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Chapter 1 – Isamar
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Los Angeles, California.

Two years later.

Time had brought calm, at least on the surface. In an elegant Los Angeles home, far from the fire and blood that marked the past years, XL held her daughter in her arms with a tenderness that contrasted with her history. The little girl’s name was Isamar, a name that was not accidental. It was a pact. A truce. A symbol of hope born from the ashes of a war.

Isamar. Isa for Isabella. Mar for Margarita.

A name that united the impossible.

XL frequently called Panama. Video calls with Isabella and Camila were part of her routine. In a soft, almost nostalgic voice, she told them how her daughter was born, how everything was changing. But she also insisted on something deeper: reconciliation. She wanted her friends and Margarita to find peace. To leave behind the years of betrayal, revenge, and death.

“I want Isabella to be the godmother,” XL said over and over.

And she meant it.

Meanwhile, life in Los Angeles flowed with apparent normality. Margarita Guzmán had left behind her image as a war queen and now ran a successful chain of restaurants. XL, on her part, launched her own tequila brand: Rey Mateo, in honor of the one who was no longer there. No one knew the truth about the young man.

Officially, Mateo had been just another victim of urban crime. A boy who took the wrong path, killed by rival gangs. That’s what everyone believed.

But Margarita and XL knew what really happened.

And they swore never to speak of it.

Isamar was a new beginning.

But in the world of cartel queens, peace always comes at a price.
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