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This book is dedicated to all those who would love to master the art of selling and sell their ways to freedom. 
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INTRODUCTION

One of the biggest obstacles that continuously holds people from attaining enduring happiness in the modern world is the financial constraint that steadily chokes and denies them the chance and capacity to materialize their great ideas or to effect the changes they want in their families, communities, nations and the world at large. Many of the people who have great intentions or ideas for their families, societies and the world are often frustrated or distracted as they keep running in circles and burning out themselves in various institutions, corporate organizations and industrial networks. Many times, these corporate institutions and networks tightly engage and ruthlessly drain people of the vibrant energies of their most productive years without enabling them to obtain the chance or resources to pursue the passions of creating the life or impact they want in their families, communities and the world before they die. Instead, the institutions and networks pay them just enough to enable them to afford food, shelter, gadgets, titles and other forms of shallow and individual entertainment. Just like carpenters without their carpentry equipment or doctors without their medical tools, many people lack the time and resources to support their families, communities or nations to build and sustain their systems of growth without being afraid of their employers’ intentions and reactions. 

This system of desperately working all their lives mainly for some slightly better variety of food, shelter, toys, titles and other shallow entertainment is the industrial bondage that people call the rat-race. And since many people lack the knowledge or courage to pursue other sources of income that can grant them the freedom to pursue and actualize their talents and passions for their families, communities, nations and the world, they remain stuck in those draining, overworked and underpaid institutions, organizations and industrial networks until they become old, weak and incapable of working to actualize  their dreams.

One of the many alternatives to this rat-race order of working in externally regimented schedules just for food, shelter, toys and titles is understanding and mastering the art of selling or flipping different types of property, especially cars. 

The end of the cold war around 1989 and 1991 increased the demand of wealth-creation for the golden age of capitalism. Along with this golden age of capitalism came an increased desire for people to express their individual liberty. And one of the ways through which people can express their individual liberty is by owning private cars. The significance of this private car-ownership is that by possessing a private car, an individual has the capacity, liberty and mobility to move around with ease and at his own leisure or pace. Hence, car-ownership became one of the main status symbols for the people both in the Western society and other parts of the world. And companies were more than eager to source materials and labour to produce newer cars for people to buy. 
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However, after this initial rush to own their private cars, some people become unable to maintain their private cars. Hence, due to their reckless driving, accidents or lack of proper maintenance, some people easily abandon their cars for newer ones, even on excess credit. These abandoned cars and other vehicles eventually become scraps that are left to rot away. 

Fortunately, these vehicles that seem to be abandoned can also be refurbished or pimped to radiate a new type of beauty, decency and utility, so that its former owners or new owners can still enjoy the vehicle without falling into bigger debts in the quest to acquire expensive brand new cars. This process of refurbishing, renovating or pimping used vehicles or other instruments for a new user is called flipping.  

It is, therefore, necessary to say that flipping is the process of identifying, polishing and radiating the life, beauty and efficiency in used property, whether it is a house, a car, a lawnmower or any other property. It is an art of resurrecting a comatose property for a new life; a special art of buying dirty to sell neat, or adding value to a used property so that they become useful and valuable.

Venturing into car-flipping became a liberating and lucrative way to express my admiration for the wonder, beauty, significance and liberating effects of automobiles, especially vintage cars. This venture enabled me to sharpen not only my capacity to understand cars, but also my ability to scout, acquire and sell different types of property. Of course, I was born in Ifite-Ogwari, which is very close to the commercial city of Onitsha, in Nigeria. I moved to Onitsha at the age of 13 to finish high school, where I engaged in buying and selling goods. It was there in Onitsha that I developed the desire for business, since the main source of living in Onitsha has been buying and selling various properties, with a special focus of building and retaining your client base. When I later moved to Australia in 2012, I began with and lived through the 9-5 job cycle. First, I worked as a nurse with the Baptist Care in Newcastle, New South Wales before moving to work with Maiwel Group Maitland, New South Wales as a community worker. I do understand the stress of finishing a shift tired and rushing to another one. I understand the rat-race of having to struggle to pay my bills. But after a few years, I decided to change my career and be my own boss. Hence, I started training on digital marketing with the Open University. Then I had a discussion with the owners to train for buying and selling cars at the ABCM Spare Parts Kooragang New South Wales. This single decision to learn how to buy and sell bought my freedom till date. I have been flipping and renting cars for 10 years, and so, wish to share the benefits of these years of experience, along with those of other successful business people, to those who are thinking about launching into the business world and to those who are already in their business, but need some help in upgrading their businesses.

This book aims to respond to the lack of knowledge in the art of selling in order to enable the reader to build wealth by steadily building and selling their values, their crafts, skills and products to the world. It begins with emphasizing the necessity and purpose of freedom in the human search for true happiness, which comes by identifying a problem in the marketplace, developing the solution to the problem and effectively marketing this solution to the world. And to distinguish between different types of happiness, it shows different types of freedom and how they lead people to either true happiness (and fulfilment) or to animal happiness (and emptiness). Finally, it aims to show the art of flipping cars as one of the major ways through which individuals can attain the necessary freedom for them to manifest their passions to the world, and thus attain true happiness in the modern world. A loving father can confidently recommend this book to his only son whom he wishes to train in the art of buying and selling. If an 18 year old girl picks up this book without prior experience in buying and selling, she is most likely to be very successful by following the steps outlined in this book.
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CHAPTER 1: Meaning and Purpose of Freedom

“There is no such thing as getting something for nothing. Apart from the air to breathe, you must develop and manifest something of value to get whatever you need from other people in a society, whether it is their wealth, ideas, service, respect or support.”

––––––––
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The parable of the prodigal son is a Christian bible story, which Jesus used to demonstrate the fatherly love and forgiveness that God has for human beings.​[1] This same story can also be used to demonstrate the meaning and purpose of freedom in the lifetime of every individual. 

The parable is that of a wealthy man who had two sons. And when the two sons had grown, the younger son requested that his father should give him his own inheritance as a share of the father’s wealth. His wealthy father pleaded with him to stay on to join them in the family business, but the younger son insisted on moving out with his inheritance in order to express his freedom. Hence, when the father gave him his share of the inheritance, the younger son sold off all his inheritance, and left with the money to a distant city. There in the city, he made lots of friends with whom he enjoyed his vast wealth of different luxuries. He also enjoyed the company and services of beautiful women since he inherited a lot of wealth and was eager to share it in expressing his freedom. After some years of lavish spending, his inherited wealth got exhausted, and his friends and beautiful women disappeared. He became so poor that he could not feed nor house himself. Since he had wasted all his money on quick pleasures, he became too ashamed to go back home. Therefore, he went to a pig farmer, to whom he offered his service of staying and attending to the pigs in exchange for some of the pig feed. 

Just like this prodigal son, some people fall from a life of riches, luxury and plenty into a life of poverty, lack and misery. This fall mostly happens when people miss the opportunity of using their time and resources to discover, develop and properly manifest their different capacities to steadily participate in building or contributing in a system or network of mutual growth with other members in a society. This system, network or relationship of mutual growth is one in which its various members are driven and enabled to develop their ability to render useful products or services that can support the other people in their various efforts to develop their own abilities. And it is by focusing on developing and using their products and services to support the others in a free or mutually growing system that people obtain wealth, respect and influence from the other people in the society. 

The prodigal son fell into poverty and misery because he did not use his available time and resources to develop the mentality, skills and products to steadily contribute to the reciprocal/mutually growing network of the new city to which he had relocated to express his personal freedom. 

Therefore, the most important purpose of freedom, whether it is the financial, intellectual, physical, legal, emotional or spiritual freedom, is for people to find and develop their ability to constantly participate in building and contributing to a reciprocal system of human relationships. 

Some people imagine that the sustainably wealthy people just lay down or sit down all day on big sofas, with their legs crossed over their magnificent tables, with rich Cuban cigar in their mouth, designer glasses on their eyes, custom-made expensive clothes on their bodies, gold-plated shoes on their feet, diamond jewelleries on their necks, 24 carat gold rings on their fingers and golden chalice of vintage wine in their hands, as they command their army of servants to respond to their wishes as they go about playing, swimming, partying or relaxing in their palatial mansions, private jets, beach houses, yachts or island. To the great disappointment of these observers, the most sustainably and trans-generationally wealthy people are those who have fully devoted themselves and their lineage to the culture and mentality of satisfying the needs of the people in their society and the world by always improving and extending their products and services to other parts of the world. And this steady contribution of their products and services to free and mutually growing systems is the major source of enduring happiness in human life.

This means that the ultimate purpose of freedom is to attain the enduring happiness that comes from finding, developing and manifesting your unique products and services in a mutually growing and supporting relationship or system. For this reason, the great writer, Napoleon Hill, notes that, 


“No man can be happy without some form of occupation. Many have tried to find happiness in idleness. They have failed. Enduring happiness comes through serving. All other forms of happiness are transitory and delusive.”​[2] 



He also maintains that:


“Nothing brings enduring happiness except achievement in that sort of service that brings happiness to others. Human longings cannot be satisfied by things of monetary value alone.”​[3] 



Contributing to such mutually growing and beneficial systems differs from contributing to different forms of dictatorial systems where people acquire and preserve most of their wealth by steadily supporting or serving any current dictator in order to keep getting favours from the dictator. Hence, a people cannot claim to be free if they live and operate in a system where they have to support the dictators in order to acquire or preserve their wealth, and will lose their wealth if they stop supporting the dictatorship.

​
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Negative and positive freedom

If a boy wishes to watch a football match in a stadium that is about ten miles away, but his father restricts him from going to the match by locking him at home to sleep, do his homework, chores or other things, it would be said that the father directly or physically denied him the freedom to go to the match. On another hand, if the boy’s father did not directly or physically restrain the boy from going to the match, but refused to give the him a car or transport fare that will enable him go to see the match, it would be said that the father denied him the instrumental freedom by not providing the essential elements that will enable him go. 

Thus, following the distinction of liberty by Isaiah Berlin, freedom may be broadly divided between the negative or passive freedom and the positive or instrumental freedom. While the passive or negative freedom liberates the individual from the physical restraints that may hold the individual from doing what the individual wants, the instrumental or positive freedom provides the relevant elements to enable the individual to do what he or she wants to do.​[4] Presently, the majority of the people in the world have this negative or passive freedom, but the positive and instrumental freedom seems more difficult to obtain. And this positive freedom is the most important type of freedom by which all people can attain true and enduring happiness. This positive freedom consists of both the material and non-material (spiritual, mental and social) resources that an individual requires to discover, develop and manifest his or her capacity to steadily contribute to a reciprocal system of growth.

From the parable of the prodigal son, it can easily be observed that although the prodigal son received all the material aspects of positive freedom as inheritance from his father, he did not develop the non-material aspects of positive freedom, which consist of the mental, spiritual and social resources that drive people to discover, develop and manifest their capacity to steadily contribute and earn from a reciprocal system of growth or a socio-industrial network. For it is only by steadily contributing in such a reciprocal system of growth that people build and preserve their wealth. 
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Wealth as a major element of positive freedom

Aristotle, who is one of the greatest philosophers in human history, maintains that happiness is an expression of the soul in considered actions, which also requires a modicum of external prosperity. So, any assertion against the acquisition or possession of wealth in the name of religion, virtue or philosophy is not only delusional, but deceptive.​[5] Despite the powers and ideas of people’s minds, they always need their physical body to actualize their dreams or social purpose; the human body will always need material wealth for its health, feeding, shelter and defence; and everybody needs material wealth as tools to work and fulfil their dreams in and for the world. Primarily, “wealth consists in what is produced and consumed: food, clothes, houses, vehicles, factories, tools, schools, books, and churches...”​[6] And secondarily, it consists of services that people render from their specialized skills in fashion, music, sports, arts, construction, transport, communication, industry or other sectors of the socio-industrial network of a society. This primary wealth is not created by money, but by applying scientific knowledge on land and mineral resources to develop relevant items for human use.​[7] Money is only a ticket that people agree to use, or are forced to use, to represent and exchange wealth.​[8] And without producing enough material wealth from the land and mineral resources, no amount of money circulation, ideas or skills can satisfy human beings’ basic needs. So, poverty means lacking steady products or services to exchange for other people’s products and services, with money as the medium of exchange. And a poor person is someone who is not commercially productive, or whose productivity is not properly rewarded by society.

In the previous section, we noted that the most important type of freedom is the positive freedom, through which people attain true and enduring happiness. This is the instrumental freedom that enables the individual to express their greatness by using the right mix of material and non-material resources (wealth) to discover, develop and manifest his or her capacity to contribute to the growth of a reciprocal or mutually benefitting system through their products and/or services. Without having access to those material and non-material resources (or wealth) as positive freedom, people will not be able to influence the world around them. Instead, they will keep adjusting to fit into any circumstance thrown at them or their loved ones. They will not be able to sustainably provide for their loved ones, or to defend themselves against invaders or the crude elements of nature like diseases, wild animals, temperature or other things.

From the previous story of the prodigal son, it could be seen that sustainable wealth is not just the winning, accumulation, inheritance, receiving or storage of huge physical property that is not organized and activated for the service of the society. For such inherited, received, accumulated and stored material property can easily be stolen, destroyed, lost, exhausted or even seized by a dictatorial government or other entities. Instead, sustainable wealth comes from a habit, mentality or culture of constant participation and contribution to the growth and sustenance of a stable socio-industrial network by steadily developing and manifesting one’s products and services to solve the problems or satisfy the needs of other people in the society. Napoleon Hill insists on the necessity of this steady contribution to a society, not only in acquiring, but also in preserving wealth as he writes:


“Nature balances her books and asks for an accounting every so often. When the accounting time comes, as it always does, those who have been lucky enough to acquire temporary possession of something for which they have not paid full value are forced to disgorge”​[9] “No man can be happy without some form of occupation... enduring happiness comes from service.”​[10]



Hence, the sustainability of a family’s or individual’s wealth in a mutually growing or reciprocal system can be determined by the consistency of their contribution and relevance in satisfying the needs or solving the problems of the people in the system through their products and services, not just in grabbing or storing material wealth that could be hijacked at any time. Even Jesus Christ told his disciples that anyone who wants to be great among them must voluntarily be the servant of the others. So, developing this attitude of service creates the mentality and habit for continued service to people in any society, which enables people to prosper wherever they find themselves. And even if they lose their initial earnings to accidents, violence or other forms of misfortunes, they can easily bounce back by using this habit, mentality or culture of service to relaunch with either their old service or a new service. It is from this sustained mentality of service to other people in a free society of mutual growth that people can obtain both the negative freedom from physical restriction, and the positive freedom that enables them to make the impact they desire to make in the world before they die. 

The absence of this habit, mentality and culture of continued service to their immediate community, nation and the world is one of the main reasons why some people who were once famous, rich and influential, like sportsmen, musicians and gamblers, go broke after a long time of affluence. What normally happens is that when such people hit the jackpot or attain fame and begin to earn lots of money, they easily ignore, forget or lose their sense of belonging and participation in their community or nation’s network of mutual growth or reciprocal system. And in thinking only about their superficial needs and wants, they begin to spend frivolously and to acquire some of the most exotic, luxurious and flamboyant objects like yachts, private jets, mansions, expensive pets like lions, tigers or jaguar and addictive toys like cars, gadgets, drugs and other elements that announce their new level of success. Eventually, since most of these flamboyant items are not connected to the service of their community, nation and the world, they cannot earn income for them. Instead, the high cost of their maintenance begins to drain the available wealth they made from their career, until they become broke, heavily indebted and unable to retain those exotic possessions. Hence, the best way to sustain once freedom remains developing the habit, mentality and culture of steadily participating in a reciprocal network of growth in the community, nation and the world. 

Sustaining the freedom as a capacity to steadily contribute to solving problems or satisfying needs of the people in a reciprocal system requires a high level of focus that enables the individual to specialize and become a master in making his product or rendering his unique service in the community, nation and the world. This specialization process is called mastery, and it is the key to steady relevance and accomplishment in a society.

​

Chapter 2: Mastering your craft – Mastery by Robert Greene

Around the late 1980s, many boxing fans were amazed by the speed and ease with which Mike Tyson knocked out most of his opponents. At one point, his knock-out timing became too short that while some of his fans were still purchasing tickets to watch a ten to twelve round of fight that was expected to last for about an hour or more, the ferocious Mike Tyson had already knocked out his opponent to end the fight in less than one minute. 

Although he was able to knock out most of his boxing opponents in a few minutes or even seconds, the perfection of his boxing skill took several years of dedication to channel his material and non-material resources into one of the greatest wonders ever seen in the entertainment world and boxing history. Being raised in the rough and dangerous neighborhood of Brownsville Brooklyn, and having lived in fear of most people around him, Mike Tyson was able to channel and transform his fear into a level of defensive aggression that manifested into one of the best arts in the boxing world. He once confessed that one of the secrets to his boxing style and strength was that he wanted to be up more than the people around him wanted him to be down. That meant that he had to be more aggressive than all the other people around him were.​[11] 

Just like Mike Tyson distinguished his craft by devoting his material and non-material resources to his craft, some other distinguished athletes in history like Usain Bolt, Kobe Bryant and Michael Jordan devoted several years of their lives to discover, develop and manifest the great performances that may only take a few minutes or hours to deliver. Other effective and distinguished people from different fields devoted several years of their lives to achieve the level of mastery that distinguished them in history. Even the big and enduring companies that have provided some of the greatest products and services through the centuries took several years and even decades to discover, develop and deliver the products and services that distinguished them in the world. And just like the individuals and firms, each individual can also achieve freedom and enduring happiness by devoting the necessary time and resources to discover, develop and manifest their unique gifts to the world. The process of mastery can be compared with the process of growing the cocoa tree, which requires several years of constant manuring, watering and pruning for it to mature and start bearing fruits for many more years to come. And this mastery is the most important element for people to steadily participate and contribute to a growing socio-industrial network. 

In “Think and Grow Rich”, Napoleon Hill expressed the necessity of specialized knowledge in a particular field, which enables individuals to focus their energy to a field to avoid being a jack of all trades and master of none. This mastery enables you to make the best product or service you can such that your customer’s experience with your products and services will make them want more, and even bring their friends and relatives to become your new customers. For no amount of shouting, branding, marketing or advertisements can compensate for a bad product or service. 

Marketing and advertisements get you seen by the people, but it is your good product and services that can keep your old clients and still attract you more clients. For word of mouth is both the most powerful marketing strategy and also the most destructive instrument if you do not handle your products well. If the word of mouth from your already existing clients is not bringing in new clients based on their personal experience with your products and services, there is a high probability that it is blocking your new clients. So, you must devote yourself to attain mastery first in your products and services before moving into the next level which is selling or marketing your products and services. Marketing is only the beginning of scaling for the mastery of your craft, your skill or your products. If you lack mastery of the craft, there is nothing tangible to market or scale. And even if you succeed in selling a few pieces in the beginning, you cannot sustain sales if people are not getting their desired satisfaction and convenience from your products or services.
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