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“All right, all right, all right.”

[OLD ISAAC enters the Hall of Heroes and points at you.]

“Gotta move fast. One of my former students, Velethuil Aelana, is coming to kill me.

[Old Isaac rubs his chin.]

“So. Book five. Now you’ve seen my vineyard a few times; you get the idea, what I’m trying to do with it. 

“Allow me to fill in some blanks.

“A thousand years ago, I saved the life of...whatever king sat on Galaduin’s throne.

[Old Isaac approaches a nondescript suit of dark leather armor on a display mannequin.]

“What a time. Solar and Lunar Dragons dominated the skies; fantastic mythical beasts everywhere you turned. 

[Old Isaac straps on the armor, adjusting and readjusting as he goes.] 

“Well. This used to fit.

[Old Isaac goes to the weapon racks and picks out daggers and throwing knives.]

“Anyway, Galaduin had been ravaged by the Crystal Wars. The humans needed help to hold onto the lands we’d...inherited from the Elves as their civilization collapsed. So, I made a deal with the king. ‘Let me send you young men and women who would be worthy enough to walk the path of the Crystal Knight. You may trust your lands to them. In exchange, you will let me keep and maintain hidden sanctuaries, like this [Old Isaac gestures around him], to help my knights do their work throughout the land.’

[Old Isaac unsheathes a longsword and tests its weight and balance.]

“So, hopeful young fireplugs spend five years here, learning combat and endurance, then they go out into small communities for a period of ten years. One decade to test everything they learned here. They spend one year in ten different roles, from enforcer, to investigator, to protector, to military commander, then finally ruler. At the end of it all, they return here, get letters of recommendation, then go off to be officially knighted by King...

[Old Isaac pauses.]

“I’m sorry. You know, every time a Crystal Knight dies and resurrects, a memory is lost. Could be the memory of last night’s dinner, or the memory of your mother’s voice. It’s completely random, and once it’s gone, it is gone for good. Now, I have centuries of memories, and I’ve died and respawned so many times, I’ve probably forgotten more than you’ll ever learn.

[Old Isaac gestures at a shelf of leather-bound tomes.]

“That is why Crystal Knights write memoirs. So that when they forget everything, there is a record, written by their own hand, of who they were, what they did in life, and why.

[Old Isaac places a folded letter on the desk at the end of the hall.]

“Immortality is a cursed blessing. We have an unspoken truth of why Crystal Knights do not have families. Who wants to watch their loved ones wither away while they remain timeless, vibrant, eternal?

[Old Isaac pats the letter.]

“Although when I think about it, I guess I have raised some pretty amazing kids of my own.”
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