in their eyes—the kind that said, “If only she were different.”

Her only refuge was her mother, Margaret, who now lay frail and fading in a small hospital bed. One morning, when the city fog pressed against the window like a ghost, her mother whispered with trembling lips:

“Ellie... go see Aunt Agatha. She can help you, my dear.”

Ellie blinked in confusion. Aunt Agatha?

The woman was a legend in family whispers—eccentric, reclusive, rumored to dabble in witchcraft. She lived at the edge of London, where the air was thick with ivy and forgotten things.

Ellie wanted to dismiss it. But desperation is a strange companion—it makes even the most irrational ideas seem logical.

That night, with a single suitcase and her mother’s blessing, Ellie walked through the wet, empty streets, the yellow lights reflecting on the puddles like melted gold.

Every step toward Agatha Blackwood’s home felt like a step away from the person she had been—a ghost of a woman defined by shame and rejection.

When she reached the old house, it loomed like a living creature—dark, breathing, and full of secrets.
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