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Bultraz had long been the most feared city in Northern Simmerian and Astaroth the most feared ruler. Many from Paragon believed both, Bultraz and Astaroth, to be myths, no more than bedtime stories to tell on stormy nights. Astaroth was known in Paragon as well as in Simmerian for his ruthless tactics. The parents of Paragon often straightened their children’s behaviors out by telling them if they misbeheived, Astaroth would take them in the night and his Sentinels would torture them in Bultraz. Palimay had heard these stories when he was young, and now he was certain that all the myths are based on truth.

Astaroth himself had seen the children of Paragon and would gladly torture them, just for the fun of it. Long ago he had been invited to join the Wrythe in an attempt to bring about peace between the two lands. But peace in Astaroth’s mind only meant the Simmerians would remain in the harsh land of Simmerian, while the Paragons continued to live on the other side of the Great Divide, enjoying blue skies, fresh water, and plenty to eat, occasionally tossing their crumbs into Simmerian and praising their own generosity. It wasn’t enough for Astaroth. I was never enough! Now, he had been given permission by the Wrythe to march into Paragon to establish a Governor in the City of Emralsey. It was certainly an opportunity for change.
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MELCHOM LED PALIMAY to a run down building that was far from the chaos of middle Bultraz. Burned down buildings were surrounded by pockets of bubbling liquid. The ground was cracked and the iron, that was once the base for building, had melted, flowing like a river across the scorched ground only to cool again in disorganized waves.
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