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        In acknowledgement of past history, experiencing the present technology period, and looking into the future, this story offers enduring threads woven together by the Immortal Observer: He who has witnessed it all and has helped this story find its way for me to put pen to paper.
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      I remember the sound of the stone, not the silence of the dead rock, but the hum … the low living vibrations that resonated through the towers of Tartaria. Where are the cities of copper domes and crystal towers, powered by ancient currents and airships driven by magnetic forces? They have all disappeared, but to where?

      I was born beneath the Sky Gate where the rivers met and the air shivered with energy. My mother said I was kissed by the Pulse Light and that was why I was different to the rest of my generation. My people were very tall, but I was much shorter in stature, and I learnt that thus I was given special powers, I was never going to age, my life was forever, and I would pass through many resets. I could not be tall like my ancestors as I was to become an observer, to go unnoticed. But I would never forget where I came from, because our civilization breathed in rhythm, we were built to align, not to conquer. It was a life of balance, but sadly the balance was not to last.

      We lived between the earth and the sky where every step was part of a larger journey, but was our journey coming to an end? Mother foresaw the balance of our civilization tilting, and change was about to happen. She told me not to be afraid, I would be forever protected, but to be prepared. I would become an Immortal being, an observer of a larger journey not just across land but through time, story and soul. She told me a carved stone stored Tartarian secrets and was buried beneath an ice shelf and would resurface when the age of awakening arrived.

      Our people were an advanced civilization; we harnessed the energy around us, we built domed buildings that helped supply energy. We were a magnificent civilization of free energy, grand domes, and where our spaceships floated through space on magnetic fields, enabling us to build steep towers and structures. We had aether-based technology. Inside our star-fort constructions we had sound-based healing and used astral navigation. Our people were very tall, allowing them to reach great heights and to build beautiful architecture that would last forever. We were deeply connected to the rhythm surrounding us, and we used it to our full advantage. Frequencies, vibrations and sacred geometry did all the work for us to become a civilization of self-sufficiency, but was that enough?
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      Suddenly I find myself somewhere strange: was this the beginning of my new journey, the one mother warned me about? The prophet Muhammad is finishing his pilgrimage from Mecca to Medina and after his arrival he writes the ‘Constitution of Medina’ which establishes the first Islamic state. This focuses on stability, freedom of religion and justice. The Islamic empire expands under his control. Muhammad dies and control passes on to his caliphs. His successors greatly expand the Islamic empire into North Africa, Egypt, Tunisia, the Iranian Peninsula and Central Asia. This provides the stability and influence necessary for the ‘Golden Age’ scholars. Several more caliphs rule and they expand further into the Atlantic coast of Africa, Spain and deeper into Asia, thus extending Islamic strength. Classical centres of learning in the region appear, the renowned hospital and medical academy at Jundishapur, and the famed library of Alexandria.

      The Abbasid caliphate forces clash with those of the Chinese Tang dynasty for control over the strategically valuable Syr Darya region. After this battle paper starts to be manufactured in the Middle East. The access to Baghdad is founded by the Abbasids. Built on the banks of the Tigris River, near the ancient city of Babylon, Baghdad becomes the largest city on earth and serves as a trade centre between Africa and Asia. The fifth Abbasid caliphate, Harvun al-Rashid, begins the original ‘House of Wisdom’ by collecting large numbers of scholarly works. This was the beginning of the ‘Translation Movement’ which formed the basis for algebra, and so revolutionising mathematics. Baghdad is surrounded by circular walls and becomes the economic, political and cultural heart of the empire from the sixth to the thirteenth centuries.

      Al-Razi, an important academic in the field of medicine, discovers alcohol and sulphuric acid, and describes how to diagnose and treat smallpox. The Islamic ‘Golden Age’ witnesses the rise of powerful Islamic empires such as the Abbasid Caliphate, the Umayyad Caliphate and others. The Abbasid Caliphate sees texts translated from Greek (such as Aristotle, Euclid, Archimedes, Pluto and others), Persian, Sanskrit and Syriac into Arabic,. In ancient Greek cosmology aether was the fifth element after earth, water, air and fire. Aristotle described it as the material of the stars and celestial spheres, a divine medium, eternal and incorruptible. The Islamic ‘Golden Age’ marks a truly remarkable period in human history that encompasses remarkable accomplishments by the Islamic scholars, humanists, and scientists, in all areas of the arts and humanities, as well as in medicine, astronomy, mathematics, and finance, over a period of many centuries.
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      The Immortal Observer witnessed a period of learning, and many great scholars emerged. But nothing of his civilization was mentioned. Why was it forgotten? It was an important part of history; did they want it to just vanish? They may have passed it over, but he would see it was never forgotten.

      The tribesmen gathered, so was this to be the next reset? They sat in grim silence as the flames half lit their faces. In the middle of the circle stood the Shaman; her skin bore the map of the earth. The Immortal Observer clad in fox fur stood just outside the circle unnoticed. The chanting started:

      “I have ridden the sky on the wings of black crows, and I have seen what comes. At the wolf sunrise, he will unite the tribes, not with love but with fire. He will feast with kings and burn their palaces.”

      “Are you speaking of Temujin?” someone asks.

      “Where he goes the rivers will run red with blood, cities will vanish as if swallowed by wolves. The Sky God Tengri has granted him the right to rule the world, but he will not rule forever.”

      The observer stepped back into the shadows, petrified. These words matched whispers he had heard before. A storm was coming, not of nature but of will. A storm with a man’s name.

      At a tribal council meeting, Temujin was elected Genghis Khan, a universal leader. He unified the Mongol tribes through alliances, war and betrayal, and implemented revolutionary reforms and a decimal military system (units of 10, 100, 1000) and promoted brutal discipline. He attacked the Jin Dynasty in northern China and introduced psychological warfare … mass murders to instil terror.

      Genghis Khan’s grandson Halagu Khan expanded the empire towards modern Iraq and Syria. He first eliminated the Assassins in Persia then turned his attention to invading Baghdad and extending his rule further into Mesopotamia. The Mongol invasion not only saw the fall of the city, but the collapse of centuries of Islamic civilization, intellectual and cultural. The destruction, violence and pillage that followed was catastrophic, burning libraries, mosques and palaces, and destroying the irrigation systems and dams that had sustained Mesopotamia agriculture. Within two weeks and the deaths of nearly one million people, Baghdad, a centre of learning and culture for the Muslim world, was left in ruins. The Golden Age had ended.

      The Immortal Observer had never seen such devastation, and he was horrified at the invaders’ genocidal tactics; Genghis Khan was no king – only a storm sweeping away what he couldn’t understand. He, the Immortal Observer, only knew of an aligned life, with energy drawn from the surrounds and turned into useful resources. The Mongols ruled the surface, but his people, the Tartarians, burrowed into the roots of the world. ‘Civilizations do not simply fall, they are undone,’ he said as he walked through burning libraries, through broken star-forts now turned into prisons. He buried knowledge beneath stone and silence. His silent witness warned him he would pass through many resets and from them he would learn … but this!

      The Mongols faced opposition, from the Mamluks, soldier slaves from the Turkish steppe area north of the Black and Caspian Seas. They retained control of Egypt until the Ottoman conquest. They were the first power to defeat the Mongols. The Ottoman Empire, also known as the Turkish Empire, was led by Osman It, a Turkman leader. During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, they became one of the most influential empires in the world, expanding into parts of Europe, Asia and Africa. They continued to maintain a flexible and strong economy and a military presence. Persecution of Muslims resulted in large-scale loss of life and mass migration into modern-day Turkey.

      In the Young Turk Revolution in 1908, a committee of Union and Progress was formed, and the country joined the First World War on the side of the Central Powers, comprising the German Empire, Austria and Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and the Kingdom of Bulgaria. In the aftermath of the war the Ottoman state was forced into bankruptcy. The Ottoman monarchy dissolved with the emergence of the Republic of Turkey. Sunni Islam was the prevailing religion.

      Again, the Immortal Observer saw colonial powers masking greed as civilization. They called it the war to ends wars … then made another one. The machines they built for comfort became beasts of death. He wondered if humanity’s illusions were more dangerous than their truths. All the way he stored history, as it was called, in his mind, wondering where it was all leading, but not forgetting the time when people lived closer to nature and wonder. They called it progress, but it was theft.
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      A dynasty of Khmer kings ruled one of the largest, most prosperous and sophisticated kingdoms in the history of South East Asia. King Suryavarman II reigned from 1113to 1150, and built Angkor Wat, which housed 1000 buildings. After the Cham people of modern-day Vietnam sacked Angkor in 1177, King Jayavarman VII decided the Hindu gods had failed him. When he built a new capital in nearby Angkor Thom, he dedicated it to Buddhism. Thereafter Angkor Wat became a Buddhist shrine. In the early fifteenth century Angkor was abandoned, but Buddhist monks maintained Angkor Wat, which became an important pilgrimage site.

      Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui 9th, an Inca Emperor, built Machu Picchu in the mid-fifteenth century. He was a transformative leader who expanded the Inca Empire and initiated a golden age of architectural development. The site served as a royal estate; its purpose was ultimately unknown. The people of Machu Picchu likely abandoned the site around the time of the Spanish conquest, due to factors including disease, civil war and upheaval caused by the Spanish. It was an estate for the Inca Emperor Pachacuti and was primarily inhabited by the Inca elite and special artisans known as Yanakunas. The site thrived until the arrival of the Spanish, roughly a century after its construction.

      The people didn’t vanish without a trace; instead, they dispersed, most likely seeking new opportunities in the rapidly changing Inca Empire. Because of its remoteness they saw little value in remaining. Many likely abandoned the citadel to join a new life in the Spanish colony. Another factor could have been the impact of European diseases, notably smallpox. The Spanish brought these diseases, which decimated indigenous populations across the Americas, including the Inca. DNA analyses of remains found at the site revealed that many buried were not local inhabitants, but rather servants from distant lands, conquered by the Inca Empire.
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      The Immortal Observer saw these challenges as hope and progress, coexisting with disillusion. Was hope denied to these peoples with the invasion of a foreign culture? He watched indigenous cultures crushed and wondered how conquests became noble.
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