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Let it all stop for good the wars... only the disarmament of all
weapons and disbandment of all the military forces will stop this
plus a change in attitudes…
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Intro by Andy N




“War is over
... If you want it.” ― John Lennon

 




Introduction

You would have thought after completing six books in our
Europa books you would have thought we would have researched and
lived through
all kinds of conflicts from conflict in both of the World Wars to
much more recent tragedies in Afghanistan and what is currently
happening in with Ukraine and Russia and would have seen everything
except we haven’t really.

 


Far from it if
you think about it.

 


It is
well documented elsewhere both in this book and other works that I
lost my Uncle Percy in the second world war and it has been a
question that has been in my life ever since. What if he wasn’t
killed leading his men in the gates of the machine guns? What would
have done? Would he have had children? Would he have gone back to
the way his life was before or would it have gone in a completely
different direction?

 


What would his
life being like back in peacetime?

 


And this is the
point of our next book. What is it like for soldiers when they
return from work? There are worrying stats for British soldiers – 3
to 6 per cent of homeless people an armed forces background. And a
worrying rate of suicide.

 


Europa 7 is a
study of life after war – where for some they were able to return
home after war and carry almost as before but for others the
reality is far darker and what was before has gone and perhaps
never to be seen again.

 


Nick’s poems in
this volume greatly cover Putin’s illegal war in Ukraine where tens
of thousands of Ukrainian and Russian soldiers have died, along
with a huge number of Ukrainian civilians, many victims of torture
and war crimes. Other poems include historical poems on World War 2
about the German and Japanese involvement.

 


Nick’s
poems like mine are a study of emotion about the reality of war
which scars families during and after for generations whether in
wartime or in peacetime.

 


On my
side, I like to think my Uncle Percy would have come back home to
live a happy and fulfilled life. The reality would have likely
being closer to what my own father experienced returning from war
only a few years later in the Korean War.

 


A sense of loss
not as much for those who didn’t return but rather how do they
sleep after what they had done.

 


Andy N

March 2023

 


 


 



Andy N Poems
Europa 7 – The
Aftermath Post Script (After the War - 25 Scenes in
Peace)

 


I

 


Count the
silence;

The
peacefulness of the ocean

And the
children

Running in and
out of the waves

Unaware off the
invasions

And the
deaths

that poured
over the beaches

Centuries
ago.

 


Count the
silence;

Everything that
has gone on before

And how times
have gone

Passing by from
century to century

Like strangers
in the night

And how the
beach now feels

Like a painted
field

Covering over
everything that went before.

 


 


 

II

 


If you listen
carefully enough

You can hear
them cry out

Across the
graveyard with relief

That their war
ended

Generations
ago

Putting their
shadows to seed
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