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        After her mother’s death, Katherine Snellman discovers a letter from her long-missing father. Consumed with curiosity and grief, she returns home to retrace a secret meeting on a bridge at midnight and discover a horrific truth she never suspected - and may not survive.
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      The naked bulb of the basement light stung her eyes as Katherine Snelman clutched the slim piece of paper in her hands. The postmark on the envelope read September of the year before, seven months before her mother's death. It seemed impossible, her mother had never told her about this letter, had never hardly mentioned her father, yet the proof was in her trembling hands.

      
        
        “My dearest Angela,

        Although it has been over thirty years since I last saw you, I think of you often. For so long I have respected your wishes, allowed you to live the life you wanted, now I ask that I be allowed to become a part of it again.

        Remember how we danced at the Wonderland Gardens? The sweet smell of roses still brings your face to my mind. I know you must think of me and wonder. Wonder no more!

        I will be on the footbridge to the park at midnight on the seventh. I would like to see you, even if only to see you. Please come.

        Daniel”

      

      

      Her hand shook as she brushed the mousy brown bangs out of her eyes. She'd been slowly sorting through her mother's correspondence the past three months, living and reliving the last painful months, the many weekends she'd spent on the road from Toronto to London, visiting her mother, watching as she slipped ever farther away. Her mother had always been proud, even toward the end, refusing hospitalization and arguing with the doctors. Tears stung Katherine's eyes; so typical of her.

      Had she gone to meet him, she wondered. At midnight, for god's sake! The footbridge was at least a mile away on the far end of the golf course. On this side of the river it sat at the end of a steep, tree lined road that branched to the footbridge one way and the golf course another. On the other side of the river was Springbank Park, a beautiful rolling park of trees and grass and flowers. But closer to the footbridge, the park gave way to more wild growth of dense underbrush and gnarly trees.
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