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CHAPTER 1: MY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
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Romans 8:38–39

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

INTRODUCTION:

In the Old Testament, God visited His people at certain times.

But after Jesus prayed in John 17, God became a habitational God, living inside of us. We no longer wait for God to “show up” — He already dwells within us. Our relationship is not of two separate beings, but one — we are now in Christ.


	
POINT 1 – GOD’S LOVE IS HABITATIONAL NOT VISITATIONAL:––––––––Listen to Jesus prayer for those who are now “In Christ”. In John 17:20-23 Jesus prays that we become one with each other and also one with Him and His Father. 

	He also prays that His Father’s love will be the same for us who are now “In Christ” as His Father’s love is for Himself.



John 17:21–23

“That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.”


	God is very emotional about us and loves us with an intensity and fervor we could never begin to explain with mere words. 

	When we read the Bible, we may even be tempted to allocate God’s love to head knowledge and thus be able to recite scriptures on God’s love but miss the very Spirit behind the words.

	God in His amazing wisdom put us into His Son Christ Jesus so that He could with the same intensity love us exactly the same way He loves His Son. 

	It was a brilliant move on God’s part He now sees us perfect and one in His Beloved.



Galatians 3:26-27

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

(Choose one or two of seven options:)


	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture






POINT 2 – GOD LOVES US AS HE LOVES JESUS



God placed us in His Son so He could love us with the same intensity He loves Jesus.

He sees us clothed in Christ, perfect and beloved.

This changes how we see ourselves and others — not as sinners trying to reach God, but as children of God through faith.



Galatians 3:26–27



“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”



For those of us now living “In Christ” it may be a paradigm shift in our thinking, but we must now see ourselves as one with God “In Christ”.  




	For the moment we as believers prayed that genuine prayer of accepting Jesus into our hearts and repenting of our sins was the moment God put us into Christ. 

	This renewing of our minds so to speak on our “oneness” now with God will even change our prayer life. 

	We no longer pray to God hoping something will change or happen for us but rather we pray with God according to His will on our individual situations knowing that things will change.









(Choose one or two of seven options:)


	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture






POINT 3 – OUR PRAYER LIFE IS NOW WITH GOD, NOT TO GOD



Being one with Him changes how we pray.

We no longer beg for answers — we pray with God, according to His will.

As Jesus did, we see what the Father is doing and speak it into reality.

Faith-filled prayer flows from relationship, not distance.



1 John 5:14–15



“If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us... and we know that we have what we asked of Him.”



John 5:19–20



“The Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing.”






	For those of us now living “In Christ” our relationship with our Father in Heaven is exactly the same as Jesus’ relationship with our Father. How can it be different with us being one “In Christ”? 

	If we examine closely Jesus and His Father, we will see Jesus as our example in this picture of one who walks in confidence and assurance of His Father’s love for Him. 

	Jesus never takes a posture of begging His Father for an answer to a desire or prayer but rather because of their “oneness” Jesus sees what the Father is doing first then acts accordingly in bringing that into our reality. 
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