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INTRODUCTION: WELCOME TO THE MAGICAL WORLD OF JAPANESE LEGENDS
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	Hello, young adventurer! Are you ready to step into a world filled with magic, mystery, and heroic tales? In this book, we’ll explore some of the most exciting stories ever told in the land of Japan. Japanese legends are like treasure chests—each one filled with gods, brave heroes, clever animals, and magical creatures waiting to take you on an unforgettable journey. From the highest mountains to the deepest oceans, these tales will inspire you, make you laugh, and teach you valuable lessons along the way.

	What Makes Japanese Legends So Special?

	Japan is a country with a rich history, and for thousands of years, people have told these stories to explain the wonders of the world. Have you ever wondered why the sun rises every day or what causes thunder during a storm? The Japanese people told stories to answer these questions and to bring meaning to the world around them. In their myths, the sun is not just a ball of fire in the sky—it’s ruled by a beautiful and powerful goddess named Amaterasu! And thunderstorms? Well, they are caused by the loud, drum-beating god Raijin, who plays in the skies.
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	These stories are full of magic and imagination, but they aren’t just about having fun—they’re also about learning important life lessons. Long ago, people passed these stories down by word of mouth, teaching children (just like you!) the importance of kindness, bravery, and respect for others.

	So, whether it’s the tale of a mischievous raccoon dog called Tanuki or a kind fisherman named Urashima Taro, there’s always something meaningful hidden within every adventure. And guess what? You get to uncover it all!

	Lessons Hidden in Every Story: Kindness, Bravery, and Respect

	Japanese legends are like little treasure maps; each story points you toward a lesson to make you wiser and kinder. Let’s take a look at some of the lessons hidden in these ancient tales:

	Kindness

	In the story of The Crane Wife, a kind man saves an injured bird, and later, the bird returns in disguise to help him in his time of need. This story reminds us that being kind to others, no matter how small, can bring joy and kindness back to us in surprising ways.

	Bravery

	The story of Momotaro the Peach Boy shows us what true courage looks like. He embarks on an adventure to fight terrifying ogres, even though he’s just a boy! His bravery teaches us that we can overcome challenges, no matter how big they seem, if we believe in ourselves.

	Respect

	One of the most famous Japanese legends is about Amaterasu, the Sun Goddess, and her mischievous brother, Susanoo. Susanoo learns the hard way that being disrespectful can cause trouble, even for mighty gods. But through patience and effort, he earns forgiveness, teaching us the value of treating others with respect.

	Meet the Heroes and Magical Creatures!

	Get ready to meet all sorts of fascinating characters on your journey through these stories! There are gods who rule the skies, animals with magical powers, and heroes who face impossible challenges.

	Gods and Goddesses

	Amaterasu, the radiant Sun Goddess, brings light to the world while her brother Susanoo battles sea creatures and dragons. You’ll also meet Raijin, the thunder god, who loves to make noise during storms, and his friend Fujin, the god of wind.

	Animals with Special Powers

	Have you ever heard of a Kitsune? These clever foxes can shape-shift into humans! Some Kitsune are friendly and helpful, while others like to play tricks. And then there’s Tanuki, a magical raccoon dog who loves to have fun and make mischief—but always learns a lesson in the end.

	Heroes and Brave Adventurers

	Not all heroes are gods—some are just ordinary people with extraordinary courage. Meet Urashima Taro, a kind fisherman who takes a magical trip to an underwater palace, and Momotaro, a boy born from a peach, who becomes a hero with the help of his animal friends.

	Spooky Spirits and Mischievous Creatures

	Watch out for the Tengu, bird-like creatures who live in the mountains. Sometimes, they help people learn important lessons, but other times, they play sneaky tricks. And beware of the Kappa, strange water creatures with bowls on their heads—they might challenge you to a wrestling match if you’re not careful!

	How to Enjoy These Stories

	These legends are keys to discovering a world full of wonder. As you read, try to imagine yourself in the middle of the adventure. What would you do if you found a glowing bamboo stalk with a princess inside? How would you feel if you received a magical box that could change your life forever?

	Here are a few fun ways to explore the stories in this book:

	Act Them Out

	Pretend you are a brave hero like Momotaro or a clever fox like Kitsune. You can even make masks and costumes to bring the stories to life with your family and friends!

	Draw Your Favorite Characters

	Create your own pictures of the characters you meet. What does Amaterasu look like in your imagination? What about the mischievous Tanuki?

	Talk About the Lessons

	After reading each story, think about the message hidden inside. What did the hero learn? How can that lesson help you in your life?

	Celebrating These Legends Today

	Did you know that many of these legends are still celebrated in Japan today? Every year, people gather to honor gods and heroes through festivals called matsuri. During these festivals, you might see colorful parades, hear lively music, and enjoy delicious food. There are even dances and plays that bring the old stories to life!

	In some parts of Japan, people visit shrines dedicated to gods like Amaterasu and Susanoo, leaving offerings and saying prayers. Statues of Jizo, the guardian of travelers and children, can be found along roadsides, always wearing little red hats or bibs to protect them.
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	Even Hachiko, the loyal dog, has his own statue at a train station in Tokyo. People visit it every day to remember his story of love and loyalty.

	A Journey Awaits—Are You Ready?

	In the pages that follow, you will find adventures big and small, heroes bold and kind, and creatures that will make your imagination soar. Whether you dream of flying with a dragon, chatting with a shape-shifting fox, or uncovering the secrets of the moon princess, this book is your gateway to endless possibilities.

	So, grab your backpack of curiosity, put on your shoes of wonder, and get ready to leap into a magical world where anything can happen!

	Are you ready to meet the gods, heroes, and creatures of Japan? Let’s dive into the first story—The Sun Goddess Amaterasu—and see where this adventure takes us!

	



	


CHAPTER 1: AMATERASU – THE SUN GODDESS AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

	[image: Image]

	Long ago, in the magical world of Japan’s heavens, there lived a brilliant and kind goddess named Amaterasu. Amaterasu (pronounced ah-MAT-er-A-su) was the Sun Goddess, who made the sun rise every day. Thanks to her, the world was filled with warmth, light, and happiness. Without her, everything would be dark and cold. Everyone loved Amaterasu since she shone brightly, bringing joy to the world below.

	But Amaterasu had a brother named Susanoo (pronounced su-SAH-no-oh). And, oh boy, Susanoo could be a handful! He was the God of Storms, known for his wild and mischievous behavior. He would race through the skies with thunderclouds and roaring winds, causing all sorts of trouble. Even though Susanoo and Amaterasu were siblings, they couldn’t have been more different—like night and day!

	Susanoo’s Stormy Trouble

	One day, Susanoo was in a very bad mood. He stomped around the heavens, tossing thunder and lightning like toys. He didn’t care who he upset—he just wanted to cause mischief. And guess who he decided to annoy? That’s right—his sister, Amaterasu!

	At first, Amaterasu tried to ignore her brother’s nonsense. “He’ll get tired of it soon,” she thought. But Susanoo didn’t stop. He threw a tantrum so wild that the wind howled, trees shook, and rain poured from the sky. Then, as if that wasn’t enough, Susanoo barged into Amaterasu’s beautiful palace!
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	Inside her palace, Susanoo did everything he could to get on her nerves. He trampled over her rice fields, smashed her looms where she wove magical cloth, and even tossed mud all over her palace walls. 

	Amaterasu was furious. “How could Susanoo be so cruel and thoughtless?” she wondered. Hurt and frustrated, she decided she couldn’t take it anymore.

	Amaterasu Hides in the Cave

	Amaterasu felt so upset by her brother’s behavior that she hid from the world. “If Susanoo wants to act like a storm, let him live in darkness!” she thought. And with that, she disappeared into a cave, closing the entrance behind her with a giant boulder.

	The moment Amaterasu shut herself inside the cave, the world changed. The sun vanished from the sky. Darkness spread across the heavens and the earth. Without Amaterasu’s light, people couldn’t see where they were going. Flowers withered, birds stopped singing, and the world became cold and gloomy.

	Even the other gods were worried. “What do we do without the sun?” they whispered. “If Amaterasu doesn’t come out, everything will wither away.” It wasn’t long before the animals and people began to lose hope. They needed Amaterasu’s light more than ever.

	The Gods’ Plan to Bring Back the Sun

	The gods knew they had to do something—and fast! They gathered at the cave entrance, but no matter how much they begged and pleaded, Amaterasu refused to come out. “I don’t want to see anyone!” she shouted from behind the boulder.

	The gods weren’t ready to give up. One of the cleverest gods, Omoikane (pronounced o-mo-ee-KAH-neh), had an idea. “If we can’t convince her to come out with words, let’s try something unexpected—something fun!”

	The gods all agreed it was worth a try. They came up with a wild plan: they would throw the most exciting, funnest party ever—right outside the cave! Maybe, just maybe, Amaterasu would get curious and come out to see what was happening.

	The gods gathered everything they needed for their plan: drums, flutes, and even some brightly colored ribbons. They also found Ame-no-Uzume, the Goddess of Laughter and Dance, to lead the celebration. Ame-no-Uzume was known for her silly dances, and if anyone could make a goddess curious enough to leave a cave, it was her!

	With everything in place, the gods began their party. Ame-no-Uzume jumped onto an overturned barrel and started dancing wildly. She twirled, stomped, and waved her ribbons in the air. The other gods clapped and cheered, and the sound of drums echoed through the mountains.
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	The funniest part? Ame-no-Uzume danced so energetically that her clothes started slipping off! The gods roared with laughter, slapping their knees and clapping louder and louder. It was such a ridiculous and joyful sight that even the animals joined in, barking, chirping, and howling with delight.
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