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Educate yourself.

Read like a wolf eats.

Feel free to give this book to anyone free of charge.

Be excellent to each other.

In this retelling, as in all my retellings, I have tried to make the work of literature accessible to modern readers who may lack some of the knowledge about mythology, religion, and history that the literary work’s contemporary audience had. 

Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you permission to translate this book, copyright your translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original retelling.)

I would like to see my retellings of classic literature used in schools, so I give permission to the country of Finland (and all other countries) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to the state of Texas (and all other states) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to all teachers to give copies of this book to all students forever.

Teachers need not actually teach my retellings. Teachers are welcome to give students copies of my eBooks as background material. For example, if they are teaching Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, teachers are welcome to give students copies of my Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose and tell students, “Here’s another ancient epic you may want to read in your spare time.”
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Dedicated to My Sister Brenda 
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Brenda wrote, “During COVID and when visitors were restricted from visiting their loved one in the assisted-living facility I worked at, a patient mentioned to me how much she liked spaghetti during a late-night conversation we had. She was a night owl like me. Her name was Dee. I called her “Gerdy.” Then she would say, “Dirty Gerdy,” and we’d laugh. On my way to work, I bought two spaghetti meals from Olive Garden. I left for work early that night. I went to work, set up outlet dinners in the dining room, went to her room and wheeled her down to the dining room where we had dinner together. At that time, the residents weren’t leaving their room and had their meals alone in their room. It was nighttime and everyone was already in bed, so I didn’t see a problem. She was so grateful and had enough food for three more meals. It was such a simple gesture, but during that time it meant so much to her and for me.”

Brenda once bought a newspaper at a gas station on Thanksgiving and tipped the female employee $5, and the employee cried.

Brenda wrote, “I do remember that. I also remember when George tipped a TeeJays waitress $100, and she cried. Our family does a lot of good deeds all the time: I unload people’s grocery carts when the people are in those electric scooters. If they are alone with a few groceries, I’ll leave cash for the cashier to pay for the groceries. I’ve had a lot of good deeds done to me when I didn’t have a lot of money. It feels good to pay it forward.” 

She added, “I just have one more thing to add and then I’m done. I’ve had a lot of people in my life do good deeds for me when I was at a low point on my life. I was at a low point for a very long time. David, you know what you’ve done for me, and I can never thank you enough. Martha paid for antibiotics for me when I had strep throat and didn’t have money. Rosa bought me groceries. Carla has done so much, and she had us over for Easter just after Chad died. When I say US, I mean all of my kids. She was so sick and ended up at the Emergency Room that same night. Frank gave me a car. And George buys my gas for me whenever he’s in Florida. And Mom and Dad were good people. I had a lot of good influences in my life that made me be a good person. At least I hope I’m a good person. I try to be someone Mom and Dad would be proud of.”

In a booklet she wrote about Hospice, Brenda wrote, “I used to send flowers to the funeral home, but years ago during the loss of my stepson, someone showed up to our door with a laundry basket of essential items: paper plates, plastic cups, trash bags, beverages, dish liquid, washing powder, napkins, and paper towels. Items I never knew we even needed until we needed them. Paper products are essential during this time. I have adopted this idea and now use it whenever we suffer the loss of a friend. I fill a laundry basket full of these essential items. We may also give restaurant gift cards to cover a dinner for an evening.”

Brenda also wrote, “I was a Hospice nurse for a patient in a facility, and I asked the nurse on duty to medicate my patient. She said she didn’t need it as she was sleeping, and the medications were PRN (as needed). I explained that she needed the medications. She said she can’t justify giving her medications. I said it’s called symptoms management. She said the patient will need to ask for the medication herself. I tried to educate the nurse, but she was offended and left the room. It’s important to be polite but firm. I make no apologies when I am advocating for someone who needs me. I had to call the Hospice doctor, who in turn called the facility nurse, who then quickly and efficiently medicated the patient as requested. Let’s face it, we’re not here to make friends. If it takes rudeness to do what’s right, I’ll be rude.”

***
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The doing of good deeds is important. As a free person, you can choose to live your life as a good person or as a bad person. To be a good person, do good deeds. To be a bad person, do bad deeds. If you do good deeds, you will become good. If you do bad deeds, you will become bad. To become the person you want to be, act as if you already are that kind of person. Each of us chooses what kind of person we will become. To become a good person, do the things a good person does. To become a bad person, do the things a bad person does. The opportunity to take action to become the kind of person you want to be is yours.

C.S. Lewis pointed out that we must do some things, we ought to do some things, and we want to do some things. The things adults must do include paying the bills. The things adults ought to do include exercise. One of the things that C.S. Lewis wanted to do was to read fairy tales. He said that as long as the things we want to do don’t conflict with the things we have to do and the things we ought to do, then go ahead and do them.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
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(in order of appearance)

Prince Henry: King Henry IV’s son and later King Henry V. In William Shakespeare’s Henry IV plays, he is known as Prince Hal.

Ned: Prince Henry’s companion.

Tom: Prince Henry’s companion.

Jockey: Nickname of Sir John Oldcastle, Prince Henry’s companion. In William Shakespeare’s Henry IV plays, he is known as Sir John Falstaff.

Two Receivers: King Henry IV’s tax and rent collectors.

John Cobbler: a cobbler and member of the parish watch. A cobbler makes and mends shoes and boots.

Robin Pewterer: a pewterer and member of the parish watch. Pewter is an alloy of tin and lead; a pewterer works with this metal.

Lawrence Costermonger: a fruit-seller and member of the parish watch. A costard is a kind of apple.

Derrick: a carrier and later John Cobbler’s apprentice.

Cutbert Cutter: a thief.

Vintner’s Boy. A vintner is a wine merchant and/or a wine maker. The boy, whose name is Robert, is a young servant in an inn that serves wine. 

King Henry IV: King of England.

Earl of Exeter: one of King Henry IV’s Lords.

Earl of Oxford: one of King Henry IV’s Lords.

Other English Lords.

Mayor of London.

Sheriff of London.

Lord Chief Justice of England.

Clerk of the Office.

Jailor.

Porter.

Archbishop of Canterbury.

Duke of York: King Henry V’s uncle.

Archbishop of Bruges: the French ambassador.

English Captain.

John Cobbler’s Wife. 

King Charles VI: King of France.

Prince Dauphin: King Charles VI’s son.

Lord High Constable of France.

Messenger.

French Herald.

French Soldiers.

French Drummer.

French Captain.

English Soldier.

English Secretary.

Attendants.

Lady Katherine: King Charles VI’s daughter.

Lady Katherine’s Ladies.

Duke of Burgundy: King Charles VI’s most powerful noble.

French Secretary.
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ALTERNATE CAST OF CHARACTERS
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The English Court and Officials

Prince Henry, later King Henry V.

King Henry IV.

Duke of York.

Earl of Oxford.

Earl of Exeter.

Archbishop of Canterbury.

Secretary to King Henry V.

Lord Mayor of London.

Lord Chief Justice.

Clerk of the Office.

Jailor.

Two Receivers.

Sheriff of London.

English Citizens: Friends of Prince Henry

Ned.

Tom.

Jockey (Sir John Oldcastle).

Thief (Cuthbert Cutter).

Tradespeople

Derrick, a carrier.

John Cobbler.

Wife of John Cobbler.

Robin Pewterer.

Lawrence Costermonger.

A Vintner’s Boy.

An English Soldier.

The French Court, Officials, and Military

Charles VI, King of France.

Lady Katherine, Princess of France.

Dauphin, French Prince. 

Archbishop of Burges.

Duke of Burgundy.

Lord High Constable of France.

Herald.

French Soldiers

Frenchman.

First Soldier.

Second Soldier.

Third Soldier.

Jack Drummer.

French Captain.
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CHAPTER 1
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Young Prince Henry, who was the son of King Henry IV of England, and his companions Ned and Tom had just finished robbing some English citizens. The citizens were two receivers who collected tax and rent money for King Henry IV.

“Come away, Ned and Tom!” Prince Henry said. “Let’s go!”

“Here we are, my Lord,” Ned and Tom said.

“Come away, my lads,” Prince Henry repeated, and then he added, “Tell me, sirs, how much gold have you gotten?”

“Indeed, my Lord,” Ned said. “I have gotten five hundred pounds.”

“But tell me, Tom,” Prince Henry said, “how much have you gotten?”

“Truly, my Lord,” Tom said, “some four hundred pounds.”

“Four hundred pounds?” Prince Henry said. “Bravely spoken, lads! But tell me, sirs, don’t you think it was villainous of me to rob my father’s receivers?”

A receiver receives money on behalf of another person; a receiver can be a treasurer. These receivers were tax and rent collectors.

“Why, no, my Lord,” Ned said. “It was only youthful tomfoolery.”

“Indeed, Ned, you say the truth,” Prince Henry said, and then he added, “But tell me, sirs, whereabouts are we?”

“My Lord,” Tom replied, “we are now about a mile from London.”

“But, sirs,” Prince Henry said, “I marvel that Sir John Oldcastle has not come away from the scene of the crime.” 

Hearing a sound, he looked up and said, “By God’s wounds, I see him coming now!” 

Sir John Oldcastle’s nickname was Jockey.

As Sir John Oldcastle arrived, Prince Henry greeted him: “How are you now, Jockey? What news do you bring?”

“Indeed, my Lord,” Jockey said, “such news as is current, for the town of Deptford has now risen with hue and cry after your man who parted from us last night and who has set upon and robbed a poor carrier.”

By “man,” he meant a kind of companion who was definitely subordinate to the Prince. 

When a person in the Middle Ages was robbed, he would shout for help. Citizens in the area were obliged to chase after the robber. In the redundant phrase “hue and cry,” “hue” means a shout or an outcry.

A carrier carries goods; he moves them from one place to another.

“By God’s wounds,” Prince Henry said, “you mean the villain who was accustomed to spy out our booties?”

The villain would seek information about who had booty — who had wealth — and who would be a good person to rob. 

“Yes, my Lord,” Jockey said. “He is the one I mean.”

“Now, he must be a base-minded rascal to rob a poor carrier!” Prince Henry said. “Well, it doesn’t matter. I’ll save the base villain’s life. Yes, I may. But tell me, Jockey, whereabouts are the receivers?”

“Indeed, my Lord, they are very near, but the best thing is that we are on horseback and they are on foot, and so we may escape them.”

“Well, if the villains come, let me alone with them,” Prince Henry said. “But tell me, Jockey, how much did you get from the knaves? For I am sure I got something, for one of the villains so beat me about the shoulders that I shall feel it for all this month.”
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