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“This is Kyle Winters, onboard Constant Warden Station, in the Nova Mundo System.” Kyle adjusted his headset, the hum of the space station’s corridors echoing softly in his ears. He looked at the small drone floating in front of him.

The camera focused on his face.

“This space station is one of the linchpin fortresses in the Maginot Line. The Maginot Line is the name given to the ring of star systems around Earth, providing a last line of the defence for our home world.” He paused. “Right now, war rages beyond the local hyper-gates as the Royal Navy fights to defend our Dominion against the dreaded religious fanatics of the Union. Constant Warden is under threat as a fierce space battle rages—”

“What are you doing?”

“Cut feed.” Kyle turned around, forcing a smile onto his face. “Hi, Eleanor.”

Eleanor frowned. “What are you doing?” She wsa resting her hand on her holstered pistol.

“Just getting some footage.”

“Kyle!”

“I'm a journalist...it's the right of the public to know what is going on.”

“You are not supposed to be down here. We're on a combat alert. Non-essential personal are supposed to stay in their quarters. Safe.”

“Locked away. Blind.”

“Safe.”

“Shackled. Blindfolded. Gagged.”

“If station security finds you down here—”

“I've got my papers in order.”

“As a visiting labourer assigned for cargo transfer.” Eleanor shook her head. “The shuttle bay is four levels up. We're in combat.”

“I pulled strings to get access here on Warden.”
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