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Description

Colonial American History Stories - 1215 - 1664 contains almost 300 history stories presented in a timeline that begins in 1215 with the signing of the Magna Carta to the printing of the first Bible in Colonial America in 1664. This journal of historical events mark the beginnings of the United States and serve as a wonderful guide of American history. These reader friendly stories include:

June 15, 1215 - King John I signs Magna Carta at Runnymede England

October 19, 1469 - Ferdinand and Isabella Marry, Uniting Aragon and Castile

August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus Sets Sail On His First Voyage

July 22, 1587 - Lost Colony Established

June 14, 1623 - First Breach-Of-Promise Lawsuit In Colonies

August 29, 1619 ? - First Blacks Land at Jamestown Virginia
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​January 9, 1493 - Christopher Columbus Sees First Sight Of Manatees 
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January 16, 1493 Columbus Returns To Spain On His First Trip

February 15, 1493 - Half of Columbus' Crew Imprisoned in the Azores Islands

March 04, 1493 - Columbus Lands at Lisbon, Portugal

March 15, 1493 - Christopher Columbus Returns To Spain After First Voyage

September 24, 1493 - Columbus' 2nd expedition to the New World

November 03, 1493 - Columbus Sights Dominica

November 19, 1493 - Christopher Columbus Discovers Puerto Rico

November 28, 1493 - Christopher Columbus Returns to La Navidad,

December 6, 1493 - Haiti discovered by Columbus

December 08, 1493 - Columbus Founds La Isabela

April 24, 1494 - Columbus Departs La Isabela to Explore

May 4, 1494 - Christopher Columbus lands in Jamaica

July 02, 1494 - Spain Ratified the Treaty of Tordesillas

August 20, 1494 - Columbus Returned To Hispaniola

March 10, 1496 - Christopher Columbus concluded his second visit to the New World.

May 2, 1497 - John Cabot departs to North-America

May 10, 1497 - Amerigo Vespucci Leaves For First Voyage To New World

June 24, 1497 - John Cabot claims eastern Canada for England

August 06, 1497 - John Cabot Returned to England

May 30, 1498 - Columbus Departs With Six Ships for Third Trip to America

July 31, 1498 - Columbus Makes Landfall on Trinidad

August 01, 1498 - Columbus Lands on South America

August 16, 1498 - Christopher Columbus reached Magarita Island (Venezuela)

August 19, 1498 - Arrival at Hispaniola

October 01, 1500 - Columbus Sent Back to Spain in Chains

May 9, 1502 - Columbus Left Spain On His Fourth And Final Trip To New World

June 29, 1502 - Columbus Arrives Santo Domingo - Fourth Voyage

July 30, 1502 - Columbus First Contact with Maya

October 16, 1502 - Columbus Arrives at Almirante Bay, Panama

January 09, 1503 - Columbus Builds Garrison Mouth of Rio Belen

January 20, 1503 - Casa Contratacion Founded To Deal With American Affairs

June 25, 1503 - Columbus Shipwrecked on Jamaica

November 07, 1504 - Columbus Returned To Spain Following His Fourth Voyage

May 20, 1506 - Christopher Columbus Died

April 25, 1507 - Geographer Martin Waldseemuller and Matthias Ringmann First Used the Name America

March 27, 1513 - Spanish Explorer Sights Florida

April 2, 1513 - Explorer Juan Ponce de León claims Florida for Spain

March 06, 1521 - Magellan Discovers Guam

April 22, 1522 - Treaty of Saragosa Spain & Portugal Divide Eastern Hemisphere

January 17, 1524 - Giovanni da Verrazzano Departs for First North American Exploration

March 01, 1524 - Giovanni da Verrazzano Arrives Cape Fear, North Carolina

April 17, 1524 - Giovanni da Verrazzano Enters Hudson Bay

July 08, 1524 - Giovanni da Verrazzano Returns to France

September 29, 1526 - Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón Lands in South Carolina

October 8, 1525 - First European Settlement in North America Founded

December 25, 1526 - Pánfilo de Narváez Receives License to Settle in Florida

June 17, 1527 - Narváez Expedition Departs Spain

April 12, 1528 - Narváez Expedition Arrives Florida

August 03, 1527 – First Documented Letter Sent From British North America

November 06, 1528 - Álvar Núñez Cabeza De Vaca Becomes First European in Texas

April 20, 1534 - Jacques Cartier Departs St. Malo To Explore Canadian Coastline

May 19, 1535 - Jacques Cartier Set Sail For A Second Voyage

May 28, 1539 - Hernando de Soto lands in Florida

February 23, 1540 - Coronado Begins Search For the  Seven Cities of Gold

April 22, 1540 - Coronado Departs San Miguel de Culiacán

May 8, 1541 - Hernando De Soto Reaches the Mississippi River

May 23, 1541 Cartier Departed Saint-Malo on His Third Voyage With Five Ships

September 30, 1541 - Hernando De Soto And His Forces Enter Tula Territory

May 12, 1542 - Hernando de Soto Died on the Banks of the Mississippi River

November 20, 1542 - Spain Delegates "New Laws" Against Slavery In America

September 19, 1559 - Hurricane Destroys First Spanish Settlement at Pensacola

December 09, 1561- Edwin Sandys Born

June 11, 1562 - Jean Ribault Leaves Twenty-Eight Men on Parris Island NC

June 22, 1564 - French Establish Fort Caroline in Florida

October 18, 1564 - John Hawkins Second Voyage - Established English Slave Trade

September 08, 1565 - Founding of St. Augustine

September 28, 1565 - Jean Ribault Returns with Relief Expedition to Fort Caroline

September 20 - 1565 - Spanish Destroy Fort Caroline

September 29, 1565 - Massacre at Matanzas Inlet

November 15, 1577 - Sir Francis Drake Sets out to Circumnavigate the Earth

December 13, 1577 - Sir Francis Drake Second Departure on Quest to Circumnavigate the Earth

June 17, 1579 - Sir Francis Drake Lands On the Coast Of California

September 26, 1580 - Francis Drake returned to Plymouth, England

June 11, 1583 - Sir Humphrey Gilbert Departs England for New Foundland

August 05, 1583 - Gilbert claims Newfoundland

August 29, 1583 - Wreck of the Delight- Gilbert Expedition

August 31, 1583 - Sir Humphrey Gilberts Fleet Leaves Newfoundland

September 09, 1583 - Sir Humphrey Gilbert and his Ship the Squirrel Disappear in a Storm

March 25, 1584 - Sir Walter Raleigh Receives Humphrey Gilbert's patent to explore North America

July 04, 1584 - First Explorers of Roanoke Island Arrive

April 09, 1585 - First Settlers Depart England for Roanoke Island

May 19, 1585 - Spain Seized English Merchant Ships - Spawns the Anglo-Spanish War

September 14, 1585 - Drake Departs on the Great Raid

November 11, 1585 - Sir Francis Drake Raids Santiago

January 01, 1586 - Sir Francis Drake Raids Santo Domingo

June 6, 1586 - Sir Francis Drake Raid on St. Augustine

June 19, 1586 - First Attempt to Settle Roanoke Island Fails As English Colonists Flee

July 3, 1586 - Grenville Returns to Roanoke Island to Re-supply the First Colony

July 28, 1586 - Sir Thomas Harriot introduces potatoes to the English Isles

May 8, 1587 - Second Group of Settlers Depart England for Roanoke Island

July 22, 1587 - Lost Colony Established

August 18, 1587 - Virginia Dare - First English Child Born In The New World

July 21, 1588 - English Fleet Begins Bombardment of the Spanish Armada

July 29, 1588 - Spanish Armada Defeated and Scattered By English Defenders

October 24, 1590 – John White Returns to England From Lost Colony of Roanoke

April 30, 1598 - Juan de Oñate Claims all of the territory drained by the Rio Grande

June 23, 1601 - Juan de Oñate Begins Great Plains Expedition

May 15, 1602 - Cape Cod Discovered By English Navigator Bartholomew Gosnold

November 12, 1602 - Sebastián Vizcaíno Names San Diego

December 16, 1602 - Sebastian Vizcaíno Enters Monterey Bay

September 05, 1604 - Samuel Champlain Sights Isles des Monts Desert

April 10, 1606 - The First Charter Of Virginia Is Adopted

December 20, 1606 - English Colonists Sail From London to Found Jamestown Colony

April 26, 1607 - First British to Establish an American Colony Land At Cape Henry VA

May 14, 1607 - English Colonists Land Near James River in Virginia

May 26, 1607 - Jamestown Residents Under Attack

August 13, 1607 - Popham Colony Established

August 31, 1607 - Maine's First Ship Begun - Pinnace Virginia

September 17, 1607 - First Jury Award in the English Colonies

September 28, 1607 - Samuel de Champlain and his Colonists Depart Nova Scotia

January 7, 1698 - Fire Destroys Jamestown Virginia

July 03, 1608 - Samuel De Champlain Founds Quebec City

June 02, 1608 - Smith's First Chesapeake Voyage

August 13, 1608 - John Smith's Story Of Jamestown's First Days Submitted For Publication

September 10, 1608 - John Smith Takes Over as Governor of Jamestown

October 01, 1608 - First Non-English Settlers Arrived in Jamestown

June 2, 1609 - Sea Venture - Third Supply Shipment  For Jamestown Leaves Plymouth, England

July 28, 1609- Wreck of the Sea Venture - Third Jamestown Supply Mission

September 3, 1609 - Hudson Sailed Into New York's Harbor

September 7, 1609 - Shipwreck Survivors on Burmuda Begin Building the Ship Patience

September 12, 1609 - Henry Hudson Enters Hudson River

September 23, 1609 - Henry Hudson Departs North America

February 28, 1610 - Thomas West Baron De La Warr Appointed First Governor of Virginia

May 24, 1610 - Sir Thomas Gates Institutes "Laws Divine Moral And Martiall

June 8, 1610 - Thomas West Saves Jamestown Colony

August 02, 1610 - Henry Hudson Discovers Hudson Bay

August 9, 1610 - Lord De la Warr Initiated the First Anglo-Powhatan War

June 22, 1611 - Hudson's Crew Mutinies

October 20, 1611 - Hudson's Discovery Returns to London

July 2, 1613 - Samuel Argall Leads English Expedition to Mount Desert Island

July 20, 1613 - John Rolf in Virginia Receives First Tobacco Samples

April 14, 1614 - Pocahontas Daughter Of Chief Powhatan Marries Planter John Rolfe

October 11, 1614 - Adriaen Block Petitions for Exclusive New Netherlands Trading Rights

June 12, 1616 - Pocahontas and John Rolfe arrive in London

November 18, 1618 - Great Charter of Virginia Drafted

April 19, 1619 - Governor George Yeardly Arrives Jamestown

July 17, 1619 - First Labor Strike in Colonial America Ends  

July 30, 1619 – Virginia Company Formed First Elective Colonial Governing Body

August 29, 1619 ? - First Blacks Land at Jamestown Virginia

January 31, 1620 - Virginia Colony Leaders Request More Orphans for Workers

February 02, 1620 - First Pierce Patent to Pilgrims

July 22, 1620 - Pilgrims Depart Delfshaven, Netherlands for England

August 15, 1620 - Mayflower Sets Sail From England

November 03, 1620 - Council for New England Organized

November 11. 1620 - Mayflower Compact Signed

November 20, 1620 - Birth of First English Child in New England

December 21, 1620 - Pilgrims Assigned Out House-Plots To 19 Family Groups

January 7, 1621 - Plymouth Settlers Divided Into 19 Families

February 17, 1621 - Miles Standish Appointed First Commander of Plymouth Colony

March 16, 1621 - Samoset First Visits Plymouth Colony

March 22, 1621 - Massasoit and Pilgrims Agree On League Of Friendship

April 5, 1621 - Mayflower Sails From Plymouth on a Return Trip to England

June 3, 1621 - Dutch West India Company receives charter for "New Netherlands"

June 18, 1621 - The First Duel In America Took Place

December 05 - 1621 - First Report of European Honeybees in the Colonies

March 22, 1622 - Second Powhatan War Begins With Massacre

September 04, 1622 - Ill Fated Treasure Ship Nuestra Señora de Atocha Departs Havanna

September 21, 1621 - Earliest Possible Date for the First Thanksgiving Day

June 14, 1623 - First Breach-Of-Promise Lawsuit In Colonies

September 10, 1623 - First Cargo Departs New Plymouth for England - Lumber and Furs

November 05, 1623 - Fire At Plymouth Massachusetts Destroys Several Buildings

March 29, 1624 - First Wave of Dutch Settlers Depart for New Netherlands

June 16, 1624 - Virginia Company Loses Charter - Virginia Becomes Crown Colony

May 4, 1626 - Peter Minuit Becomes Director-General of New Netherlands

May 6, 1626 Dutch Governor Peter Minuit Buys Manhattan for $24 in Trinkets

November 15, 1626 - Pilgrims Buy Out London Investors

March 19, 1628 - The Massachusetts Bay Colony Founded

June 7, 1628 - Charles I grants Royal Assent to The Petition of Right

June 9, 1628 - First deportation from British North American Colonies

September 06, 1628 - Puritans land at Salem, Massachusettes

August 26, 1629 - Cambridge Agreement Mass Bay Co Stockholders Agree To Emigrate

January 13, 1630 - Warwick Patent to Plymouth Colony Issued

April 8, 1630 - First Four Ships of the "Winthrop Fleet" Depart From Yarmouth, England

May 29, 1630 - Governor John Winthrop Begins "History of New England"

May 30, 1630 - Dorchester Massachusetts Established

June 25, 1630 - Table Fork Introduced To American Dining By John Winthrop

July 12, 1630 - Dutch Buy Gull Island From Natives, Later Renamed Ellis Island

September 16, 1630 - Shawmut changes name to Boston

September 30, 1630 - First execution in British North America

October 19, 1630 - In Boston The First General Court Is Held

December 28, 1630 - Massachusetts Bay Colony Chooses New Site for Capital

February 5, 1631 - Rhode Island Founder Roger Williams Arrives In Boston

May 18, 1631-Massachusetts Bay Colony Grants Freemen Voting Rights

August 17, 1631 - Kent Island, Maryland Settled

June 20, 1632 - King Charles I Grants 2nd Lord Baltimore Rights To Chesapeake Bay Area

October 08, 1633 - Dorchester Massachusettes Holds First Town Meeting

March 3, 1634 - First tavern in Boston opens

March 25, 1634 - Lord Baltimore Founded Catholic Colony Of Maryland

May 14, 1634 - Massachusetts Freemen Elect Representatives to Draft Body of Liberties

April 23, 1635 - Oldest Us Public Institution Boston Latin School Founded

April 28, 1635 - Virginia Governor John Harvey Accused Of Treason & Removed From Office

August 25, 1635 - Great-Colonial Hurricane of 1635 Dissipated

October 09, 1635 - Roger Williams Banished From Mass Bay Colony

October 04, 1636 - First code of law for Plymouth Colony

March 17, 1637 - The First Recorded Celebration Of St. Patrick's Day In Boston

May 26, 1637 - First Battle Of Pequot At New Haven Ct Kills 500 Indians

March 29, 1638 - First Permanent White Settlement In Delaware

June 1, 1638 - The New England Earthquake of 1638 - First 'Quake Felt by the Colonists

January 6, 1639 - Virginia Is First Colony To Order Surplus Crops Destroyed

January 14, 1639 - First Connecticut Constitution Adopted In Hartford, Connecticut

March 01, 1639 - John Winthrop Reports First UFO Sighting

March 13, 1639 - Cambridge College Renamed Harvard

May 20, 1639 - Dorchester MA Forms First School Funded By Local Taxes

June 6, 1639 - Massachusetts Grants 500 Acres Of Land For A Gunpowder Mill

September 25, 1639 - First Printing Press in British North

November 05, 1639 - First Colonial Post Office at Boston

October 17, 1640 White Man and a Black Woman Who Commited Fornication Sentenced for Crime

December 10, 1641 - Body Of Liberties Copied And Sent To All The Towns

March 1, 1642 - Georgeana (York) Me Became The First Incorporated American City

June 14, 1642 - First Compulsory Education Law In America Passed By Massachusetts

September 23, 1642 - Harvard College First Commencement

February 25, 1643 - Dutch Colonists Kill Algonquin Indians

May 19, 1643 - Formation of the New England Confederation

February 05, 1644 - First Livestock Branding Law Passed in Colonies

March 07, 1644 - Massachusetts Becomes Became A Bicameral Assembly

March 14, 1644 - England grants patent for Providence Plantations

April 18, 1644 - Third Anglo-Powatan War Begins

August 30, 1645 - Dutch and Indians Sign Peace Treaty

March 6, 1646 - Joseph Jenkes, Ma, Receives First Colonial Machine Patent

October 28, 1646 - Reverend John Eliot Preached First Sermon to Massachusett Tribe

November 04, 1646 - Massachusetts Bay Colony Passes Law - Denying Devine Origin a Crime

May 11, 1647 - Peter Stuyvesant Arrives in New Amsterdam

November 11, 1647 - Massachusetts Passes First Colonial Compulsory School Attendance Law

June 15, 1648 - First Execution for Witchcraft - Margaret Jones Hanged

October 04, 1648 - Peter Stuyvesant Establishes Americas First Volunteer Firemen

October 18, 1648 - First Trade Organization In Colonies - The Company of Shoomakers

April 21, 1649 - Maryland Toleration Act Passed Allowing Freedom Of Worship

May 31, 1650 - Harvard Granted Charter, Still In Effect Today

October 03, 1650 - Parliament Passes Act Asserting Rule Over the Colonies

July 24, 1653 - Anthony Johnson, A Free Black, Receives Grant Of 250 Acres

October 09, 1651 - Navigation Act Passes Parliament

May 18, 1652 - Rhode Island Enacts First law Banning Slavery

May 27, 1652 - Massachusetts Bay Mint Act Establishes Illegal Colonial Mint

June 27, 1652 - New Amsterdam Enacts First Speed Limit Law in North America

February 2, 1653 New Amsterdam Becomes A City 

May 3, 1654 - First Toll Bridge in the Colonies Authorized

March 08, 1655 - John Casor Becomes First Slave In America 

April 26, 1655 - Pirate "Black Sam" Bellamy Goes Down With His Ship

August 28, 1655 - New Amsterdam Bars Jews From Military Service

February 22, 1656 - New Amsterdam Granted a Jewish Burial Site

June 20, 1676 - The First Thanksgiving Proclamation - Charlestown, Massachusetts

July 11, 1656 - First Quakers Arrive in Boston

September 22, - 1656 All Female Jury Tries Woman Accused of Killing Her Child

October 14, 1656 - Massachusetts Enacts the First Legislation Against the Quakers

December 27, 1657 - Signing of the Flushing Remonstrance

October 27, 1659 – Quakers William Robinson and Marmaduke Stevenson Executed

October 15, 1660 - Asser Levy Granted Butcher's License In New Amsterdam

January 26, 1662 - First American Lime Kiln Begins Operation (Providence RI)

April 23, 1662 - Royal Charter Granted Connecticut

April 6, 1663 - King Charles II Signs Carolina Charter

July 8, 1663 - King Charles Ii Of England Grants A Charter To Rhode Island

July 27, 1663 – The English Parliament Passes the Second Navigation Act

September, 13 - 1663 First Serious Slave Uprising - Gloucester County Conspiracy

December 31, 1663 - Eliot Bible Finished - First Printed Bible in the English Colonies

March 12, 1664, New Jersey Becomes a British Colony
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June 15, 1215 - King John I signs Magna Carta at Runnymede England

For the first time in English history, a band of rebel barons forced a monarch to cede a portion of his power when they compelled King John I to sign the Magna Carta on June 15, 1215. The Magna Carta inspired much of the revolutionary fervor for liberties that resulted in the American Revolution and the Constitution that followed.

King John I Angers the Barons

In 1209, Pope Innocent III had excommunicated King John I over a dispute over the appointment of a new Archbishop of Canterbury. During this period, he also indulged in a disastrous war against the French. His fiscal policies resulted in excessive taxation exacted from the English barons.

Rebellion

English barons had rebelled before; however, they always had a successor in mind. By a matter of coincidences, there was no clear successor available in 1215. The barons had wanted to overthrow John II, but with no successor available, they settled on negotiating with the king. With an armed rebellion brewing, King John II agreed to meet in a meadow near London called Runnymede. At this meeting, the barons presented their grievances to the king. The King signed the document, called the Magna Carta, temporarily resolving the crises.

Continued Defiance

One segment of the Magna Carta (Great Charter) called for the creation of a committee of barons to oversee the King's observance of the Charter. They would have the power to depose the King if they felt he had broken the agreement. King John II objected to this clause and rebelled against it, prompting the First Baron’s War that did not end until King John died in 1216 during a siege. When the new king took power at adulthood, Henry III signed a shorter version of the Charter that did not contain the contentious article.

Influencing Political Thought

The Magna Carta did not confer rights on the common people. It only gave rights to the barons. However, over time the freedoms granted by the Charter expanded and became more important. The men that wrote the Constitution and the Bill of Rights in the aftermath of the American Revolution drew much of their inspiration from the Magna Carta and thus a document signed by a beleaguered English king in 1215 influences United States law today.
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October 19, 1469 - Ferdinand and Isabella Marry, Uniting Aragon and Castile
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The marriage of the two sovereigns that would set Spain off on its course of colonial empire and world dominance began in a swirl of political intrigue and a secret elopement.

Isabella I of Castile (April 22, 1451 - November 26, 1504)

The daughter of John II of Castile and Isabella of Portugal, Isabella was native to the city of Madrigal de las Altas Torres, Ávila in west central Spain. She had a brother, Alfonso. This was a tumultuous era in Spain's history and resources were stretched thin, even for those of royal blood. Second in line to the throne to her half brother Henry after Alfonso, Isabella's living conditions as a child were frugal at best. At times, there was little food and sometimes the household struggled to find proper clothing. The royal household suffered an almost continuous shortage of money. Isabella received a good education in spite of the living conditions. Henry became King of Castile on July 21, 1454 three years before Isabella's birth.

Political Marriages

Henry plotted advantageous marriages for his young sister at an early age, betrothing her to Ferdinand, son of John II of Navarre when she was six. This betrothal was short lived, but Henry continued to plot. Henry married Blanche II of Navarre in 1540, but the union produced no children, as Henry was unable to consummate the marriage. Henry blamed his condition on a curse, one that only affected his relations with his wife. Pope Nicholas V annulled the marriage, paving the way for Henry's eventual marriage to Joan of Portugal. The union produced a daughter, Joanna, in 1462. Political enemies of Henry continually questioned Joanna's parentage, claiming Henry did not sire her. After Joanna's birth, Henry summoned his eleven-year-old half sister to court, where her living conditions improved.

Civil War

Henry named Joanna as his heir, but conflicts among the nobles concerning her paternity caused Henry to compromise, naming his half brother Alfonso as his heir. Civil war began when Henry reneged on this arrangement and began supporting his daughter again. The rebelling nobles conducted an insurrection during which they named Alfonso king. This dispute ended when Alfonso died suddenly of a disease, though many suspected poison. At his death, he left his throne to his sister, Isabella. Avoiding civil war, Isabella and Henry agreed that Isabella would be his official heir. She could marry only with his permission, but he could not force a marriage on her.

Ferdinand II of Aragon (March 10, 1452 – January 23, 1516)

The son of John II of Aragon and Juana Enríquez, Ferdinand was native to Sada Palace, Sos del Rey Católico, Kingdom of Aragon. John saw to it that Ferdinand received an excellent education, well grounded in the humanities and government. Ferdinand was an ardent supporter of the arts and music. John named Ferdinand his heir in 1461. He would become King of Sicily, by virtue of his father's alliances, in 1468.

Marriage to Isabella

Henry had continued to attempt to find a political union for Isabella that suited his needs. He betrothed her to Pedro Girón Acuña Pacheco, a union that repelled Isabella. Thankfully, for her, Pedro died while she was traveling to meet him. He attempted to marry her to Alfonso V of Portugal, a union she rebuffed. She made a secret promise during this time to marry the young, handsome Prince Ferdinand of Castile. He was seventeen, she eighteen. Isabella and Ferdinand were second cousins, by virtue of a common descent from John I of Castile, thus they would need a special papal dispensation.  Ferdinand had his supporters prepare the document, which later turned out to be forged. Ferdinand crossed into Castile in disguise to meet Isabella, who had slipped away from her brother's court. They married on October 19, 1469 at the Palacio de los Vivero in the city of Valladolid. The union would last until Isabella's death in 1504 and produce five children.

Union, Reconquista and Columbus' Voyages of Discovery

Isabella would succeed to the throne of Castile in 1474, Ferdinand to the throne of Aragon in 1479. Neither monarch had any political power in the other's realms; however, they ran the kingdoms with united goals. Each kingdom retained its own laws; however, their efforts led to the eventual conquest of the remainder of Spain when they drove out the Muslims, completing the Reconquista in 1492. Later that year they would authorize Columbus' first voyage, forever changing the course of history on three continents.
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April 29, 1483 - Gran Canaria Conquered By the Kingdom Of Castile
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Canary Islands

The Canary Islands are an archipelago consisting of seven islands. These islands include Tenerife, Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria, Lanzarote, La Palma, La Gomera and El Hierro. The islands lie about sixty-two miles west of the African nation of Morroco. Tenerife is the largest of the islands and is the most populous. Various theories have evolved over how the name originated. One theory says the name derives from the Latin word for dog, Canariae insulae. According to the Roman historian Pliny, this is because originally the island contained vast numbers of dogs. Another one supposes that the island hosted a huge population of monk seals. The Romans called seals "sea dogs." Another theorizes that the original inhabitants worshiped dogs. There are other theories, but these are the most popular. The Spanish colonized the islands, starting in 1402. They did not complete their conquest until 1495, but by 1492, they maintained a secure harbor there. The islands lie southwest of Spain.

Staging Area for Columbus' Voyage West

Europeans had tried many times to sail west, using the Azores as a staging area. The prevailing westerly winds at the Azores prevented sailing ships from traveling in that direction. Christopher Columbus had learned about the prevailing easterlies at the Canary Islands. This secret he had kept guarded close, allowing no one to learn of it. From Spain, he had sailed on August 3, 1492 and arrived at the port of port of San Sebastián, secured by Spain just nine years before. Columbus would stay on the Canary Islands for several weeks, repairing his ships and bolstering supplies. The port would become a traditional stop for Columbus’ ensuing voyages and for many of the Spanish ships heading to their possessions in the New World in later years.

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


May 1, 1486 - Christopher Columbus' Initial Meeting With Queen Isabella
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Months of lobbying the Spanish Court finally paid off for Christopher Columbus. His efforts finally convinced the Queen to meet with him. He wanted her to review his proposal to reach the East by sailing West over the vast Atlantic Ocean.

Christopher Columbus (October 1450/1451 - May 20, 1506)

Many things about the early life of history's most renowned explorer are still a mystery to historians. They have not been able to pin down the exact date of his birth or the location. Most believe he entered the world in the Republic of Genoa in modern Italy. We have anglicized his name to Christopher Columbus. However, in his native Genovese his name was Cristoforo Colombo. The Spanish call him Cristóbal Colón. His father worked as a wool weaver in both Genoa and Savona. He also owned a cheese stand at which young Christopher worked while a boy. Most believe that his mother was Susanna of Fontanarossa (1435-1489). She also bore four other children, Bartolomeo, Giovanni, Giacomo, and a daughter named Bianchinetta. Columbus claimed he first went to sea at the age of ten in one of his letters.

Early Life

By 1473, Columbus had begun his seafaring career. Between the years 1473 and 1477 he apparently traveled to the Aegean island Chios. He also sailed with an armed convoy to England and Ireland. There is also a possibility that he visited the Norse colony on Iceland. In 1479. He married the daughter of a Portuguese Knight of Santiago, Filipa Moniz Perestrelo. She bore Christopher his son, Diego Columbus, in 1479 or 1480. Columbus had one other illegitimate son, Ferdinand Columbus, by Beatriz Enriquez de Arana. The fate of Columbus' wife, Filipa Moniz, remains a mystery. Some accounts say she died in 1485, others say Columbus walked out on her. Regardless, by 1485 she was out of his life when he began his quest to find a sponsor for his proposed explorations.

Self Taught Education

Columbus learned to speak and read three languages, Latin, Portuguese, and Castilian. He also studied astronomy, geography, and history. Somehow, he learned about the trade winds that rode through the equatorial regions. Whether he learned by personal experience or by conversations with sailors, no one really knows.

He also read the works of Claudius Ptolemy. Cardinal Pierre d'Ailly's Im ago Mundi and the travels of Marco Polo also met his eyes. He studied Sir John Mandeville and Pliny's Natural History. Pope Pius II's Historia Rerum Ubique Gestarum rounded out his reading fare. Through these works, he arrived at his theory of reaching the East by sailing west.

It Was All About Trade

Until 1453, the land trade route over the Silk Road to Asia had been reasonably safe. When the Ottoman Turks conquered the last stanchion of the Roman Empire, Constantinople, in 1453 the route became more dangerous. The lucrative trade with China and India cut off, European kings and merchants sought a safer, faster route to the Orient. They desperately wanted the silk, spices and other exotic wares of those lands. Christopher Columbus thought he had the answer.

Competing Theories

Washington Irving's biography of Columbus in 1828 planted the idea that Fifteenth Century scholars thought the Earth was flat. Though many people at the time believed this was so, most scholars believed that the Earth was spherical in shape. The biggest debates came over the size of the Earth. Using geography, astronomer Eratosthenes (276 BC - 194 BC), had calculated the Earth's circumference. Claudius Ptolemy (AD 90 – c.?)168) also calculated the circumference of the Earth during Roman times. An Arab astronomer had also calculated the Earth's circumference. This Arab, Alfraganus (Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Kathir al-Farghani) lived during the Ninth Century. He wrote a textbook, A Compendium of the Science of the Stars, around 833. Columbus, and many other scholars, based their belief on the earth's size on the writings of Alfraganus. His calculations led Columbus to believe that the earth was 18,765 miles in circumference at the equator. Eratosthenes' calculations indicated a circumference of 24,854. Both men were close, but the confusion came in because Alfraganus used the Arabic mile in his calculations. This mile is longer than the standard European mile in use at the time. If you apply the Arabic mile to Alfraganus calculations, his numbers match Eratosthenes. Columbus, and many others of that age, did not realize this. This is important because Columbus used the smaller number to prove that a voyage across the Atlantic was possible.

Columbus Travels to Portugal

In 1485, Columbus tried to sell his idea to King John II of Portugal, who was interested. He consulted with his geographers about it. They, believing Ptolemy's numbers, felt that the distance was too far. A Fifteenth Century ship simply could not carry enough supplies to make the voyage. King John II rejected him twice.

Travel to Spain

After the second rejection in 1488, Columbus traveled to Spain to consult with Queen Isabella. He gained his first audience with the Queen on May 1, 1486. After consulting with her science experts, she rejected the proposal for the same reasons of her Portuguese counterpart. She did grant him a living allowance to keep him in Spain and prevent his entering service with any other European monarch. The Muslims still occupied the Iberian Peninsula. The monarchs still had most of their resources devoted to the Reconquista of Al-Andalus. Columbus would have to wait for six long years for this war to end and allow him another chance to present his proposal to the Queen again. It was during this period that he became involved with Beatriz Enriquez de Arana and had his second son, Ferdinand, in August 1488. During Columbus's first voyage in 1492 she cared for both her son and Columbus' other son, Diego.
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January 02, 1492 - Spain Recaptures Granada from the Moors (Granada Day)
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Expulsion of the Muslims

The combined forces of Queen Isabella of the Spanish kingdom of Castile and King Ferdinand of Aragorn successfully completed the Siege of Granada when the Moorish Sultan Boabdil surrendered the city to the Spanish armies.

Reconquista

The Muslim invasion of the Iberian Peninsula in 711 resulted in the complete conquest in 788. The Christians began a 781-year war of liberation that bears the name of Reconquista. Most historians begin this battle for re-conquest at the Battle of Covadonga. This battle probably occurred in 722 and marked the first big Christian victory in its battles with the Muslims. King Ferdinand II of Aragorn's marriage to Queen Isabella I of Castile on October 19, 1469 united their kingdoms. The monarchs together began their twenty-year struggle to expel the Muslims from Europe.

The War Against the Emirate of Granada

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella began their war against the Emirate of Granada in 1482. Spanish conquests had driven the last of the Muslim invaders to this region on the southern coast of Spain. King Boabdil readied his forces for the last stand against the Spanish onslaught.

Siege of Grenada

The Siege began on April 1491 and ended on January 2, 1492 with the capitulation of the Muslim rulers. The monarchs had finally successfully ended the Reconquista of Al-Andalus. The Spanish had driven out the Muslims. The Spanish still celebrate this victory as Grenada Day. With this conquest complete, they were ready to compete with the other European powers in their trade with China. The war ended, the King and Queen of Spain now had funds available for other projects. One of these would be the still in the future contract with a man named Christopher Columbus. Their funding of his voyages, following their contract with him on April 17, 1492 would change Spain, Europe and the new worlds that Columbus would discover.
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April 17, 1492 Christopher Columbus Signs Contract With Spain to Find the Indies
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After many years of patient waiting and lobbying, Christopher Columbus finally achieved his goal. The King and Queen of Spain finally relented in January 1492. They granted his request for a formal audience and scheduled it for April 17, 1492.

Expulsion of the Muslims

The Muslim invasion of the Iberian Peninsula in 711 resulted in the complete its complete conquest in 788. The Christians began a 781-year war of liberation that bears the name of Reconquista. Most historians begin this battle for re-conquest at the Battle of Covadonga. This battle probably occurred in 722 and marked the first big Christian victory in its battles with the Muslims. King Ferdinand II of Aragorn's marriage to Queen Isabella I of Castile on October 19, 1469 united their kingdoms. The monarchs together began their twenty-year struggle to expel the Muslims from Europe.  Muslim occupancy ended at the city of Grenada after the Siege of Grenada. The Siege began on April 1491 and ended on January 2, 1492 with the capitulation of the Muslim rulers. The monarchs had finally successfully ended the Reconquista of Al-Andalus. With this conquest complete, they were ready to compete with the other European powers in their trade with China. They were receptive to Columbus' ideas of a direct route across the Atlantic Ocean. The current route around the Horn of Africa was a perilously long trip.

The Agreement

Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand met Columbus at their Alcázar in the southern Spanish city of Cordova. After listening to his plan, Queen Isabella initially turned him down on the advice of her confessor. After Columbus left the court, he gathered his possessions and started to depart Cordova on a mule. King Ferdinand intervened, sent a royal messenger after Columbus, and brought him back to the Court.

Contract Signed

After many negotiations, they signed a document entitled the Capitulations of Santa Fe. They promised to give him the titles Admiral of the Ocean Sea, Viceroy, and Governor-General. They also promised to make him an honorific Don. They also granted him a ten percent share in any riches the voyage produced. Columbus next began preparations for his historic voyage.
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August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus Sets Sail On His First Voyage
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Seven years of patient lobbying finally paid off for Christopher Columbus. On August 3, 1492, he set out with three ships from Palos os de la Frontera, Spain on his first voyage of exploration.

A New Trade Route

Columbus and the monarchs had signed the contract promising support for Columbus' voyage on April 17, 1492. The thrust of the voyage was to find a sea route to the spices and silks of the East Indies and China. All the nations of Europe coveted this trade, which the Muslims had interrupted with their conquests in Asia Minor. These disruptions had made the old Silk Road route dangerous and unstable. The route around the Horn of Africa was long and tedious. Columbus believed that a route straight across the ocean would lead to Asia. He was right, but never dreamed there was a continent in the way. Once they signed the contract, Columbus bent to the task of organizing his voyage. The Spanish town of Palos os de la Frontera would serve as the springboard for Columbus' historic voyage.

Palos os de la Frontera

King Alfonso XI of Castile granted Alonso Carro and his wife Berenguela Gómez the land Palos would occupy in 1322. That year is the town's official founding year. Paleolithic, Tartessian, Roman, Visigothic, and Muslim peoples may have occupied the site previously. The inhabitants of the town were mostly fishermen. Queen Isabella required the inhabitants to contribute to Columbus' effort.

The Men Involved

Martín Alonso Pinzón and his younger brother Vicente Yáñez Pinzón assisted Columbus. Martin would command the Pinta and Viceente would command the Nina. Columbus would captain the Santa Maria. Juan Niño of Moguer owned the Nina, while Juan de la Cosa owned the Santa Maria. Cristobal Quintero owned the Pinta that was nicknamed "The Pint", "The Look", or "The Spotted One." Many members of the crews of the ships came from Palos and the surrounding area. The combined crews of the ships numbered eighty-seven. Masters and pilots were paid 2000 maravedis per month. Able seamen received 1000 maravedis per month. Ordinary seamen and ship's boys were paid 666 maravedis per month. At the time of Columbus' voyage gold was worth 3000 maravedis per ounce and silver 100 maravedis per ounce.

The Ships

La Santa María de la Inmaculada Concepción (Santa Maria) was the largest of the three ships. Built in Pontevedra, Galicia, the ship was a type of ship called a carrack. A carrack is a three or four masted square-rigged ship used for longer voyages by the Spanish and Portuguese. The Santa Maria would have been about fifty-eight feet long and about 100 tons. It would have been about eighteen feet wide and drawn about ten feet of water. The crew would have numbered about forty sailors. Merchants typically used carracks for trade.  The Pinta was a type of ship called a caravel and it was Columbus' fastest ship. The Portuguese developed caravels in the Fifteenth Century. They were small, maneuverable two-masted ships used mostly for exploration. The Pinta was about fifty-six feet long, seventeen feet wide and about seventy tons. It had a draught of about eight feet of water. The crew would have been twenty-six. The Nina was also a caravel and its name was Spanish for "Little Girl." The Nina became Columbus' favorite ship. It would have been about fifty feet long, sixteen feet wide and about sixty tons. It had a draught of about seven feet and carried a crew of twenty-four.

Three Months of Planning

On the evening of August 3, 1492, Christopher Columbus and his crews set off from the minor Spanish port Palos os de la Frontera. It was on a voyage of major consequences. Spain and all of Europe would change completely because of the voyage. The natives of the new lands Columbus discovered would suffer major consequences, as well. But on that evening long ago, the sailors were uncertain about their destination and their fates. However, their place in history was secure.
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August 12, 1492 - Christopher Columbus Arrives In the Canary Islands
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Columbus arrived at the Canary Islands' port of San Sebastián on the island of La Gomera nine days after leaving Palos os de la Frontera.

Month Long Stopover

A few days after the voyage began the rudder on the Pinta broke. The crew secured the rudder with ropes, a repair that lasted until their arrival on the Canary Islands. While at the Islands, Columbus had the ship repaired and the sails of the Nina re-rigged. He also stocked additional provisions on the ships. Columbus heard rumors of a nearby Portuguese flotilla that intended to capture him during his stay. He departed San Sebastián de La Gomera on September 6, 1492 on the final leg of his voyage west.  His stopover made the Canaries a traditional stopover for later Spanish galleons sailing to the New World.
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October 12, 1492 - Columbus Arrives In the Bahamas
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Columbus and his three crews departed the Canary Islands on September 6, 1492 after getting the broken rudder on the Pinta fixed. They would spend five long weeks sailing west over open ocean.

Measuring the Distance Sailed

Columbus recorded the distance the ships sailed each day using two different measurements. Historians at first believed that he recorded the distance this way to deceive the crew. They thought he reported the shorter distance to the crew to quell their fears about sailing so far west and kept the longer, true, distance secret. However, historians have determined that recording two distances was normal for Columbus. One set, indicating longer miles, was in his standard fashion. The shorter set he used the shorter Portuguese leagues to which his crew was accustomed.

Magnetic Declination

By mid-September, on the Thirteenth, Columbus noted that his compass no longer pointed north. He had discovered the phenomenon of magnetic declination. A compass points to magnetic north, not true north. The difference of the angle between the two can vary at different points on the earth and can change over time. No one in Europe had, until Columbus, seen the phenomenon. Columbus at first did not inform his crew of the variation, afraid the knowledge would spark fears in them. When they did learn of it, he calmed then by telling them that the compass did not point to the North Star, which was the ancient method of determining true north. A compass instead pointed towards some point on the earth's surface, and that something was interfering with it. His reputation calmed the crew and the incident passed.

Signs of Land

By late September the crew noticed floating vegetation on the surface of the sea. All the sailors took this to mean that land was nearby. On October 7, the crew sighted large flocks of birds. They managed to trap a few and determined that they were field birds of some sort. This allayed their fears somewhat, but not altogether. Columbus changed the course of the ships to follow the flights of the birds.

Mutiny

By October 10, the fears returned. Food and water were getting short. They had gone five long weeks with no sign of land. The winds had turned cantankerous and supplies were running low. The sailors feared that they would run out of food and water before they could return to Spain, a not unreasonable fear. Columbus quieted his crew by telling them that if they did not sight land in two days, he would turn the ships around and return.

Land

On October 12, 1492, at two o'clock in the morning a crewman, Rodrigo de Triana on the Pinta, gave the cry. Land. A feeling of relief flooded the crew. They had made it. They were in Asia. Historians still dispute which island it was, but they do know it was in the Bahamas. The leading candidates for his landing are Samana Cay, Plana Cays, Grand Turk, and San Salvador Island. San Salvador Island received its current name in 1925 from those that believe it is the spot of Columbus' landing. Many also call this island Watlings Island, after a famous pirate. Columbus spent little time on the island. He was anxious to reach Cipangu (Japan). He raised the banner of the Spanish king and claimed the island for Spain, naming it San Salvador, or "Holy Savior." he then continued his explorations.
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October 16, 1492 - Columbus' Fleet Anchors At "Fernandina" (Long Island, Bahamas)
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Long Island in the Bahamas was Christopher Columbus' third stop on his historic first voyage in 1492, his second being Rum Cay and his first possibly San Salvador. The local Arawak tribe that lived on the island called it "Yuma." Columbus named it Fernandina, a name that did not stick. The name Long Island, given by a sailor that thought the island was too long, stuck.

Long Island

The island is about sixty miles long and four miles wide. The northeast side of the island has steep, rocky bluffs; the south side has broad, white soft sand beaches. The island has many caves and the interior terrain variable. Columbus described the natives in detail. He anchored offshore near a village and gave the natives gifts of glass beads and leather thongs. He also restocked his water casks there, directed by the natives to a good source. Columbus reported that the soil seemed fertile and the natives friendly. Finding no gold, he resumed course to the west, leaving the island on October 19, after an unsuccessful attempt to circumnavigate it.
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October 28, 1492 - Columbus Reaches Cuba on First Voyage
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Christopher Columbus' search for China continued for many days. The natives he had conversed with spoke of a large island they called Colba that lay somewhere nearby. On October 28, 1492, Columbus found this large island.

Landfall - Corn and Tobacco

He anchored at the east end of the island in a bay at present day Bariay. He sent two men, Rodrigo de Jerez and Luis de Torres, ashore to explore and find the Chinese emperor. This quest failed, however the two men were the first Europeans to observe the natives smoking tobacco. They smoked with them and managed to trade for some. Thus, with this discovery, they laid the future fortunes of many of the later colonies in Virginia and elsewhere. Columbus came ashore and the island's beauty awed him. He made this entry in his log on October 28:

". . . I have never seen anything so beautiful. The country around the river is full of trees, beautiful and green and different from ours, each with flowers and its own kind of fruit. There are many birds of all sizes that sing very sweetly, and there are many palms different from those in Guinea or Spain. Some are of medium height without any bark at the base, and the leaves are very large. The Indians cover their houses with these leaves. The land is very level.

I took the small boat ashore and approached two houses that I thought belonged to fishermen. The people fled in fear. In one of the houses we found a dog that did not bark, and in both houses we found nets made of palm threads; cords; fishhooks made of horn; harpoons made from bone; and other fishing materials. There were many fire hearths; and I believe that many people live together in each house. I ordered that not one thing be touched, and thus it was done."

During the days he spent exploring Cuba he discovered another native crop that would become an important European staple, corn. Columbus found no gold on Cuba, but these two crops would generate tons of gold for the planters that grew them in later times.
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November 05, 1492 - Christopher Columbus learns of maize
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The grain crop that Americans call corn has many different types. These include dent corn, flint corn, flour corn, popcorn, sweet corn, waxy corn, and pod corn. Mystery shrouds the origins of corn, or maize. Corn originated in the Americas from wild grasses. All varieties probably have similar beginnings through crossings, with different forms of grass, gamagrass and teosinte among the most likely species. These crossings probably occurred naturally, forming the first primitive maize varieties. Archeologists have found corn pollen in soil samples from soils 200 feet below Mexico City, Mexico, that are 80,000 years old. Scientists have also carbon-dated corncobs found in New Mexico bat caves that are around 56,000 years old. Most historians think that the first maize varieties originated in the Tehuacan Valley of Mexico. The original wild forms of maize have become extinct.

Introduction to Europe

Amerindians further developed the grain, which they introduced to Christopher Columbus on his first voyage in 1492 while Columbus explored Cuba On November 5.  There is disagreement among historians about whether Columbus took maize back to Europe on his first, or second, voyage. Regardless, he did take it back. Europeans at first considered it a novelty crop but eventually understood that it was a valuable food source. Cultivation of corn gradually spread over Europe.

Excerpted from the author’s book:

Gardeners' Guide to Growing Sweet Corn
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November 15, 1492 - Christopher Columbus Notes First Reference to Tobacco Smoking
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"The two Christians met with many people on the road going home, men and women with a brand in their hands and herbs to smoke as they are accustomed to do."

With these words, Christopher Columbus made the first reference to tobacco smoking among the natives of the new lands they explored. Columbus and some companions had landed on one of the islands and were walking about, exploring. The natives called the herb tabacos.

The Natives Method of Smoking

The natives rolled the dried herb in dried palm or mais leaves. They lit one end and drew in the smoke with their mouths, smoking the herb until it made them drowsy or drunk. The natives claimed that smoking the herb cured any fatigue they felt. This was not Columbus' first contact with tobacco. On October 12, the first natives he encountered had given him some as a gift. No one in his crew knew the purpose of the herb and they discarded it.

The First Smoker

A member of Columbus' crew, Rodrigo de Jerez, bears the credit for being the first European to smoke. De Jerez took some tobacco back to Spain. The smoke surrounding his face when he smoked frightened people. Spanish authorities threw him in jail because "only Devil could give a man the power to exhale smoke from his mouth." They imprisoned him for seven years and by the time they released him, smoking tobacco had become fashionable.
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November 21, 1492 - Pinta under Martín Alonso Pinzón separates from Columbus
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Legend dances with history in the stories that chronicle the life of Martín Alonso Pinzón. Tales persist of his voyages with French navigator Jean Cousin, whose claims of sighting the New World four years before Columbus remain unsubstantiated. He did supply a substantial portion of the money for the expedition and two of the ships, the Pinta and Niña.

Jean Cousin

Cousin, a native of Dieppe, Normandy, lived in the mid to latter part of the fifteenth century. Several authors have published books about his discoveries, including Francis Parkman. According to these stories, Cousin had sailed to the west coast of Africa in 1488. Fierce storms drove him before them. When the storms died away, Cousin and his crew found themselves off the coast of an unknown land. He and his crew sighted a large river, which historians think was the South American river of Orinoco. At the conclusion of the voyage on their return to France, Cousin dismissed Pinzon for mutinous conduct during the voyage. Most of the information about this voyage was in the Dieppe archives. The English destroyed the archives during their bombardment of the city in 1694, so any information about the voyage is lost.

Martín Alonso Pinzón (1441-1493)

The eldest son of a wealthy Spanish seafaring family in Palos de Moguer, Spain, Pinzon grew up a seaman. After the voyage with Cousin Pinzon retired from the seafaring life. During this time, some feel he heard of the Viking voyages early in the tenth and eleventh Centuries and studied accounts of them. Nevertheless, he learned of Columbus' quest and the men made acquaintance. Some reports say that it was his favorable opinion about Columbus' venture to the Spanish king and queen that convinced them that the voyage was a reasonable risk. When the expense of the voyage proved more than they were willing to make, Pinzon supplied part of the funds and two of the ships. He also worked among his friends and family of Palos de Moguer, convincing them to join the crew.

The 1492 Voyage

Many reports state that Pinzon advised Columbus during the voyage and was always confident of his advice. It was Pinzon who advised Columbus to make a course change on October 6, making it possible for them to find land.

Insubordination

Before reaching their destination, Pinzon and Columbus got on well, Columbus even promising to treat him like a brother upon their return. Once in the Caribbean, things changed. The proclivity towards insubordination that had troubled the voyage with Pinzon surfaced. He became uncooperative and independent. He had falsely claimed, at first, that he had been the first to sight land. The disagreements continued until November 21, 1492, when Pinzon disobeyed a course change order by Columbus and sailed off on his own. Some say to discover more riches that he could claim as his own.
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December 05, 1492 - Columbus Turns South - Missing Florida
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Convinced that his October 28 landing on Cuba had put him on the mainland of Cathay (China) Christopher Columbus continued exploring the Caribbean seas south of Florida. He searched for the legendary city of Zaiton (Quanzhou, China). Thinking that this city, filled with gold, spices and other riches, lay to the south, Columbus changed course and sailed away from the Florida coast. He would leave the discovery of Florida Spanish explorer, Ponce De Leon.
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