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    To the Author of Truth,whose Word cannot be rewritten,whose Kingdom cannot be shaken.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "They will hold to a form of godliness but deny its power." — 2 Timothy 3:5

"Every counterfeit gospel still uses Christ's name; it's the definition it changes." — Author's Note

      

    


Introduction: When the Cross Becomes a Campaign

I didn’t set out to write a political book. I set out to write a theological one.

But lately, it’s become impossible to separate the two — not because the Gospel has changed, but because politics has decided to borrow it.

For years I’ve watched the slow conversion of faith into policy language, of compassion into code. I’ve heard pastors quote Scripture the way consultants quote slogans, and I’ve seen politicians build platforms in the name of Jesus while ignoring the very cross that makes His name holy. What once was sacred confession has become cultural currency.

I know this world well. I spent most of my life in California, where the progressive vision of compassion has already been institutionalized. There, the government speaks in moral tones: charity through taxation, equity through regulation, redemption through compliance. It’s the theology of grace rewritten as the machinery of government. And though the intentions may sound noble, the result is moral exhaustion — compassion without conversion, virtue without freedom.

When I moved to Texas, I stepped into a very different atmosphere. Here, faith still breathes freely. Here, compassion is still voluntary, not mandated. It reminded me that when people give by choice, the gift has meaning. When the state commands generosity, the soul stops growing.

That’s why a recent speech by Texas politician James Talarico caught my attention. He asked, “What would Jesus do about our tax system? What would Jesus do about education? About healthcare? About justice?” On the surface, those questions sound compassionate. But beneath them lies a theological shift as old as Babel — the attempt to make God the guarantor of our agendas.

Talarico’s version of Christianity doesn’t separate sin from system. It transmutes sin from the person to the institution, and therefore transforms Jesus from the Savior of sinners into the savior of government. In the name of compassion, it replaces repentance with reform. In the name of justice, it trades the Gospel for governance. It turns the cross into a campaign platform.

I don’t write this to attack a man. I write it to confront an idea — one that now defines much of modern progressive Christianity. It claims to free the Gospel from nationalism, yet it binds it to bureaucracy. It warns against confusing faith with politics, yet practices the very merger it condemns. It is a mirror image of the extremism it critiques, using religion to sanctify state power rather than state power to suppress religion.

But Jesus never redeemed a government. He redeemed people. He never preached to empires; He preached to souls. He healed the sick, not by revising public-health policy, but by touching a man’s skin. He restored Zacchaeus by calling him down from a tree, not by rewriting Rome’s tax laws.

The danger of progressive Christianity is not its compassion but its confusion. It replaces divine transformation with political simulation — a moral bureaucracy where grace should be. And grace, by definition, cannot be legislated. It can only be received.

This book is written for those who love both Christ and their country, but who refuse to confuse the two. For those who believe that the Gospel is not a policy manual, and that the Kingdom of God does not fit on a ballot. For those who sense that when Scripture becomes a slogan, something eternal is being lost.

The most dangerous heresies are not the ones that curse Christ’s name but the ones that borrow His vocabulary. Our age has forgotten that truth. Politicians now speak like preachers, and preachers like campaign managers. Compassion has become a slogan; righteousness, a strategy.

This is the line Christ drew when He said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”

This book exists to defend that line — before we lose it entirely.
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Chapter 1 — Jesus and Caesar Reversed
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When Faith Tries to Do the Work of Government, and Government Tries to Do the Work of God

In every generation, the Church faces a new temptation to fix the world on its own terms. For the zealots of Jesus’ day, the answer was revolution; for the Pharisees, regulation. Both believed that if they could only gain control of Caesar’s levers, righteousness would follow. Yet when Christ stood before Pontius Pilate, He ended the debate in a single sentence:

“My kingdom is not of this world.”

That declaration was not withdrawal from public life—it was a warning about jurisdiction. Christ drew the line that every generation keeps trying to erase. He did not come to overthrow Rome; He came to overthrow sin. He did not come to seize power; He came to break its spell.



1. The Transmutation of Sin

Sin, in Scripture, is always personal before it becomes cultural.

Adam sinned, not Eden.

Cain sinned, not the field.

David sinned, not Jerusalem.

When the prophet Nathan confronted David, he did not indict Israel’s “systemic monarchy.” He said, “You are the man.”

Progressive theology reverses this grammar. It teaches that moral decay flows upward from systems rather than inward from souls. Poverty, injustice, inequality—these become the new original sins. The individual is no longer fallen but framed by faulty institutions. The Gospel of repentance becomes the gospel of reform.

James Talarico’s message fits precisely into this inversion. When he asks what Jesus would do about taxes or health care, he implies that salvation can be administered through policy. But systems cannot repent. Only people can. Rome’s corruption did not stop when its tax code changed; it stopped, one soul at a time, when Romans met Christ.

When sin is defined as structural, repentance becomes impossible—and that is the point. Collective guilt demands collective solutions, and collective solutions require collective control. The state becomes priest and confessor; Caesar takes the keys once given to Peter.



2. The Substitution of Grace with Governance

Grace begins where coercion ends. It is an act of the will, a miracle of consent.

The Good Samaritan stopped by choice; he was not fined for walking past.

Zacchaeus gave half his goods to the poor because grace found him, not because Rome rewrote a tax statute.

Government can restrain evil, but it cannot redeem it. Laws can punish the thief, but only grace can make him honest. When we turn governance into grace, we build a bureaucracy of moral theater—virtuous intentions enforced at gunpoint. Compassion ceases to be love once it becomes mandatory.

California is a living parable of this principle. Its laws preach equality, its agencies sermonize about inclusion, and yet loneliness, despair, and homelessness spread faster than funding. The problem is not that compassion is wrong; it’s that compassion has been nationalized. The state can distribute money but not mercy.
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