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Ten Short Stories: Wordsworth Shorts 31 – 40 is a Wordsworth Collection of ten short stories, all of which have previously been published as standalone Wordsworth Shorts.

––––––––
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31. The Bonfire Party has been published in Take a Break, Twee Tales, Twee Tales More, and Five Stories For Autumn, and in 2022.

32. The Little Orphan Girl has only been published as a Wordsworth Short, in 2022.

33. Paper Roses has been published in The People’s Friend and Words Worth Reading, and in 2024.

34. The Kite Festival has been published in The People’s Friend and Words Worth Reading, and in 2024.

35. Harvey’s Festival has been published in Words Worth Reading and in 2024

36. The City of Glasgow has been published in Words Worth Reading and in 2024.

37. The Weather Can Be Murder has been published in Words Worth Reading and in 2025.

38. The Egg Thief has been published in Words Worth Reading and in 2025.

39. Elvis is Missing has been published in Words Worth Reading and in 2025.

40. Mavis Braithwaite Strikes Again has been published in Words Worth Reading and in 2025.
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31. The Bonfire Party
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(This short story has been published in Take a Break, Twee Tales, Twee Tales More, and Five Stories For Autumn, and in 2022.)

“It looks worse now than when we bought the place,” complained Katie.

“Oh, it’s not so bad,” replied Simon. “We’ll soon get it cleared.”

“Yes, but what’ll we do with all the rubbish?”

That one stumped her husband for a moment, and the two gazed sadly out at their wilderness of a garden. It had looked neat when they viewed the property. But the cottage was empty and the estate agents had obviously kept the grass mown while they showed around prospective buyers, and let it grow wild once they’d received a firm offer. Three months ago it had been, back in sunny July and in the middle of another drought.

“I know,” announced Simon. “We’ll have a bonfire.”

Katie rallied at the idea. “Instead of a house warming party you mean?”

“Yes. We can have a garden warming party instead.” They both laughed. “And it is bonfire night in a couple of weeks. At least then we won’t have people trampling all over the new carpets.”

Katie liked the idea and immediately began making lists: food to serve; drinks to buy; people to invite; and so on.

Lavender Cottage looked nothing like its name at this time of year, and anyway, it wasn’t lavender but wisteria that clambered all over the walls. It was like a dream come true for Katie, who had always longed for a place in the country.

Their nearest neighbours were a good hundred feet away, in Rye House, and although they had a defined garden each, they shared a strip of land between, which was also overgrown.

“That’s where we’ll put the bonfire,” said Simon.

“I’d better check it’s okay with the neighbours,” agreed Katie. “In fact, I might just invite them too.”

~
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LATER THAT DAY, AFTER they’d unpacked as many boxes as they felt able, Katie ventured out and knocked on the neighbours’ painted blue front door. An Indian lady, who was wearing a yellow and red sari with a crimson spot on her forehead, greeted her.

“Oh...hello,” said Katie. “I’m from next door.”

The lady’s face broke into a huge smile. “Welcome to your new home.” She opened the door wider, as if to invite Katie in.

“I can’t stop, I’m afraid. A bit busy – you know how it is.”
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