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This is the message

we have heard from Him

and declare to you,

that God is light and 

in Him is no darkness at all.

1 John 1:5
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First there was Tozer with The Knowledge of the Holy, and then Packer gave us Knowing God, and now Russell has taken us further with God Light.

There is a tremendous need for a book on this subject. We have witnessed the publication of many books around the statement “God is Love,” but I cannot recall ever seeing one around the statement “God is Light.” It is important that these two attributes of God be brought into conjunction with each other because it is really impossible to discuss love intelligently without understanding light. —Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible

This is truly amazing. I marvel at the wisdom God has given you and the talent to put it on paper in a meaningful/fascinating way. I have anything but a scientific mind! I found myself saying out loud, “Wow, that's amazing,” many times. I worked through the technical only to be thrilled by the application at the end of each chapter. The parallel of God and His Son to the sun is brilliant! I know it’s in God's Word but you have brilliantly explored His message and made it meaningful to an “un-brilliant” person such as myself!

You have opened my eyes to the light around me. Yesterday, as I looked at the clouds casting shadows on the earth, I thought of the truths you have taught me. I look at ordinary things differently. I have already used many of the truths in my mentoring and find myself sharing your thoughts in everyday conversation. This is so rich! ... This is great! ... Wonderful! ... Mind boggling to say the least! ... Great material for discussion! ... Application pieces are truly inspired! —Elizabeth Hightower, Women’s Ministries Leader, Laurelwood Baptist Church 

He obviously is hitting on all twelve cylinders! What an exciting insight into Christ as the light of the world. Thank God for people like this who have the background to illuminate some of these Biblical concepts. —Dr. Joe Aldrich, President, Multnomah Bible College & Biblical Seminary

I was utterly fascinated... I am impressed with the work that you have done, with the directionality it has... I do believe that you have an important message which could be greatly used of the Spirit of God in the world today both among the Christian community and in pre-evangelism of the world. —Dr. Ronald Barclay Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Seminary

It is must reading. —Richard C. Halverson, Chaplain, U.S. Senate

The content is terrific... This is a timely book... There is so much content that many other books and articles could be written from small parts of it. —Dr. Freeman L. Schmitt, Senior Pastor

I got so involved in the subject and read with such great interest that I had trouble reading it critically for accuracy. —Maury J. Merrick, Optics Professor & Consultant

I find it most inspirational. I can’t profess to knowing anything of physics, never having studied the subject: but the explicit way in which you describe it all – I feel I am able to understand... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent. —Evelyn Cox, homemaker

I loved the book God Light!... It is very well written and very understandable. Without seeming condescending or talking down to anyone he gets the point across. The Josh McDowell book, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, is good too... as soon as I finish it I plan on reading God Light again. It’s definitely the better of the two. —Bobby Glasgow, inmate 
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Starting a new position is always a challenge—but this time I was in foreign territory. I had been named Camera Engineering Manager of a Fortune 500 firm. Although I possessed engineering management experience and was an avid amateur photographer, I knew virtually nothing about optics and the theories of light. It was a time of intense technical study. 

Simultaneously I became intrigued with the Apostle John’s statement in 1 John 1:5 that “God is light.” What did John mean? Is there something more to this statement than meets the eye? Did the Holy Spirit of God inspire John to write three simple words that were packed with meaning beyond what John could fully understand? As I studied physical light, these questions remained prevalent in my thinking. 

Virtually all Christians would agree that God is love, God is light, and God is life (1 John 4:8, 1:5, 5:12). These three concepts have been acknowledged by hymn-writers and poets for centuries. However, I found it curious that when it comes to books, literally thousands have been written on the subject God is love and on the new life that God makes available, but precious little has been penned about God is light. 

In my quest I came to understand that some of the characteristics of physical light help us to understand God’s nature and give new meaning to John’s phrase, “God is light.” 

It is significant that when the apostle whom Jesus loved wrote “God is light,” he gave us his purpose for writing this epistle in the previous verse, “We write this to make our joy complete.” It is my desire that contemplating the nature of God as seen in the Apostle John’s statement “God is Light” will bring joy to each reader. 

This book may be considered a series of short essays about God light, each essay designed to provoke further thinking. The short chapters are relatively broad strokes of a brush; it is left up to you, the reader, to add details, highlights, and clarification through personal study, prayer, meditation, and life experiences. It is my prayer that such a process will allow truth to be revealed in a new and refreshing way, and in the process, “your joy might be complete.”
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God loves you and me.
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We will see that God is light.

When I am afraid

I will trust in God.
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Sunlight reaches earth every day quietly providing vision, warmth, and sustenance for all life. Meanwhile lightning strikes 1,000 people in the United States each year and ignites 10,000 forest fires. Thunderstorms kill more people in the U.S. than any other natural disaster. Sunshine and gentle wind are taken for granted, but in violent forms natural elements are referred to as “acts of God.” 

As humans we often do not consider God during good times, but the saying from the First World War has a ring of reality, “There are no atheists in fox holes.” 

In this book parallels between natural light and God are examined. One might ask, “Is it valid to use nature to increase our understanding of God?” There are many ways to answer this question. First, we learn in chapter one of Romans that general revelation, that is nature, is enough to convince any human of the existence of the Creator. Therefore, we are without excuse if we refuse to believe in God. (In addition, special revelation, that is the appearing of God on earth and the written Word of God, has provided additional understanding.) Second, great teachers use stories and analogies to teach principles. The greatest teacher of all, Jesus Christ, used parables and analogies extensively, many from nature. 


It is important to comment briefly regarding the scientific accuracy of this book and the parallels presented between how science currently understands physical light and what the Scriptures reveal about the God who is light. First, this manuscript has been reviewed by light and optical experts. Although concepts have been simplified for easy reading, the content is accurate according to current scientific knowledge. 



Second, the author is aware that scientific understanding changes over time. Therefore, it is quite possible that there may come a time when scientists learn that light does not behave exactly as they believe it does today. Should significant changes in man’s understanding of light occur, it is quite possible that some of the material in this book will become dated and perhaps some sections may be found to be inaccurate.



Third and most importantly, if such an event should occur, the reader should rest assured that while our scientific understanding of light has changed, the nature of God has not changed. 



Finally, it is my prayer that if such events occur, God will at that time raise up new individuals to help readers of that era understand the mysteries surrounding the God who is light. 





A key question which arises then: why take the time to understand parallels between the nature of natural light as scientists understand it and the nature of God as revealed in Scripture? 

Dr. Robert John Russell (no relation to this author) has written, “As in bridge building, each community, the religious and the scientific, must find bedrock in its own world, yet each must venture out toward the other, hoping that one day the two will meet at the keystone.”​[1] 

As a side note, it is interesting to reflect upon what Werner Heisenberg, considered the father of Quantum Physics, remarked: “The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences may make you an atheist, but at the bottom of the glass, God is waiting for you.” 

As we understand the marvels of physical light, our understanding of the uniqueness of God light will be greatly enhanced. We will see God in a new and intriguing way. 

Sunlight / Sonlight

Sunlight is an essential part of our everyday existence.

Sonlight is an essential part of the everyday existence of the followers of the Son of God.

––––––––

[image: ]


THINK AND GROW 

1. Have you ever thought deeply about physical light?







2. Have you ever thought deeply about spiritual light?







3. Have you heard or read much about the parallels between physical and spiritual light?
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Prolog
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The conflict of science and religion

is one between the errors in both camps.

Truth cannot contradict itself.

—Jim Elliot

––––––––
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We are writing these things

so that you may fully share our joy.

1 John 1:4
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Heaven Light
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Will it be light or dark in Heaven?” asked my then five-year-old daughter Laura. It was evening and I had just tucked her into bed. As I sat on the edge of her bed, she looked up with an inquisitive innocence that communicated to me that it was a serious question. 

We had developed a little game at bedtime; I would ask Laura a question regarding the Bible, and she would provide the answer. It was, I thought, a good way to communicate some Christian truths in a natural way. One of the questions that she never missed was, “What three things that characterize God’s nature start with L?” Her response was always immediate, sure, and consistent, “God is love, God is light, and God is life.” Because I was sure that she knew these concepts well, it bothered me to have her now pose this question, which to me had such an obvious answer.

Calmly and methodically I began to help Laura discover the answer for herself. “Well, Honey,” I began, “what three things characterize the nature of God?” “But Dad,” she replied, “you know I know that! What I want to know is will it be light or dark in Heaven?” “Well, Laura, what do you think?” “Dad!” her exasperated soft voice replied. As much as I didn’t want to give in and spoon-feed her the answer, I replied, “Honey, since God IS light, don’t you suppose it will be very, very light in heaven?” 

Laura appeared to be deep in thought for a few seconds and then came her reply, “I thought it would be very, very, dark so that we would be able to see Him better!” I must admit I like her concept better than my own, and to this day when reflecting back on that moment I feel a lump in my throat.

Throughout the Bible we find man pictured as being in darkness—actually more literally “as darkness”—or spiritually blind. Those who have discovered and acted upon the truth of Jesus Christ as the Son of God are pictured oppositely as in the light—literally “as light”—with spiritual sight. 

As we begin our study of parallels between sunlight and Sonlight, consider the apparent paradox: it is physically harmful to look directly at the sun, but spiritually necessary to look to the Son for direction and salvation (Numbers 21:8, John 3:14).

As a flower moves itself to face the sun, we should keep our focus on the Son. A.W. Tozer put it this way, “God made us to be like planets. Around and around they go, held together by the magnetic attraction of the sun.”

May you always keep the Son in your eyes! 

Sunlight / Sonlight

Sunlight dispels physical darkness.

Sonlight dispels spiritual darkness.

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

What do you think? Will it be light or dark in heaven?
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PART ONE 




Sonlight—Sunlight Attributes
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~ The Character of God ~

To the Christian nothing is commonplace;

everything is somehow miraculous.

—Jim Elliot

––––––––
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This is the message we heard from Jesus

and now declare to you:

God is light,

and there is no darkness in Him at all.

1 John 1:5
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Common Yet Unknown!
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1. Outside the Box
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The forces of nature seem schizophrenic. Consider basic elements such as water, wind, fire, and light. Water is essential to life but can be destructive in uncontrolled flooding. Wind, which as a gentle breeze produces lovely crystal-clear smog less days, can become vicious in the form of a hurricane or typhoon. The same fire that is essential for warmth can be a merciless killer. Light, which allows us to see the beauty of interaction of the natural elements, can cause skin cancer with over exposure to its life-giving rays. 

Normally gentle, light can be awesome in its power. Light is usually continuous and uniform but sometimes arrives in great instantaneous brilliant bursts of power. Generally operating in a totally silent mode, light occasionally produces great thunderous outbursts. 

So begins our study of the subject of light! In the pages that follow, you find an integration of what scientists know about natural light and how theologians understand the God of the Bible. This integration results in many fascinating parallels that provide insights into both physical and spiritual light. 

Some remarkable truths about natural light will be outlined. Unless you have a solid knowledge of physics, some of the characteristics of light will seem unbelievable. However, all statements about light and its attributes are accurate based upon modern scientific understanding. 

Since this book is not intended as a technical textbook, concepts have been translated into everyday language. It follows therefore that we will not deal with technical detail. Rather, we will consider the overall aspects of light and its behavior from a conceptual point of view. 

If you find yourself troubled by some aspects of natural light, I simply ask you to remember that the statements regarding various aspects of light are true. If some of what is presented is hard to understand from our human perspective, then please remind yourself that it is an additional parallel between natural light and spiritual light. God light, whether physical light or spiritual light, is hard to understand from a purely human point of view. To comprehend light, we must think outside the box to which we are so accustomed. 

I have worked hard to present an adequate explanation of the relevant technical and theological information that the integration of the two great themes of physical and spiritual light demands. In order to present the material in as straightforward a manner as possible, you will notice an absence of charts and graphs. Mathematical formulas, diagrams, and tables have been left out with the exception of reference to Dr. Albert Einstein’s famous little formula E = mc2. As will be seen, this simple-appearing formula has many profound implications. 

Einstein wrote, “The object of all science, whether natural science or psychology, is to coordinate our experiences and to bring them into a logical system.” And I believe it is equally valid to remark that the object of all philosophy, whether rooted in religion or ethics, is to coordinate our meaning and purpose and bring them into a logical system. Such a system, in the case of religion, is referred to as theology. 

God is mysterious from the human perspective—however, with an appropriate understanding, a systematic theology, the mystery of God is significantly reduced.

Sunlight / Sonlight

Sunlight enables physical vision which assists us in understanding our surroundings through the creation of a logical system of theories and beliefs about our physical environment.

Sonlight enables spiritual vision which assists us in understanding our existence through doctrines and beliefs about our spiritual environment. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

1. Do you think it is important for mankind to develop a set of principles or theories about our physical environment—what we call science? Why, or why not?







2. Do you think it is possible there is a set of principles and theories about spirituality and God, like we have for science? 







3. Do you think it is important for mankind to understand that God—His character, nature, and revelation—can be discerned trough an intellectually honest and rigorous examination of the natural world?







4. Is there value, for the Christian and the skeptic, in considering the claims of Romans 1:19-20?
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2. Explaining Light
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One afternoon while seated at my computer I suddenly saw a flash of light. It seemed to have come from over my left shoulder, as if someone had taken a flash picture behind me. Without thinking much about it, I continued working until a second and third flash occurred. 

I got up and looked around the house. Not seeing anything out of the ordinary, I returned to my work. 

A little while later I couldn’t seem to remove what seemed to be a hair hanging in front of my left eye—I even went into the bathroom and looked in the mirror to try to find it. 

As the day progressed my vision became worse, blurred by “floaters” moving around in my left eye.

What was it that had flashed in my eye? Was it a physical object? I had seen the flash, but I hadn’t discovered the source.

The next day my ophthalmologist explained that I had posterior vitreous detachment as well as vitreous hemorrhaging. I left his office with a brochure about “floaters and flashes.” 

What exactly is light? We can see it, but we can’t put our hands on it or feel it. 

Early in man’s history, it was believed that at the end of every day, the sun died. Some time later, it was thought light was a substance in the air that precipitated out in the afternoon, thus providing night.

Another theory was that light was sent out by the eye to provide vision. A modified version of that concept was that light was a sort of radar that the eye sent out; when it struck an object, it returned to the eye.

Six centuries before Christ, the Greek philosopher, religious reformer, and mathematician Pythagoras suggested that objects somehow gave off small particles that resembled their source. He didn’t explain how this occurred but reasoned that as these particles reached the eye, they somehow produced sight.

About a century later Greek philosopher and statesman Empedocles expressed his theory that sight originated at the eye, and the eye gave off something that when striking objects in its path, provided vision. 

About 90 A.D., long before there were demonstrably satisfactory theories about light, the Apostle John wrote, “God is light.” 

During the time when Jesus walked on earth, it was believed that light was a fire-like substance that permeated the air. Light was not considered to be something passing through the air, but rather a part of the daytime atmosphere. It was believed that through some sort of mysterious action, light left the air during the night hours.

While mankind does not yet fully understand light, significant strides have been made, particularly within the last century, regarding our knowledge about light and the application of this knowledge. A substantial portion of man’s total scientific knowledge has been an outgrowth of attempts to understand light. Virtually all the knowledge of our universe has been gained through the study and analysis of the light that reaches us.

Even more fundamentally, it can be said that the majority of our knowledge has been gained because of sight, which is of course only possible because of light.

Likewise, the vast majority of man’s search for spiritual meaning and identity has come from his belief in God. Like the study of light, the fallout has been tremendous. This search for meaning and belief in God has directly resulted in many of the good and noble acts of men throughout the centuries.

Christians believe spiritual light is far more permanent and more substantial than physical light. The Bible calls Jesus the “Morning Star” (2 Peter 1:19; Revelation 22:16) and calls Him the “Sun of Righteousness” (Malachi 4:2). We find the face of Jesus described as “shining like the sun in full strength” (Revelation 1:16). 

In the pages to follow we will see that the simple statement—God is Light—penned by the “apostle whom Jesus loved” through the prompting of the Holy Spirit, is a most meaningful statement in view of man’s current knowledge. Understanding sunlight enables us to more fully understand Sonlight.

Sunlight / Sonlight 

From the beginning man has sought to comprehend his physical environment. Physical light is critical to life on earth and to all scientific understanding. Today we know so much more than in the past. Scientific knowledge is growing at exponential rates. Even with all the modern advances there are many unanswered questions. For example, consider all the unanswered questions about the human body, disease, and how to cure diseases, extend life, and so forth.

From the beginning man has also asked basic questions. Why am I here? Is there more to life than meets the eye? What happens when I die? Is there more after death? The new life found in the Son of God is the critical ingredient in understanding our existence and the existence of this vast universe. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

1. Do you think John understood the implications of his declaration when the Spirit of God inspired him to write “God is light?” 







2. How does John’s statement “God is light” have implication regarding the inspiration of Scripture? 







3. Does the Apostle John’s statement “God is light” stimulate you to reconsider other passages of Scripture in a new light? Have you already used a concordance to search for those passages?
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3. The Mystery of Light: Dualistic
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My immediate family was understanding of my quest to understand John’s statement that God is light. Daughters Linda and Laura not only accepted the hours of “Daddy locked in his library” but saw it as a personal challenge and family project. Typical is the note I found on my desk one day from then nine-year-old Linda.


To Dad, 



Something I found in my test book about light might help you! (in your book)



“For thousands of years people have puzzled over the nature of light. Today one of the most widely accepted theories of light is the quantum theory, which was developed in the 20th century. The quantum theory was the brainchild of Max Planck. The essence of the theory is that when atoms are heated electrons jump back toward the center of the atom, energy in the form of light is released. This light energy is measured in units called photons or quanta.” 



From: Linda 





Linda had come upon one of the newer theories about the nature of light.

Over the centuries the nature of light has been debated, sometimes heatedly. Eventually two theories became most prevalent. The predominant theory until about the middle of the seventeenth century was that light consisted of particles that passed through space in a straight line. English scientist Isaac Newton was one of the strongest supporters of this particle or corpuscle theory. 

In 1670 Christian Huygens, a Dutch astronomer, mathematician, and physicist, produced substantial evidence for a wave theory of light. His work became foundational for our present understanding of light.

During the early nineteenth century Thomas Young, an Englishman, championed the theory that light was made up of waves. Although he had experimental evidence to support his idea, he was ridiculed, largely because his findings contradicted the revered Newton. Other scientists such as Fresnel and Foucault eventually produced evidence that tended to further support this wave theory.

In the late nineteenth century Scottish scientist James C. Maxwell developed the electromagnetic theory of light. This theory has had profound consequences throughout the entire scientific world.

By the end of the nineteenth century some scientists believed that they had discovered all the fundamental laws of nature. There is a commonly told story about the great German physicist Max Planck. As he entered the university, the head of the physics department is reported to have told him that it was hardly worth entering the field of physics anymore. The professor’s reasoning was that all the important discoveries had already been made. But in 1900 Max Planck announced his quantum theory, which would revolutionize the world of physics. It demonstrated that light behaved like both particles and waves.

Einstein followed Planck with significant discoveries that were to impact our understanding of light. Light, it seemed, was not really made of waves, nor was it really made of particles alone; rather, somehow light was both waves and particles at the same time. This was such a paradox that even Einstein didn’t entirely buy into it. Although this seemed contradictory, this dual concept began to gain acceptance, since scientific evidence would not allow the ruling out of either the wave nature or the particle nature. Today, the dual nature of light is the basis of quantum theory, a pillar of modern physics.

Scientists now accept the fact that light is dualistic in nature. To understand some aspects of light’s behavior, the particle theory is necessary. This has been modified by the quantum theory to be small individual packets of energy. However, other aspects of light can only be satisfied by the wave theory. This has been expanded significantly in modern times, and light is now known to be a part of the electromagnetic spectrum.

British physicist Sir William Bragg is reported to have remarked that there seemed to be no recourse but to believe in waves on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and to use the particle theory on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Before long some anonymous wit had added, “And on Sunday we pray for enlightenment.”​[2] This explanation of light as being dualistic in nature continues today. “Light seems sometimes to behave like particles and other times to act like waves. Today, we think of light as having some of both properties.”​[3] 

Out of Planck’s and Einstein’s work has come the idea of small packets of energy, now called photons, which is the basis for the quantum theory and much of modern-day scientific understanding. The revolution in science that continues today, including electronics and nuclear energy, is a result of their work.

Today, whether a physicist uses the wave model, or the particle model is largely a matter of convenience. The concept of “wave-particle duality” is firmly established by experimental evidence and the models of quantum mechanics.

Sunlight / Sonlight

Sunlight is both particles and waves—two very contradictory concepts.

According to the Bible the Son of God is fully God and while on earth He was fully man—two very contradictory natures.

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

1. Can you think of historical examples where science has misunderstood the natural world because of their limited understanding—only later to revise their concepts? 







2. Should those examples discredit the credibility of science? 







3. Can you think of historical examples where people have misunderstood the Word of God because of their limited understanding? 







4. Should those examples discredit the credibility of the Word of God?
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4. Relativity Explains Light
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The great German-born physicist Einstein was not known for faith in God or spirituality but for his remarkable insight into the physical world. Although most people know about Einstein’s work in the area of physics, few are aware that he had a strong respect for the Creator. He wrote, “I do see the design of the universe as essentially a religious question, that is, one should have some kind of respect and awe for the whole business. It is very magnificent and shouldn’t be taken for granted.” 

There is cause to believe that the reason Einstein (1879-1955) rejected organized religion was that he felt God was not accredited the majesty and awe that He was due. The religions of his day typically did not give proper respect to the Author of Life and Creator of the Universe.
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