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​Introduction
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In the shadowed halls of Mahadaya College, where Gothic arches meet the monsoon rains and secrets linger in every whispered corner, a story unfolds—one of knowledge buried, power contested, and truths too dangerous to be told.

Aarav, a young scholar from a forgotten town, steps into a world where intellect is a weapon, and every discovery carries a cost. Beneath the ivy-clad walls, ancient manuscripts bleed histories of forgotten alliances between faiths and sciences crushed by time and tyranny.

This is a tale of forbidden texts, secret societies, and the fragile line between illumination and obsession. Where chants of Vedas blend with Sufi poetry, and betrayals taste as bitter as storm-soaked earth.

“Dark Academia Thriller Set in India” plunges you into a world where the past refuses to stay buried, and the pursuit of truth demands sacrifice. Prepare to enter a labyrinth of shadows, where every candlelight flicker could be a beacon—or a warning.

Are you ready to pay the price of knowledge?
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​Chapter 1: The Arrival
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The train coughed him out like a secret it wanted to be rid of. Aarav tightened his grip on the canvas bag slung across his shoulder, his scholarship certificate folded like a talisman inside. Monsoon rain sheeted down, soaking the cracked cobblestone road that led toward Mahadaya College—its Gothic spires and moss-drowned walls rising out of the mist like some forgotten fortress.

The stone lions at the gate glared through cataracts of rain, their jaws green with lichen. Aarav paused under their gaze, feeling judged already—by beasts, by gods, by men.

Inside the main hall, the air was thick with damp incense and wet stone. Portraits of colonial founders, their paint peeling yet their eyes sharp as razors, hung along the walls. They seemed to watch each student file in, as though measuring futures like debt.
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