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PREFACE




Evade the Tourist Herds and Enter Into An Insider’s Central Oregon.




Renowned and unknown history, hidden delights and fascinating stories pervade the history of central Oregon. This kaleidoscope of discovery, architecture, personalities, egos, scandals, conflict, are surrounded by sheer natural beauty creating a vivid tapestry defining over nearly two centuries.




This guide transports you geographically and photographically to the precise famous and infamous locations where history occurred. The scenes may sometimes appear ordinary, weird, but often illuminate the physical background and descriptions behind events. Many of the narratives defy believability, yet they are true.




This Twisted Tour Guide is your alternative to conventional travel. It accommodates the restless visitor, tourist and resident seeking a unique and different perspective to traditional tourism. Central Oregon remains one of the most naturally stunning, beguiling, historic and fascinating regions within the United States. Welcome to one on the most useful, eclectic and enlightening introductions.
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Devil’s Churn: Satanic Unruliness Amidst A Swirling Inlet

Yachats (Oregon State Park Pass Needed For Parking)




Devil’s Churn is aptly named. The subterranean land formation is accessible by a descending stone stairway. Regardless of weather, its jagged rock base is a reminder of just who is in control of nature…no one.




The inlet was carved following thousands of years of wave actions shaping the basalt shoreline. The waves formed a deep-sea cavern whose roof eventually collapsed. The subsequent 100-foot crevice funnels momentous energy, as waves are compressed within. The ensuing spillage of spray and sea foam creates violent explosions and arbitrary hurling of water. The sequential drama of Devil’s Churn resembles a vortex lashing out violently in all directions with the ferocity a whip’s tail. 




Sprays may vault thirty feet in height. Individuals securely fastened to overhanging ledges may discover themselves instantly drenched.




For those daring enough to navigate the walkway to its base, the turbulence is a worthy spectator performance. Debris is tossed and potential menace is a real threat. The impressive crown of Cape Perpetua, suspended 700 feet above the Churn, makes the descent into Hades particularly imp
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The Turbulent Cauldron of Central Oregon’s Devil’s Punchbowl

Otter Rock Marine Reserve




Situated in the Otter Rock Marine Reserve in Central Oregon, the Devil’s Punchbowl offers spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean and whale watching during the migration season. The Punchbowl is speculated to have been created by two carved cave roofs eventually collapsing after centuries of pounding by the ocean’s surf. The hollowed out rock formation resembles a hefty shaped bowl vulnerable to the relentless incoming waves. The center embraces a violent mix of churns, foams and swirls creating the appearance of a witches brew.
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Oregon Sand Dunes National Park: North America’s Largest Expanse of Dunes

Coos River to Florence




The Oregon Sand Dunes stretches forty miles north from the Coos River in North Bend to the Siuslaw River in Florence along the coast. This territory comprises the largest expanse of coastal sand dunes in North America.




The most prominent feature of the dunes is their absence of exploitation and noticeable human intervention. The terrain is unspoiled and represents millions of years of wind and rain erosion. Some of the dunes elevate to 500 feet above sea level. Our ancestors viewed the identical beauty centuries before with the same sense of wonderment and appreciation.




Recreational opportunities are interspersed including off-road vehicle use, horseback riding, hiking trails and camping. Unlike so many natural wonders spoiled by the demands for amusement, these facilities wane into the background insignificant amidst the pristine elegance of nature’s simplicity. Can one truly become blasé over such splendor?
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Paulina Falls:

Highway 21, LaPine 




Located on the outskirts of Bend, Paulina Falls is a two-tiered waterfall located within the Newberry Volcanic Monument. The plunge originates from Paulina Lake and is notable for its side-by-side descent of 80 feet that surrounds a small island at the edge of the cliff. A trail leads to the bottom and top of the waterfall. Access into Newberry Caldera along with summer trails is closed off during the winter months due to snow.
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Hosmer Lake:

Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway, (20 Miles West of Bend)




Hosmer Lake is a natural body of water located in the central Cascade Mountain Range approximately 20 miles west of Bend. It is positioned nearly 5,000 feet above sea level and part of a volcanic landscape. The lake was originally designated as Mud Lake before becoming renamed after Bend naturalist Paul Hosmer. The site is located approximately 5 miles west of Mount Bachelor in the Deschutes National Forest.




Game fish not commonly eaten including carp populated the native fish stock. The water was treated with rotenone in 1957 and then restocked with Atlantic salmon. The landlocked salmon experiment was later augmented with brook trout and deep-bodied salmon. Fly-fishing is the sole sport permitted and salmon must be released when caught. 




Encroaching vegetation has steadily tuned Hosmer Lake into a marsh. The bottom consists of mud and peat. Mosses and aquatic plants restrict the open water. Water lilies and bulrushes are a visible presence.




Three dozen campsites, a paved boatramp and access to hiking and horse-riding trails are prevalent. Snow annually blocks access to the lake between the winter months generally until late spring.
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Green Lakes/Soda Creek Trail:

Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway, (25 Miles West of Bend)




The Green Lakes/Soda Creek Trail is heavily frequented hiking terrain that serves as an access point to the Three Sisters Wilderness. Located approximately 25 miles west of Bend, the routing follows an attractive creek with extensive views of waterfalls and rapids. Falls Creek Falls skirts the edge of a dramatic lava flow. It enters into a wide-open plain. From the shores of its namesake pools, it offers views of two of the region’s most notable peaks, Broken Top and South Sister.




The standard hike extends approximately 9.5 miles roundtrip passing the first two lakes within the Green Lakes basin. The timeframe may be extended to 11 miles if continuing to three emerald-tinged reservoirs. Mid-October experiences cooler temperatures along with initial seasonal snowfalls. A Central Cascades Wilderness Permit is mandatory for hiking between June 15 and October 15.
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Sparks Lake:

Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway, (27 Miles West of Bend)




Sparks Lake is a natural water body near the crest of the central Cascades located approximately 27 miles west of Bend. The namesake is Lige Sparks, a 19th century regionally based rancher. 




Sparks Lake is the remnant of a larger lake that has become partially filled with sediment and vegetation. It lies in a closed basin formed by the lava flows of the Three Sisters and Mt. Bachelor volcanic system traced to the early Holocene or late Pleistocene era. The lake is fed by the snowmelt from the South Sister and Broken Top mountains. The waters may be observed flowing into crevasses and outcrops along the southwestern shores and feeding springs in the Crane Prairie Reservoir tributaries.




The lake supports brook and stocked cutthroat trout. Fly-fishing is the only form of angling permitted. Other recreation options include hiking and dispersed camping. 
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Devil’s Lake/South Sister Trailhead:

Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway, (29 Miles West of Bend)




Devil’s Lake is located approximately 29 miles west from Bend. It was named after a Siletz tribal legend. A colossal snake-like creature would emerge and drag unsuspecting canoes below the water surface. The indigenous name for the beast Michemanetue became translated into Lake of the Evil Spirit. The lake was speculatively formed around 14,000 BC when sand dunes blockaded a valley. European settlers labeled the lake Devil’s Lake during the 1840s and the climbing trail Wikiup Plains.




The trail enters the Three Sisters Wilderness region shortly after leaving the trailhead necessitating a hiking permit. South Sister is the third tallest mountain in Oregon and the highest of the famed three-sister chain.




The circumference of the lakeside trail and the crystalline waters remains an intoxicating presence. The poetic equilibrium has continued to seduce former inhabitants, touring visitors and even demonic creations since its inception.




[image: Image][image: Image]




[image: Image][image: Image]




[image: Image][image: Image]




[image: Image]


Elk Lake Resort/Guard Station:

Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway, (32 Miles West From Bend)




Located 32 miles west from Bend, the Elk Lake Resort is a popular family camping, dining and recreational playground. The resort features thirteen buildings including a main lodge, cabins and general store. During the summer months, the facility offers boat rentals for fishing, boating and swimming. During the winter, the resort accommodates snowmobiles and backcountry skiing. 




The Elk Lake Guard Station located nearby was constructed in 1929 on the north shore of Elk Lake. Initially the station was staffed on a transient basis whenever a ranger from the Bend District office was in the area. It is currently employed as a home base for Forest Service personnel protecting forest resources, maintaining facilities and aiding summer visitors to the region. The guard station is located just off Forest Road 46 at an elevation of 4,921 feet.
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Cultus Lake:

Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway, (50 Miles West of Bend)




Cultus Lake is a glacier formed water body located approximately 50 miles west of Bend. The name originates from the Chinook verbiage translation of bad, worthless or in vain. During the early 19th century, the area was abundant with beavers stimulating early settler prospecting for furs.




The natural lake is located at the base of the Cultus Mountains that extends approximately two miles. The depth has been recorded at 211 feet. Several species of trout inhabit the lake including rainbow, mackinaw and brook. The lake is popular amongst fly fisherman.




Two miles south is a smaller lake called Little Cultus Lake that is severed by Cultus Mountain. That lake empties to the east via Cultus Creek that flows into Crane Prairie Reservoir.




The surrounding forests are composed of Ponderosa Pines, Western White Pine and Douglas-Fir trees. The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife manages the lake for natural and hatchery production of rainbow and brook trout. The lake features diverse recreational uses including water skiing, sailing, jet skiing and boating. Campsites are available along with 23 cabins and a lodge with a restaurant and store.
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Oregon’s First Territorial Murder

Jeremiah Mahoney Murder Site:

8 Miles South of Corvallis Along Highway 99W (North of Monroe)




Oregon’s first official murder was the result of a familiar era complaint, land encroachment. During 1845 at an advanced age, Nimrod O’Kelly arrived into the Oregon Territory via the Overland Trail. As was the custom established by Oregon’s Provisional Government, he staked out a one-square-mile land claim (640 acres) in the core of the fertile Willamette Valley. Three years later, the U.S. Government took possession of Oregon and clarified the size of land claims to one square mile for married couples and a half-square mile for unmarried citizens.




O’Kelly claimed that he was married, but his wife and family remained in Missouri awaiting a future voyage west. Being recognized as married entitled him to his entire square mile allotment. His story seemed fabricated however to many locals when no wife or accompanying family had arrived by 1852. Single men frequently solicited for marriage partners simply to consolidate their land claim.




Neighbors steadily encroached upon his land claim. O’Kelly maintained throughout that he was legally married. Jeremiah Mahoney was so convinced that O’Kelly was cheating the system, that he filed a competing claim against Mrs. O’Kelly’s half share (320 acres). He began living and working on the land. His actions infuriated O’Kelly. They also shared a cultural religious difference that mattered in their native Ireland. O’Kelly was Catholic and Mahoney Protestant.




On May 13, 1852, O’Kelly shot Mahoney to death during one of their disputes. Afterwards, he walked on foot to Corvallis (then Marysville) to turn himself in and make a legal statement over what had occurred. He claimed that the shooting was self-defense. Despite his protestations, he was arrested.




During his June trial, he was found guilty of first-degree murder disregarding his official plea of self-defense and defense of property. He was sentenced to hang in August. His wife Sarah and his family finally arrived in October.




His sentence proved unpopular amongst numerous citizens from neighboring communities. They signed petitions protesting the sentence. Following two years of legal maneuvering, the Oregon Supreme Court upheld the conviction. During this period, he lived with his family awaiting his dreaded visit to the gallows. 




His hanging was delayed on three occasions. Governor John Pollard Gaines postponed the first. The second was stayed by the Oregon Territory Supreme Court and third canceled by Governor John Wesley Davis, who commuted the sentenced into two years of incarceration. O’Kelly thought the judgment was still unfair, but he was prepared to serve out his sentence.




By then at the age of 74, O’Kelly’s integrity was regarded as indisputable. He voluntarily walked without guards to the Oregon Territorial Penitentiary in Portland to commence his sentence. In March 1856, Governor George Law Curry officially pardoned him.




His land claim remained unsettled. He traveled east on foot and horseback along the Oregon Trail. His return concluded via train to the U.S. General Land Office in Washington D.C. He encountered additional bureaucratic resistance, so he simply came back to Oregon and lived with his family. He would die during 1864 with his claim still unresolved.




Eventually in 1881, the federal government transferred posthumously title for his full square mile of land into the private ownership of O’Kelly and his wife. His settlement would be named Jennyopolis. Today the boundaries are impossible to isolate. The terrain remains rural farmland located approximately 8 miles south outside of Corvallis on Highway 99W. The Long Tom River traces the routing of 99W and the closest community is Monroe to the south. The notoriety of the O’Kelly-Mahoney dispute was long ago consigned to historians, an ironic conclusion to barren land that two men were amenable to kill over.
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A Pioneer Murder, Hanging and Missing Treasure

George Beale’s Former Bar Location (Grand Hotel):

201 Liberty Street SE, Salem

Delaney House:

4292 Delaney Road SE, Salem

Salem Hanging Grounds (Pringle Park):

606 Church Street SE, Salem




In 1824, George Beale was born in Botetourt County, Virginia and in 1843 he made his first wagon train trek to the Oregon Territory. He married his first wife Sarah in 1848, but she died seven years later. In 1852, he made a second trans-continental wagon train voyage. He married his second wife Mariah the same year that his first wife died. With her, he fathered two boys in 1857 and 1858.




Daniel Delaney arrived in Oregon in 1843 on a wagon train with several families. He departed from Tennessee where he had owned a plantation. He had difficulty selling his slaves before departure as he did not wish to break up any families by selling them to different owners. He eventually succeeded in selling them all to a single plantation manager before heading west. His five sons accompanied him and he established a settlement in Turner, Oregon just outside of Salem. His son David constructed a house nearby. 




Delaney was 71 years old and considered wealthy having brought a considerable amount of money with him. He raised cattle and enjoyed entertaining and hosting guests overnight. As the Oregon Territory had no banks, settlers had no choice but to hide their money in creative locations.




George Beale was reportedly a frequent visitor to Delaney’s ranch and had enjoyed his hospitality. Some accounts indicated that he had even worked for him at one time. He envied Delaney’s wealth and knew that a recent cattle sale had bloated his cashflow. He spoke openly with confidants about the ease of eliminating Delaney and stealing his cash rumored to amount to $45,000-$50,000 in $20 gold pieces. Beale speculated that he knew many of the hiding locations.




Beale was genial and well liked in Salem. He operated a saloon where the Marion Hotel would be later constructed shortly afterwards and then destroyed by fire in 1971. The site is currently the Grand Hotel. Beale recruited one of his clients, George Baker who frequently became drunk at his establishment. Baker had run up a significant bill and eventually agreed to assist Beale in a planned heist of Delaney’s gold. Baker had recently arrived in Salem as a butcher by trade and stirred up gossip due to his Native American wife.
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