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			FOR LEIGH

			Adamantly sunny,

			with unwavering fidelity

			and the occasional threat

			to shoot me in the head,

			your valor roused mine

			as for half a century

			we crashed forward

			through the brittle barriers

			of mortal peril

			and the commonplace,

			two Wrong Jews.
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			Author’s Preface

			After “What’s the book about?” the most common question authors must deal with is: “How did you come to write it?”

			In the case of the book now in your hands, I’d much prefer the answer to be a joke: “Thirteen antisemites walk into a bar, followed by a Jewish publisher who changed his name from Schwartz, and then by a herd of feckless journalists.” But in truth, The Wrong Jew came into being because all of the above walked not into a bar, but into my life…and changed it.  

			No joke. In April 2019, a normally well-thought-of publishing house brought out The Siege of Tel Aviv, my fourth work of fiction. What’s that book about? (I thought you’d never ask.) For an answer, think of the bloody horror that would certainly ensue should Israel ever be overrun by its Islamist enemies. As Stephen King put it on the front cover: “Hesh Kestin’s The Siege of Tel Aviv is scarier than anything Stephen King ever wrote—and then the fun begins as Israel fights back.” He added: “This novel will cause talk and controversy. Most of all, it will be read.”

			With varying degrees of success, Steve has been generously recommending my novels to the public for a decade. Regarding controversy, he nailed it.

			After thirteen tweets on the internet called The Siege of Tel Aviv “islamophobic” and “racist,” its chicken-hearted publisher was so frightened by this antisemitic micro-mob, he recalled all the copies in bookstores and ordered them all pulped. The Nazis preferred the bonfire. Then again, Hitler wasn’t much of an environmentalist.

			My sin: I had taken the Islamist universe at its word and described the tragedy of an Israeli defeat, where yet another six million Jews (yes, I know) are herded into Ghetto Tel Aviv to be wiped out, while once again the world sits on its hands thinking of what to order for lunch. Apparently, according to our thirteen twidiots, a Muslim victory would mean little more than every Jew in Israel being flown via magic carpet to Miami Beach—no bloodshed at all. Suggesting the bloody opposite was, therefore, islamophobic.  

			In point of fact, the only time I have had a phobic reaction to Muslims is when they have come bearing down on me in tanks. Other than that, as a soldier in the IDF, I have had the honor of serving twice under Arab commanders (one Muslim, one Christian). Via marriage, members of my family are Muslim. And as a former twenty-year resident of an Israeli village a stone’s throw (perhaps there’s a better term…) from the 1967 border known as the Green Line, many of my neighbors were Arabs. Poor things didn’t know I was a racist so they kept inviting me to their homes for coffee and to their weddings for kabob and ear-splitting Arab music. If the Jew-haters who labeled me islamophobic on Twitter had actually read The Siege of Tel Aviv, they might have noticed that in it three Arab characters are downright heroes—well, in Israeli terms. I guess that wouldn’t please them either.

			We come now to our herd of feckless journalists. You’d think such defenders of free speech as The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Wall Street Journal would have been all over a publisher who pulped his own book because it was selling well. Alas, despite my decades of personal and professional connections in journalism at the highest level, no one would touch the story. According to a friend at the Times, “They don’t want to piss off the Arabs—running the story is too risky.”

			Perhaps worse, because reviews sell books: Though all my earlier prize-winning novels had been widely and positively reviewed, now…silence. Though within weeks after the pulping, I had digital and bound editions up for sale on Amazon (still there, still selling), though Stephen King was still recommending it, though it was anything if not timely…aside from a handful of positive notices, zip.*

			When the dust settled it didn’t take long to see the siege of The Siege of Tel Aviv as a metaphor for the horror story of what was happening in the world around me: Jew-hatred on the internet, gutless Jews like the former Schwartz cowering in fear, and the press—a good many of them Jews—and society in general unwilling to get involved.

			The truth is my minor problem with Jew-hatred was as nothing compared to the antisemitic violence, verbal and ballistic, exploding across America. That the two are related is hardly a stretch: Antisemitism is a continuum—it starts with words, then desecration, then murder. Put simply, Islamists and white and black nationalists are on the march, encouraged by dog-whistle signals from scum at every level of government, shrugged off by a “neutral” press, and unopposed by Jews who either refuse to act or don’t know how. What everyone believed was a post-Nazi paradise where Jews are safe has been shown to be little more than a universe of antisemitism in hiatus. Reborn less than a century after Jew-haters burned books, they have set out once again on the path to burn Jews.

			One thing is certain: Turning our backs on those who would make Jews a target will no longer do. If we allow ourselves to be destroyed, they will destroy us.  

			—HK

			Nota bene: Added up, hyphenated-Americans make up a majority of all Americans. By inference, if not outright example, some of the strategies outlined in this book may well serve as a guide for targeted minorities of all sorts. For those of our fellow victims who by happenstance read this book, I urge a bit of metaphysical editing: Whenever the phrase “the Wrong Jew” appears, it might be wise to read it as “the Wrong [fill in the blank].” We Jews are commanded to be a light unto the nations. In that light, much that is hidden may be revealed.

			
				
					*	Yet there were notable and laudable exceptions: Barbara Kay in Canada’s National Post; Sheldon Teitelbaum in Hadassah Magazine; Aaron Leibel in Washington Jewish Week; fearless Muslim Maajid Nawaz on LBC radio in London; rising star Palestinian-American novelist Fawzy Zablah with a very fair review on the internet; and not least, a hard-charging piece in Commentary by Mark Horowitz. 

				

			

		


		
			A Note on Sources

			Curious, skeptical, or puzzled readers who would like further information on the sources of the facts, numbers, and quotes broadly distributed over the length of The Wrong Jew are invited to use Google or a similar search engine to verify their authenticity.

			In most cases, the internet will deliver hundreds of citations testifying to same, but in one very critical situation it is often the case that statistics on dead and injured may vary from mine regarding victims of terrorism. This may be because: [a] Same-day news reports, which frequently lead the search engine listings, do not include the fact that an injured person had died from her wounds many weeks later; [b] Oddly, depending on the way the article is written, the number of victims of a terrorist act often do not include the deaths of police officers and civilians who brought the murderer down, this on the weird grounds such persons were not the terrorist’s intended targets; [c] Perversely, news reports of the number of victims of a suicide bombing sometimes include the bomber—which suggests a mad twist on the old joke about the man who kills his parents and then asks the court for mercy on the grounds he is an orphan.

			Yeah, I know. But as it happens, I spent a good part of my life as a journalist, in the Middle East and other bad neighborhoods, counting corpses. You would be surprised how often the official toll was four and the body count six. Still, should you discover a fault in the numbers, quotes, or facts that follow, please contact me at wrongjewbook@gmail.com. Upon verification, I will be pleased to attempt to update subsequent editions. As a general rule, it behooves all of us to heed the wise advice imparted during the early decades of the previous century to young reporters in Chicago: “If yer mama tells ya she loves ya, check it out.”

		


		
			“In a place where

			there are no men,

			strive to be a man”

			–Hillel

		


		
			Introduction

			Entire libraries have been written about the causes of antisemitism, mostly because Jews have had an enormous lot of trouble figuring out why Christians, Muslims, and even Buddhists and animists, to say nothing of atheists, don’t love us. (Agnostics simply don’t know.) Jews are disliked where we live and where we don’t, where we are a quarter of the population (as we were in mid-twentieth century New York City) and where there aren’t enough in residence to field a couple of baseball teams. Japan is virtually judenrein, but manages to include Jews—second only to Koreans—in its demonology. And the Japanese really despise Koreans.

			So let us be clear from the outset: The question this book sets out to answer is not why antisemites, but what to do about them. But first some definitions.

			Jew. This is someone a second person sees as a Jew. Never mind that the Jew in question has morphed into a Methodist or a Buddhist. For all negative purposes, the essence of Judaism is not religious practice but genealogy, however adulterated by generations of intermarriage. Hitler’s faithful servants sent people to their death at Auschwitz who had never seen the inside of a synagogue, knew no Hebrew, and whose dying wish was to be given absolution by a priest.

			Goy. This Hebrew word simply means nation, as in all others. It is not in essence derogatory, except when used by those who have suffered at the hands of goyim (the plural) or whose sense of history goes back further than the last thirty seconds. In this book we will use goy, goyim, and goyish (this last the polar opposite of Jewish) sparingly but certainly not pejoratively.

			Antisemitism. This is a societal disease whose bacillus creates antisemites, a broad category that includes everything from xenophobes, who are simply uncomfortably fearful around those who are different, to those who would exclude Jews from their towns and neighborhoods, to those who would exclude Jews from life itself. In its essence, antisemitism is social in nature. Though antisemitism can trip over itself—for instance, antisemites dislike Jews for being “clannish” and at the same for looking like, sounding like, and otherwise being like goyim—at its base, antisemitism is crystallized fear of the other when that other is a Jew. Often this is cloaked in religion—as expressed in the term Christ-killer—but one need hardly be a professor of divinity to realize that such dislike would likely have disappeared in the first century were it not for the parallel idea that such a grievous stain lasts eternally, that the family down the block is somehow responsible for the persecution and death of Jesus—and never mind that the Savior was himself a Jew. Still, antisemitism may be considered as only minimally toxic as any other spurious opinion until it manifests itself in action.

			Jew-hatred. Ah, now we’re getting somewhere. Jew-hatred is to antisemitism what lynching is to racism. Jew-hatred is not an opinion or a feeling. It is anything on the spectrum of planning to kill Jews to the actual act. It does not go too far to say that virulent Jew-hatred is largely dependent on opportunity. Give a Jew-hater a gun and an unguarded synagogue, and what was internal rage becomes murder. Give an unorganized group of Jew-haters a single identifiable Jew and a dark street, and the result will be the same. Permit a large number of Jew-haters to band together in an organization, and we have…

			Nazism/nazism. Because we are speaking of varieties of political power, please note that this book will differentiate Nazis (card-holding members of the German National Socialist Party) from nazis (often called Neo-Nazis), those who would emulate Nazism’s aims, but who are only loosely organized and not yet a political party. Think of Socialists and socialists: the former identifies a political party, the latter a set of ideas. In terms of identification, nazis may be white nationalists, black nationalists, Muslims, French super-patriots, or just plain nut jobs. Once antisemites become activists, they are nazis. Should they band together to form a political party, they may call themselves Nazis, or then again may be satisfied with such cloaking labels as Aryan Brotherhood. In brief, a nazi is someone who plans to hurt Jews.

			Now that we have dealt with the problem of terminology, let us give the briefest of thoughts to understanding the reasons for antisemitism. This may best be explained by what at first glance appears to be a joke.

			Two Jews are walking down the street. Jerry is practically in tears. “Bob,” he says, “I’m screwed. Unless I can get my hands on $32,500 by 10 AM tomorrow, I’m going to lose my business, my house, my kids will have to leave private school, and because of all this my wife will probably leave me. All because I can’t get a hold of $32,500 by tomorrow morning.”

			Just as Jerry finishes railing against fate, the two come upon a church. A large sign in front reads: Today only: Become a Christian and get $32,500. Jerry is transfixed.

			“Don’t even think about it,” Bob says.

			“I’m not thinking one way or the other, but why shouldn’t I go in and find out what this is all about?”

			Bob begs him not to, but Jerry enters the church. An hour later, he returns to his friend, who asks what happened.

			“Nothing much,” Jerry says. “I met the priest, a very educated man, and we had a philosophical conversation, including a lot of stuff I never considered, and then I had a little bath. And that’s it. I’m in. I’m a Christian. Nothing to it.”

			Bob: “But what about…”

			“What about what?”

			“What about the money? Did you get the money?”

			Jerry fixes Bob with a hard look. “Don’t you people,” he says, “ever think about anything else?”

			Okay, we have now completed our research into the reasons for antisemitism, which may best be summed up in the single scientific phrase, “Who gives a damn?”

			Understanding antisemitism has classically been predicated on understanding ourselves: What are we doing wrong that has inspired otherwise nice goyim to hate us? This is as classically ass-backwards as anything can be. Number one: We’re not talking here about nice goyim; we’re talking about defective individuals acting both individually and as a group, but in both cases infected by the botulism of genetically-transmitted xenophobia—what is heard at the dinner table in one’s youth is passed down as received truth in the next generation. In this it is really no different from perceptions of beauty and ugliness, or the idea that one must under no circumstances eat food that has fallen on the ground or swim within an hour after lunch. The difference between this type of groundless prejudice and hatred of another race, religion, or culture (alas, we’re all three!) is that few people die because other people avoid black cats or believe the earth is flat. Such stupidity is victimless. It stops being victimless when it concerns negative misconceptions of other people as a group. “Those Jews can really belt out show tunes,” is not quite the same as “All Jews think about is money.”

			Once this kind of opinion establishes itself in the body politic, it no longer makes sense to worry about why (Is it us? Nah, I don’t recall having killed Christ this week), but what to do about them. After all, antisemitism can be expressed in anything from social snubs (“We can’t permit you to live here”) to homicide (“We can’t permit you to live”). When we talk about antisemitism, we should be aware that we are not looking at an out-of-the-blue incident of Jew-hatred but at a continuum.

			Antisemitism in all its forms is a fact of life. Trying to figure out the why of it normally—and perversely—leads to trying to figure out how to make people who hate Jews love us. Fuck. That. It has never worked. Assimilation? Nope. Giving to charity and supporting museums and concert halls? Nope. Setting up our own state where we won’t be a minority? Double nope with a cherry on top. Rather than offer a shelter for Jews who are targets of hatred, the State of Israel serves as a lightning rod for the same. Instead of individual antisemites hating us, the establishment of the State of Israel is a convenient target of hatred not only by individuals but whole classes of people, to say nothing of whole countries.

			Decried as racist by nations who are themselves racist as all get out—the UN in its mass wisdom confirmed that Zionism is racism—the Jewish State risked the lives of many white Israelis to bring to Zion over one hundred thousand black Jews from their native Ethiopia.

			Gays as a class encourage the terrorists of Palestine, which executes homosexuals as a matter of law. And where is one of the world’s largest annual gay rights parades? Tel Aviv.

			Feminists look past the confounding brutality of the Muslim world toward women and condemn Israel for whatever else they can think up.

			Democracies celebrate the enemies of an Israel that is the only democracy not only in the Middle East but in most of Africa and Asia.

			The list is endless.

			The solution to antisemitism is therefore not altering our behavior, but altering the behavior of those who would harm us. Pragmatically, viscerally, and—if it comes to that—violently.

			This means becoming the Wrong Jew. As in, when they messed with him, they messed with the Wrong Jew.

			It means putting aside defense and moving to offense. It means surgically removing from our DNA the gene for nice, the gene for playing fair, the gene for optimism, the gene for running away, the gene for thinking the monster who would slit our children’s throats is just like us, only unenlightened, so let’s have a productive dialogue to find common ground in order to resolve our differences. It means forgetting that we are liberal thinkers who will always respect others, even when those others plan to kill us. It means, as the Talmud has it, “If someone comes to kill you, rise up and kill him first.”

			Is preemptive war an effective approach? We have only to look at two wars which modern-day Israel fought within the same decade. In 1967, by going on the offensive, Israel defeated five Arab armies (and volunteers from as far away as Algeria and Cuba) in six days, with an Israeli death toll of eight hundred. In 1973, a surprise Pan-Arab attack cost an Israel playing defense thirty-five hundred fatalities, and damn near led to a second Holocaust.

			The ultimate in Jewish Nice may be seen in three typical knee-jerk reactions to anti-Jewish violence:

			
					Depend on the police. Surprise: These show up only after a crime has been committed.


					But also post armed guards at the entrances of Jewish facilities, like synagogues and schools. Duh, same result: Guards outside are not able to distinguish between Jewish worshippers and their would-be killers. How would an armed guard know a Jew from a goy? Anyone can buy a skullcap. Anyone can smile and say “Shalom.” The likelihood of an attacker showing up in full Nazi regalia is slim. Ah, but this is after all an armed guard. Really? How is a guard with a holstered gun going to defend the Jews under his protection if the nazi shoots him first?


					Stand together. These are the clichéd bywords of our time. Somehow, Jews believe that by wearing cool tee-shirts and marching through the center of town, the evil-doers will melt away. Why? Because we’re standing proudly together defying those who hate us by, uh, standing together, which signifies that we are a force to be dealt with because, uh, we are united in, uh, standing together.


			

			Very well then, here is a brief history of Jews standing together. In the early 1930s, German Jews stood together in ignoring the rise of Nazism. In the late 1930s, German Jews stood together in wearing the yellow star and walking in the gutter because they were banned from the sidewalks, to say nothing of public parks and educational institutions from kindergarten through university. In a short time, German Jews would stand together on line for the trains that would deliver them to the death camps, where they would stand together on the way to showers raining poison gas. By the time Nazism had consolidated its power in Germany and Austria—because German Jews had stood together letting it happen when they had the money and manpower to fight back—Jews all over Nazi-conquered Europe and North Africa were standing together to be cut down by machine-gun fire and then, like their German-speaking coreligionists before them, standing together on the line to the ovens.

			Standing together is what Nice Jews do. Fighting back is what Wrong Jews do.

			In the last century, when the Nice Jews lined up to the slaughter, the Wrong Jews took to the forests with stolen weapons and fought; the Wrong Jews, many of them criminals (God bless them), fought back in the Warsaw Ghetto. When Israel was threatened by an Arab naval blockade, the Wrong Jews launched what would become the Six-Day War. When Syria and Iraq were found to be working on nuclear bombs, the Wrong Jews bombed their facilities. When Arab terrorists attacked Jews in Europe, Israel’s Wrong Jews opened a terror front against them, wiping out an entire generation of killers by killing them first.

			The lesson is as simple as it is existential. Mess with us, even think of it, and we will wipe you out. Why? Because we can no longer afford the luxury of being the Nice Jews of tradition. We must be the Wrong Jews of today.

			Otherwise, there will not be Jews of any sort tomorrow.

		


		
			CHAPTER 1
[image: ]

			Understanding the Threat

			In order to combat antisemites, it makes sense to separate the real threats from the noise.

			Item: A newly elected Democratic member of Congress, Somalia-born Muslim Ilhan Omar, drops anti-Israel, antisemitic tropes the way an earlier generation of politicians promised to fight godless Communism, and for the same reason: to stoke the ambient fear of a specific demographic given to xenophobia. It hardly matters whether Rep. Omar actually believes Jews secretly hold the levers of power around the world, or whether Jews are only interested in “the benjamins”—slang for one hundred dollar bills—because the upshot is the same: An attack on Jews from the elected political left that could be mistaken for something Stalin was likely to utter before breakfast on the day in 1953 he ordered the arrest of Jewish doctors for conspiring to poison the Soviet leadership.

			Item: Across the country, university student bodies, goaded by a professoriate whose job security is guaranteed by the most rigid tenure, have turned college campuses into no-go areas for pro-Israeli and Jewish groups, and in many cases for individual Jews. The tide of antisemitic political correctness has risen so high that President Donald Trump, himself more than once accused of antisemitic statements, in 2019 signed an executive order that includes antisemitic activities and the “targeting of the State of Israel” under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, which bars discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin at colleges and universities that receive federal funding.

			Item: The organizers of marches for transsexual and gay rights so automatically align themselves with the Palestinian cause that fellow left-wingers are forbidden to display signs of Jewish affiliation. Never mind that gays are regularly executed by the PLO and in Gaza, in fact in most of the Muslim world, and that the only trans in the Arab Middle East is the state formerly known as Trans-Jordan, which dropped the prefix in 1949.

			Item: Recent years have witnessed an explosion of deadly violence against Jews. In 2018, a right-wing fanatic walked into Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh and killed eleven worshippers at Sabbath services. Exactly six months later, another right-wing fanatic walked into the Chabad of Poway Synagogue in Southern California and opened fire on the congregants at prayer on the final day of Passover, killing one worshipper and wounding three others before his rifle jammed.

			Question: Which side of the Jew-hatred compass is most threatening to Jewish life—not the quality of Jewish life, but Jewish life itself? Yes, arguably, the so-called Progressive wing of the Democratic Party (and groups further to the left) has made life uncomfortable for many Jews, but so far, these unreconstructed lefties have not taken one Jewish life. Their actions are limited to words.

			The right wing, or nazi, side of Jew-hatred is accountable for having taken at least twelve lives in the two years prior to 2020. We’re not bothering to count desecration of cemeteries, swastikas decorating synagogue walls, and the near surreal riot of nazis in Charlottesville, Virginia where an estimated five hundred to six hundred white supremacists, a good many armed, marched against a counter-demonstration that resulted in the death of a thirty-two-year-old woman run down by an automobile driven by a nazi. If you’ve forgotten what those nazis were shouting, it was “Jews will not replace us.” Okay, the idea that Jews are trying to replace fascist white-supremacists makes no sense, but that’s just a problem for the syntactically challenged. What they meant to say is: “Jews will not replace white people.”

			Despite the occasional harassment of Jews in Brooklyn’s Crown Heights neighborhood, where black-of-hat hasidim live cheek by jowl with their black-of-skin neighbors, the resultant strife is related less to left-wing antisemitism than to inter-group rivalry, if not outright enmity. The vociferously antisemitic national left has shown itself to be ideologically and politically malevolent, but so far has not caused the loss of one Jewish life.

			Which means, for the present, Jews are threatened existentially only by nazis.

			The threat from the left may one day transmogrify into violence, but it is clear that white supremacists are the enemy du jour. This distinction is important because knowing one’s enemy is essential to combatting him. That is especially true when the media noise seems to concentrate on Progressive antisemitism, as spoken in Congress or tweeted by its members, and used by the left—in socio-political organizations and on college campuses—to exclude differences of opinion about Jews and especially Israel by the simple tactic of excluding Jews and Israelis. Hearing through this left-wing noise to the sound of guns being cocked in the hands of nazis is a bit like making out a single French horn from within a symphony orchestra. But listen hard. It’s there.

			This parallels the distinction Israel has learned to make regarding the motivations of its enemies. While it was long supposed the issue was one of real estate—who has rights to the land of Israel?—over the years it has now become clear the dispute is religious, certainly on the part of the Muslim world and, though somewhat attenuated, on the Israeli side as well. The difference is that Israel has long taken a pragmatic approach that assumed a compromise could be cobbled together, the by now infamous land-for-peace argument that sharing the land would end the bloodshed of a century.

			But it turns out the Muslim argument is not about something that can be debated or negotiated. It is about “God’s will.” According to the Koran, land once ruled by Muslims may be not be possessed by the infidel. This applies to the Christian infidel as well: Were they able to take it back, Islam would be pointing its guns at the Iberian Peninsula—and in one major attack in 2004 succeeded in killing 193 people and injuring 2,000 in coordinated bombings on Madrid’s commuter train network. It is not clear why there were no further major attacks, other than an even greater loathing for the Jewish State (the little Satan) and the US (the big Satan). Israel is not only planted in the heart of the Arab world, but Israel’s very capital is in what the Muslim world calls Al Kuds, site of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock, among the most venerated sites in Islam.

			As Muslims have become more and more Islamist—that is to say, more politically religious—it’s become abundantly clear to Israel that compromise is a western idea that cannot be made to fit an absolutist faith. So why bother trying?

			There are clear parallels here with the underpinnings of nazism: White/Christian supremacy is absolutist. Think of it: a tiny drop of non-Aryan blood serves to invalidate the humanity of any individual. Similarly, Islam will not give up one inch of territory to the infidel. It is the total negation of the other that makes both so dangerous: Once Jews are understood to be monsters or animals—lice, rats, snakes, an entire fauna of inhumanity—then killing them off, killing us off, becomes perfectly logical.

			It also means there is no sense in debating the issue. There are, in fact, only three conceivable Jewish reactions: (1) Ignore the attacks in the hope they will go away; (2) defend against them; (3) destroy those who would destroy us. Let’s examine each.

			(1) To a certain extent, benign neglect is theoretically a valid response. There are crazy people everywhere and of every ideological and political stripe. Pragmatically, making a big deal out of one or two lunatics may be seen as counter-productive because, in theory, this would serve only to give their ideas platform in the sense of publicity and validity. That a few people seriously believe smoking prevents cancer or that space aliens walk among us keeps us from debating the very real issues of our time, and can be said to hijack the spotlight in the public arena. Red herrings should indeed be ignored. But when it comes to red sharks, we must be more wary. No one has ever been eaten by a herring.

			Ignore and hope it will go away was in fact one of the keys to the rise of Nazism in Europe. In the early 1930s, this was the attitude of Germany’s Jewish community, whose political, social, and financial leadership saw no threat in the foaming at the mouth statements of the nascent National Socialists; some Jews even supported the Nazis financially to counterbalance the growth of German Communism.

			At this point, we must question how much could have been done by Germany’s Jews, cultured people whose hands would remain clean until the day they were forced to scrub the streets of Berlin and German-controlled Vienna with toothbrushes as their Nazi neighbors cheered.

			By 1930, Jews made up an astounding percentage of Germany’s feinschmeckers, its elevated connoisseur class, its intellectuals, doctors, lawyers, business leaders; its wealthy and refined. These people were not going to go out and battle Nazis in the street, nor as capitalists were they going to support those who would, the Communists. So, they sat on their clean hands until four hundred Nazis grew into forty thousand and then forty million. Of course, the Nazis were not sitting on their hands. To an incalculable extent, they fueled their drive to power with money and property seized from the very Jews who had snubbed fighting them. It is not a stretch to say the murder of six million Jews and some five million Gypsies, Socialists, and Communists, and the mentally and physically disabled, may at least partially be derived from the irresponsibility of German Jewry in looking the other way.

			(2) Thus, defending against acts of violence would appear to be a decent alternative to doing nothing. But as any corporal will affirm, defense is a poor path to victory. France’s storied Maginot Line was easily penetrated by German tanks; the Bar-Lev string of fortifications Israel built on the shores of the Suez Canal hardly prevented the Egyptians from crossing into Sinai in the Yom Kippur War. Anyone who has ever been physically attacked will tell you that rolling into a ball is not going to disarm your attacker.

			And in practical terms, there is no way to defend against nazi violence. Hire armed guards to protect the front door of your synagogue? What happens when that initial protection is overcome? Should our children be at risk of attack in the public schools—in these times, private schools as well—why not enroll them in Jewish schools? Do that and you will provide an even better target for those who would murder Jewish children. The simple truth is that there is no adequate defense against dedicated attackers, only the semblance of defense, the illusion of safety. Perhaps worse, such fantasizing carries an opportunity cost: When we invest time, effort, and funds on defense, we neglect the only real protection, which is going on the offensive.

			(3) The question is, how does a community of American feinschmeckers do that? And Jews in America are the precise equivalent of German Jews of the last century in their reluctance to get their hands dirty. Just as German Jews felt German, many having fought for the fatherland in World War II, American Jews have up to now felt unqualifiedly American, with no need to consider self-defense. Since Hitler’s defeat, we have had the idea that violent antisemitism would never again raise its ugly head, in which case a strategy for survival is unnecessary.

			But it has. And it is.

			Which is why this little book will lay out a battle plan for our physical survival in a venomous social and political environment. As such, it may well be ignored by an American Jewry which has chosen a more dignified path, which path, if things go badly, may lead to the literal death of American Jewry, and certainly to the death of many American Jews.
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